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News

Seed Distribution Manager

The Society’s seed distribution is one of the
core benefits that are offered to members.
After a number of years in the role, Roy
Skidmore has decided to step down.

The appeal in the December 2015 Journal
for a volunteer to replace Roy failed to find
anyone to take over. Somehow, the 2016
first distribution will be completed — though
as the Journal goes to be printed, we don’t
have a strategy. It will be discussed at our
Committee meeting in August.

For the future, it is simply not realistic to
maintain a seed distribution without having
someone to manage it. Unless you want to
see this core benefit of membership cease,
| would encourage you to consider whether
you, or anyone you know, would be willing to
take on this job for the Society. Please email
Martyn Denney secretary@cyclamen.org
for more information.

Birmingham conference 2016

Roger Brook writes: The 2016 Conference with
be held on Sunday Il September 2016 at the
Birmingham Botanical Gardens and will be in
conjunction with the Birmingham Show.

We are once again please to be able to offer
two talks at this year’s conference and the
programme will be as follows:

2pm to approximately 3pm — ‘Cyclamen coum
field study — Georgia 2015’ given by Martyn
Denney and Richard Bailey

Followed by 15 minute comfort break.

3.15pm to approximately 4pm — ‘A tour
of the Society’s new website’ given by
Paul Whitlock

Directions to the gardens can be found on
the Society’s website: www.cyclamen.org/
conference.

Annual General Meeting

All Society members are entitled to attend
the AGM, which is to be held at 12.30pm on
Sunday |l September 2016, at the Society’s
Conference in Birmingham.

Agenda

I. Minutes of the AGM 2015

Matters arising from the Minutes
President’s report

Secretary’s report

Treasurer’s report

Election of Officers and Committee

Appointment of Independent Examiner
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Any other business

Nominations for the offices of Secretary,
Treasurer, Editor, Librarian, Membership
Secretary, Publications Officer, Publicity
Officer, Seed Distribution Manager and Show
Secretary, and nominations for Members of
the Committee should be signed by at least
two members and sent to reach the Secretary
before 21 August 2016.

Note: nominations are welcome for all posts.
Existing officers may stand for re-election.

The Secretary,Martyn Denney, can be contacted
by e-mail at secretary@cyclamen.org or
at

A Celebration of Cyclamen

A CELEBRATION OF CYCLAMEN

A conference organised jointly by the Cyclamen Society and the Scottish Rock
Garden Club, Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 September 2016

Venue: The Evergreen Hall, Bluebell Lane, Penrith, CAIl 7LH

Time: Both days will start with coffee/tea and biscuits at 10am. The lunchtime break will allow time
to obtain lunch from one of the restaurants or supermarkets close to the hall.

Saturday programme

10.30am: Spring bulbs of Greece: John Richards (Past President of the AGS and author of
Mountain flower walks in Greece )

I1.30am: Growing cyclamen in England: Vic Aspland (President of the Cyclamen Society)
2pm: The Cyclamen Society field studies: Martyn Denney (Secretary of the Cyclamen Society)
5pm: Visit to Holehird garden

Sunday programme
10.30am: Autumn bulbs of Greece: John Richards

I1.30am: Cyclamen - a Scottish perspective: Sandy Leven (Past President of the SRGC)
and Anne Bush

2pm: 1,500 years of cyclamen in botanical art: Martyn Denney

Competitive show: The Cyclamen Society will be organising a competitive show and members
of both societies are welcome to enter. The hall will open at 8am on Saturday morning for staging
and judging will begin at 8.45am.

Display: Members not wishing to enter the show are asked to bring as many plants as possible for
a non-competitive display. This is a unique opportunity for members of the two societies to share
their knowledge and enthusiasm for some of their favourite plants.

Plant sales: We ask members to contribute plants, bulbs and tubers to the plant sales table (50%
of the proceeds will go to the two societies) and to bring special plants for the raffles. At least two
professional nurseries will also be attending. At the time of writing, Hartside and Rumbling Bridge
are booked.

Cost: There will be no fee for the event, but members are invited to make a donation towards costs.

Directions: Travelling on Mé from North or South: leave Mé at Junction 40 for Penrith and
at roundabout take exit for A592 (Penrith); at next roundabout, straight on (A592); at next
roundabout take first exit onto Cromwell Road (A592). At next roundabout (opposite Morrisons
Supermarket) take second exit onto Brunswick Road (A592). After 180 m (200 yd), take the second
turn right into Bluebell Lane. The hall is on the right after 90 m (100 yd). Car parks are on the left
and right and also at the end of the road.

Penrith was chosen as the location giving best access for members in both England and Scotland,
but unfortunately it was not possible to find a hotel suitable for a residential conference, so the
event will be non-residential on this occasion. Penrith offers many hotels of all sizes and Vic Aspland
( publicity@cyclamen.org ) will be happy to supply a list of some of those available, although
an internet search will reveal many more. When it is finalised, Vic will also be happy to supply a
schedule for the competitive show on request.




Miscellany

Miscellany

Cyclamen hederifolium near Auxerre
Alan Brace writes: My wife and | were staying
in our caravan at Auxerre in France early
in September 2015. We decided to use our
bikes to go south on the track that follows
the canalised part of the River Yonne and
arrived at the village of Champs-sur-Yonne
which we turned into to explore. It was there
that we found an old country mansion the
grounds of which were filled with Cyclamen
hederifolium. We were not able to go in
but it was clear that they went all around
the building and must have been there for
many years. From the notice on the gate it
appeared that the property was due to be
restored/renovated. | can only hope that the
plants will not be affected when that work is
carried out.

Curious road sign in Hambrook. Photograph by
Alastair Culham

Large cyclamen!

Alastair Culham spotted this intriguing sign in
February at the junction of Hambrook Lane
and Old Gloucester Road in Hambrook,
just north of Bristol in the UK. It must have
broken the world record for largest tuber!

Cyclamen hederifolium in the grounds of a mansion in Champs-dur-Yonne. Photograph by Alan Brace

Miscellany
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Battleston Hill — 25 February 2016
Melvyn Jope writes: One of the Society’s
newer members, Raul Nico, pointed out
to me this nice population of Cyclamen
libanoticum growing in the open on
Battlesdon Hill at Wisley today. Quite a
frost over the past couple of nights and
they don’t seem to have suffered — there
were about 60 flowers open.

.

C. libanoticum growing on Battleston Hill, Wisley. Photographs by Melvyn Jope

Light brown apple moth attacks

C. rohlfsianum

Barbara Boize writes: | wintered one of
my large C. rohlfsianum plants in a cold
greenhouse (it was a mild winter). In January
2016 | noticed a leaf mine in a fold of leaf
and a green caterpillar about 5 mm long.
In February there was another mine. The
leaf mines are the sort caused by a moth

C. libanoticum growing on Battleston Hill, Wisley

C. rohlfsianum leaf with leaf mine and caterpillar (top
left of leaf). Photographs by Barbara Boize




Light brown apple moth, Epiphyas postvittana

so | decided to find out what was doing all
the damage. | covered the pot and plant in a
gauze bag to catch any moths that emerged.
On 10 April | found a small brown moth
positively identified as Light brown apple
moth, Epiphyas postvittana, one of the tortrix
moths. On 21 April | found another which
had emerged from a pupa attached to the
inside of the bag. This species is not at all
fussy about its food plant though it was a
surprise to me it chose C. rohlfsianum.
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Julia Broadbent’s plant of C. coum ex CSE88458.
Photographs by Deborah Salmond

A story of cyclamen seed No 100
Deborah Salmond writes: My mother (Julia
Broadhurst) was a member of the Cyclamen
Society up until her death in 2005. She
had enjoyed growing cyclamen from the
Cyclamen Society seed distribution and we
have kept some photographs she took of
her successes. | found my mother’s last seed
order on her doormat in October 2005
— | took the seeds home and put them in a
drawer and forgot about them. We also dug
up a few plants from her cyclamen collection
in the woodland area of her garden in
Somerset and planted them in a dry place
under some trees in our garden in northeast
Hampshire (UK).

Over the next 10 years the cyclamen in our
garden thrived and self-seeded (without any
help on our part) and we began to notice
C. coum spreading into our lawn — which we
had stopped treating with lawn fertiliser/
weedkiller. Even the cat is showing some
concern about the number of cyclamen in
the lawn.

This sparked an interest in cyclamen and
| got my mother’s seeds out and tried to
grow them. Only one of the [0-year old

Cat coming to terms with C. coum growing in lawn

seeds grew — it came from a packet labelled
No 100. In September 2015 | joined the
Cyclamen Society and wrote a short article
on the mystery of seed No 100. The Editor
kindly looked back and found that in 2005
seed No 100 was Cyclamen rohlfsianum. So
it will be interesting to see how it develops.
In the meantime, many other interesting
cyclamen have seeded themselves around in
my garden.

Pollination test

Jan Bravenboer sent this photograph of the
seed set on six pots of C. hederifolium. The
four square 15-16 cm (6 in) pots are his very
dark purple variety. The round pots are
18 cm (7 in) diameter. He says that he left
them outside, just to find out if pollination
was better than in the greenhouse and this
was the result. Some pots have over 100
seed pods!
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C. hederifolium after outdoor pollination. Photograph by Jan Bravenboer




Cyclamen hederifolium on Paxos, Lefkada and Meganisi

Cyclamen hederifolium
on Paxos, Lefkada
and Meganisi

Pat Nicholls

The main reason for writing this article is to
try to fill a few gaps in our knowledge of the
distribution of Cyclamen hederifolium subsp.
crassifolium in the lonian Islands. The Society
has in recent years visited Corfu, Zakynthos
and Kephalonia and very briefly touched on
Lefkada. The results of these field studies have
been covered in previous Journals. | was lucky
enough to be involved in two of these so |
have a huge interest in the species. The island
of Paxos was a significant missing piece of the
puzzle lying as it does just to the south of
Corfu and | thought Lefkada deserved more
time spent on it. In the last two years | have,

C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium habitat in the Orkos Valley, Paxos. Photographs by Pat Nicholls

with my wife, been able to visit both of these
islands combining my holidays with a chance to
see exactly what grows there.

