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News

The Cyclamen of Greece
The recently published work by the Cyclamen 
Society, The Cyclamen of Greece booklet co-
authored by Peter Moore and Melvyn Jope, has 
now been produced in Greek. 

The plan to get the text translated into Greek 
came to fruition earlier this year following 
the translation from English to Greek by Sofia 
Terzopoulou from Giannitsa in Northern 
Greece. The decision was made to provide copies 
free of charge to appropriate organisations in 
Greece and distribution has now started.

We received a request from Georgia 
Konstantakopoulou at the Greek Central CITES 
Management Authority in Athens for 300 copies 
of “…your valuable book” which they would 
then distribute for use in their regional offices.

The next request came from Professor Emeritas 
Dr Georgia Kamari of the Department of 
Biology, University of Patras for 300 copies. 
Prof Kamari wrote: “First of all I would like to 
congratulate you for this wonderful work on 
the Genus Cyclamen in Greece. We believe that 
it is very important that it has been translated 
to the Greek language and it will help greatly 
to the knowledge of the Genus’s biodiversity 
in Greece”. Prof Kamari is also assisting the 
Society with suggestions for the distribution to 
other institutions and schools in Greece.

The Greek version can be purchased from the 
Society for £4 plus postage (see the Society’s 
website at www.cyclamen.org/publications).

Birmingham Conference 2015 
Roger Brook writes: The 2015 Conference will 
be held on Sunday 27 September 2015 at the 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens and will be in 
conjunction with the Birmingham Show.

There will be two lectures – the first will be 
given by Dr Alastair Culham, who heads up the 
Cyclamen Research Programmes at Reading 
University which, as you all know, the Society 
partially funds. His lecture is entitled Building 
the Cyclamen Family Tree. The second will be 
given by Melvyn Jope with the title Cyclamen 
hederifolium sub-species in Greece.

The lectures will begin at 2pm, each will last 
between 45 mins and an hour, with a comfort 
break of approx 15 minutes in between each.

For any of you who have never been to this 
Show and Conference, it is a wonderful day 
out. Not only will you be able to see wonderful 
cyclamen on display at the show, but hear two 
very able speakers letting us into the world 
of science and the realm of cyclamen in the 
wild with some beautiful photographs. I look 
forward to seeing many old and, hopefully, 
some new faces on 27 September.

�

News

Directions to the gardens can be found on 
the Society’s website: www.cyclamen.org/
conference.

Annual General Meeting 
All Society members are entitled to attend 
the AGM, which is to be held at 12.30pm on 
Sunday 27 September 2015, at the Society’s 
Conference in Birmingham.

Agenda
1.	 Minutes of the AGM 2014
2.	 Matters arising from the Minutes
3.	 President’s report
4.	 Secretary’s report
5.	 Treasurer’s report
6.	 Election of Officers and Committee
7.	 Appointment of Independent Examiner
8.	 Any other business

Nominations for the offices of President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Editor, Librarian, 
Membership Secretary, Publications Officer, 
Publicity Officer, Seed Distribution Manager 
and Show Secretary, and nominations for 
Members of the Committee should be signed 
by at least two members and sent to reach the 
Secretary before 6 September 2015. 

Note: nominations are welcome for all posts. 
Existing officers may stand for re-election.

The Secretary, Martyn Denney, can be contacted 
by e-mail at secretary@cyclamen.org or 
at 

�

News

Appeal for information
As you will have read previously in the Journal, the Research Sub-Committee are 
carrying out a project to determine the morphological differences and geographical 
boundaries between Cyclamen hederifolium subsp. hederifolium and C. hederifolium 
subsp. crassifolium. On page 15 they report the findings of the latest field study and 
subsequent laboratory work.

The Sub-Committee are now seeking to broaden the area analysed and would 
welcome information about wild populations of Cyclamen hederifolium in all 
countries, but especially from the Greek islands – and in this case, the more 
obscure the better. Please tell us of populations you are aware of, even if you think 
“…everyone knows about that place…”. We would rather be bombarded with 
information than miss something!

If you have plants of Cyclamen hederifolium raised directly from wild-collected seed 
and you are absolutely certain where that seed was collected, could you please 
provide us with details as in the autumn we may ask you to supply us with a leaf for 
flow cytometry analysis.

Please email your information to  
research@cyclamen.org

© Cyclamen Society
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Cyclamen parviflorum
Keith Fry writes: A double form of Cyclamen 
parviflorum has spontaneously arisen in a pot 
of tubers which I grow. I think it is not very 
elegant, and I don’t really like it, but it is unusual 
and as such is interesting. It lacks the charm of 
the normal form. As can be seen, there is no 
flower stalk fasciation so I think it has to be 
seen as a double.

Cyclamen in the sky
Richard Bailey writes: Are these the highest 
cyclamen to be found out of doors with public 
access in London? They were growing, in July 
2014, outside the 4th floor restaurant of the 
Royal Opera House – with a wonderful view 
of old Covent Garden!

Red-leaved cyclamen
Margaret Lister writes: This little plant is amongst 
my last year’s seedlings. I’ve never seen such red 
leaves before. Are they common in Cyclamen 
confusum? I’ve had great germination from this 
year’s seed, but no red seedlings.

Cyclamen coum corolla tubes
Martyn Denney writes: The putative variants 
of Cyclamen coum (abchasicum, adzharicum, 
circassicum, kusnetzovii, vernum) are often 
distinguished by quite small morphological 
differences. As a result of this, during the 
recent field study in Georgia (See ‘News’ in 
the Journal Vol 38, December 2014) a hand 
lens was used to examine flower parts. 
It’s amazing how fascinating the inside of 
the corolla tube can be and how addictive 
breaking open tubes to look inside can 

become. The corolla tube is the part of 
the flower, inwards from where the corolla 
lobes (petals) are joined at the point they 
reflex which is at least partly enclosed 
by the calyx. The dark violet or dark 
lilac blotch at the base of each corolla 
lobe usually descends inside the tube and 
according to several of the descriptions of 
the variants is supposed to be something 
like ‘…three unequal dark violet stripes (the 
middle longer than the lateral ones) inside 
the tube opposite each corolla lobe…’. It’s 
a pity no-one told the plants that! Whilst 
the three stripes do appear sometimes, 
it’s often not that straightforward as these 
two sets of examples show. The first is of a 
random selection from site 15/04, west of 
the Rikoti Pass in western Georgia, and the 
second set is from three of Jan and Meike 
Bravenboer’s cultivars.

A postcard album
Richard Bailey writes: A postcard album 
purchased from a secondhand bookshop in 
Cambridge. The only information about it 
comes from a tiny sticker reading “BRITISH 
MADE To Hold 200 Cards”. It seems probable, 
from style and materials, that it dates from 
the 1920s or early ‘30s, when such albums 
were popular.

Which species was the model? My guess 
would be Cyclamen persicum: the leaves fit, 

there are no auricles and it is the best known 
species – although the exserted stamens, 
albeit unattached, could suggest C. rohlfsianum. 
Yet another fictional plant in popular art? 

All I need now is 200 different cyclamen 
postcards!

A double-flowered form of C. parviflorum. Photograph 
by Keith Fry

C. persicum cultivars at the Royal Opera House. 
Photograph by Richard Bailey

Margaret Lister’s red leaved C. confusum. Photograph by 
Margaret Lister

C. coum corolla tubes: from site 15/04, Rikoti Pass 
(above); from Jan and Meike Bravenboer cultivars –  
C. coum with dark nose, C. coum f. album with dark 
nose, C. coum ‘Porcelain’ (right). Photographs by 
Martyn Denney

Cyclamen postcard album.  
Photograph by Richard Bailey

© Cyclamen Society
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Cyclamen persicum 
and C. coum in Israel

Oron Peri

In 1964 Israel implemented a law for the 
protection of wild flowers. Until then, one 
of the favourite activities on holidays and 
weekends was the joy of going out to the fields 
and picking large bunches of wild flowers. One 
of the reasons for this was probably the non-
existence of flower shops at that time. As a 
result, some of the geophytes were picked to 
the point of reaching an alarming situation; one 
of these was Cyclamen persicum.

This law was hugely successful as it was 
followed by a massive campaign by our school 
teachers, starting in kindergarten and going 

on through the whole of elementary school, 
as well as on the radio. I still remember 
well the large, beautifully-designed poster 
produced by the Society for the Protection 
of Nature, showing about 35 species such  
as the Oncocyclus irises, Paeonia mascula, 
Lilium candidum, tulips, narcissus, hyacinths and 
two species of cyclamen (Cyclamen coum and 
C. persicum).

This poster could be seen on the wall of every 
classroom in the state and the importance 
of not picking these flowers was explained 
to us over and over again. One of Israel’s 
leading song writers and composers even 
wrote a famous song entitled “The Waltz for 
the Protection of the Flora”; other songs were 
written for the anemone, narcissus and the 
cyclamen with words for the last saying: “under 
the rock a Cyclamen is growing, a most lovely 
Cyclamen…”. The name Rakefet which means 
cyclamen in Hebrew became quite a common 
name for girls. 

This law has been so effective that nowadays 
it is extremely rare to see someone picking 
wild flowers and, if caught, he or she pays a 
high penalty.

Cyclamen persicum is probably at its peak 
popularity at the moment. In recent years it 
has been grown commercially and in autumn 
tubers can be obtained in garden centres or 
ordered by mail. Many private gardens, road 
sides and roundabouts in towns are now 
planted with cyclamen. 

