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The Cyclamen Society is a Registered Charity No 280528

Material for the Journal or Editor should be sent to: Martyn Denney,

. Contributions should be typed and preferably
sent in electronic format, and can be e-mailed to editor@cyclamen.org Other Society e-mail may be
sent to secretary@cyclamen.org
Note: the opinions expressed by the authors are not necessarily those of the Editor; or of the Cyclamen Society.
The Society'’s web site may be visited at www.cyclamen.org For the Society’s Internet discussion group
Cyclamen-L, visit http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Cyclamen-L

Cyclamen Society bank accounts

Euro Account: Sterling Account:

Sort code: 20-80-14 The Cyclamen Society
A/C Number: 75831455 Barclays Bank

IBAN: GB22BARC20801475831455 Sort Code: 20-80-14
SWIFT: BARCGB22 A/C Number: 50304271

We welcome small advertisements from members and will print them free (at the Editor’s discretion).
There is a £5 charge if they are for commercial purposes.

Book Finding Service: For Fine, Out-of-Print & Antiquarian Books on Gardening,
Botany and Plant Hunting.Valerie Merritt will no longer issue catalogues after
Catalogue 82 (available now), but will offer a book finding service instead.

Panel of Experts

You can get quick free advice on cultivation, pest and disease control and other topics
from the Society’s Panel of Experts. Please contact the Secretary to the Panel, Trevor
Wiltshire, by e-mail on info@cyclamen.org or write to him at

[ You must enclose a stamped addressed envelope for the reply;

overseas members are asked to send two International Reply Coupons.

%) ASHWOOD NURSERIES

‘Ashwood... for people who enjoy gardening’

A superb nursery and garden centre in
South Staffordshire, just off the A449,

near Wall Heath.
Open every day except Christmas Day & Boxing Day.

A plantsman’s paradise filled with beautiful
plants and a display garden, together with a
delightful Tea Room and an exquisite
Gift Shop.

Specialists in Cyclamen, Primula auriculas,
Hepaticas, dwarf conifers, Lewisias,
Hydrangeas, Salvias, snowdrops,
and many unusual shrubs.

Visit our Garden Shop for books, tools,
seeds, bulbs and helpful advice on
everything horticultural.

Mail Order Service and Online Shop.

Send 6 x 15 class stamps for our
colour brochure of Ashwood Specialities.

For more information visit our website:

www.ashwoodnurseries.com

Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, West Midlands. DY6 OAE
Tel: 01384 401996 Fax: 01384 401108
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News

Exhibition of cyclamen paintings

One of the most critically acclaimed aspects
of the Society’s book Genus Cyclamen - Science,
Cultivation, Art and Culture is the specially
commissioned paintings of cyclamen species
by Christobel King and Pandora Sellars.

An exhibition of the original paintings is
to be held in the Garden Library at the
Royal Horticultural Society’s Wisley Garden
from Saturday 8 February until Sunday 30
March 2014.

To compliment this exhibition, at the Cyclamen
Society shows on Saturdays 8 February and
29 March, Vic Aspland and Martyn Denney
will display historic prints of Cyclamen that
were also used to illustrate the book.

Midlands Group

The subject for the meeting held on 8
September had been proposed by a member
of the Group: the identification of cyclamen
by examination their tubers. Although Vic
Aspland was able to show photographs of
tubers of all of the species (except, of course,
Cyclamen Somalense), he added a useful filter to
get a first lead on identification: does the plant
flower between January and June, or between
July and December. This broke down the list of
22 species into more manageable groups of 13
and 9. Following the pictures and descriptions,
specimens of all the species were de-potted
and laid out for hands-on inspection. Everyone
appreciated this opportunity to make a closer
acquaintance with them, and appreciated it even
more when they became the raffle prizes!

The next meeting will take place on Sunday
2 March 2014 at Norton Community Centre
(DY8 3AP) from Il am (further directions or
details from Vic Aspland on )-
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Southeast Group

The meeting of the Southeast Group on Saturday
I3 July was attended by a‘select’ group of people
who enjoyed talks by Melvyn Jope and Arthur
Nicholls on Miscellany of Greece and Turkey
respectively. Details of a Summer 2014 meeting
will be publicised in the June 2014 Journal.

For further information email southeast.
group@cyclamen.org or call Martyn Denney
on

Cyclamen Society Conference 2013
Vic Aspland writes: The two presentations
at this year’s conference could not have
been more different. Brian Mathew opened
proceedings with the story of “The Big Book’,
from its inception following a suggestion by
Fred Buglass, a past president of the Society,
to its triumphant conclusion this year. It was
particularly interesting to see photographs of
many of the personalities involved, including
Kees Sahin, who was to have written the
chapter on Cyclamen persicum cultivars, and
gave financial support. Although Brian made
light of the difficulties which cropped up, the
audience could ‘read between the lines’, and
at least get an inkling of the enormous effort
that this represented. | can only conclude by
saying that for a small specialist society, ours
punches far above its weight. The book is a
tribute to the hard work and commitment of
everyone involved.