Paxos

We visited Paxos in June 2014 for two weeks.
You may think this is way too late to see
cyclamen but the lonian Islands are moister
and cooler by Greek standards, and it is still
possible in the shadier places to find leaves
in good condition. Paxos lies to the south
of Corfu and measures roughly 10x4 km
(6.25x2.5 miles) with the highest point about
250 m (820 ft). The three harbour villages of
Lakka, Loggos and the capital Gaios are the
main centres of habitation. For such a small
island it is full of beauty and is the Greece most
people long for: unspoilt and simple. Here it is
still possible to find tavernas where there are
no menus and you choose in the kitchen from
the dishes that Mama has prepared that day.
The daughter will bring your food and Papa
will oversee everything from his favourite chair

o

until he joins you at your table for an after-
dinner raki on the house — fantastic. Paxos is
densely planted with olive trees some of which
are the largest and oldest | have seen anywhere
in Greece. Not only are the terraces retained
by old dry-stone walls but the paths through
the groves are also lined with these ancient
moss-covered works of art, all of which makes
for superb cyclamen habitat.

We were based in Lakka in the north and with
a good map and detailed walking guide we had
no need to hire a car. The bus service is good
enough to enable you to hop on and off at
various points and do some superb walking
in between and this is what we did. We came
across beautiful old churches and deserted
villages and all the while we had the wonderful
atmosphere of the olive groves to enjoy. There
were several circular walks we could do from
our hotel without even using the bus and one
of these is the first place | would head to
should we return in the flowering season.

A short distance up the main road heading
south from Lakka there is a path signposted
to Orkos beach. This descends into a beautiful
wooded valley with abandoned olive terraces
and a stream lined with ancient plane trees
until you reach the deserted beach. There are
tens of thousands of cyclamen here, growing in

Cyclamen hederifolium on Paxos, Lefkada and Meganisi
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A selection of C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium leaves
from Lefkada

every nook and cranny and it would be a super
place to be in October or November. At the
end of the small beach it is possible to cut back
inland through some pine woods to another
small beach and pick up an indistinct path that
winds its way around the rocky headland and
back to the harbour front in Lakka for a very
welcome cold beer.

So what were the plants that grew there? |
think | can say without doubt that they are
Cyclamen hederifolium subsp. crassifolium. All the
plants we saw had very fleshy leaves, almost
succulent in some instances. All were glossy
with a high percentage of dark-leaved forms.
| collected a small amount of seed as | felt it
important that there was authentic material in
cultivation should the society wish to do DNA
research from them. | have shown the resulting
plants to several knowledgeable members who
have been involved in the research programme
and they all agree as to their identity.

Lefkada

The island of Lefkada is in actual fact not an
island at all. Lefkada was joined to the coast of
western Greece opposite and was a peninsula
until the 7th century BC when Corinthian
colonists dug a channel to separate it. Today it
is reached by a causeway and a bridge and is a
very popular holiday destination.A late package




Cyclamen hederifolium on Paxos, Lefkada and Meganisi

C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium growing on olive terraces on Lefkada

deal in October found my wife and | in Nidri,
one of the main resorts on the island. Out of
season it was fine and quite quiet but it is not
somewhere either of us would choose to be in
high season. The tavernas that remained open
were the ones that Greeks use so we were at
least able to enjoy some authentic food. We
hired a car for five days and once you get away
from the main drag it is a very lovely place with
small fishing villages, old disused monasteries,
waterfalls and gorges. It is a mountainous island
with Mt Stavrota the highest point at [,158
m (3,799 ft). There was no problem finding
cyclamen here as they were pretty much
everywhere and you cannot travel any distance
without seeing them.

There were a couple of places where they
were outstanding and | would like to describe
these in a bit more detail. The first of these

was the walk from the centre of Nidri to the
waterfalls. The route at first went through
the backstreets then became a track and then
a path that leads to the falls, always with the
stream alongside for company. Huge numbers
of cyclamen line the route from the start with
crocus and colchicum alongside. Good leaf
forms and large flowers were the norm and
the perfume was intoxicating in the autumn
sunshine. We pretty much had the place to
ourselves at this time of year and the falls
were running well though in summer they are
little more than a trickle. There is a taverna
just below the falls, closed at this time for the
winter, which had some lovely plants growing
from the retaining walls — a super walk and a
nice easy 8 km (5 mile) round trip.

The second place is a little more challenging
and difficult to get to without a car. The Melissa

C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium growing out of a
tavern wall on Lefkada

gorge, high in the mountains, is a local nature
reserve created with good intentions although
now in a poor state of repair. The paved
paths have eroded and washed away and the
guard rails have rotted. The wooden bridges
that criss-cross the gorge are impassable and
would not take the weight of an adult and it
is not the place to take small children. | guess
this is a reflection on the Greek economy
where the money is just not there to fund the
maintenance costs. All this said, it is a magical
place that has everything a cyclamen could
want but it needs to be explored with care.
Moisture and shade in abundance and a sea of
pink in all directions — cyclamen heaven. Apart
from two Greeks out hunting we did not see
a soul. The field study team reported from
their short visit to Lefkada in November 2014
that the plants that grew there were Cyclamen
hederifolium subsp. crassifolium and | would
totally agree with that.

Cyclamen hederifolium on Paxos, Lefkada and Meganisi

Meganisi

A ferry from Nidri runs three times a day to
the small island of Meganisi. With a land mass
of 20 sq km (7.7 sq miles) and a population
of just 1,300, it remains unexplored as far as
cyclamen are concerned. We therefore felt
it important to at least pay it a visit while we
were nearby. We chose to catch the lunchtime
ferry and return on the last one back. This
gave around three hours to walk from the
drop off point at Vathy to catch the return
boat at Spartochori at the other end of the
island. This was ample time to follow the road
along the ridge or the quieter coastal road at
a steady pace and still give time for a cold beer
before boarding. We chose the coastal route
and there were Cyclamen hederifolium subsp.
crassifolium from start to finish, never in any
great numbers but ever present. Also of note
and growing alongside were nice plants of
Narcissus serotinus and Sternbergia sicula.

Summary

Having now visited most of the lonian Islands,
it seems that Corfu is the only one where
Cyclamen hederifolium subsp. crassifolium does
not grow and is replaced by C. hederifolium
subsp. hederifolium. The reason for this is a
real mystery and the answer still eludes us. If
anyone has any ideas — answers on a postcard
to Pat Nicholls, 3rd fishing boat on the left,
opposite Alexandros Taverna, Lakka, Paxos,
Greece. Thanks!

C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium leaves on Meganisi




Christophe Plantin’s
well-used cyclamen
images

Martyn Denney

Images of cyclamen appeared in manuscript
herbals from the 6th century but, in spite of the
first printed books appearing in Europe in 1455
(The Gutenberg Bible) and the first printed
herbal appearing in 1481, it wasn’t until 1542
— during the reign of the Tudor King Henry VIII
— that a realistic and accurate printed image of
a cyclamen appeared: in Leonhard Fuchs’s folio
De Historia Stirpium, often referred to as his
‘Great Herbal’. In 1543 a German translation
appeared followed by one in Dutch. All three
editions were published in Basel by Michael
Isingren. In his Latin and German folio editions,
Fuchs had set a new standard in illustrations
of cyclamen and, for the Dutch duodecimo
book, a reduced size copy of the cyclamen
illustration was created. (Duodecimo is quite
small — one-twelfth of a sheet of printing paper
or approximately 13x19 cm/5x7.5 in.)

It is likely that the Dutch translation was
undertaken by the young physician and botanist
Rembert Dodoens who was born in Mechelen
just south of Antwerp, but who lived in Basel for
four years from 1542-1546.The Antwerp printer
Jan van der Loe (loannis Loei*) became very
interested in the production of herbals and it is

*1t was common practice for both authors
and printer/publishers to take on Latinised
versions of their names, especially for use
in the Latin versions of their works and it
is often these names that are better known
and used in binomial plant names. For
example, Charles de I'Ecluse was known as
Carolus Clusius and we have Paeonia clusii.

Christophe Plantin by Peter Paul Rubens

possible that he became aware of Fuchs’s work
and maybe even met Dodoens at the Frankfurt
book fair — the largest at that time.Van der Loe
encouraged Dodoens to produce a new herbal
and this was finally published — and printed by
van der Loe — in Latin in 1553 and Dutch in
1554, using 500 of Fuchs’s small illustrations
(including Cyclamen purpurasces) and 210 new
ones by the artist Pieter van der Borcht from
Malines. Van der Loe died in 1563 and it was
natural that Christophe Plantin — who had a
personal interest in plants — would succeed him
as Antwerp’s leading printer of botanical works.

In the 1550s, the Port of Antwerp on the
River Scheldt was the most important trading
centre in northwest Europe and, with 100,000
inhabitants, was the largest city north of the
Alps. Itattracted many tradesmen and craftsmen
including Christophe Plantin. He had been born
in the Tours area of France, but moved to
the Normandy town of Caen where he was
apprenticed to the bookbinder and printer

Woodblock of Cyclamen purpurascens purchased
by Plantin from Jan van der Loe’s widow in 1581.
Photographs by Martyn Denney

Robert Macé and where he met his wife Jeanne.
They moved on to Paris for a couple of years
and then to Antwerp where Christophe made
his living as a leatherworker and bookbinder.

In early 1555 Christophe made a richly wrought
leather casket for the Secretary of King Philip
Il of Spain and decided to deliver it himself
one evening. In today’s parlance we would say
he was mugged, and was seriously wounded
in the shoulder. His recovery was lengthy and
afterwards he found that he could no longer
do the manual work of a bookbinder and was
forced to turn to printing. With capital that
probably came from the Huys der Liefde (a
secret society that preached tolerance and the

C. purpurascens from Rembert Dodoens Stirpium
Historia Commentariorum printed by Jan van der
Loe in 1553

mystical experience of God and of which he
was a member), he set up a printing workshop
and produced his first small book. His business
went from strength to strength and he moved
to larger premises a few times before settling
in the Vrijdagmarkt in 1576.