A problem in my opinion is that occasionally 
roundabouts and public gardens are being mass-
planted with small-flowered cultivars which, 
due to optimal growing conditions, would 
probably contaminate the wild populations in 
their vicinity. I have already found two plants 
which are definitely a cross between the wild 
and the cultivated forms.

�

Cyclamen persicum and C. coum in Israel

Cyclamen persicum with its elegance and fragile 
appearance is in fact a tough and adaptable 
plant. It can be found growing in different 
habitats under different conditions such as 
a few dozen metres from the coast line at 
almost sea level where the habitat is very 
windy and exposed to baking sun, often 
causing leaves to desiccate early while flowers 
still continue blooming for a couple of weeks. 
This species can also be found growing up 
to about 1,200 m (3,940 ft), mostly in rocky 
areas with Mediterranean oak scrub where it 
survives even a few days of snow.

This species will thrive in any kind of soil with 
a preference for rocky situations but often 
in open fields as well. The vast majority of 
bulbous plants in this region are the main diet 
of moles and porcupines but cyclamen are 
probably poisonous or possibly the animals 
just dislike the taste as they are left alone. 
What does become a severe problem is the 

over-population of wild boar which plunder 
the surface of entire fields and forests and as 
a consequence many cyclamen tubers are left 
out on the surface of the ground to desiccate. 

During the 60s and 70s, vast areas were planted 
with Pinus aleppicus with the aim “to paint the 
desert green”. To some extent, this was a 
successful project as this pine grows rapidly. 
Much later it became obvious that it had 
been a big mistake as pines burn rapidly and, 
worse, the ground underneath them becomes 
with time another type of ‘desert’ as very few 
plants manage to grow under these conditions. 
Orchids and cyclamen on the other hand 
found these conditions favourable due to the 
shade and humidity. Some forests are literally 
carpeted with cyclamen in astonishing numbers 
but, where shade is too dense, plants have lots 
of cabbage-like leaves and only a few flowers 
whereas in forest clearings they are bursting 
with flowers. Israeli ‘Society for the Protection of Nature’ poster 

from 1964. Photographs by Oron Peri

C. persicum on Mt Gilboa, Israel

© Cyclamen Society
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These highly-dense populations are usually 
where I look for good leaf forms as where 
there are literally hundreds of thousands of 

plants growing side by side there is always a 
chance to find good plants.

I have noticed that some populations tend to 
have more variability in leaf forms, colours 
and patterns while most have the common, 
typical green leaves. In two colonies, it seems 
that a genetic factor has caused a much higher 
percentage of variation in leaf forms and I keep 
visiting these sites every year as I quite often 
find a new surprise. This is where I found my 
‘Persian Beauty’, ‘Begonia leaves’ and some 
exceptionally good silver-leaved forms.

Cyclamen persicum var. autumnale is a much 
shyer variety. It grows in a few dozen locations 
throughout the country and its populations 
seem to stay at a steady number. It doesn’t 
seem to establish new colonies in new locations 
as it requires specific conditions which are 
usually very rocky and cooler, mostly growing 
on north-facing slopes. It is also much shyer in 
setting seeds. The situation with Cyclamen coum on the other 

hand is unfortunately very different. There 
are just three populations: one on the Golan 
Heights (Syrian territory occupied by Israel in 
1967), the second at Mt Hermon and the third 
in the Upper Galilee region, all growing above 
an altitude of 850 m (2,790 ft). 

The largest population is in the north of the 
Golan Heights where it grows in oak forest. 
Tubers are situated mainly at the base of 
the trees where they are more protected 
but also enjoy a drier area away from the 
puddles and with very little competition 
from other species. The habitat is unique: 
it consists of basaltic soil and receives an 
annual precipitation of 100-130 cm (39-51 in) 
which is significantly high for the Eastern 
Mediterranean; it also receives snow for 
short periods. The very long summer lasts 
from April to November which means seven 
to eight months without any rain and with 
high temperatures during daytime. This 

population regenerates and is doing quite 
well despite the many visitors and grazing.

On neighbouring Mt Hermon, the population 
is sparse and significantly smaller. Plants 
grow under grazed trees and in rocky 
situations at higher elevations where they 
are covered by snow for longer periods 
of time. In Upper Galilee the few, small 
populations are declining rapidly in numbers. 
Overall, this species is becoming critically 
endangered. I think it is caused by three 
factors: the climate which seems to be 
becoming ever drier, the sites which are 
massively visited by visitors at flowering 
time, and over-population by wild boar 
which destroy its habitat. This situation 
needs a fast intervention in order to keep 
these wonderful plants from disappearing 
completely. 

C. persicum var. autumnale in Galilee

C. persicum close to the coast in north Israel

C. coum on the Golan Heights

C. coum in snow on Mt Hermon
© Cyclamen Society
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The curator and director of the Royal 
Herbarium of Berlin at that time was Johan 
Klotsch, and in 1855 he had published his 
Begoniaceen-Gattungen und Arten (“Begoniaceae 
– Genera and Species”) which split the old 
genus Begonia into new genera. The Botanical 
Garden in Berlin grew much of Klotsch’s 
material and Hildebrand was able to make 
use of over 100 species for his thesis De 
caulibus Begoniacearum, imprimis iis, qui vasorum 
fasciculis in parenchymate medullari dispersis sunt 
praediti. Unusually, Hildebrand had worked on 
his thesis independently, without any help or 
advice. He received his doctorate on 30 July 
1858 and, after graduating, he published his 
dissertation in an expanded form in German, 
with illustrations.

In October 1859, at the age of just 24, he 
was invited to become Associate Professor of 
Botany at the University of Bonn, and he took 
up this appointment on 4 February 1860. On 
1 October 1868 he moved to the University 
of Freiburg as a full professor in the Faculty of 
Medicine, on a salary of 1,000 florins (about 
£125). His main speciality was the ecology of 
plants – particularly the ecology of flowers and 
seed dispersal. 

The space at Freiburg was relatively limited 
as it was a small university. At the time, the 
garden was on the left bank of the River 
Dreisam below the Friedrichsbrücke. The 
Botanical Institute was located on the river 
in the front of the garden, in a building 
that was part greenhouse and comprised a 
rather large, low room to which one climbed 
through a narrow and steep spiral staircase 
into a small extension where Hildebrand 
worked. For everyone else, there was a work 
room with four tables for students and a 
large table in the centre. There was a single 
cabinet for all the collections. In summer 
the lectures were held in a small lecture 
theatre in the botanic garden but, as there 

was insufficient heating, in winter they were 
relocated to the University. 

Hildebrand spent many happy years at Freiburg 
and tirelessly taught and worked. He had a 
small greenhouse assigned to him where he 
carried out all the horticultural work himself 
to ensure that all his results were accurate. He 
also worked around the garden and, despite 
its small size, due to his skill it contained many 
plants of biological interest. During the Franco-
Prussian war of 1870-1871 he maintained the 
garden completely by himself. In 1878, work 
started on an extension to the Botanical 
Institute and by the winter of 1879/1880 
the new facilities were in operation. These 
provided only a lecture theatre and two offices 
but this was probably the best that could be 
achieved with the limited resources available 
at the time.

In 1864, Friedrich Hildebrand married Auguste 
Böker from Remscheid and they had four 
sons. His reputation grew over the years. In 
1884 he was made a Councillor and in 1896 
a Privy Councillor. In 1902 he was invested as 
a Knight First Class with Oak Leaves of the 
Order of the Zähringer Lion (an order that 
had been created in 1812 by Grand Duke 
Karl Ludwig of Baden), and in 1907 he was 
elevated to a Commander Second Class. He 
retired in 1907 after nearly 40 years’ tireless 
activity and continued to garden and carry 
out experiments in the garden of his house in 
Karlstrasse. He died on 30 December 1915 at 
the age of 81.

Hildebrand was a contemporary of Charles 
Darwin and they corresponded between 1862 
and 1880, their first letters relating mainly 
to orchids and their pollination. Darwin had 
published a book about the fertilisation of 
orchids in early 1862 and this had been 
translated for publication in German (though 
it wasn’t actually published until 1877). The 

The name  
behind Cyclamen... 
Hildebrand

Martyn Denney

Since conception, the last in this series of 
articles about the names of the botanists 
that have described cyclamen species – and 
therefore are conventionally placed after the 
species name – was always going to be about 
Hildebrand. Whilst later botanists such as Otto 
Schwartz (1955, 1964) published more-detailed 
analysis of the species at a cellular level and 
splitters like Alexi Jordan (1903) published 
a higher volume of names, Hildebrand was 
responsible for more accepted names of 
cyclamen species than any other botanist and 
his morphological, biological and taxonomic 
works are still relevant today.

Friedrich Hermann Gustav Hildebrand was 
born in Köslin, Pomerania on 6 April 1835. 
Köslin (or Koszalin), on the southern Baltic 
coast, became part of Pomeranian Prussia 
following the Napoleonic Wars, but after the 
First World War it was returned to Poland. 
His father, Frederik Hildebrand, was a Privy 
Councillor of the Supreme Court of Justice and 
owned a large garden in the city and a country 
estate on the Baltic shore where, through his 
childhood, Friedrich’s interest in science was 
stimulated – an interest that was encouraged 
by his teacher, Herr Baumgardt, at the local 
high school (Correns, 1916).