Reports of Society field studies are always
eagerly awaited, so David Sissons’s report on
studies of C. hederifolium in Kefalonia was very
welcome.He gave warm thanks to Helen Sissons
who had done much advance planning before
the study took place. The plant photographs
were of great interest, showing the range of
leaf forms (raising whispered comments such
as “I'd like that!”) and, of course, so was the
habitat information giving clues as to how to
grow the plants best in cultivation.

Once again we are indebted to Roger Brook for
organising the Conference and to Birmingham
Botanical Gardens for hosting it.

2014 Conference

The 2014 Conference and show will take
place on Sunday 2| September 2014 at the
Birmingham Botanical Gardens. Details will
appear in the June issue of the Journal.

UK Subscriptions

Could all members who pay by standing order
please make sure they reflect the current
membership rate — £10 single and £12 family —
and that they are dated to be paid in January.
Please also check that the standing order is
correctly identified with your membership
number, eg SO 1234/S (or F). This will ensure
that everyone continues to receive their June
Journal and seed list on time.

Seed Distribution

Roy Skidmore writes: Seeds of the following are
still available (also to the USA):
1,2,4,5,6,7,9,11,12,13,14, 15,16, 17,21, 22,
23,26,27,28,30,31,32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 40,
41,42,43,44,45,46,47,48,49,50,51,52,53,54,
55,56,57,58,60,61,62,63,64,65,66,67,68,69,
71,72,73,74,75,76,77,78,80,81, 82,83, 84, 85,
86,87, 88, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 101,
102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 109, 1 11, 112, 113,
114,116,117,118, 119,120, 121.

All of the above are available at 50p a packet.
Please list as many alternatives as possible, as
many varieties are in short supply.

Also available (limited to one offer per member) are:
Offer One — 6 packets Society’s choice £2
Offer Two — 9 packets Society’s choice £3

Our USA members must send a small seed
lot import certificate with their order (see pé

Publications — Books and Cards

Due to the changes in UK postal charges it
is no longer practical for us to quote prices
for books inclusive of postage. Postal costs
have risen dramatically but there are often
substantial savings when two or more books
are ordered.

For Books: Please e-mail your requirements and
your address to: publications@cyclamen.
org. You will receive a firm quotation that
includes postage and shipping at cost.

For Cards: UK members can order cards
from the website, where prices are now
shown postage paid. Overseas members
please request cost of additional postage
from: cards@cyclamen.org

The current list of books and cards is maintained
on the Society’s website: www.cyclamen.org

of the June 2013 Journal for details). This is
vitally important as delays will be caused if this
information is not sent.

Payment

Payment will be accepted either by limit cheque or,
for sums of £2 or less, in the form of UK postage
stamps. Individual stamps not above |st class letter
rate, please. Orders together with payment should
reach the following address by 8 February 2014:
Roy Skidmore,

UK members: please enclose a suitable SAE
(large letter stamp). European members:
please include an extra £2.70 to cover postage.
For Australia, Canada and USA include an extra
£3.30 for postage.

Overseas members can use PayPal to pay for
seed and post. PayPal is available from the
Society web site www.cyclamen.org. Indicate
on your order if you will be paying by PayPal.
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Melvyn Jope in conversation with Peter Moore

Melvyn writes: The closure of Peter and Liz
Moore’s nursery at lden Green in Kent is a
sad loss to those interested in cyclamen and
in the wide range of bulbous plants which
were grown there. My first visit to this gem of
a nursery was in 1988 and it soon became a
regular fixture to visit in the spring and autumn
to see what delights were on offer. At the time,
Elizabeth Strangman’s Washfield Nursery in a
nearby village was also open so a combined
visit would usually mean returning home with
a car boot full of plants.

My memories of those early visits were of large
glasshouses full of young plants on offer and a
separate house full of stock plants, obviously
not for sale but a good exhibit of plants grown
to a size and quality that one could aspire
to. As well as cyclamen there were always
many other interesting plants available to buy
including choice forms of Crocus, Colchicum,
Sternbergia, Fritillaria and Narcissus.

Tile Barn House. Photo by Martyn Denney
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Peter and Melvyn in conversation on Rhodes. Photo by
Brian Mathew

Although my first visit was about 25 years ago,
Tile Barn was already an established nursery
with Peter and Liz having set it up as a
commercial venture in 1987. Since then the
number of selections available with the Tilebarn
prefix has steadily grown; my personal favourite
remains Cyclamen mirabile ‘Tilebarn Nicholas’.