Much of his work was of a religious nature, both
for the Calvinists (of which he was a sympathiser)
and the Roman Catholics, including King Philip Il
— though printing for both sides was a dangerous
strategy. In 1581, 18 years after the death of Jan
van der Loe, the woodblocks from Dodoens’s
earlier works were purchased by Plantin from
van der Loe’s widow. Between 1566 and 1571 the
House of Plantin published five volumes (three for



Christophe Palantin’s well-used cyclamen images

Woodblock of C. purpurascens commissioned
by Plantin and first used in Matthius de I'Obel’s

Woodblock of C. hederifolium commissioned by
Kruydtboeck in 1581

Plantin and first used in Rembert Dodoens’s
Purgantium aliarumque in 1574

Woodblock of C. repandum commissioned by Plantin and first used in Matthius de I'Obel’s Kruydtboeck in 1581

Page 718 of Matthias de I'Obel’s Kruydtboeck, published by Plantin in 1581

Christophe Palantin’s well-used cyclamen images
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Christophe Palantin’s well-used cyclamen images

Rembert Dodoens and one each for Garcia Orta/
Charles de I'Ecluse and Mathias de I'Obel/ Petri
Penae) but none of these illustrated cyclamen.

Plantin was now working with three of the
most important herbalist/botanists in the
region — Dodoens, de I'Obel (Lobelius) and
de I'Ecluse (Carolus Clusius). The most
expensive part of producing a comprehensive
herbal was the large number of illustrations
required. These were engraved in blocks of
wood (‘woodblocks’) by skilled craftsmen,
following watercolours produced from life
by artists. The woodblocks were often re-
used in different publications and those
commissioned by the House of Plantin were
used in numerous editions for all three
authors over many years and even lent to
other printers for the production of foreign
translations of Plantin books.

The first cyclamen commissioned, C. hederi-
folium (see p14), was probably cut or engraved
by Gerard Janssen van Kampen after a drawing
by Pieter van der Borcht — the artist receiving
five stuivers and the woodcutter eight stuivers
per illustration (a stuiver was one-twentieth
of a Dutch Guilder). This first new cyclamen
woodcut appeared in 1574 under the name
Cyclaminus orbicularis in the fourth book
of Rembert Dodoens’s octavo Purgantium
aliarumque... and as Cyclamen folia Hedera in
Matthias de I'Obel’s Plantarum seu Stirpium
Historia in 1576.

Five years later, in 158I, it was joined by
a further three new cyclamen woodblocks
depicting C. purpurascens (Cyclamen vulgare
Officinarum orbiculato folio), C. repandum
(Cyclamen Vernum), and ‘Cyclamen altera’
— a sprig of ivy (Hedera helix) which was
supposed to represent the ‘Kuklaminos etera’

Christophe Palantin’s well-used cyclamen images

of Dioscoridis. All four woodblocks were
used in both de I'Obel’s new Kruydtboeck
and the House of Plantin’s own Plantarum seu
Stirpium Icones — essentially a picture book
containing all the Plantin woodblocks which
was cross referenced to de 'Obel’s work. The
quality of Christophe Plantin’s printing of both
text and woodblocks in the Kruydtboeck was
exceptionally fine (see pl5).

Throughout the rest of the 6th century and
into the early 17th century, all illustrated
Plantin herbal/botanical editions used the
same woodblocks. These included Charles
de I'Ecluse’s major work Rareorum plantarum
historia published in 1601.

In 1611, two years after the death of de
I’Ecluse, Frans Il van Ravelingen pulled together
as Curae posteriores some of the invaluable
information that I’Ecluse had left behind. This
added new information to de I'Ecluse’s earlier
works and thus described Cyclamen creticum
(as Cyclaminus vernus albo flore) which was

One of the oldest two printing presses in the world, to be added to page 266 of Rareorum pIantarum
dating from about 1600, on display in the Plantin- historia. A new woodblock was commissioned
Moretus Museum, Antwerp . .

to accompany it (see opposite). When John

Woodblock of Cyclamen creticum (left), and printed
image (above) from the posthumous, 1611 Curae
posteriors attributed to Charles de I'Ecluse. Images
of woodblocks and herbals are reproduced with the
permission of the Museum Plantin-Moretus, Antwerp -
- UNESCO, World Heritage. and [8th centuries

The Printing Room at the Plantin-Moretus Museum, Antwerp, with five printing presses dating from the 17th




Norton commissioned Thomas Johnson to
produce an enlarged edition of John Gerard’s
Herball, or General Historie of Plantes in 1636,
this new woodblock — amongst a staggering
total of around 2,700 — was borrowed from
the House of Plantin along with all but one of
the older cyclamen woodblocks.

Plantin’s illustrations do appear to have been
copied by others as mirror images were used
to illustrate Jacques d’Alechamps’s Historiae
Generalis Plantarum from 1586 onwards and by
Johanne Theodore de Bry in his Florilegiums
of 1612, 1626 and 1641. Whether these copies
were authorised by the House of Plantin is
not clear.

The botantical woodblocks were last usedin 1647
when they were lent to Professor Simon Paulli of
the University of Copenhagen to illustrate his
new Danish Flora Den Danske urtebog.

Christophe Plantin died on | July 1589. His
daughters had married his two most important
assistants and the business remained in the
family through them. Through about nine
generations the House of Plantin survived until
1870 when its old printing presses had become
too out-dated to carry on. On 20 April 1876
the building and grounds on the Vrijdagmarkt
along with its typographical material, company
archive, stock, library, furnishings and works
of art (including many paintings by Peter Paul
Rubens), were sold to the Belgian state and
the City of Antwerp to be preserved as the
Plantin-Moretus Museum.

Today, the Plantin-Moretus Museum — a
UNESCO World Heritage Site — is frozen in
time, showing the type room, printing room,
proof reading room, book shop and library
as they were when the printing works were
still in production. The printing room houses
five presses that date from the 17th and 18th
centuries and are still in working order, as

well as two — the oldest printing presses in
the world — that date from 1600 and may well
have been used in the production of the later
herbal/botanical editions.

Among the typographical materials is the
vast collection of over 2,000 botanical
woodblocks from the 16th century (including
the six related to cyclamen), which like the
museum survived the bombing during the
1939-1945 war. The woodblocks measure
between 102x63 mm/4x2.5 in (Fuchs’s image
of C. purpurascens) and 136x73 mm/5.4x2.9 in
(C. repandum), the engraving filling the
narrower measurement to within | mm. It was
common practise to use every bit of available
space on the block of wood to the extent that
in some herbals the natural proportions of
the plant were ‘adjusted’ to fit, resulting in a
rectangular image. Fortunately this is not the
case with the Plantin woodblocks.

In spite of being impregnated with printing ink,
over the years the blocks have suffered in a minor
way from woodworm, so in the 1950s they were
treated (probably) with hexachlorocyclohexane
(lindane) to preserve them. The smell of the
chemical still persists today.

The woodblocks are works of art in their
own right and clearly display the excellent
craftsmanship employed in the production of
early printed botanical books.

The Book Shop at the Plantin-Moretus Museum,
Antwerp

Growing cyclamen
at Kew

Kit Strange

The collections

In the alpine nursery at the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew we grow a good selection
of cyclamen. We use the plants mostly for
display in the alpine house, but they are also
used in research at times. The plants are all
grown in pots or large pans depending on how
big or old they are. We have three distinct
areas where we grow the plants.

In the nursery we have an outside frame which
is a low polytunnel with a sand plunge where
the cover can be put down at night or if it is
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going to rain. It also has shading which we put
over in the summer when the frames get really
hot. In the polytunnel frame we grow Cyclamen
hederifolium and C. cilicium. We also used to
grow C. mirabile in this outside frame but
found it was too cold, so this species has now
been moved inside. The pots are freestanding
on the sand. We found that when we used to
plunge them in the sand the plants would start
into growth too quickly because the sand was
still a bit wet and we would only be able to
top dress them with a little fresh compost
and granular Vitax feed. Now with them free
standing they dry out quicker and we have a
chance of catching them for repotting before
they are too advanced into growth.

We find that C. hederifolium in particular seems
to go through cycles of really good flowering
years and then years of almost next to no

The Cyclamen hederifolium and C. cilicium polytunnel. Photographs by Kit Strange
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flowers.As far as we have observed none of the
other cyclamen seem to have such off years,
so regularly. It is very odd. We think maybe it
is because they get all the weather being in an
outside frame, but we are only speculating. The
plants are all grown in large clay pans or pots,
depending on size, so that they make a very
handsome display either freestanding or in the
plunge in the Davies Alpine House (which is the
main alpine display house at Kew).

Our collection of C. hederifolium goes back a
long way to the early 1960s, with plants having
been acquired from RHS Wisley. Some were
collected later on from the wild by the likes of
Nigel Hepper, Professor Pat Brenan and Brian
Mathew. It makes interesting reading finding all
the collectors and where they went.

The rest of the cyclamen collection is grown
in two different glass houses. The most

tender of the cyclamen share a house with
all the bulbs we grow from South America
and South Africa. The temperature in the
house never drops below 4°C (39°F). In the
winter we close the doors at night and we
have thermal screening that comes across
to give even more protection. The cyclamen
we grow in this house are C. africanum,
C. rohlfsianum, and C. persicum. They all need
a little bit of protection. They grow in a sand
plunge which is about 30 cm (I ft) deep. The
plants are all grown in clay pots. Because of
their large root system, all the C. africanum
are in normal-height pots which are deep.
For the C. rohlfsianum, we use a mixture of
pots and very large pans to accommodate
some of the really huge knobbly old specimen
plants. The C. persicumare all in normal pots,
and usually the plants are slightly underpotted
as they like a tight fit since they can be found
in rock crevices and in ruins in the wild. Only

two of our collection of C. africanum were
collected from the wild — both from Algeria.
Our collection of C. rohlfsianum came from
only two sources, both cultivated stock. We
have been propagating this species because
its a lovely thing, and its current IUCN
(International Union for Conservation of
Nature) rating is “vulnerable” so | suppose we
really need to make an effort to keep it safe
in cultivation. All of our stock of C. persicum
is a jolly mix of cultivated and wild-sourced
material. It is interesting to note that when in
flower they all look the same, with very minor
colour changes in the flower.