At the age of 19 Hildebrand went to the 
University of Berlin with the broad intention 
of studying science. However, due to the 
influence of a friend he became interested in 
mountains and as a result he started studying 
mineralogy under Christian Weiss and geology 

with Gustave Rose. His father wanted him 
to study agriculture but he continued with 
chemistry and physics through the winter of 
1854 before moving to an estate in Koszalin 
as an agricultural apprentice in spring 1855. 
However, he soon realised that measuring 
grain and loading manure would not hold 
his interest in the long term. Having resisted 
his father, in summer 1855 he moved to the 
University of Bonn to study botany, but he 
left Bonn before the summer of 1856 and in 
the autumn he returned to Berlin to further 
his studies and graduate under the tutelage 
of Alexander Braun. He also studied with the 
algae specialist Nathanael Pringsheim who 
was a lecturer at the University and had 
just published some of his most important 
works. Unfortunately Hildebrand’s study of 
algae didn’t turn out too well and in 1857 he 
turned to his lecturer Robert Caspary in Bonn 
requesting a topic for his thesis, and chose an 
anatomical study of Begoniaceae.
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two scientists assisted each other with seeds 
and other material and their correspondence 
appeared respectful and cordial though there 
was friendly rivalry which becomes obvious 
in the following extracts from letters from 
Darwin to Joseph Dalton Hooker at Kew:

22 July 1863: “Hildebrand has two or three 
times been so obliging to me that I am bound 
to do what I can to gratify a little harmless 
vanity.”

16 May 1866: “Hildebrand of Bonn has 
sent thro’ me to the Congress a curious 
paper on the fertilization of Corydalis. The 
horrid man has been taking the bread out of 
my mouth, as he has out of G. Henslow’s, 
for the Fumariacæ have been a pet subject 
with me & he has likewise just made out the 
trimorphism of Oxalis.”

6 January 1868: “I heard yesterday to my 
joy that Hildebrand has been experimenting 
on the direct action of pollen on mother-
plant with success. He has also succeeded in 
making a true graft-hybrid between 2. vars.  
of Potatoes, in which I failed: I look at this 
as splendid for Pangenesis, as being strong 
evidence that bud-reproduction & seminal 
reproduction do not essentially differ.”

Hildebrand had a strong interest in Oxalis and 
would have liked to have written a monograph 
about the genus, but it was probably fortunate 
for Darwin, and certainly for ourselves, that 
he decided not to do this due to a lack of 
reliable living material. Instead, he chose to 
work on cyclamen. The comparatively small 
number of species and their distribution 
around the Mediterranean basin made them 
an ideal subject.

It’s not clear when he started working on the 
genus. He was certainly growing cyclamen in 
1867 (Hildebrand 1895) and we know that he 

collected plants on Mt Pentolikon near Athens 
in March 1885 (Hildebrand 1894). 

Hildebrand published a series of papers from 
1894 to 1897 describing in fine detail his 
observations of the morphology and biology 
of cyclamen, especially their flowers and tubers 
and, in 1898, he published his monograph on the 
genus Die Gattung Cyclamen L. eine systematische 
und biologische Monographie (Hildebrand 
1898a) which drew together the results of 
his experiments and his knowledge at that 
time. This work is still relevant to the study of 
cyclamen today and we are fortunate to have 
the English translation by Erna Frank which was 
published by the Cyclamen Society in 1999 and 
is still available.

He had found the naming of species within 
the genus to be in chaos but he conceded 
that there was a little less confusion in the 
herbaria than in the literature: “A survey of the 
different Cyclamen species in botanic gardens 
and commercial nurseries revealed a great 
confusion in the naming of the species.” 

He said that in a study such as the one he 
was undertaking, “…living material is needed, 
because it alone can provide a complete 
picture of the essential character and life of 
a plant”. With cyclamen, unlike oxalis, he 
was able to obtain living plants of all species 
then known, but he admitted that even the 
value of these varied according to their origin 
– whether they came from their natural 
habitat or from a garden. “As the distribution 
of the genus Cyclamen is centred around the 
neighbouring areas of the Mediterranean, 
it was not too difficult to obtain tubers of 
almost all species from their original locations 
and to cultivate them. Some plants could be 
studied directly in their natural habitats. This 
was very easy with Cyclamen europaeum 
which has such a wide distribution and no less 
so with Cyclamen neapolitanum, many forms 

of which occur in numerous places in Italy. It 
could be seen and collected for cultivation 
near Florence, Rome and Naples, together 
with Cyclamen repandum, growing in the 
same locations. A specimen of Cyclamen 
graecum was obtained from its Pentelicon 
location. Herr E. Hartmann collected and 
sent numerous living specimens of Cyclamen 
persicum and Cyclamen ibericum from 
Palestine and Syria while Herr Siehe provided 
Cyclamen cilicicum from the Cilician Taurus. 
In Naples the firm of Dammann & Co obtained 
tubers of Cyclamen ibericum and Cyclamen 
alpinum from their native habitats in the 
orient, and Herr E. Autran in Chambésy near 
Geneva even arranged for a tuber of Cyclamen 
Rohlfsianum from the Cyrenaican desert and 
one specimen of Cyclamen balearicum to be 
available for observation. Both these plants 
were cultivated in the garden of Herr Barbey. 
Therefore it was possible to get almost all 
Cyclamen species, as far as they are known, as 
living plants from their original habitats. Only 
for Cyclamen cyprium, africanum and Coum 
the help of nurseries had to be enlisted and 
they provided living material from locations 
which could not be identified accurately.”

He went on to say that it was “… essential to 
study a plant over several years and not just 
for one period of growth. This does not only 
apply to Cyclamen species in general but to 
individual plants, which have to be observed 
for several consecutive years to find out which 
aspects of their development are constant 
and which are changing over a period of time. 
This is, however, a time-consuming and often 
arduous task but it yields results that could not 
be achieved by observations over just one year 
or even less by briefly looking at the plants in 
their native habitats.“

In subsequent years Hildebrand published 
further papers and described about 12 species, 
of which five are accepted species names 

today (in bold below) and one is in use as a 
subspecies of C. hederifolium.  All his papers are 
listed in the references overleaf – to which the 
years refer.

Cyclamen pentelici (1894) (withdrawn by 
Hildebrand in 1896a)

Cyclamen neapolitanum var. crassifolium 
(1898a) (= C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium)

Cyclamen libanoticum (1898b)

Cyclamen pseudibericum (1901)

Cyclamen hiemale (1904) (= C. coum)

Cyclamen creticum (1906a)

Cyclamen mirabile (1906a)

Cyclamen pseudograecum (1906c)  
(= C. graecum subsp. candicum)

Cyclamen maritimum (1908)

Cyclamen pseudo-maritimum (1908)  
(= C. maritimum)

Cyclamen Jovis (1908) (?= C. hederifolium)

Cyclamen aegineticum (1908) (= C. graecum 
subsp. graecum)

Nine years after his monograph, in 1907, 
Hildebrand published a second major work 
which detailed his further observations: Die 
Cyclamen – Arten als ein Beispiel für das Vorkommen 
nutzloser Verschiedenheiten im Pflanzenreich 
(“The Cyclamen species as an example of the 
occurrence of useless differences in the plant 
kingdom”). Instead of analysing each species, 
Hildebrand considered each plant part in turn and 
its differences across the genus as a whole. This 
paper is particularly interesting in the context 
of the Society’s current research programme in 
Greece which is considering the geographical 
and morphological boundaries of C. hederifolium 
subsp. crassifolium. Hildebrand discusses the 
development of the fleshier leaves of this taxon 
and the fact that whilst he speculates that they 
may originally have developed for environmental 
reasons, the feature is maintained in cultivation 
in their progeny. 
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In summarising his paper, Hildebrand speculates 
as to whether one could look at the various 
features that characterise the differences 
between the species and use these to produce 
a family tree that might show their evolution. 
However, he saw the great difficulties in doing 
this and felt that even after many more years 
studying the genus he may not be able to 
achieve it. He went on to say that he didn’t 
believe that the differences were due entirely 
to natural selection, but some were more likely 
to have been caused by environmental factors 
– though he conceded that natural selection 
must occur due to the enormous amount of 
variation that would bring absolutely no benefit 
to the plant.

One can but wonder what Hildebrand would 
have made of the DNA analysis that we have at 
our disposal today and the phylogeny that has 
been produced.
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Field study of  
C. hederifolium  
in Greece, 
November 2014

Melvyn Jope 

In the Journal, Vol 33, June 2009, an article 
‘A new species of Cyclamen from Crete’ was 
published. This refers to the plant which we 
now know as Cyclamen confusum which is 
distinct for a number of combined reasons. 
The plant is hexaploid having a chromosome 
number of 2n=102, it has a different DNA 
sequence and its distribution, as far as is 
known, is restricted to an area of Western 
Crete.

Elevating this taxon to specific rank raised 
the matter of the status of plants formerly 
named Cyclamen hederifolium subsp. confusum 
from locations other than Western Crete. 
Those plants are now known as C.hederifolium 
subsp. crassifolium and the article, in describing 
the new subspecies, says it “…is distinct 
predominantly for chromosome number 
[tetraploid 2n=68] and morphology. Although 
the extent and variety of the morphological 
differences are not yet clear and the geographic 
boundaries of the distribution have not yet 
been defined…”.