Peter and | got to know each other as members
of the Cyclamen Society but our friendship was
really established as a result of us both being
involved in the Society’s field study in Israel
during February 1990.We were there to study
C. coum and C. persicum but during two weeks
of adventure (which included having tea with
Druze shepherds, finding a pure white C. coum
in the Golan Heights and having our car stoned
near Jericho), we would settle down to chat
about our mutual interests after the work of
plant-collecting, measuring and recording was
complete. Since then, Peter and | have been
involved in Society field studies to Crete, Kythera,
Corfu and the Peloponnese and have also made
several private trips to other places in Greece.

A silver-gilt medal awarded in the nursery’s first year of
operation. Photo courtesy of Peter Moore

The following is typical of the kind of
conversation that we would engage in during
our many times together.

MELJ: Did you wait until you moved into Tile Barn
before you started the nursery or were you already
building up a collection with a nursery in mind?

PJM: Before we moved to Iden Green we
lived in the heart of Tonbridge and though the
house had a good-sized garden it certainly
didn’t make me think of building up stocks of
plants with the idea of starting a nursery. Even
when we moved | had no thoughts of starting a
nursery and the collection of cyclamen was just
for my own pleasure and to satisfy a collecting
streak, which | seem to have inherited from my
mother and grandfather.

MELJ: Where did you find your best source of
plants in those early days?

7.5cm pots in the sales bays in August, ready for the
new growing season. Photo by Martyn Denney

The new sales bays in October 1987. Photo courtesy of
Peter Moore

PJM: To start with, Mars and Kettle was my
source of plants. Their nursery, run by Colonel
Mars and Captain Kettle,imported bulbs, corms
and tubers from many countries including many
cyclamen.This was before the days when import
restrictions were enforced. Colonel Mars was
the epitome of the English gentleman and was
not only a delight to know but also helped me a
lot in building up my collection. In the early days
of the Society he was the Editor of our magazine.
Then by good fortune | found out about Jim
Archibald and his nursery.The cyclamen for sale
were grown by Jim and | was able to learn more
about looking after my plants. Also, | had found
somebody as enthusiastic about cyclamen as
myself. From his nursery | was able to buy plants
to increase my collection.

MELJ: You were clearly successful in growing a
large number of plants in 7.5cm (3in) plastic pots.
Did you learn about watering by trial and error?

b - §

The sales bays in autumn. Photo by Melvyn Jope
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Seedling beds. Photos by Martyn Denney

And what about your compost mix: it is more open
than some growers advocate. Was that because it
suited your watering regime?

PJM: Looking after my plants was a major
problem. | was commuting to London and | had
little time to look after the plants. So | came
up with the idea of bays lined with plastic
sheets covered in a thin layer of grit on which
to stand the pots; I'd then flood the bays with
just sufficient water for the plastic pots to take
up water but not too much as most cyclamen
don’t like getting their tubers wet. It also
enabled me to do other jobs while the watering
and draining was taking place. | found that this
method of watering needs a free draining mix
to prevent the plants sitting in a soggy mess.

MELJ: Did you concentrate on one species to
start with to produce your first Tilebarn
selections? Was that through personal preference
or simply availability?
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PJM: When | first started collecting cyclamen
over 50 years ago, there were very few
nurseries with cyclamen for sale and the
choice of species was usually limited to
C. hederifolium and C. coum - in those days
even C. hederifolium leaves were fairly uniform.
So those were the species to be selected for
showing interesting flower or leaf variations. It
was not until | found Mars and Kettle and Jim
Archibald that | was able to increase the range
of species in my collection.

MEL]J: Which Tilebarn selection has given you the
most satisfaction?

PJM: A difficult choice but | think C. hederifolium
‘Tilebarn Greville’ and ‘Tilebarn Shirley’ were
the most challenging and ultimately the most
satisfying. To achieve a distinctive leaf shape
and outstanding pattern in identical white-
and pink-flowered plants took many years and
a lot of selection.

MEL]J: After the CSE field study to Israel in February
1990, you were particularly successful in growing a
few hundred C.coum ‘Golan Heights’. Many regard
this selection as particularly difficult to grow well; do
you have any advice on successful cultivation?

PJM: ’'m not confident that | know the answer
but perhaps something in the following may

Cyclamen mirabile ‘Tilebarn Nicholas’ exhibited by
Robbie West - winner of class C4 at the 2013
Birmingham Conference show

C. hederifolium ‘Tilebarn Greville’ foliage

shed some light on the problem. Cyclamen
coum ‘Golan Heights’ was found growing
in a bare, sheep- and goat-grazed meadow,
surrounded by low-growing trees, in not
particularly harsh conditions. Two tubers were
planted up in the nursery in our usual compost
with just a touch of added bone meal. They
thrived, flowered and set seed.That seed was
sown as soon as it was ripe in the same sort of
compost in deep plastic trays; they germinated
well and were grown on undisturbed for two
years, after which the tubers were potted on
into individual 7.5cm (3in) plastic pots for a
further year before they left the nursery. So
in a short life their compost was frequently
being renewed.