The last glass house is home to all the rest.
We have a very large collection of C. graecum
and that takes up the space of one entire
plunge bench. The rest of the cyclamen we
have are on the next concrete plunge bench.
This is a mix of what can grow in a glass house
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which is kept just frost free in the winter with
plenty of ventilation. We have C. mirabile,
C. coum, C. cyprium, C. creticum, C. libanoticum,
C. pseudibericum, C. parviflorum, C. repandum,
C. colchicum, and C. purpurascens. These all
live in the same plunge and the pots are all
clay again. The C. coum generally go in a small
long-tom pot, which suits them very well.
The C. cyprium, C. creticum, C. pseudibericum
and C. repandum are all in pans as they enjoy
being in a shallower pot since they have a
very fine root system. The big C. graecum
are all in either really big pots, 20 cm (8 in)
and above, or really large long toms to
accommodate the long thong-like roots of
this species. This house is just frost free and
shading comes across quite early, so it is
quite shady during the summer months which
they seem to enjoy. The oldest cyclamen in
the collection is a C. graecum from Cyprus
collected in 1953 by a Mrs Kennedy. We also
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The cyclamen plunge in the tender glasshouse The cyclamen plunge beds in the frost-free glasshouse
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C. rohlfsianum is being actively propagated

have collections of C. graecum from Martyn
Rix, Tony Schilling, Ronald and Erna Frank
and Manfred Koenen.

Cultivation

We treat all our cyclamen more or less in
the same way. Some will have a slightly richer
compost mix and some will not.

We start repotting the cyclamen in early June
and it can take all of the month to get them
done depending on what other bulbs have to
be repotted at the same time. Sometimes, it
ends up being the end of June before we start
repotting. Last year we had a feeling the season
was going to be early, so we made sure we
started early too.The compost we use is made
in the nursery. The reason for this is that the
compost we used to get from the suppliers
had Osmocote feed pellets in the mix and
this had a detrimental effect on the cyclamen.
This was because the Osmocote released food
at the time the cyclamen were dormant. The
weather would be warm and Osmocote is
temperature dependant. This meant that the
roots got scorched. Instead we now make
up our own compost with a granular food,
Vitax, which seems to work really well. The
compost is equal parts of loam, coir, grit, sand
and a good measure of Vitax Q4.

The oldest cyclamen in the collection: C. graecum
collected in 1953

Some selected cyclamen species have extra
little bits added. For C. hederifolium we add a
splash of leaf mould to the mix. Sometimes we
also just top-dress the C. hederifolium as some
are very big plants and they start into growth
quite early. Usually we unpot the first one and
make a decision about the rest of them then.
The other cyclamen that have extra bits are
the C.coum which have a good measure of
well-rotted pine needles added. They really
seem to enjoy this and sometimes you get
some fungi in the needles which makes the
plants grow even better. The plants are potted
in the usual way, with the top of the tuber just
level with the top of the pot.We use big sieved
grit for top dressing as it gives a really nice
finish. The only cyclamen we put further down
in the pot are C.repandum as they like to be
quite moist, so they are potted down a little
and get a little bit of leaf mould too.

Propagation

We collect seed as a matter of course. We
sow a lot of it every year but we try to target
things we can see are going backwards.
Sometimes that is difficult as they tend not
to set seed so much. However, where plants
set seed and germinate freely we share
the excess plants with the rock garden for
planting out. The seeds are sown in January/

February in 9 cm (3.5in) long toms in the
same mix as we use for the adult tubers and
are top dressed with small grit. We place
them outside so that they get all the weather
on them. They usually take exactly a year to
germinate. Cyclamen sown in January 2015
germinated in January 2016.

The young seedlings are moved in to an
unheated glass house that is frost free to
protect them. If they get frosted when they
have just germinated and emerged they can
all perish very easily, so it is important to
check the pots every day, especially if frost
is forecast. The plants can take up to three
years to mature on the seedling bench during
which time they are plunged in a sand bed and
sprayed over once or twice a week. We also
feed the pots once a year to keep them ticking
over. It is important not to let seedlings
which are growing strongly dry out. On the
seedling bench they may not have a dormant
season until the second year, by which time
they should be a good size. It depends on the
individual plants as to what stage after that
they are moved on. We tend to just move the
entire pot as a whole and pot into a larger
pot. This way you have safety in numbers and
they protect each other.

Hardiness of tender cyclamen

| just wanted to touch on the hardiness of
some tender cyclamen. In the Rock Garden we
have planted out C. africanum, C. rohlfsianum
and C. persicum. Cyclamen dafricanum is doing
really well and thrives out there. | suppose
if it comes from some high elevation in the
mountains it is probably used to this kind of
cold weather. However C. rohlfsianum is not
doing so well though it did have a few flowers
on it last autumn. It has taken a long time to
get established and | don’t think it will persist.
The same goes for C. persicum — it will persist
for a few years and then will just fade out. Not
one for outdoor cultivation unfortunately.

Growing cyclamen at Kew

C. colchicum growing in the frost-free plunge bed.
Photograph by Martyn Denney

Pests and diseases

In the main, the cyclamen at Kew have been
reasonably free of disease. What usually gets
cyclamen is botrytis and as we have really
good air circulation in the houses, that is not
a problem. Recently however we have been
experiencing some difficulty with the native
clover mite, Bryobia praetiosa. These have been
very happy at chomping on the nice fat leaves
of the cyclamen and leaving them looking
rather sad and tattered. Fortunately they only
seem to do the damage towards the end of the
season and we are using Amblyseius andersoni as
a biological control to deal with the pest. This
takes place during the dormant season as the
predatory mite will eat the eggs of the clover
mite, thus hopefully getting rid of the problem
before the growing season starts.

The native clover mite, Bryobia praetiosa. Photograph
by James Lindsey at Ecology of Commanster
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Georgia field study
February 2015 —
C. coum

Martyn Denney and Richard Bailey

In 2014 the Society’s Research Sub-Committee
decided to carry out a taxonomic study of
the Cyclamen coum group of species. Some
botanists — principally Russian — consider
there to be a number of separate species
(C. abchasicum (Medw. Ex Kusn.) Kolak,
C. adzharicum Pobed., C. circassicum Pobed.,
C. coum Mill., C. kusnetzovii Kotov & Cernova,
C. vernum Sweet) and the proposition is
that the Society will use a combination of
morphological observations taken during field
studies and DNA analysis of leaf samples in
the laboratory to determine ‘once and for all’’
whether there is a single variable species or
some sort of a division is necessary.

Unlike many of our previous field studies,
the objectives do not include mapping the
distribution of the species but, rather, collecting

]

C. coum flowers at Site 15/02 beyond Likani (SW of
Borjomi). Photographs by Martyn Denney

representative data and plant material across
the whole of its range. Although the data
collected now are more extensive than those
during the first field studies in Turkey (1987,
1988, 1990) and Israel (1990), all the data
from those studies will be used in the analysis
as the basic data set is the same and the leaf
pattern, leaf shape, petal shape and sepal
shape ‘standards’ used in these earlier studies
will be used again. The project will take a
number of years. Cyclamen coum leaves were
collected in Lebanon in March 2014 during
the C. libanoticum field study (see the Journal
June and December 2014) but the first proper
phase was carried out in the Republic of
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Map showing the C. coum locations studied during the 2015 field study. Map data copyright Google 2016
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Georgia during February 2015 and the second
in Bulgaria in March 2016 (an account of which
will appear in the December 2016 Journal).
The data from all these studies and those
still to be carried out, will be analysed and
published in a few years’ time. This article just
tells the story of the field trip to Georgia.

For Martyn, this was to be a pleasurable
return to Georgia following the 2013
C. colchicum field study; for Richard it was a
new country but marked a return to a study
he began during the Society’s first ever field
study in northern Turkey in 1987 (see the
Journal June 1987 and June 1991).

Georgia is home to four of the putative
species: C. abchasicum, C. adzharicum, C. coum
and C.vernum Sweet. Approval had been
obtained from the Ministry of Environmental
Protection in Tbilisi to collect 16 living plants
and 32 herbarium specimens across their
range. We were accompanied by Manana

C. coum at site 15/04, just northwest of the Rikoti
Pass in the Likhi Mountain range

Khutsishvili (who had accompanied Martyn on
his earlier trip to study C. colchicum).

The plan was first to head west from Thilisi to
Borjomi and the ski area of Bakuriani and then
oninto the semi-autonomous region of Adjara.
Around Borjomi we expected to encounter
C. coum as C. vernum Sweet, whilst in Adjara
it would be C. adzharicum. On 10 February,
we headed up the valley of the Mtkvari River
towards Borjomi and found C. coum in flower
by the roadside near Akhalhaba, growing
around clumps of Helleborus caucasicus and
Primula woronowii. West of Borjomi, beyond
Likani, we encountered a larger population
of C. coum growing in open scrub and turf on
a delightfully sunny valley side. The flowers
here when seen close up were reminiscent
of C. pseudibericum, being slightly longer and
less ‘square’, though not of course in their
stature or the detail of the markings around
the mouth of the corolla.

We returned to Borjomi and headed up
towards Bakurianai where we had rooms
in a homestay. As we climbed higher we
encountered lying snow and turned off the
main road to search for cyclamen. Near the
church in Timotesubani we found what we
were looking for in a small population with
a few flowers poking through the wet snow.
Bakurianai was under a good depth of snow,
so after a snug night we retreated down the
mountain to head for the region of Adjara.