In another article in the same Journal 
‘Confusum and crassifolium – practical issues’, 
it is made clear that the information given is 
a provisional guide, however it does include 
some information that is now considered 
by some to be unhelpful. No wonder there 
is often discussion, especially at Society 
shows about whether a plant labelled as 
Cyclamen hederifolium subsp. crassifolium 

or C. hederifolium subsp. hederifolium has 
been correctly identified. Perhaps not so 
demanding if the specimen clearly looks like 
one or the other but what about plants with 
intermediate characteristics?

Project
The matter was discussed at length in the 
Research Sub-Committee and following the 
support previously provided by the Greek 
Authorities it was decided by the Sub-
Committee that a field study should be 
undertaken in Greece. The team was to 
comprise Melvyn Jope, Keith Fry and Roy 
Skidmore. 

Since the morphology (the outward appearance) 
of the flowers of the two subspecies was 
thought not to be significant, research could 
focus on variation in leaves. It was considered 
that collection of living plants was not 
necessary for the research therefore approval 
was requested and subsequently granted from 
the Greek CITES authorities for the collection 
of up to 200 leaf samples, approximately 100 of 
each subspecies.

C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium at Katafygio, north 
of the Gulf of Corinth, site 14/17G. Photographs by 
Melvyn Jope
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The proposal was to see if it might be possible 
to look at plants in their natural habitat, make 
a judgement based on their morphology and 
then see if that judgement proved to be 
correct following laboratory analysis – DNA 
sequencing at the University of Reading and 
Flow Cytometry (see page 19) in Holland. It 
was also proposed that leaf samples should be 
taken from selected plants for measurement 
and herbarium specimens. A limited range of 
leaf measurements would be taken but they 
would be supplemented by photographs of 
leaf samples taken on a grid using a plant 
press designed by team members specifically 
for that purpose.

It was thought possible within the time 
constraints of the study to start at Mt Chortiatis 
near Thessaloniki (a known C. hederifolium subsp. 
hederifolium habitat) and then go north to the 
Bulgarian border and west to Igoumenitsa and 
the island of Lefkada. That would be followed 

by driving south and crossing the Corinthian 
Gulf over the Rio-Antirio bridge at Patras, 
then south via Kalavrita, Sparta, Kalamata and 
the length of the Mani peninsular returning to 
Athens via Gythio, Leonidi and Nafplion. The 
net result was travelling in a reasonably straight 
line, east to west and north to south.

The 2,000 kilometre (1,240 mile) journey 
meant quite long travelling days only stopping 
in one location for two nights and that stay 
wasn’t really planned. There were some very 

scary moments travelling in dense fog in the 
Parnassos Mountains, intense rain in the 
Igoumenitsa area (a tornado was occurring 
at this time in nearby Corfu), but we also 
experienced some very good weather. On the 
plus side, as well as many fascinating cyclamen, 
we saw many Crocus, Colchicum, Sternbergia 
etc as well as interesting birds like pelican, 
flamingo and egret.

Other highlights of the journey included, during 
the first evening, the opportunity to share a 
meal with the translator of The Cyclamen of 
Greece (see page 2), Sofia Terzopoulou and her 
husband Kostas Parasidis and, later in the first 
week, have coffee with Matoula Devetsis who 
first introduced us to Sofia.

Our arrival at Kardymili happily coincided with 
a meeting of the Peloponnese Section of The 

Leaf samples of C. hederifolium subsp. hederifolium 
collected on Mt Chortiatis, site 14/01G

Mt Chortiatis, southeast of Thessaloniki, site 14/01G. This site is covered in Crocus chrysanthus in spring. The top of 
the mountain is a military zone with no access

C. hederifolium subsp. hederifolium habitat in misty beech woods on Mt Vermion, west of Thessaloniki (site 14/04G)

C. hederifolium subsp. hederifolium leaves on Mt Vermion 
(site 14/04G)
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The plants furthest north near the border 
with Bulgaria were typical Cyclamen 
hederifolium subsp. hederifolium, plants 
from Lefkada were, as expected, typical  
C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium. As stated 
earlier no plants were collected but we did 
make contact on Facebook with a resident of 

Lefkada who was keen on native plants and 
she has offered to send us some seed when 
it is ready.

In the north of the Peloponnese plants looked 
like typical C. hederifolium subsp. hederifolum 
but then further south into the Mani they 
invariably looked like C. hederifolium subsp. 
crassifolium.

An impression gained on this visit was 
that plants which appear to be growing in 
isolation are likely to be an outlying plant in a  
C. hederifolium subsp. hederifolium population, 
whilst C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium 
seems to have more defined boundaries  
to populations.

Results of lab work and assessment 
of measurements taken in the field.
‘Flow Cytometry’ is a laser-based technique 
that can be used to measure the DNA 
content of individual cells. It is a cheap and 
effective way of obtaining information about 
ploidy (the number of sets of chromosomes 
in a cell) by providing a value for the mass 
of DNA in a cell, thereby avoiding the 
need to count the chromosomes under a 
microscope. Some data on Flow Cytometry 
on leaf samples has been obtained. As well 
as 21 leaf samples collected during this 
November 2014 visit to Greece, we also 

Mediterranean Garden Society. As a result we 
were guided by Katarina Georgiou to remote 
mountain villages that we would have been 
unlikely to have found without her help. We 
noted Cyclamen hederifolium subsp. crassifolium 
growing in abundance at Katafygio with Crocus 
hadriaticus and Crocus boryii and this became 
one of our studied sites.

Members of the field study team have 
frequently been asked on our return if 
the financial troubles of the country were 
obvious to us when travelling and they were: 
very light traffic on most roads; many closed 
commercial and industrial properties; and 
tavernas with few customers. Our Greek 
contacts confided that whilst they are not 
starving, life is very difficult and that they 
are very apprehensive about the future. 
In contrast to this negative observation 
we encountered nothing but hospitality and 
kindness and felt perfectly safe wherever we 
travelled.

One stop that is almost compulsory to the 
cyclamen lover is for coffee at the Kyklamino 
Kafenion at Kosmas. This mountain village 
near Leonidi is well known as the location in 
spring for large numbers of Cyclamen rhodium 
subsp. vividum.

We did see other unexpected cyclamen – 
pots of florists’ cyclamen used for decoration 
outside the Alpha Cafe in Nafplion.

Throughout our travels we encountered just one 
plant of Cyclamen hederifolium subsp. crassifolium 
f. virgineum (the form with white flowers) and 
that was at the site near Aeropoli.

Observations
Our permit expired on 30 November and the 
study was undertaken as late as possible in 
the hope that plants would all be in leaf. This 
was generally the case and was important to 
ensure that the leaves being evaluated were 
all mature.

Leaves of C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium on Lefkada 

Leaves of C. hederifolium subsp. hederifolium at site 14/11G, near Kalavrita in the Peloponnese

Galanthus reginae-olgae at site 14/16G on the Langada 
Pass in the Peloponnese
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included leaf samples from plants collected 
on previous field study visits to Kefalonia 

(2011), Zakinthos (2008), Corfu (2007), 
Sicily (2006) and Ikaria (2003). 

An interesting outcome of the results of 
the Flow Cytometry was that in two cases 
the assumption made when attempting to 
identify subspecies in the field was shown 
to be incorrect. The leaf sample taken at 
Site 14/07G near Igoumenitsa was thought 
from the plant morphology to be Cyclamen 
hederifolium subsp. crassifolium but was shown 
by the laboratory results to be C. hederifolium 
subsp. hederifolium. The leaf sample taken at 
site 14/08G between Arta and Amfilochia 
on the Ambracian Gulf was thought to be 
C. hederifolium subsp. hederifolium but was 
shown by the laboratory results to be C. 
hederifolium subsp. crassifolium. All other 
subspecies assessments made on site were 
correct. It is perhaps just a coincidence that at 
two consecutive sites we made an incorrect 
judgement, but interesting in itself that among 
the three of us on the field study we must 
have looked at tens of thousands of Cyclamen 
hederifolium but we still found it impossible to 
get all of our visual identifications correct.

Using leaf material from previous field studies 
we were able to confirm our expectations that 
plants from Corfu were likely to be Cyclamen 
hederifolium subsp. hederifolium and that plants 
from Zakinthos were likely to be C. hederifolium 
subsp. crassifolium.

The map included with this article shows the 
distribution of the subspecies as known so far. 
There are some obvious gaps in our knowledge 
particularly at the eastern end of the Greek 
mainland. The Research Sub-Committee will 
give consideration to ways in which this might 
be addressed.

Summary 
When Cyclamen confusum was described, the 
result for the amateur cyclamen enthusiast 
was that they could still be left in some 
doubt about the accurate identification of 
the species. The results of this field study 

appears to indicate that it is unlikely that we 
will always be able to identify with absolute 
confidence C. hederifolium subsp. hederifolium 
as distinct from C. hederifolium subsp. 
crassifolium as speciation (ie the evolutionary 
process by which new species are formed) 
is still taking place. There are indications of 
factors that can be taken into account (eg 
chromosome counts of 2n=34 and 2n=68 
respectively) but other factors have not 
yet stabilised so there are intermediate 
morphological features. We therefore find 
ourselves in company with growers of 
Helleborus, Crocus, Fritillaria and Galanthus 
where one of the first questions likely to be 
asked when seeking to establish the identity 
of a species is “Where is its natural habitat?”. 
The answer does not always contribute to 
the certainty wished for.