MEL]J: If you were now limited to two plants in pots
with some protection and two plants for growing in
the open garden, which would you choose?

PJM: No hesitation in answering this question!
Inside: C. graecum subsp. candicum and C. mirabile
‘Tilebarn Nicholas’. Outside: C. hederifolium
‘Tilebarn Greville’ and C. rhodium subsp.
peloponnesiacum.

MELJ: Perfume in cyclamen can be a very attractive
attribute. Do you have a species perfume that you
really like...or one that you find disagreeable?

PJM: Being a lapsed pipe smoker | enjoy the
strong scent of C. purpurascens and luckily | have
not noticed any offensive-scented cyclamen.

MELJ: Did you ever feed your plants, either by
adding to the compost when mixing or by using
liquid feed when watering?

PJM: When mixing the compost | add a little
bone meal but | don’t feed the plants. If | think
they need it, | remove the old compost around
the inside of the pots and add fresh. Please note
| don’t grow my plants for showing so wouldn’t
advocate this treatment for those who do.

MEL]J: It’s said that hygiene in cultivation (eg picking
off dead flowers and leaves), is the best way to
combat botrytis. Do you have any other advice?

PJM: As you rightly say hygiene is all important.
When you've removed the dead leaves and
flowers, ensure that the tubers receive plenty
of fresh air and don’t water from the top.

Looking along the glasshouses in early spring

47



Cyclamen graecum stock plants. Photo by Melvyn Jope

Fungicide doesn’t seem to help the problem for
long but using different ones alternately seems
to give the best result.

MELJ: As a founding member of the Cyclamen
Society, what do you think the greatest achievement
has been? What are your hopes and wishes for the
future of the Society?

PJM: What a rotten question! Until the ‘Genus
Cyclamen’ was published | thought that the
immensely friendly atmosphere of the Society
was in some ways its greatest achievement.
Historically, the magnificent book may win but
| hope that everybody continues to thoroughly
enjoy the Society and its events. In the future |
would wish that the Society would stop hiding its
lights under a bushel and that the magazines which
publish events, book reviews and achievements
were made aware of us. Hopefully it might also
boost our membership figures.

MEL]J: Given time, would there have been other
species that you would like to have spent more
time on selecting desirable forms?

PJM: Cyclamen pseudibericum has always seemed
to me to be a neglected species with deserves
more attention.

MEL]J: You supported the Society by being a participant

in several field studies. Do you have any memories of
these trips that make them special to you?

48

PJM: On the second trip to Turkey, we had spent
the day in bitter cold and snowy conditions by
the Sumela Monastery. In the late afternoon
we had come down to a small café to eat and
warm ourselves by the log fire. The café was
occupied by farm and forest workers. When |
went to pay the owner he shook his head and
waved his hand to indicate that all the workers
had paid for our meal. That’s friendship!

The other event was more light-hearted. We
were going up to the site of C. coum on the
Golan Heights in the company of a certain
Israeli botanist who blandly informed us as he
left the car to return to Jerusalem, to watch
out for the wolves. Then, laughingly, said he had
never seen one. Melvyn and | arrived at the
site and a hundred yards in front of us were
two wolves!

MELJ: Is there a cyclamen species that you have
always found a challenge to grow well?

PJM:Yes, C. parviflorum.

MELJ: Looking back on your long experience in
growing cyclamen, is there a way in which you
would now do things differently?

PJM: Circumstances usually dictate how we do
things and the nursery has always been focused
on showing customers how different cyclamen
can be grown in situations of full sunshine, deep
shade, under aggressive hedges, areas of grass
and in most inhospitable places.We were trying
to disprove the long-held belief occasioned by
the death rate of cyclamen given to Granny
for Christmas — | hope our open nursery went
some way to achieving this. So, no, | think |
wouldn’t make any major changes.

MELJ: How excited would you be at the prospect of
joining a field study to Somalia?

PJM:When are we off?