Adjara lies on the Black Sea coast with the
Turkish border as its southern boundary. The
area is very close to parts of Turkey studied
in 1987 and 1988 — at that time the border
was firmly closed, but by 2015 the road was
open and signposted to Hopa, Ankara and
Istanbul. The Acharistskali River flows through
the length of the province before joining the
Chorokhi shortly before it flows into the Black
Sea just south of the port-city of Batumi. In the
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Plant collection CSEI15027 at site 15/05 near Bodzauri
in the Acharistskali Valley, Adjara

east there is the 2,025 m (6,644 ft) Goderdzi
pass into central Georgia but this is closed with
snow in the winter and spring causing a diversion
around the mountains of about five hours. We
headed north to the national highway and then
west over the 996 m (3,268 ft) Rikoti Pass
where the highway crosses the Likhi Range of
mountains into western Georgia. Beside the
highway just west of the pass we found a small
population of C. coum that again exhibited the
slightly longer flower form (see p24).

Plant collection CSEI5036 at site 15/06 near Dioknisi
in the Acharistskali Valley, Adjara

Leaving Batumi behind we headed for the
Acharistskali Valley, picking up on the way
Nina of the Batumi Botanic Garden, who
was to be our local guide in Adjara. Time did
not allow us to visit the botanic garden itself,
though C. adzharicum was described from
there. Our base for the next two nights was
the village of Khulo. We were to spend one
day driving straight up to the snow line on
the Goderdzi Pass and then gradually working
down the valley to Khulo and a second day

o AN EA /)
C. coum (above and right) at site 15/08 below
Paksadzeebi in the Acharistskali Valley, Adjara,
showing the way that many of the plants here
have corolla lobes that are a paler blush pink in
the centre but magenta at the edges

investigating the lower part of the valley from
Khulo towards Batumi.

The Goderdzi Pass was under deep snow but
only 7 km/4.3 miles west (14 km/8.7 miles by
road) and 825 m (2,707 ft) lower down the
valley we encountered the first population
of C. coum near the village of Bodzauri. Snow
patches lay all around in shady places and

Georgia field study February 2015 — C. coum

hollows but C. coum was in leaf with a few
early flowers among deep rock debris and
Juglans regia leaf litter in the shelter of
massive limestone outcrops by the road. The
altitude here was about 1,200 m (4,000 ft)
and undeniably the climate still felt like winter.
The Acharistskali Valley is open to the effects
of the Black Sea and the warmth of spring can
be felt earlier due to this (and orange groves

The valley of the Chvanistskali River below site 15/12 — Takidzeebi Fortress, Adjara
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Galanthus woronowii by the Chakvistskali River in the Mtirala National Park, Adjara

abound). We encountered this at the time of
our visit, as a mere 3.5 km/2.2 miles further
(5 km/3.1 miles by road) and 250m (820ft)
lower, spring had already arrived and C. coum
was in full flower.

The putative species here would have been
C. adzharicum and whilst there appeared to
be no significant difference in the plants, the
variation in leaf patterns was much greater,
ranging from a plain deep green to an overall
pewter effect with every possible type of
hastate pattern or none. The flowers were
also more variable in shape and colour. Many
flowers had a shorter nose and ‘squarer’
petals. Many were also paler in colour — often
appearing so because although the edges of
the corolla lobes were magenta, the centre
of each lobe was more of a pale blush pink.
Very difficult to describe (but see p27). As we
moved further down the valley C. coum was
widespread and the herb layer in the habitat

became botanically far richer with significantly
more species being present. At many sites the
cyclamen were again associated with Helleborus
caucasica and in the lower part of the valley we
encountered the first of the Galanthus we
were to see on the trip — G. alpinus.

We had two final objectives in Adjara: to
visit a low level site close to the border with
Turkey and to explore the Chakvistskali River
Valley that runs through the Mtirala National

C. coum f. albissimum at site 15/14 in the Chakvistskali
River Valley

Pink-striped form of C. coum f. albissimum at site 15/14

in the Chakvistskali River Valley

T

C. coum and C. coum f. albissimum habitat at site 15/14 in the Chakvistskali River Valley
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Park a few kilometres to the north of where
we had been in the Acharistskali Valley.

As we drove alongside the river, climbing from
the Black Sea coast into the park, the valley
sides became increasingly wet. The part of
Georgia to the west of the Likhi Mountains,
including Adjara and Samegrelo (the home
of C. colchicum: see the Journal December
2013) is subjected to a continual stream of
moist warm air from the Black Sea, and as
this rises over the mountains it produces
rain to fuel the many rivers and streams in
the area. Having crossed the river we soon
passed quite large populations of Galanthus
woronowii by the side of the track and soon
afterwards spotted a plant of C.coum f.
albissimum growing in very wet moss that
was clinging to the side of a roadside bank.
Though this was a welcome find, more was
to come as where the valley opened a little it
hosted a most remarkable population.
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The Enguri Valley looking towards Svaneti in the Caucasus Mountains

Undoubtedly the pure white C.coumf.
albissimum on the wall of moss was an
interesting find. Pobedimova had no record
of any white C. coum — in the broadest sense
— from Georgia and the pure white forma
is known only from Turkey and Israel (see
the Journal June 1989 and June 1990) and
then only as isolated single plants. However
the extended population included both plants
with pure white flowers and others with white
flowers suffused around the petals’ edges, or
striped, with pink (see p29). White flowers
provided an estimated 45% of the population.

The variation in pink patterning might suggest a
variety of genetic situations. One possibility is
that asingle mutation in just one cell, early in the
petal’s development, caused the cell colour to
change from white to pink. All cells subsequently
developed from that one cell would then be
pink, creating a pink stripe. However, this
normally produces a clearly defined stripe
not common in this population (think of the

pink stripes on a blue larkspur petal). Or the
range of variation in pattern could be due to
non-chromosomal ‘inheritance’ comparable to
that often causing variegation in leaves. Or it
could just be simple genetic variation (think of
a beech hedge in spring, leaves appear at very
different times on different plants).

Whatever the cause the plants are very
beautiful. It is good therefore, to note that
regeneration around white-flowered plants
is probably adequate. Of 24 isolated white-
flowered plants examined, 14 showed no
seedlings or coiled down podsbut the
remaining 10 had 18 seedlings from 2014, 13
yearlings and 5 coiled down pods (while still in
full flower). Sufficient to ensure their survival
if the environment does not change (it was
basically rough grazing in a rural area and
significant change would seem unlikely).

Returning to the coast road we headed south
towards the border with Turkey at Sarpi and
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C. coum growing with Galanthus woronowii at site 15/17 near Lakhani in the Enguri Valley, Svaneti

surveyed a rather unremarkable population
of C.coum that looked the same as plants
that are found growing a couple of kilometres
further on in Turkey, and which would be
referred to as C.coum subsp. caucasicum
rather than C. adzharicum.

Having said goodbye to Nina, we headed
north to the Enguri River Valley in Samegrelo.
This valley is the gateway to the remote valley
of Svaneti deep in the Caucasus mountains
but it is also very close to the border with the
breakaway state of Abkhazia — the closest we
could get to the type locality of C. abchasicum.
We quickly found a population of C. coum
growing by the roadside just north of Jvari.
The plants were variable but appeared no
different to those in Adjara with a similar
ground flora of companion plants, but which
included Primula woronowii. We headed further
north up the Enguri Valley with the intention
of finding the most northerly population
before we hit snow-cover.

At Khaishi we entered the province of Svaneti
and crossed the river to the northern side.
As the valley closed in, snow patches started
appearing and just before the village of
Lakhani we found a roadside bank covered
in Galanthus woronowii and C. coum. The snow
had only recently receded but the plants were
in full flower — a glorious sight. Manana told us
that this was a new record as C. coum had not
been reported from Svaneti province before.
The cyclamen here were very similar to
those we had seen elsewhere and if anything,
were less varied with duller foliage. We did
however notice one plant that lacked the
characteristic two white spots at the base of
each corolla lobe.

We returned to Samegrelo and the next day
headed east, first to Tsageri and then north
beyond Lentekhi. This is the backdoor to
Svaneti and the tiny road eventually winds its
way for 75 km (47 miles) up the Tskhenistskali
River Valley, eventually crossing the 2,623 m
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C. coum growing with Colchicum woronowii at site 15/18 in the Tskhenistskali River Valley, southwest of Tsageri,

Lechkhumi District

(8,606 ft) Zagari Pass before descending into
the Enguri valley to Ushguli. In February the
pass is completely blocked by snow.

A little beyond Chvelieri, about 15 km (9.3
miles) from Lentekhi we reached the snowline
and started searching for C. coum. We found it
near some snow patches on a steep bank above
the river at the edge of mixed Castanea sativa,
Quercus, and Corylus avellana woodland growing
with some fine clumps of Primula vulgaris subsp.
woronowii . The form of Cyclamen coum here
would have been the putative species C. vernum
Sweet, but the leaves were somewhat more
pointed and could easily have equated to
C. coum subsp. caucasicum. We also noted that
unusually, many of the flowers appeared to
have been eaten, the pedicel having been bitten
off just behind the calyx, possibly by mice. (In
Britain on the Cotswolds, flowers of Pulsatilla
vulgaris are often nipped off by mice.)

We spent the night in Tsageri, waking up to
a white world as it had snowed during the
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night. We headed back to Thbilisi and looked
for cyclamen in the Trialeti range of mountains
north of the city, west of Mtskheta. Cyclamen
coum flowers are commonly picked from the
wild here and bunches are found for sale by
the roadside and in the flower market in Thbilisi
(we actually saw a bride with cyclamen in her
bouquet) so we wondered what we would
find. In driving snow we found a population
of C. coum growing in Carpinus caucasicus and
Juniperus oblonga woodland, the pink flowers
standing proud of their dusting of snow. Whilst
not intending to disparage them in any way,
they were very standard plants of Cyclamen
coum and, having performed all our necessary
tasks, we didn’t stay long as it was so cold!