We, as cyclamen enthusiasts, need plant 
names and descriptions for identification but, 
sadly, plants in the wild do not always conform 
to the boundaries that we seek to impose.

The Society wishes to thank Mrs Georgia 
Konstantakopoulou from the Athens CITES 
team for her assistance with granting approval 
for the field study.Map showing the locations where leaf samples were collected during the field studies in 2007, 2008, 2011 and 2014. Red 

= C. hederifolium subsp. hederifolium; Green = C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium. Map data copyright Basarsoft, Google 2015

C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium at Katafygio, north of 
the Gulf of Corinth, site 14/17G

20

Field study of C. hederifolium in Greece, November 2014

21

Field study of C. hederifolium in Greece, November 2014

© Cyclamen Society



Musings on  
Cyclamen cilicium

Martyn Denney

My most abiding early memory of Cyclamen 
cilicium was visiting Jacques Armand’s original 
premises in Praed Street (Paddington, London, 
England) in the early 1980s. At the time, the 
most common species in cultivation seemed 
to be C. hederifolium, C. coum, C. repandum and 
C. cilicium, though the firm also sold C. persicum 
and C. maritimum (then simply referred to as 
C. graecum). I have memories of seeing Kath 
Dryden working in the back room with some 
of the choicer bulbs whilst the passageway 
from the road was lined with wooden bulb 
crates of cyclamen. In the autumn these would 
be a mass of flowers and leaves as the tubers 
insisted on getting on with the job in spite of 
what must have seemed an unlikely habitat. 
Cyclamen cilicium is particularly etched on my 
memory due to the sheer profusion of flowers 
appearing to cascade from the stack of boxes 
and the wonderful almost honey-like scent.

As was the custom in the 1980s, these 
were wild-collected tubers exported under 
license (and against a quota) from their native 
countries. In the case of Cyclamen cilicium they 
had most likely been collected by one of the 
five villages either south of Lake Beyşehir, or 
west of the road from Akseki to Manavgat, 
nearer the Mediterranean. Today is a different 
world though since, although export quotas 
still exist, the villagers have turned to other 
forms of income as the demand for wild-
collected tubers is thankfully now almost non-
existent. When Chris Clennett and I visited the 
area during the C. cilicium field study in autumn 
2009, the Muhtar (the elected Head) of the 
village of Hocaköy told us that his village now 
collected as little as 150 kg (330 lbs) of tubers 

per year, whereas in past years it had been as 
much as 1,000 to 2,000 kg (2,200 to 4,400 lbs). 
Not only were orders down, but they received 
only the equivalent of about 30p per kilo (14p 
per lb) for Cyclamen cilicium tubers whereas 
they were paid much more for leaves of Salvia 
grandiflora or Origanum sp. from which oils 
could be extracted.

Cyclamen cilicium is a widespread species but is 
endemic to the Taurus Mountains of southern 
Turkey, from approximately north of Adana in 
the east, in a wide ‘V’ southwest to the coast 
around Anamur and then roughly northeast as 
far as Bala Daği by Lake Eğirdir in the west, a 
distance of some 570 km (355 miles) as the 
crow flies (via Anamur). It only inhabits areas 
where the underlying rock is limestone and is 
often found growing on soils that are either 
terra rossa or dark brown loam. Cyclamen 
cilicium f. album is known only from one site 
between Akseki and Manavgat where in 2009 
there were only about 15 plants. For more 
information about its range and habitat see the 
report of the 2008 – 2009 field studies in the 
Journal, Vol 34, June 2010.

Since Cyclamen cilicium was described in 
1849 by Edmund Boissier and Theodor von 
Heldreich in 1849 (see the Journal, Vol 38, 
December 2014), it was illustrated very little 
until books with photographs appeared. It was 
reviewed as a garden plant, but not illustrated, 
in the Gardener’s Chronicle of 1883 (Series 3, 
Vol 19). Its parts were illustrated by Friedrich 
Hildebrand in 1898 and 1907 (see page 10), but 
the first illustration of a whole plant appears 
to have been a black and white photograph of 
it growing in the wild near Mersin in Turkey 
published in the Gardener’s Chronicle on 5 
February 1898 (Series 3, Vol 23). 

Cyclamen cilicium has never appeared in Curtis’s 
Botanical Magazine, and wasn’t featured in the 
Journal in the days when paintings were the 

only illustrations (1986 – 2000); however a 
painting was commissioned for the Society’s 
book, Genus Cyclamen, and this was painted 
by Christabel King.

In 2011 the Society commissioned a painting 
of Cyclamen cilicium for the latest in our 

series of postcards. The artist selected  
was Işık Güner (www.isikguner.com). Işık 
produced two paintings for us to select from. 
One was clearly suited for a postcard (see 
the Journal, Vol 37, June 2013), and the other 
wonderfully detailed painting we present to 
you here.

Cyclamen cilicium. Watercolour by Işık Güner painted in 2011 from a plant in the Nezahat Gökyiğit Botanic 
Garden, Istanbul
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The relationship of  
C. purpurascens with 
‘C. fatrense’

Keith Fry

In 2013, Jaromír Kučera, Peter Turis, Judita 
Zozomová-Lihová and Marek Slovák from 
the Institute of Botany, Slovak Academy 
of Sciences in Bratislava, wrote a paper 
published in Preslia (a botanical journal), 
with the title: ‘Cyclamen fatrense, myth or 
true West Carpathian endemic? Genetic and 
Morphological evidence.’

In this short article, their findings and their 
conclusions are summarised. It’s worth noting 
that Cyclamen fatrense is treated as a separate 
taxon by some Czech and Slovak botanists but 
this is not universally accepted. The authors 
begin by discussing the conditions required for 
endemic species to develop and argue that the 
Western Carpathian Mountains, where Cyclamen 
fatrense is found, offer such conditions. 

In essence, for a population of plants to 
become an endemic species, it needs to be 
separated from all related populations by some 
physical barrier which prevents interbreeding 
such as an ocean or mountain range. If 
this isolation is long term, the differences 
between the populations will become greater 
as they become more precisely adapted to 
their environment. Eventually, given enough 
time, a distinct form will develop which will 
be both morphologically (its appearance) and 
genetically (its characteristics) different.

In order to show any such differences between 
Cyclamen purpurascens and C. fatrense, over 
900 plant samples from 46 populations were 
collected from five regions in Europe: 

1.	 the western parts of the Eastern Alps 
(Germany); 

2.	 the eastern parts of the Eastern Alps 
(Austria); 

3.	 the Western Alps and the Jura (France); 

4.	 the Western Carpathians (Slovakia); and

5.	 the Dinaric Alps (the former Yugoslavia).

These are shown on the map opposite.

These samples were analysed for any 
morphological and genetic differences using 
a range of criteria, such a leaf patterning, 
floral dimensions etc and modern techniques 
of DNA analysis, to determine any genetic 
distinctiveness.

Their results showed that there were NO 
differences in the numbers of chromosomes 
between any of the plants studied, but 
there were both genetic and morphological 
differences between the plants from the 
Western Carpathians and the other four 
areas. The Carpathian plants very rarely had 
any patterning on the leaves and the leaves 
tend to be more rounded in shape. They also 
showed clear genetic differences. The other 
four areas also showed differences from each 
other; for example, the plants from the Jura 
area had very small flowers and appeared less 
vigorous. In general however any differences 
were not as clear cut or as marked as the 
differences between the Carpathian form and 
the others.

The authors argue that there is insufficient 
evidence to separate any forms from areas 
1, 2, 3, and 5, but there is sufficient evidence 
to separate forms from the Western 

Carpathians, area 4. They therefore propose 
the formation of two new subspecies of 
Cyclamen purpurascens: C. purpurascens subsp. 
purpurascens for all plants other than from 
the Western Carpathians and C. purpurascens 
subsp. immaculatum (Hrabětová) Halda & 
Soják (immaculatum meaning unmarked) for 
plants from the Western Carpathians. They 
do not think there are sufficient grounds for 
elevating C. purpurascens subsp. immaculatum 
to full species level. The name ‘Cyclamen 
fatrense’ does not apply and should not be 
used. The name to be used must be the one 
which was first assigned to this plant in 1971. 
Anyone interested in reading the complete 
paper should email treasurer@cyclamen.
org for the link to download it (the URL is 
too long to insert here).

On a personal note, I am quite clear that 
the plants I grew as ‘Cyclamen fatrense’ 
were distinct from Cyclamen purpurascens 
in a number of areas but the one which I 
recall clearest, other than the lack of leaf 
patterning, is that they were much easier to 
cultivate and much more tolerant of the way 
in which I grew them than the plants called 
Cyclamen purpurascens.

There seems little reason for the Cyclamen 
Society not to adopt the name proposed 
in the paper for the Western Carpathian 
mountain forms of Cyclamen purpurascens and 
accept the conclusions and recommendations 
in the paper from the Slovakian Institute of 
Botany, that the plants formerly known as 
‘Cyclamen fatrense’ should now to be called 
Cyclamen purpurascens subsp. immaculatum.

Reference
Kučera, J, Turis, P, Zozomová-Lihová, 
J, and Slovák, M (2013): “Cyclamen fatrense, 
myth or true West Carpathian endemic? 
Genetic and Morphological evidence”. Preslia 
85 (2), 133-158.