In search of the
Colchic cyclamen

Martyn Denney

In the December 2012 Journdl, Clare Trivedi
and Tsira Mikatadze-Pantsulaia said “There is
an urgent need to survey potential sites for
further populations [of C. colchicum] and collect
more seed for ex situ conservation and further
research”. Inevitably this lead to the Society’s
Research Sub-Committee considering and
subsequently approving a proposal for a field
study in Georgia.The objectives were two-fold:

(2) to discover whether Cyclamen colchicum
could still be found at the historical sites
mentioned on herbarium sheets and to
attempt to find new locations;

to establish whether there were two taxa
present (C. colchicum and C. purpurascens)
as both Alboff and Schwartz believed
(Denney 2012) or whether all the late
summer flowering cyclamen in the region
were C. colchicum.
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In search of the Colchic cyclamen

The type locality from which Nicolai Alboff
described C. colchicum is in the Okum River
Gorge in the breakaway state of Abkhazia
and this is currently inaccessible to both
Georgian and western European botanists.
Similarly, the populations of cyclamen on Mount
Okhachkuye are in the unsafe border area.
However, C. colchicum is recorded through the
high mountains of Samegrelo from the Enguri
River in the west to the Tskhenistskali River
near Tsageri in the east and it was this area
that was to be studied. The team consisted of
Martyn Denney with Manana Khutsishvili, Head
of the Herbarium at the llia State University
Institute of Botany (TBI) and Sandro Kolbaia
from the National Botanic Garden of Georgia,
both in Thbilisi, along with a driver and in some
locations, a local guide. The Millenium Seedbank
Partnership 4x4 vehicle was made available to
the team.

For the first five nights we were based in the
village of Mukhuri in a Soviet-era resort hotel
that still has some blocks in use. Although the
plan was essentially to work eastwards from
the Enguri River valley towards Tsageri, for
our first day in the mountains on |6 August
we visited the Khobistskali Valley described in
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Map of the Eastern Black Sea, showing Georgia with the study area shaded red. Map data ©2013 Basarsoft - Google
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In search of the Colchic cyclamen

The Khobistskali Valley at site 13/02 with C. colchicum
on the cliffs. Photos by Martyn Denney

the December 2012 journal where there were
three known locations of C. colchicum. This is
a heavily wooded valley and for much of its
length the forest track runs through forest high
above the river on its western side. All three
locations are at an altitude of around 600m
(1,970ft). Here, C. colchicum grows on limestone
cliffs both in crevices in the rock and on ledges

where soil and mosses have accumulated.

Except at the base of the cliffs, where there are
a few shrubs and juvenile trees, there is little
shade and the plants grow with a very open
aspect varying from south-southeast to east in
the main valley and on the more shaded north-
northeast facing cliffs of a tributary stream.

The soil in the three sites varied from a
pH of 6.5 to 6.7 and was well drained and
contained rock fragments. At two of the
sites it was largely inorganic whilst at the

Cyclamen colchicum at site 13/01

third it was an organic-rich, red-brown soil.
In all cases the less decomposed organic
components comprised mainly root and moss
fragments.The companion plants consisted of a
woody ‘canopy’ of Alnus barbata, Rhododendron
ponticum, Laurocerasus officinalis, Castanea sativa,
llex colchica, and Philadelphus caucasicus with
an understorey of Hedera colchica, Brunnera
macrophylla, Rubus caucasicum, Pteris cretica,
Phyllitis scolopendrium, Polypodium vulgare and
Asplenium trichomanes. Although thriving and
regenerating with very evident seedlings, none
of these populations comprised more than a
few hundred plants.

Starting from the westerly side of the area,
we explored the valley of the Enguri River,
northwards from Jvari along the eastern side
of the reservoir and river as far as Khaishi
without finding any cyclamen. Although the
geology was correct, we realised later that
the aspect was wrong as Cyclamen colchicum
prefers to face east — or at least, in the easterly
half of the compass.

A little east of the Enguri is Mount Kvira.
This is one of the locations where Alboff
reported that his C. europaeum var. typicum
(=C. purpurascens) grew. A herbarium sheet
of one of his collections from Mt Kvira on
28 July 1894 is held in the Institute of Botany
herbarium in Tbilisi. The forest tracks up to the
high mountain areas in Samegrelo are rough
and generally beyond the capabilities of a 4x4
landcruiser or ‘jeep’. The solution comes in the
form of a 6-wheel drive petrol-engined ex-
Soviet truck.We met Bejan and his truck near
the village of Chkvaleri not far from Jvari and
the journey from there to the alpine meadows
near the summit of Kvira took most of the day
and it was about 5pm by the time we were
clear of the treeline.

Climbing up from the trailhead we very quickly
encountered C. colchicum growing mainly around

Mount Kvira (site 13/04) with C.colchicum

small limestone outcrops amongst the grasses of
the alpine meadow.As at most sites, there was a
mixture of plain- and patterned-leaf plants, with
plain-leaved plants being slightly in the majority.
This was a very extensive population spreading
upwards from an altitude of [,675m (5,495ft)
over more than a kilometre and comprising
thousands of plants. The meadow slopes
gradually around the side of the mountain from
the southeast to south-southwest but the site
is so open that the aspect is unlikely to have a
significant impact on growing conditions.