The following day we drove east to Lagodekhi
on the border with Azerbaijan and not far
from that with Dagestan (part of Russia) to
the north. Here too it was snowing lightly
as we were welcomed at the offices of the
Lagodekhi Reserves by their Director. The
two reserves have a combined area of nearly

e WERRE. LR ¢ RS T o
C. coum under a dusting of snow at site 15/21 in the
Trialeti Mountains northwest of Thbilisi

25,000 hectares (97 sq miles) and Manana
had a report that C. coum had been found in
the reserve. Unfortunately the location had
been lost with the death of the Reserve’s last
botanist and the Director was only able to
show us photographs. Searching such a large
area in the snow was a hopeless task.

We headed west along the foothills of the
Caucasus Mountains that form the border
with Dagestan, turning north along forest
tracks looking for cyclamen. In the village
of Birkiani in the Valley of the Alazani River,
we were invited to see a large population
of Galanthus lagodechianus that was growing
at the back of the Muslem cemetery — all
of us, that is, except Manana as no women
are allowed within the cemetery. A lovely
population, but with translucent flowers due
to the wet and cold ... and no cyclamen.

Further west, by the Nekresi Monastery
(near Kvareli) we did find a good population
of very wet C.coum growing in a mixed
woodland of Carpinus caucasicus, Cornus mas,
Corylus avellana and Fraxinus excelsior with the
added interest of Galanthus lagodechianus,
Scilla sibirica and Primula woronowii. Cold and
wet, we retreated to the warmth of our
guesthouse in the town of Telavi.

We had intended that our final day in the field
would be spent in the Gombori Mountains
between Telavi and Thbilisi, but that was not to

Bunches of C. coum flowers for sale by the roadside
at Mtskheta, north of Thilisi

be. Telavi and the mountains were under more
than 30 cm (I ft) of snow. The closest we could
get to filling this gap in our distribution was
near Tsitsamuri on the edge of the Saguramo
range of mountains east of the Mtskheta gap,
north of Tbilisi. Again it had been snowing
and we were in an area where flowers were
gathered for the cut flower trade, but we
were able to find sufficient Cyclamen coum for
our research purposes, growing under a loose
canopy of Carpinus caucasicus, Quercus iberica
and Fraxinus excelsior.

This had been an interesting trip, both from
a botanical and cultural point of view, and the
study was successful in collecting the data and
plant material required to further the project.
It could not have been successful without
the support we received in the Republic of
Georgia, and we would like especially to
thank our friend Manana Khutsishvili, Head
of the Herbarium at the llia State University
Institute of Botany; our guide Nina from
the Batumi Botanic Garden (their help with
plant identification was invaluable) and our
driver Temuri Siukaev (very knowledgeable
and a lovely guy to travel with). We are
also very grateful to Teona Karchava of
the Ministry of Environmental Protection of
Georgia for granting us permission to collect
and export plant material, and Clare Trivedi
of the Millenium Seedbank Partnership, Royal
Botanic Gardens Kew (Wakehurst Place) for
allowing us to use their 4WD vehicle.
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A visit to Jo Hynes’s garden

A visit to Jo Hynes’s
garden

Trevor Wiltshire

One thing Jo Hynes is not short of is space for
her large collection of cyclamen which she has
been growing for the past 29 years. Her large
garden at Higher Cherubeer, Dolton, Devon
is not only repository for a Plant Heritage
National Collection of Cyclamen but is also
one of the National Gardens Scheme (NGS)
“gardens open for charity” to be found in
the Yellow Book. It has been featured on
television, magazines and newspapers.

Her plant collection reflects her commitment
in the wide range of cultivars grown and
species represented. She is passionate about
her plants and garden and has wide interests
— not just cyclamen. The one and a half
acre (0.6ha) garden is located only a few

A view across Jo Hynes’s garden with the alpine house in the background. Photograph by Trevor Wiltshire (TW)
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C. confusum with deep pink flowers and well-marked
fleshy leaves, growing in the alpine house. Photograph

by Jo Hynes (JH)

miles from the Royal Horticultural Society’s
Rosemoor garden, and has been developed
over the past 25 years. It is set at the
head of a south west facing valley at 158 m
(518 ft) in rolling farmland. It is undergoing
another transformation development as Jo and
husband Tom are reducing the now-overgrown
shelterbelt planted when they first developed
the garden from the original meadow alongside
the farmhouse. The property was originally a

A visit to Jo Hynes’s garden

Silver-leaved forms of C. coum growing with Galanthus in a woodland area (JH)

dairy farm (50 acres/20 ha) and Jo once bred
prize-winning rare-breed sheep.

The garden is dissected by a range of grass
and gravel paths many of which are edged
with cyclamen. Jo has a range of greenhouses
and a traditional style alpine house which
displays an interesting array of cyclamen,
Galanthus and alpines. Jo’s cyclamen are in
a mix of terracotta and plastic pots standing
on or under the greenhouse benches on a

C. rhodium subsp. peloponnesiacum growing with
Hellebores in a woodland bed (JH)

shallow layer of gravel. In the alpine house the
pots are plunged in sand to about half way.
On the day of my visit Cyclamen pseudibericum
was still showing masses of flower and a wide
selection of flower colour and leaf pattern was
apparent. Cyclamen coum was also present in
abundance in the greenhouse and garden. The
cyclamen have been obtained from a wide
range of sources, many from the Cyclamen
Society seed exchange and also from specialist
nurseries and other growers.

P

C. rohlfsianum flowering in the propagation house (JH)

34

35



A visit to Jo Hynes’s garden

[ L

A planting of C. hederifolium amongst the stones of a wall

Cyclamen balearicum was in flower in the
green houses with good silver leaves; clear
stripes in the petals on one of these caught
my eye and reminded me of the striping that
occurs in C. intaminatum. Cyclamen repandum
was everywhere under the benches in the
greenhouse and out in the garden a lovely
C. rhodium subsp. vividum looked great and so
naturally set against a tree covered in moss it
could have been in its native habitat. Jo has a
gravelled courtyard, herbaceous border, shady
woodland beds and a productive vegetable
garden. In the old concreted farmyard,

C. rhodium subsp. peloponnesiacum growing in the
alpine house plunge bed (JH)

(TW)

propagation takes place and potted plants
for sale on NGS open days are kept there. Jo
has her lean-to propagation greenhouse here
and can heat it if required to protect delicate
plants and seedlings from frost.

Tom has constructed raised beds and
drystone terracing which Jo has planted up
with cyclamen so reminiscent of similar walls
seen in Greek olive groves. On the raised
bed above these dry stone terraces, Jo has
planted C. coum ‘Pewter Group’ and it was
interesting to see all the self-sown seedlings

Jo Hynes in the alpine house (TW)

clustered at the edge of the stones marking
the path edge. The soil in the garden is a
stony acid clay — quite damp in some places
so that Primula do really well. Jo collects
Galanthus and has over 300 named cultivars
and species all over the garden, in what
looked to me to be ideal conditions despite
the exposed terrain and the south west’s
legendary rainfall. (There were heavy showers
on the day | visited in early April 2016.) There
was also a wide range of Hellebores and many
interesting woodlanders including Ranunculus
ficaria cultivars, Brunnera, Erythronium, Scilla,
Anemone and Pulmonaria.

As Jo’s is a country garden, she has to contend
with the usual depredation by pigeons, rabbits
and badgers. She fights vine weevil with
Provado sprays for rapid results on her
potted collections but prefers nematodes
for long-term prevention. Beneficial wildlife
is encouraged by nest boxes, log piles and
bird feeders. Jo’s vegetable garden has an
extensive chicken run and fruit cage; one of

A visit to Jo Hynes’s garden

C. colchicum flowering in the alpine house in
September (JH)

the resident bantams is allowed to forage in
the garden for insect pests. Willows abound
as Jo does basketry and she has a living willow
trellis and a pollarded willow avenue.

The National Collection of Cyclamen can be
visited by anyone when Jo’s garden is open for
the NGS, the next date being 2 October, 2pm
to 5.30pm. Details are on the NGS website
(ngs.org.uk). Group visits by arrangement
are also welcome.
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Seed Distribution

We currently have no Seed Distribution Manager
but will do our best to provide an as-near-normal
service as we can. However, Roy Skidmore has
agreed that in the interim all donations of seed and
all applications should continue to be sent to him.

Your application form is in with this Journal. Please
be sure to fill in the form fully (including your e-mail
address) and send the correct postage.

Donors

Fresh seed of all species/varieties is needed...
especially rarities such as C. purpurascens album.
Each variety should be packed in a separate
packet and labelled with the species name, varietal
epithet and 2016 code if applicable (see opposite).
Please ensure that all seed is completely dry,
clean and free from dried seed pod material — see
Journal, June 2009, p8. If you are sending seed
of C. persicum, include the flower colour of the
parent plant. Don’t forget that C. graecum subsp.
anatolicum has now been given species status as
C. maritimum (see December 2014 Journal p70) and
is on the list as Code 44. Will donors please be
aware of this. Please ensure that donations reach
Roy Skidmore by 31 August at the latest.

Applying for seed

Only applications on the official form will be
accepted. Please include your Society membership
number (after your name on your membership card
sent with the December Journal and on the June
address label). Distribution will start in mid-October
and takes four to six weeks so please do not enquire
about missing seeds until early December.

Please list adequate alternatives which should
include different varieties from those already
ordered. Where a variety is in short supply,
donors will get priority. No member will receive
more than one packet of any rare form or more
than five packets of any variety. No non-donor
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will receive all rarities. Last date for receipt of
all applications (UK and overseas) is 31 August
2016. Donated seed and application forms should
be sent to: Roy Skidmore,

Overseas members

All US members must apply for a small seed lot
import licence from the USDA. More information
on this can be found at: http://www.aphis.usda.
govlimport_export/plants/plant_imports/
smalllots_seed.shtml Overseas members are
advised to pay by limit cheque (see back of form)
drawn in euros on a euro account or dollars on
a dollar account. If this is not possible, seed will
be sent to the value of the payment, substituting
if necessary. Your list of alternatives is very
important. See also PayPal below.