Cyclamen purpurascens subsp. immaculatum

Map showing the five regions where samples were collected. Map data copyright Basarsoft, Google 2015
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Cyclamen cultivation 
in British Columbia

Wilhelm Bischoff

We came to Canada in 1960 and lived in two 
places in Ontario. First in the ancient, meteor-
crater area north of Sudbury. Three years 
later, after some long and severe winters, we 
moved to Hamilton, south west of Toronto. 
When, in 1987, we had the opportunity to 
move to the West Coast of British Columbia, 
we did so without any hesitation. We had 
visited the Vancouver area several times 
before and found it climatically more suited 
to the life style we aspired to, especially 
gardening. The climate there also resembled 

more the climate we grew up with in south 
western Germany.

Our new home town became Surrey B.C., 
just south east of Vancouver, in an area called 
the ‘Lower Mainland’ (in winter: Lower Rain-
Land). A new house was waiting for us with a 
new front lawn as decoration. We spent the 
next three years getting our garden in the front 
and back of the house laid out and fenced in. 
No more lawns. At the same time we joined 
several horticultural clubs. There, we met 
fellow plant lovers – among them growers of 
hardy cyclamen. We knew of cyclamen from 
our birth place in Germany but had never 
seen any grown in a garden environment 
because we had lived too far north of the 
Alps, the home of Cyclamen purpurascens. 
This plant was known to us as ‘Alpenveilchen’ 

(Alpine Violet, a typical misnomer). Still to us 
it was one of the most revered wild flowers 
we knew, just after ‘Edelweiss’ and ‘Enzian’ 
(Leontopodium and Gentiana). 

During visits to the excellent parks in 
Vancouver and surrounding municipalities 
we were very pleased to be able to see 

all these plants. Visits to gardens of fellow 
club members broadened our knowledge and 
desire to give a loving home to all these plants 
as well. Luckily we met several people who had 
similar interests and a good knowledge of the 
genus Cyclamen. One was very generous and 
gave us some plants to start our new hobby. 
Following her advice, we joined the Cyclamen 
Society in England, a decision we never 
regretted. The Society’s publications and 
seeds became the foundation of our cyclamen 
passion. While this was all in progress, we 
kept on planting rhododendrons throughout 
our garden. These provided us with many 
excellent places to under-plant with different 
cyclamen species. The rhododendrons were 
kept with the lower branches pruned to give 
us space to work and also to provide us with 
good views of these lovely plants. Now we 
had plants that provided winter foliage and 
flowers throughout the seasons. After 27 
years we now enjoy cyclamen throughout 
our garden, in full sun and in shade, under 
trees and bushes and in our rock-garden. We 
provide alkaline top dressing where growing 
conditions are too acidic because of the many 
broad-leaved conifers we have raised. 

Of late, we have started to grow calciphile 
cyclamen (ie ones that thrive in lime-rich soil) South Surrey, British Columbia looking north towards the Golden Ears Mountain. The red bushes in the foreground 

are Highbush Blueberries. Photographs by Wilhelm Bischoff

C. coum in February in the front yard C. colchicum flowering in the greenhouse in October.

C. hederifolium under rhododendron bushes, flowering 
before the leaves appear, in mid-August
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in our TUFA rock area with good results. The 
very vigorous Cyclamen hederifolium gave us 
the excellent start we needed and introduced 
us to their Mediterranean growth habitat. 
No leaves during the hot and dry summers 
and early-fall blooms with evergreen foliage 
during our mild winters. This was just the 
opposite of the growth habits of the plants 
we knew. The next was Cyclamen coum which 
rewarded us with an excellent variety of 
leaf patterns and scented blooms, starting 
in mid-January and lasting well into March. 
The third selection was the many very-
scented varieties of Cyclamen purpurascens 
– an evergreen cyclamen. 

Now we had plants for just about every 
condition in our garden: full sun, light shade 
and full shade. These plants provide us with 
seeds every summer, some to be planted by 
us and most to be donated to the clubs we 
belong to and the regional parks we visit on 
a regular basis. We are pleasantly surprised 
to see every season that these plants have 
started to multiply and that no one damages 
the plants or flowers. May I note that several 
parks had been given cyclamen plants and 
seeds by generous donors well before us. 
In time we met most of them and are very 
pleased to be part of their efforts. As the 
local municipalities keep expanding and new 

parks are established or existing ones are 
enlarged, requests for our plants and seeds 
never diminishes. Indeed it is a pleasure to be 
part of this endeavour. 

Since we have just a ‘City Size Lot’ we are 
now somewhat restricted in space and grow 
many plants in pots, including cyclamen. 
This enables us to display blooming plants 
where we can see them, at our patio, 
around our water features and along-sides 
our walkways. After blooming, these pots 
will be moved to a resting place. Plants with 
attractive growth or leaves will be used 
similarly. We also take several plants to our 
monthly society meetings. 

Most plants are planted into commercially 
available plastic pots. These pots are then set 
into larger decorative ceramic containers. 
This way we can easily replace and exchange 
spent plants. Cyclamen are used in this 
manner as well. Large pots with small trees 
or bushes are under-planted with different 
cyclamen species and varieties. Using ceramic 
pots in this way keeps the plants cooler as 
well as helping to reduce drying of the soil. 
Cyclamen seedlings sometimes appear in 
pots where they haven’t been sown. This 
nice surprise is as a result of recycling used 
potting compost.

I grow several species in pots where the 
pots are outside year round. Even Cyclamen 
rhodium and its subspecies are left outside 
amongst the C. coum where they are now 
producing leaves.

One Cyclamen rohlfsianum is in a pot in the 
alpine house where the lowest temperature 
is about 5ºC (41ºF) on some nights.

The climatic conditions here on the Pacific 
coast are very similar to southern England/
Cornwall or the state of Hessen, our original 
home, where the winters are warmer and 
wet and the summers are cooler and dry. 
We have had some summers without rain 
for eight weeks or more, just like the 
Mediterranean coasts and islands, the home 
of so many cyclamen species. As compared 
with the rest of the Pacific coast, we have 
the advantage of having the mountainous 
Vancouver Island just west of us which 
shields us from the sometimes severe Pacific 
storms. By using well-draining soil and 
arranging our garden in raised beds we can 
avoid water saturation. The dry summer 
conditions can be overcome with hand 
watering where needed. Luckily we have 
excellent drinking water here on the coast. 
The pH is almost 7. 

We can safely grow 18 cyclamen species 
outdoors throughout the seasons with 
excellent results. Cyclamen species listed 
in the Society’s newly-published, excellent, 
eight-page “A Gardener’s Guide”, are hardy 
as outdoor plants in our area. Several of the 
species listed as “Tender Species” can also be 
considered as outdoor plants. Our cyclamen 
species are inter-planted to suit their growth 
habits and size requirements. This results in 
a very picturesque setting throughout the 
seasons. Seed collecting becomes a bit of a 
problem, as some seeds cannot be properly 
identified without leaves. Seeds which we are 
not sure of will be sown by us and the plants 
identified later after leaves have appeared. 
For all these years, we’ve bought seeds from 
abroad, especially from the Cyclamen Society 
and from sellers listed in the Society’s twice-
yearly Journal. 

We will keep on enjoying these beautiful 
miniature “Shooting-Star Flowers” from the 
lands about and within the Mediterranean. 
We will do whatever we can to get more 
people interested in their culture. For people 
who are interested in cyclamen, this can open 
many additional interests: modern and ancient 
languages, geography, geology, history and 
ancient religions.

C. coum flowering in January this year. A dark form of C. coum flowering in a concrete block C. purpurascens growing under rhododendron bushes in 
the front yard

C. purpurascens: “…we grow many plants in pots …this 
enables us to display blooming plants where we can 
see them…”
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Seed Distribution

Roy Skidmore writes: As the 2014/2015 Society Seed 
Distribution has now been completed, I would like 
to pass on my continued thanks to all the seed 
donors and all the members who have assisted me 
with this task. The support is invaluable to me. 

Your application form is in with this Journal. Please 
be sure to fill in the form fully (including your e-mail 
address) and send the correct postage. 

Donors
Fresh seed of all species/varieties is needed…
especially rarities such as C. purpurascens album. 
Each variety should be packed in a separate packet 
and labelled with the species name, varietal epithet 
and 2015 code if applicable (see opposite). Please 
ensure that all seed is completely dry, clean and 
free from dried seed pod material – see Journal, 
June 2009, p8. If you are sending seed of C. persicum, 
include the flower colour of the parent plant. If you 
are sending wild-collected seed, please state date 
and location of collection. Cyclamen graecum subsp. 
anatolicum has now been given species status. It is 
now C. maritimum (see December 2014 Journal p70). 
I am continuing to use Code 44 for this new species. 
Will donors please be aware of this. Please ensure 
that donations reach the Seed Distribution Manager 
by 31 August at the latest.

Applying for seed
Only applications on the official form will be 
accepted. Please include your Society membership 
number (after your name on your membership card 
sent with the December Journal and on the June 
address label). Distribution will start in mid-October 
and takes four to six weeks so please do not enquire 
about missing seeds until early December.