The soil here is pH 6.9 and in spite of the
abundant grasses and herbs is a largely inorganic
very fine-grained red-brown almost clayey soil.
The principal companion plants comprised
Rhododendron luteum, Daphne pontica, D. glomerata,
Vaccinium  arctostaphylos, Woronowia speciosa,
Astrantia colchica, Centaurea cheiranthifolia, Solidago
caucasica, Swertia iberica, Betonica macrantha,
Scabiosa colchica, Primula sp., and Trifolium sp.

The growth cycle of Cyclamen colchicum is longer
than 12 months and here on Mt Kvira, as at
many other sites, plants were in full flower with
old mature foliage and almost ripe seed capsules
from the 2012 growing season, and semi-mature
leaves and new immature seed from the current
2013 season. There was very clear evidence
of regeneration from seed with many juvenile
tubers in varying stages of growth.

In search of the Colchic cyclamen

The journey back down was much quicker and
relatively uneventful but it had been dark for a
long while by the time we reached the bottom
of the mountain at 9pm, and it was an hour later
before we returned to our hotel — a long day.

Looking at the map, the road up the Tekhura
River valley to the old ‘resort’ on the mountain
at Lebarde seems promising — it is a healthy
shade of yellow and has a number (91). Heading
out of the last village things look encouraging
at first, but this is no road for a car — a 4x4 is
essential. The botanist Moisei Sokhadze found
C. colchicum in the Tekhura Valley in August
1965 at an altitude of about 700m (2,300ft). We
encountered cyclamen first at the much lower
altitude of about 450m (1,480 ft) when the
eagle-eyed Manana spotted a population high
up on a broad ledge on the opposite side of
the river. This population was inaccessible and
anomalous insofar as it was northwest facing.

S R
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Cyclamen colchicum on Mt Kvira
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C. colchicum at site 13/06 in the Tekhura Valley

Moving further along the valley we encountered
two further populations at 470m (1,542ft) and
from 920m to 933m (3,018 — 3,061 ft).The first
was a small southeast facing population in scree
and in deep shade under Carpinus caucasicum
and Andrachne colchica (syn. Leptopus colchicus).
The soil here had a pH of 7.9 and was largely
an inorganic, very fine-grained, almost clayey
red-brown soil with fragments of a very friable
highly crystalline limestone.

C. colchicum habitat at site 13/07 in the Tekhura Valley

The second population extended over several
hundred metres with Cyclamen colchicum
growing on near vertical limestone outcrops
and low cliffs on ledges in accumulations of
moss and detritus providing a soil that had a pH
of 6.7 and was roughly 50/50 inorganic/organic.
The inorganic component was very fine grained
red-brown almost clayey soil that was heavy and
poorly drained.The fibrous organic component
comprised fragments of roots, leaves and rotten
wood. The principal companion plants were
Alnus incana, Castanea sativa, Tilia begoniifolia,
Campanula alliariifolia and Rubus sp. There was
evidence of widespread regeneration from seed
with many seedling plants.

The road deteriorated further and at times
the 4x4 struggled, but before the final climb
towards Lebarde there is a deep and very rocky
ford and we had arranged to meet Bejan and
his truck just before it. After a brief lunch and
a transfer of vehicles we headed on upwards
to the Lebarde Resort — a hillside of decaying,
mainly derelict wooden huts. Unfortunately, in
this area the Upper Jurassic and Cretaceous
limestone strata are not at the surface and are
replaced by rocks that are possibly tholeitic or
andesitic volcanic rocks of the Middle Jurassic.
The habitat was therefore wrong and no
cyclamen were found. There was an interesting
mountain flora though with Sambucus ebulus,
Aconitum orientale, Gentiana septemfida subsp.
kolakovskyi, Salvia glutinosa, Campanula lactiflora,
Epilobium dodonaei, Crocus scharojanii, Colchicum
speciosum and Paris incompleta.

We returned to the ford, transferred back
to the 4x4 and headed back down the valley.
Unfortunately, along the way the right front
drive shaft bearing developed a rasping noise.
Paata, our driver, put the 4x4 up on a jack and
proceeded to strip down the drive shaft to find
the cause of the problem. Afternoon turned
to evening, daylight turned to darkness, a fire
was built and eventually having decided that

C. colchicum flowers at site 13/07

a part was needed to fix the problem Paata
rebuilt the drive shaft and we limped back
to our hotel in Mukhuri, arriving at about 20
minutes past midnight — amazingly, the hotel
were still waiting for us to return in order to
serve dinner!

The following day we were due to set off with
Bejan in his truck for a 2-day trip to the twin
mountains of Migaria and Jvari. Paata was left
behind to organise the parts he needed — these
were to be purchased by the Botanic Gardens
from a Mitsubishi dealer in Tbilisi and put on
the bus via Kutaisi to Mukhari.