CSE seed

Seed from plants collected on Society field studies
(each witha “CSE” number) will be listed separately.
To get this list (available after mid-September), UK
members should send a SAE to Roy Skidmore at
the address above. Overseas members just send
a self-adhesive label. The CSE list will also be
available via e-mail at seeds@cyclamen.org. A
special web page illustrating many of the parents
of the listed collections, in the wild, will be made
available at www.cyclamen.org/CSEseed2016.

Notes to holders of CSE plants

Please keep a careful eye on your plants to see that
seed pods are not missed and omitted from the
CSE seed distribution. Send seed to Roy Skidmore
(address above) as early as possible and if it is not
ripe or none has set by 6 Sept, please let him know.

PayPal

PayPal is offered as a payment facility for overseas
members only. If paying by PayPal, tick the
PayPal box on the application form. Once it is
known what seed is available, applicants will be
emailed with the cost of their order (likely to be
mid-October).

General Seed
List

(packets will be numbered only,
so keep this list)
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30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

africanum

alpinum

alpinum white fl

alpinum ex CSE

balearicum

cilicium

cilicium album

cilicium ex CSE

cilicium ‘Bowles Variety’
colchicum

confusum

coum magenta fl

coum pink fl

coum white fl

coum mixed

coum ex CSE

coum ex CSE 88397

coum ex CSE 88020B

coum albissimum ‘George Bisson’
coum albissimum ‘Golan Heights’
coum albissimum ‘Lake Effect’
coum caucasicum

coum (kuznetzovii)

coum scented

coum ‘Linnett Jewel’

coum ‘Linnett Rose’

coum ‘Meaden’s Crimson’
coum ‘Nymans’

coum EKB (pink & white
forms)

coum pewter/silver leaf, pink fl
coum pewter/silver leaf, white fl
coum ‘Blush’

coum ex BSBE form |

coum ex BSBE form 2

coum ‘Maurice Dryden’

coum ‘Tilebarn Elizabeth’
coum ‘Tilebarn Graham’
creticum

creticum ex CSE

cyprium

41
2
43
44

*45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
6l
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71

72

73
74

76
77
78
79
80
8l
82
83
84

cyprium ‘ES’
elegans
graecum graecum

maritimum (was graecum
anatolicum)

graecum candidum

graecum

graecum album

graecum ex CSE

graecum pewter/silver leaf
graecum ‘Glyfada’

graecum ‘Rhodopou’
hederifolium pink fl
hederifolium white fl
hederifolium mixed
hederifolium crassifolium
hederifolium ex CSE
hederifolium scented
hederifolium ‘Antiochus’
hederifolium ‘Artemis’
hederifolium ‘Bowles Apollo’
hederifolium ‘Ellen Corker’
hederifolium ‘Fairy Rings’
hederifolium ‘Lysander’
hederifolium ‘Perlenteppich’
hederifolium ‘Rosenteppich’
hederifolium ‘Ruby Glow’
hederifolium ‘Stargazer’
hederifolium ‘Tilebarn Greville’
hederifolium ‘Tilebarn Helena’
hederifolium ‘Tilebarn Shirley’
hederifolium pewter/silver leaf,
pink fl

hederifolium pewter/silver leaf,
white fl

hederifolium silver leaf, ruby fl
hederifolium ‘Nettleton Silver’
hederifolium ‘Silver Arrow’
hederifolium ‘Silver Cloud’
hederifolium ‘White Cloud’
intaminatum plain leaf
intaminatum patterned leaf
intaminatum mixed leaves
intaminatum pale pink fl
intaminatum ex CSE
libanoticum

mirabile

85 mirabile ex CSE

86 mirabile ‘Tilebarn Anne’

87 mirabile ‘Tilebarn Jan’

88 mirabile ‘Tilebarn Nicholas’
89 parviflorum

90 persicum pink fl

91  persicum white fl

92 persicum ex CSE

93 persicum pure white, no red nose
94 persicum ‘Tilebarn Karpathos’
95 persicum pewter/silver leaf
96 pseudibericum

97 pseudibericum roseum

98  purpurascens

99 purpurascens album

100 purpurascens ‘Fatra Form’

101 purpurascens silver leaf

102 repandum

103 repandum album

104 rhodium

105 rhodium ex CSE

106 rhodium peloponnesiacum

107 rhodium peloponnesiacum ex CSE

108 rhodium peloponnesiacum
albiflorum

109 rhodium vividum

110 rhodium vividum ex CSE

Il rohlfsianum

112 X drydeniae (coum x alpinum)

113 X hildebrandii (africanum x
hederifolium)

114 X meiklei (creticum x repandum)

115 X saundersiae (balearicum x
repandum)

116 X schwarzii (libanoticum x
pseudibericum)

117 X wellensiekii (libanoticum x
cyprium)

118 X whiteiae (graecum x
hederifolium)

119 balearicum x creticum

120 pot cultivars, large fl

121 pot cultivars, small fl

*Donors: only include subspecies
for seed of graecum if you are
certain this is correct. Where the
subspecies is unknown, label as
graecum (Code no 46).
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Show Business

Show Business

Shows in 2016 and 2017
Birmingham Conference Show: Sunday 11
September 2016 — Birmingham Botanical
Gardens

Penrith Joint Conference Show: Saturday 24
September 2016 — Penrith, Cumbria (see p3)

Autumn Show: Sunday 9 October 2016
— Hillside Events Centre, RHS Wisley

Winter Show 2017: Sunday 5 February 2017
— Hillside Events Centre, RHS Wisley

Spring Show 2017: Saturday | April 2017
— Hillside Events Centre, RHS Wisley

Autumn Show 2017: Sunday |5 October 2017
— Hillside Events Centre, RHS Wisley

Show Schedules, including trophies to be
awarded at the Birmingham and Wisley Autumn
shows have been included with this Journal and
are also available on the Society’s website
along with the Show Rules.There is no printed
schedule for the show at the Penrith Joint
Conference but it will be available at the show
(also see page 3). Staging of plants for all shows
starts at 8am and must be completed before
judging starts at 10.15am (8.45am at Penrith).

Members are invited to bring plants not for
competition which they would like to display
or ask about. Also please bring surplus plants
(cyclamen, or other plants likely to interest
cyclamen growers), to sell or exchange;
you will be expected to donate 25% of the
proceeds to the Society (50% at the Penrith
Conference). Exchanges will be treated as
sales. “Bargain” cyclamen (at a very low
price, to encourage starter growers) are
very welcome. Plants for sale should have
two labels, one with the name of the plant,
the other with the seller’s name and price:

Steve Walters’s C. coum, winner of Class A3.
Photographs by Martyn Denney

prices must be IN MULTIPLES of 50p — for
example £1.50, £2 and £3.50.

Any queries concerning the show schedules
or about the Wisley shows generally should
be addressed to the Show Secretary, Maurice
Jackson (shows@cyclamen.org) or the
Assistant Show Secretaries:
_
Full details about how selling plants works
and directions to the shows will be found on
the website: www.cyclamen.org/shows

Wisley Winter Show, 7 February 2016
Paul Whitlock writes: Sandwiched between two
days on which gales were much in evidence
(Wisley was closed for safety reasons on 8
February), the exhibitors put on a good display
to tempt the many visitors, despite the last
minute absence of a prolific exhibitor due to
iliness and the very warm weather throughout
the winter up to the show (again!).

Steve Walters was unfortunate in the difficult 3
pot classes. In the class for flower, his attractive
mid-pink Cyclamen alpinum and a pair of C. coum,
‘Golan Heights’ and ‘Meaden’s Crimson’ were
beaten by lan Robertson’s more floriferous
dark pink C. pseudibericum, C. coum ‘Album’ and
C. libanoticum (with a larger and darker mark at

lan Robertson’s C. parviflorum, winner of Class A9 and
the Joy Denney Memorial Cup for the best C. parviflorum

the nose than is usually seen in cultivation). In
the foliage class, Steve’s C. hederifolium ‘Peter
Moore’and two C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium
(both descended from CSE plants) were beaten
by Phobe Friar’s C. hederifolium ‘Lysander’, a
C. hederifolium (sporting arrow-head leaves with
a pattern of rings) and C. cyprium.

However, in the two C. coum classes shown
for flower (A3 and BI) Steve was a winner
both times. First with a tight clump of good-
sized pale pink flowers over a well-marked

Show Business

Lee and Julie Martin’s C. libanoticum, winner of Class
AlO.

leaf which beat lan Robertson’s more diffuse
flowering (white) plant. Then Steve scored
again with a tight clump of flowers of deep
pink and even better marked foliage (silver
with a green Christmas tree centre and rim,
which was a worthy Jill Moore Trophy winner),
beating Lee and Julie Martin’s very good,
white-flowered plant with a well-marked leaf.

Unusually, the winner of the Moira Reid Trophy
for best C. alpinum in flower, came from the
small pot class (B3) and was taken by Vicand Jan

C. coum exhibited by Steve Walters. Winner of Class Bl and the Jill Moore Trophy for the best C. coum
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Show Business

Vic and Janet Aspland’s C. alpinum, winner of Class B3 and the Moira Reed Trophy for the best C. alpinum

Aspland with a lovely carmine-flowered plant
over dark leaves. A well-flowered C. parviflorum
in Class 9 brought lan Robertson the inaugural
winning of the Joy Denney Memorial Cup, a
fitting tribute to a stalwart supporter of the
Society over many years.

The warm winter weather meant there were
some good showings from plants usually seen
more often at the spring show. So there were

C. persicum exhibited by Denise Bridges. Winner of
Class B4

two profusely flowering C. libanoticum from
Lee and Julie Martin and from lan Robertson
in Class AlO, plus C. pseudibericum, C. persicum,
C. rhodium and C. creticum elsewhere.

In the novice classes, | was very pleased to
see the return of Anne Vale, this time not just
with one but with a host of plants, for which
she was rewarded with a clean sweep of Class
ClI, C. coum shown for flower, and first prize

Anne Vale’s C. maritimum, winner of Class C4 and the
Temple Trophy for the best plant in the novice section.

for both Classes C3 and C4. So don’t be shy:
even if you haven’t exhibited before, please
pick some out for the next show.