Please list adequate alternatives which should include 
different varieties from those already ordered. Where 
a variety is in short supply, donors will get priority. 
No member will receive more than one packet 

of any rare form or more than five packets of any 
variety. No non-donor will receive all rarities. Last 
date for receipt of all applications (UK and overseas) 
is 31 August 2015. Donated seed and application 
forms should be sent to: Roy Skidmore,  

Overseas members
All US members must apply for a small seed lot 
import licence from the USDA. More information 
on this can be found at: http://www.aphis.usda.
gov/import_export/plants/plant_imports/
smalllots_seed.shtml Overseas members are 
advised to pay by limit cheque (see back of form) 
drawn in euros on a euro account or dollars on 
a dollar account. If this is not possible, seed will 
be sent to the value of the payment, substituting if 
necessary. Your list of alternatives is very important. 
See also PayPal below.

CSE seed
Seed from plants collected on Society field studies 
(each with a “CSE” number) will be listed separately. 
To get this list (available after mid-September), UK 
members should send a SAE to Roy Skidmore at 
the address above. Overseas members just send a 
self-adhesive label. The CSE list will also be available 
via e-mail at seeds@cyclamen.org. A special web 
page illustrating many of the parents of the listed 
collections, in the wild, will be made available at 
www.cyclamen.org/CSEseed2015.

Notes to holders of CSE plants
Please keep a careful eye on your plants to see that 
seed pods are not missed and omitted from the 
CSE seed distribution. Send seed to Roy Skidmore 
(address above) as early as possible and if it is not 
ripe or none has set by 6 Sept, please let him know.

PayPal
PayPal is offered as a payment facility for overseas 
members only. If paying by PayPal, tick the PayPal 
box on the application form. Once I know what seed 
is available, I’ll email applicants and let them know 
the cost of their order (likely to be mid-October). 

General Seed 
List
(packets will be numbered only,  
so keep this list)

1	 africanum
2	 alpinum
3 	 alpinum white fl
4 	 alpinum ex CSE
5 	 balearicum
6 	 cilicium
7 	 cilicium album
8 	 cilicium ex CSE
9 	 cilicium ‘Bowles Variety’
10 	 colchicum
11 	 confusum
12 	 coum magenta fl
13 	 coum pink fl
14 	 coum white fl
15 	 coum mixed
16 	 coum ex CSE
17 	 coum ex CSE 88397
18 	 coum ex CSE 88020B
19 	 coum albissimum ‘George Bisson’
20 	 coum albissimum ‘Golan Heights’
21 	 coum albissimum ‘Lake Effect’
22 	 coum caucasicum
23 	 coum (kuznetzovii)
24 	 coum scented
25 	 coum ‘Linnett Jewel’
26 	 coum ‘Linnett Rose’
27 	 coum ‘Meaden’s Crimson’
28 	 coum ‘Nymans’
29 	 coum EKB (pink & white 

forms)
30 	 coum pewter/silver leaf, pink fl
31 	 coum pewter/silver leaf, white fl
32 	 coum ‘Blush’
33 	 coum ex BSBE form 1
34 	 coum ex BSBE form 2
35 	 coum ‘Maurice Dryden’
36 	 coum ‘Tilebarn Elizabeth’
37 	 coum ‘Tilebarn Graham’
38 	 creticum
39 	 creticum ex CSE
40 	 cyprium

41 	 cyprium ‘ES’
42 	 elegans
*43 	graecum graecum
44 	 maritimum (was graecum 

anatolicum)
*45	 graecum candidum
46	 graecum
47	 graecum album
48 	 graecum ex CSE
49 	 graecum pewter/silver leaf
50 	 graecum ‘Glyfada’
51	 graecum ‘Rhodopou’
52	 hederifolium pink fl
53	 hederifolium white fl
54 	 hederifolium mixed
55 	 hederifolium crassifolium
56	 hederifolium ex CSE
57 	 hederifolium scented
58 	 hederifolium ‘Antiochus’
59 	 hederifolium ‘Artemis’
60	 hederifolium ‘Bowles Apollo’
61	 hederifolium ‘Ellen Corker’
62	 hederifolium ‘Fairy Rings’
63	 hederifolium ‘Lysander’
64	 hederifolium ‘Perlenteppich’
65	 hederifolium ‘Rosenteppich’
66	 hederifolium ‘Ruby Glow’
67	 hederifolium ‘Stargazer’
68	 hederifolium ‘Tilebarn Greville’
69	 hederifolium ‘Tilebarn Helena’
70	 hederifolium ‘Tilebarn Shirley’
71	 hederifolium pewter/silver leaf, 

pink fl
72	 hederifolium pewter/silver leaf, 

white fl
73	 hederifolium silver leaf, ruby fl
74	 hederifolium ‘Nettleton Silver’
75	 hederifolium ‘Silver Arrow’
76	 hederifolium ‘Silver Cloud’
77	 hederifolium ‘White Cloud’
78	 intaminatum plain leaf
79	 intaminatum patterned leaf
80	 intaminatum mixed leaves
81	 intaminatum pale pink fl
82	 intaminatum ex CSE
83 	 libanoticum
84 	 mirabile

85 	 mirabile ex CSE
86 	 mirabile ‘Tilebarn Anne’
87 	 mirabile ‘Tilebarn Jan’
88 	 mirabile ‘Tilebarn Nicholas’
89 	 parviflorum
90 	 persicum pink fl
91 	 persicum white fl
92 	 persicum ex CSE
93 	 persicum pure white, no red nose
94 	 persicum ‘Tilebarn Karpathos’
95 	 persicum pewter/silver leaf
96 	 pseudibericum
97 	 pseudibericum roseum
98 	 purpurascens
99 	 purpurascens album
100 	purpurascens ‘Fatra Form’
101 	purpurascens silver leaf
102 	repandum
103 	repandum album
104 	rhodium
105 	rhodium ex CSE
106 	rhodium peloponnesiacum
107	 rhodium peloponnesiacum ex CSE
108 	rhodium peloponnesiacum 

albiflorum
109 	rhodium vividum
110 	rhodium vividum ex CSE
111 	rohlfsianum
112 	X drydeniae (coum x alpinum)
113 	X hildebrandii (africanum x 

hederifolium)
114 	X meiklei (creticum x repandum)
115 	X saundersiae (balearicum x 

repandum)
116 	X schwarzii (libanoticum x 

pseudibericum)
117 	X wellensiekii (libanoticum x 

cyprium)
118 	X whiteiae (graecum x 

hederifolium)
119 	balearicum x creticum
120 	pot cultivars, large fl
121 	pot cultivars, small fl

*Donors: only include subspecies 
for seed of graecum if you are 
certain this is correct. Where the 
subspecies is unknown, label as 
graecum (Code no 46).
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Show Business

Further Shows in 2015
Birmingham Conference Show: Sunday 27 
September 2015 – Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens.

Autumn Show: Sunday 11 October 2015 
– Hillside Events Centre, RHS Wisley.

Maurice Jackson writes: At the Show Sub-
Committee of the Cyclamen Society on 24 
January 2015 a number of decisions were 
made, which it is hoped will improve the 
Society’s shows. 

It was decided that there should no longer be 
a class for the progeny of Society-collected 
plants. The Sub-Committee did not want 
to reduce the number of classes. It was 
unanimously decided that there would be a 
class instead for: ‘Any cyclamen showing new 
or unusual features of leaf or flower or both’.

The results of the DNA studies of Cyclamen 
graecum funded by the Cyclamen Society and 
undertaken by the University of Reading are 
convincing in the way that they show that what 
was called C. graecum subsp. anatolicum is a 
separate species (see the Journal, Volume 38 
December 2014). It has been suggested that 
in future it should be referred to as Cyclamen 
maritimum, a name that was first used for this 
taxon by Friedrich Hildebrand. It was agreed that 
there should in future be a new class for: ‘Cyclamen 
maritimum shown for flower, foliage or overall 
effect.’ In future, the Buglass Bowl and the Mick 
Reed Bowl will be awarded for the best Cyclamen 
graecum or Cyclamen maritimum in show.

In the Three-pot classes (A1 and A2), the 
word ‘distinct’ has proved contentious. It has 
therefore been decided to leave this word out 
and in future the classes will be:

Class A1 – 3 pots of cyclamen shown for 
flower, and 

Class A2 – 3 pots of cyclamen shown for 
foliage.

Show schedules, including trophies to be 
awarded at the Conference Show and the 
Autumn Show, are included with this Journal 
and are also available on the website along 
with the Show Rules. Staging of plants for all 
shows starts at 8am and must be completed 
before judging starts at 10.15am.

Members are invited to bring plants not 
for competition which they would like to 
display or ask about. Also please bring 
surplus plants (cyclamen, or other plants 
likely to interest cyclamen growers), to 
sell or exchange. You will be expected to 
donate 25% of the proceeds to the Society 
(exchanges will be treated as sales). ‘Bargain’ 
cyclamen (at a very low price, to encourage 
starter growers) are very welcome. Plants 
for sale should have two labels, one with 
the name of the plant, the other with the 
seller’s name and price: prices must be in 
multiples of 50p – for example £1.50, £2 
and £3.50.

Any queries concerning the show schedules 
or about the Wisley or Birmingham Shows 
should be addressed to the Show Secretary, 
Maurice Jackson (shows@cyclamen.org) 
or the Assistant Show Secretaries: 

 

Full details about how selling plants works and 
directions to the shows will be found on the 
web site: www.cyclamen.org/shows.

Wisley Winter Show, 7 February 2015 
Paul Whitlock writes: Though the warm weather 
before Christmas and cold weather since 

Show Business

had been less than ideal for some species 
expected at this show, the exhibitors put on 
both a prolific floral display and sumptuous 
foliage too.