The forest track towards Migaria passes
through an area of clay which had become

very slippery due to the rain the night before.

The truck struggled to get any traction due to
the wet conditions and for part of the way it

In search of the Colchic cyclamen

hauled itself from tree to tree with its winch.
What should have been a three hour journey
took much longer and it was about 5pm before
we arrived just below the pass between the
two mountains.

We set up camp as the weather closed in,
leaving us in a thick mist. Bejan had brought
a chicken with him and the plan was that this
should be barbecued over a Rhododendron
ponticum fire for our dinner. Just as the fire
was built the heavens opened but despite the
torrential rain, the chicken was cooked and
ready to be devoured at about 9pm. There
is a herd of dairy cattle up on the mountain
— the milk being used to make a cheese that is
steeped in brine and eaten very young.At about
the time the chicken was ready, one of the
cheese-makers wandered somewhat unsteadily
down to our camp with a whole fresh cheese
for us as a gift. The cheese is definitely at its
best when eaten very fresh on the mountain
where it is made and went very well with
Bejan’s chicken.

Both Mt Jvari and Mt Migaria were recorded
by Alboff as places where his C. europaeum var.
typicum grew.A herbarium sheet for a collection
on Mt Jvari in July 1913 by Dmitrii Sosnowsky
is held at the Institute of Botany in Tbilisi (TBI)
and another for a collection on Mt Migaria in
August 1923 by Boris Schischkin is held in the
herbarium of the Simon Janashia State National
Museum of Georgia (TGM).

Following further torrential rain during the
night, the morning dawned somewhat damp.
After a breakfast of bread and cheese we
headed over the pass between the two
mountains and set off around the north-
eastern flank of Mount Jvari. We quite quickly
found a population of C. colchicum growing at
1,590m (5,217 ft) in a habitat quite similar to
that on Mt Kvira though far more restricted in
extent. The plants were again growing around
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C. colchicum in alpine meadow habitat at site 13/08 on
Mt Jvari

small limestone outcrops but the balance of
the other vegetation was different with a far
higher proportion of herbaceous plants and
less grasses. Of particular note were Picea
orientalis, Fagus orientalis, Rhamnus imeretina,
Daphne pontica, Origanum vulgare, Calamintha
grandiflora, Aconitum orientale, Swertia iberica,
Salvia glutinosa, Gentiana schistocalyx, Euphorbia
sp., and Pteridium tauricum. The environment
appeared to be far moister than other sites
but it was impossible to be sure how much of
this was attributable to the overnight rain. At
this site too there was a significant amount of
almost mature seed from the 2012 season and
evidence of regeneration with seedlings around
the parent plants.

Whilst Manana, Sandro and | had been on Jvari,
our guide Roman had been exploring Migaria
searching for cyclamen and had found nothing.
The limestone outcrops at the top of the
mountain were in mist and there were storm
clouds moving in. We decided that it was best
to pack up the tents and head back down the
mountain. In September, Manana returned to
Migaria with Paul Bartlett from Stone Lane
Gardens who was there to collect seed of Betula
megrelica and they found an extensive population
of C. colchicum at 1,643m (5,390ft) growing at

the bottom of the northern limestone cliffs of
Mt Migaria amongst grasses and herbs — quite
similar to the conditions on Mt Jvari.

Manana had arranged for us to join a truck the
following day that was heading up to the Askhi
Massif and its limestone plateau to ‘service’
the many dairy herds that graze there, taking
up relief herdsmen and supplies and bringing
back wooden crates of cheese. By 6am in the
morning we were waiting for Khycha and his
truck and shortly afterwards headed across
(or rather through) the River Abasha (the
bridge has collapsed) and started the long, slow,
roughly 17km (10.5 miles) journey up the forest
track to the plateau. The way was slightly easier
than the track up Migaria, but with several fords
to cross and terrible rocky climbs, could not
have been made by a 4x4. We arrived above
the treeline at about 10.30am and climbed the
side of the ridge up onto the plateau.The truck
went from wooden hut to wooden hut giving
us a good overview of the Askhi Massif with its
herds of cattle and horses, short cropped grass
and large patches of Rumex sp.

We stopped for brunch at the cheese-making
hut that belonged to Khycha’s brother, sharing
our food and thoroughly enjoying their very
fresh and still wet, cheese. After brunch we
explored part of the vast plateau looking in
an area where in the spring Manana and David
Kikodze had seen a population of Galanthus.
Although there were limestone outcrops
everywhere, there were no cyclamen and
the only higher plants of note were Aconitum
nasutum, Gentianella caucasea and Gentiana
septemfida subsp. kolakovskyi. Where at one
time Alboff recorded his C. europaeum var.
typicum from Askhi (Alboff 1894), the habitat
has been changed in the 120 years since that
time through overgrazing and is now simply
wrong! We returned to the truck which went
back around the huts collecting the cheese,
various herdsmen and their belongings and

two tree trunks before heading back down
the mountain stopping several times for us to
check for cyclamen. We arrived back at Pirveli
Balda some time after 8pm — another long day.