Although Wisley Garden had a selection of
excellent plants already on show in the alpine
greenhouse, they were able to muster a very
good second string for a display table in the
hall. Floriferous C. coum and C. alpinum caught
my eye as well as a C. africanum with some
of the largest leaves | have ever seen. The
display was completed with C. pseudibericum,
C. persicum, C. x schwarzii and C. x wellensiekii.

The photo sections were of a high standard,
with C. graecum in their natural habitat and
C. rohlfsianum in cultivation notable, and gave
Sheila Brown a clean sweep. The usual (but
not in any way dull) display of early-flowering
crocus and snowdrops, from lan Robertson,
rounded off the show nicely.

Show Business

Class Results
I3 exhibitors, 88 competitive entries

Details of the results for all classes can
be found on the Society’s website:
www.cyclamen.org/shows

Judges: Vic Aspland, Roy Skidmore and
Paul Whitlock

Trophy Winners

Brian Mathew Award (best Society-collected
plant) — Not awarded

Jill Moore Trophy (best C. coum in flower)
— Steve Walters, Class Bl

Joy Denney Memorial Cup (best C. parviflorum
in flower) — lan Robertson, Class A9

Moira Reid Trophy (best C. alpinum in
flower) — Vic and Janet Aspland, Class B3

Temple Trophy (best plant in Novice Section)
— Anne Vale for C. maritimum, Class C4

Duncan Gates’s C. rhodium subsp. peloponnesiacum, winner of Class A4 and the Challis Cup for the best
C. rhodium in show
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Show Business

1: I g x d
lan Robertson’s C. rhodium subsp. vividum, winner of
Class A5

Wisley Spring Show, 9 April 2016

Roy Skidmore writes: The early spring weather
had been cool and damp and the day of the
show dawned in the same way. The date
clashed with an AGS event which was a
concern. A couple of the regular exhibitors at
the Cyclamen Show were not able to attend,
but overall the show was well supported.
It was good to see the plant sales tables
full of cyclamen and we were also lucky to
have Jan and Mieke Bravenboer over from
The Netherlands bringing lots of very good
cyclamen for sale.

C. creticum exhibited by Duncan Gates. Winner
of Class A8 and the Crete Trophy for the best
C. creticum in show

C. repandum exhibited by Duncan Gates. Winner of
Class A7

The Show entries in each class were not
numerous, but most classes had representation
and displayed good quality show plants. The
majority of the plants on display were C. persicum
and C. rhodium subsp. peloponnesiacum;as both are
very attractive species and flower profusely in the
early spring, this was good news for the show.

The opening Class Al showed a lovely trio of
flowering cyclamen from lan Robertson. They
were C. pseudibericum, C. persicum f. puniceum
and a really attractive C.rhodium subsp.
peloponnesiacum f. albiflorum. lan received a

lan Robertson’s C. parviflorum, winner of Class Al0

Show Business

lan Robertson’s Cyclamen x schwartzii winner of Class Al4 and the Peter Jones Plate for the best plant in show

first prize for this grouping and it was a good
start to the show.

The theme continued in Class A5 with lan
showing a C. rhodium subsp. vividum in a 25
cm (10 in) pot. The flower had a really strong
magenta colour but without the intensity of the

C. pseudibericum f. roseum exhibited by lan Robertson.
Winner of Class All

finest vividum seen in the wild. Unusually, the
leaves were well speckled for a vividum with a
plain green underside. This plant was a worthy
winner in the class. In Class A6 Steve Walters
showed a pale pink flowered C. rhodium subsp.
peloponnesiacum with an excellent heavily
speckled leaf, an interesting plant which was

Duncan Gates’s C. rhodium subsp. peloponnesiacum f.
albiflorum, raised from seed sown in 2007. Winner of
Class Al8 and the Kath Dryden Trophy
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Show Business

Leaves from lan Robertson’s C. rhodium subsp.
peloponnesiacum, winner of Class B4

grown from ex CSE92060 seed, a strain worth
looking for within the seed distribution (if
available) as it could produce exciting plants.

Growing C.repandum in a pot is not easy.
However, Duncan Gates showed how to do it in
Class A7: his was a beautiful plant with an unusual
pale flower colour and slim, twisted petals.

There was just one entry for Class AlO. This
was a C. parviflorum shown by lan Robertson,
a lovely plant, rarely exhibited, displaying 30+
petite pink, violet-scented flowers. lan also won
first prize in Class All with a C. pseudibericum
f. roseum, a fine example of this species, with
more than 50 flowers. Well done to lan.

Cyclamen x schwarzii was grown to perfection
by lan Robertson in Class Al4. The plant,

shown in a large pan, had soft pale pink
flowers with a lilac nose. It was a beautiful
plant deservedly winning the Peter Jones Plate
for the best plant in the show.

It is rare to see a C. persicum ‘Tilebarn
Karpathos’ on the show bench, so thanks
to Steve Walters for bringing it down from
Yorkshire to exhibit in Class Al8. The plant
is only four years old and was given second
in the class, but as it matures this will be
a top class plant. The winning plant in
the class was from Duncan Gates, who
showed a C. rhodium subsp. peloponnesiacum
f. albiflorum. The plant was grown from seed
sown in 2007. This plant was awarded the
Kath Dryden Trophy for best cyclamen raised
from seed in the show.

Class B2 was a well-supported class with five
entries. For the judges, this class presented
a close decision with two C. rhodium subsp.
peloponnesiacum f. albiflorum competing for
first place. The decision went to Denise
Bridges, who presented a very attractive plant
with lovely pure white flowers, with the pot
top-dressed with leaf mould, giving it a very
natural look.

We always have a favourite plant in a show,
and the following was mine. In Class B5, lan
Robertson showed a C. persicum f. albidum,
which was not placed by the judges. It was
so unusual with leaves of a pale green with a
darker green edge. There were 30+ flowers
of pure white (see opposite). As an all-round
plant, | would certainly liked to have taken
this home with me. | will say the winning plant
in that class, shown by Duncan Gates, was an
excellent C. persicum with the many flowers
growing out of the centre of the tuber.

The novice section had only a few entries for
this show. Gill Whitlock presented a lovely
C. persicum in Class C2. The plant was grown

from seed of an ex-Cyprus C. persicum. The
flowers were a good white with a dark nose.

In Class C4 Maurice Jackson won the Adrasan
Award for the best plant in the Novice
Section with a C. persicum. The leaves were
well-marked with pewter and green and the
flowers were a good clean white with a faint
nose; it most certainly deserved the award.
Congratulations to Maurice as this was the
first time he had shown at a Society show.

Visitors to the show were perhaps not
as numerous as usual, but everyone who
attended seemed to enjoy the day, with many
people taking photographs of the exhibits

At the close of the show it was good to see
that plant sales had done well. There were
many of the different species for sale, along
with a variety of surplus seeds from the 2015
seed distribution. Quite a few visitors were
asking if the C. repandum group could be grown
in the garden and were surprised to hear that
it could (certainly C. repandum itself). Cyclamen
libanoticum was another species of interest; this
can also be grown in the garden, in a sheltered
spot. In fact, one of the Wisley staff told me that
it was growing in the gardens there and took me
to see a very well established colony growing
under some birch trees (See page 5).

Thank you to all the exhibitors and helpers for
making it such a good day, and we can all look

Roy Skidmore’s favourite: C. persicum f. albidum,
exhibited by lan Robertson in Class B5, but unplaced

Show Business

B 3
Maurice Jackson’s C. persicum, winner of Class C4 and the
Adrasan Award for the best plant in the novice section

forward to the next show at the Birmingham
Botanical Gardens in September.

Class Results

9 exhibitors, approximately 64 competitive
entries

Details of the results for all classes can
be found on the Society’s website:
www.cyclamen.org/shows

Judges: Duncan Gates, Pat Nicholls
and Paul Whitlock

Trophy Winners

Peter Jones Plate (best plant in show) —
lan Robertson for C. x schwartzii, Class Al4

Challis Cup (best C. rhodium) — Duncan Gates
for C. rhodium subsp. peleponnesiacum, Class A4

Crete Trophy (best C. creticum) —
Duncan Gates for Class A8

Kath Dryden Trophy (best plant from
Cyclamen Society seed with brief history
notes) — Duncan Gates for C. rhodium subsp.
peloponnesiacum f. albiflorum sown in April
2007, Class Al8

Adrasan Award (best plant in Novice Section)
— Maurice Jackson for C. persicum, Class C4
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GREEN ICE NURSERY

Jan & Mieke Bravenboar

Kerkweg 70
6713 ND Ede

The Netherlands

www.Grean-lce-Nursery.nl

Green-lce-Nursery@ kpnplanet.nl

00-31-(0)318-630754

C. coum "Podoelain

THE MORTH AMERICAN

RE‘IEI( GARDEN SOCIETY

If you are interested in rock gardening in North America
or In rock garden plants from North Amerca, NARGS is
for you. Membership includes full-color Rock Garden
Quartarly, onling archive back to 1938, meetings across
Morth America, and an annual Seed Exchange.

Annual dues 540 in North America, 545 elsewhere.

Join online on the website using PayPal, Mastercard

or Visa. Alternatively write to: NARGS, PO Box 18604,
Raleigh NC 2T619-8604, USA.

www.nargs.org
W THE SCOTTISH P
ROCK GARDEN CLUB www.srgc.net '*::g:]
For alf thage who Bva fo grow, show and falk abouf plands and bubs Il"‘\ A

Haip from imternational pancpants i our busy wab site fonam ar wiww sime nel

An soxcafent hwvice peary journal 'The Rock Garden”

Our annual sead exchange of over 4,000 enfries

Shows - confenences - sfudent grands - and much mons.

Jain us by writing to SRGC P.O. Box 14063, Edinburgh, EH10 4YE

Or vigit our world rencwned web site link: “Join or Renew here' at  WWW.Srgc.net
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