Cyclamen coum shown for flower (Class A3) 
was won by Steve Walters with a tight 
clump of good-sized, pale-pink flowers over 
a well-marked leaf with a dark Christmas-
tree centre on a light-green ground with 
dark-green rim, that also won the Jill Moore 
Trophy. Ian Robertson’s 2nd-placed plant had 
more diffuse flowering but still good-sized 
flowers, white this time, over another good 
leaf, a narrower Christmas-tree centre on a 
light-green ground with no green rim. In the 
smaller pot size (Class B1), the flowers were 
generally darker pink but the foliage was even 
better, particularly so one silver with a green 
rim exhibited by Steve, and another with an 
additional green midrib, for Ian.

Cyclamen alpinum shown for flower (Class A8) 
featured Ian Robertson’s Farrer medal winning 
plant, slightly showing its age now, with flowers 
more diffuse and of different heights and foliage 
not as tight as once it was. However, it is still 
a very good plant with leaves mostly silver, 
flecked with brighter silver, topped by strongly 
contrasting dark-magenta flowers. Its progeny 
are surely in the wings waiting to take over 

C. coum winner of Class A3 and the Jill Moore Trophy for best C. coum in flower, grown by Steve Walters. 
Photographs by Martyn Denney

Steve Walters’s C. coum ‘Kusnetzovii’ winner of Class B1
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the mantle. In the smaller pot size (Class B3), 
the judges were spoilt for choice, though there 
were notably no very pale or very dark flowers 
here. The class was won by a plant raised from 
seed from the Society collection CSE97007 
with strongly hastate patterned leaves topped 
by a clump of good-sized, mid-pink flowers 
exhibited by Steve Walters.

Other plants I especially noted for having good 
foliage were: Cyclamen hederifolium from Jan and 
Vic Aspland and C. hederifolium ‘Tilebarn Greville’ 
(or ‘Helena’) from David Sissons in Class A5; a 
C. persicum ‘Tilebarn Karpathos’ having a fine 
deep-green centred leaf with silver midrib and 
marginal band from Duncan Gates in Class A12; 
two Society-collected plants of C. hederifolium 
exhibited by David Sissons in Class A14, one 

of which (C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium 
CSE11003) won the Brian Mathew Award; C. 
coum from Phöbe Friar in both Class B2 and 
Class C1; C. hederifolium from Helen Sissons and 
C. graecum from Anne Vale, both in Class C4.

My usual request for seed from all the plants 
in the show to be put into the Society Seed 
Distribution stands.

The photographic classes were of a high standard 
but alas looked rather familiar. Though only a few 
members undertake travel to see cyclamen in 
their native lands, there is no reason we cannot 
all take photographs of cyclamen in cultivation, 
both in our gardens and greenhouses, and I 
would encourage everyone to do that and 
exhibit the results in these classes. 

Show Business

The now almost traditional display of early-
flowering crocus (Crocus mathewii) from Ian 
Robertson was most desirable and a few 
snowdrops rounded off the show nicely.

Class Results

14 exhibitors, 79 competitive entries.

Details of the results for all classes can  
be found on the Society’s website:  
www.cyclamen.org/shows.

Judges: Vic Aspland, Richard Bailey and  
Pat Nicholls

Trophy Winners

Brian Mathew Award (best Society-collected 
plant or progeny thereof) – David Sissons for 
C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium CSE11003, 
Class A14.

Jill Moore Trophy (best C. coum in flower) 
– Steve Walters, Class A3.

Moira Reid Trophy (best C. alpinum in flower) 
– Ian Robertson, Class A8.

Temple Trophy (best plant in Novice Section) 
– Phöbe Friar for C. hederifolium subsp. 
crassifolium, Class C4

Wisley Spring Show, 28 March 2015 
Paul Whitlock writes: With two prolific 
exhibitors supporting national AGS shows, 
the show secretaries feared the effect 
of a reduced number of entries but this 
proved unfounded. The remaining exhibitors 
stepped up to the mark and, with judicious 
arrangement, the show was our usual 
attractive advertisement for the Society. A 
dry day and a plant fair at Wisley ensured 
a large number of visitors, many of whom 
found irresistible the sales table groaning 
under the weight of choice items. This 
included plants brought on the regular visit 
of the Bravenboers from the Netherlands, 
which members snapped up as usual. Their 
Cyclamen confusum, C. hederifolium subsp. 
crassifolium and some very dark-flowered 
C. pseudibericum will surely find a place on 
the show benches in the near future. We 
were grateful to the Wisley Rock Garden 
department for setting up a large display of 
plants, including cyclamen, for the enjoyment 
of visitors.

On the show benches, despite the weather 
over the winter leaving Cyclamen rhodium and 

Detail from Ian Robertson’s C. alpinum which won 2nd 
prize in Class A8 and the Moira Reed Trophy for the 
best C. alpinum shown for flower

C. parviflorum shown by Ian Robertson, winner of Class A10

Leaf detail from David Sissons’s exhibit of C. hederifolium 
subsp. crassifolium CSE11003, winner of first prize in 
Class A14 and the Brian Mathew Award

Steve Walters’s C. alpinum ex CSE97007, winner of 
Class B3

C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium exhibited by Phöbe 
Friar at the Wisley Winter Show. Winner of Class C4 
and the Temple Trophy
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its allies flowering later than usual and several 
classes empty, Duncan Gates and Steve 
Walters managed several excellent plants 
between them: C. repandum shown for flower 
(Class A7); C. rhodium subsp. peleponnesiacum 
shown for flower, including Duncan’s Challis 

Cup winner with excellent leaves (Class B2); 
and C. rhodium subsp. vividum (Class B4).

Cyclamen pseudibericum and C. persicum were 
also well represented, ultimately vying with 
each other for best plant in show, between 
Steve Walters’s C. pseudibericum shown 
for flower (Class A11) and C. persicum ex 
CSE90561 shown for flower (Class B5) and 
Duncan Gates’s C. persicum shown for flower 
(Class A12). In the end the C. persicum was 
triumphant, Duncan taking the Peter Jones 
Plate with a compact plant displaying a nice 
leaf form, topped by flowers shading toward 
purplish pink at the tips. Denise Bridges won 
the Adrasan Award for the best plant in the 
novice section with a fine C. pseudibericum.

Some members seem to regard Cyclamen 
persicum cultivars as Satan’s spawn so, for 
them, probably little more-Beelzebubian 
could be imagined than a cultivar with white, 
double, frilled flowers which barely open, 
providing a display of suspended rugby balls 
on stems. However, the judges awarded the 
first prize in Class A13 to this exhibit of C. 
persicum ‘Bellisima’ staged by Phöbe Friar, 
with its combination of these flowers, in peak 
condition, with leaves patterned silvery-green 
on a dark ground.

Phöbe also entered an excellent array of 
six Cyclamen hederifolium ‘Lysander’ in the 
non-competitive class. These came from a 

variety of commercial sources and illustrated 
the ease with which plants diversify from a 
named example without assiduous rogueing 

Duncan Gates’s C. repandum, winner of Class A7

Duncan Gates’s C. rhodium subsp. peloponnesiacum (left), winner of Class B2 and the Challis Cup; and subsp. vividum 
(right) winner of Class B3

C. persicum exhibited by Duncan Gates. Winner of Class A12 and the Peter Jones Plate

C. persicum ‘Bellisima’ exhibited by Phöbe Friar; winner of Class A13. ‘Bellisima’ is a seed strain developed in 2007 
in the Netherlands by Florema, since 2008 part of the Beekenkamp Group. It is a ‘mini’ variety that flowers after 
18-20 weeks from seed and grows to a height of 15-25cm (6-10in). It is available as a mixture of five colours: deep 
pink, light pink, pink with edge, purple, and white
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of seedlings over several generations to 
establish firmly a particular form. ‘Lysander 
grex’ might have been a good way to describe 
them. Nevertheless, they were an attractive 
set, all well-grown, and I would be happy to 
have any of them in my garden.

Phöbe also showed a collection of 16 
Hepaticas in the companion plant section, 
which gave visitors an idea of the wide range 
available in this genus of attractive woodland 
plants.

The photo sections were replaced on this 
occasion with exhibits of the Society’s recent 
field study of C. coum in Georgia, last year’s 
field study of C. libanoticum and excellent 
pictures of plants in the wild and at shows.

Class Results

7 exhibitors, 41 competitive entries

Details of the results for all classes can 
be found on the Society’s website:  
www.cyclamen.org/shows.

Judges: Vic Aspland, Paul Whitlock and Roy 
Skidmore. Assistant judge: Roger Brook

Trophy Winners 

Peter Jones Plate (best plant in show) 
– Duncan Gates for C. persicum, Class A12.

Challis Cup (best C. rhodium) – Duncan Gates 
for C. rhodium subsp. peleponnesiacum, Class B2. 

Adrasan Award (best plant in Novice Section) 
– Denise Bridges for C. pseudibericum, Class C3.

Crete Trophy (best C. creticum) – not awarded.

Kath Dryden Trophy (best plant from 
Cyclamen Society seed with brief history 
notes) – not awarded.

This 10cm (4in) pot overflowing with C. parviflorum 
won Class A10 for Paul Whitlock

Steve Walters’s C. pseudibericum, winner of Class A11 C. pseudibericum exhibited by Denise Bridges, winner of
Class C3 and the Adrasan Award

Steve Walters’s very floriferous C. persicum ex CSE90561, winner of Class B5
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