On 23 August we planned to be travelling,
moving east to Tsageri but in the morning, after
a late start, we had time to visit the Chachkhobi
Gorge near Tsachkura a little to the north
west. This is a water-worn limestone gorge
with a wonderful waterfall but the gorge above
the waterfall is inaccessible and there were no
cyclamen below in what one should normally
expect would be a good habitat.

The reason for visiting Tsageri was to be able
to reach the Janauli Valley and so walk up
to the Jvari pass to find a site recorded by
Kukuri Kimeridze in 1980. The Janauli River
joins the Tskhenistskali about 8km (5 miles)
downstream of Tsageri and there is a track
suitable for a 4x4 that follows the right bank
of the Janauli. We were due to meet our local
guide, a forester responsible for the valley, in
the village of Chkumi at 9am.We followed the
track up the Janauli and turned off alongside
the stream that comes down from Jvari, driving
as far as we could until we ended up in a sea
of bracken Pteridium tauricum. Ve followed the
trail onward climbing for 663m (2, 1 75ft) up into
the trees and on past a herdsman’s hut until we
came out above the tree line onto alpine turf
with Daphne albowiana, Astrantia maxima and
Crocus vallicola just as the rain started.

Limestone outcrop on the Jvari Pass, site 13/09

In search of the Colchic cyclamen

Here at 1,928m (6,325ft), a self-contained
island outcrop of limestone on the Jvari Pass is
populated with Cyclamen colchicum, Woronowia
speciosa, Gentiana septemfida, Alchemilla sp., and
Asplenium trichomanes. Every crevice in this
outcrop contains at least one plant — sometimes
several — and there were seedlings in evidence
too. This outcrop had the darkest coloured
flower encountered during the field study.

On our final day in the field we first headed east
fromTsageri to the Orbeli Pass.This is a relatively
low level road pass between Tsageri and Orbeli
that crosses a ridge of a 1,862m (6,108 ft)
mountain some distance away to the north-
northeast. There were no herbarium sheets
or documentation to suggest that cyclamen
should be found here, but a plant at the Botanic
Gardens in Tbilisi was reputed to have been
from here.We searched the pass for some time
but could not even find any suitable habitat.

We then travelled north to Lentekhi and west
along the valley of the River Kheledula in
order to access the northern side of the Vashi
Range of mountains and Mt Tekhurishdudi.
Unfortunately this is not a limestone area, the
rocks being similar to those at Lebarde, and we
found no cyclamen.

Results

So what of our objectives! We had succeeded
in finding Cyclamen colchicum at most of the
accessible historic sites with the exception

o e "
C. colchicum on the Jvari Pass with both 2012 and 2013
foliage
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of Mt Migaria (though subsequently Manana
Khutsishvili and Paul Bartlett found plants there
too) and the Askhi Massif where the significant
overgrazing has caused habitat change.

Studying the morphology of the plants which
would have been referred to by Nicolai
Alboff as C. europaeum var. typicum in the
wild and comparing them with a collection
of C. colchicum from the type locality made
by R Suckow in 1987 (held in the Alpine
Department at the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew), | am convinced that all the late summer
flowering cyclamen in western Georgia are
from the single taxa C. colchicum. Samples of
leaf material collected during the field study
together with leaf material from the Suckow
plant and from wild collected C. purpurascens
are to undergo DNA analysis at the University
of Reading and it is hoped that the results of
this — which will be published in the June 2014
edition of the Journal — will confirm my view.

A summary analysis of field data is as follows:

Leaves
(a) Leaf lamina size: length 22.6mm — 92.6mm;
width 19.Imm — 89.7mm.

(b) In 62.5% of samples the leaf lamina length
exceeded the width.

(c) The ratio of leaf length to width varied
from 0.86:1 to 1.184:1.

(d) There was no correlation between leaf and
corolla lobe size.

(e) Generalising, leaf size diminishes as altitude
increases and increases with the percentage
of shade. It is accepted that to a considerable
extent these factors go hand in hand since
the higher altitude sites are more open.
However, a shorter growing season at
higher altitudes may also be a factor.

(f) Both patterned- and plain-leaved plants
occurred at all altitudes. Overall,
approximately 30% of plants studied had
patterned leaves, but there was a higher

proportion of patterned leaves at the
higher altitude locations: lower altitude
— 17%; higher altitude — 43%.

(g) Both high and low altitude populations
contained plants with both convex and
concave leaves, a slightly higher proportion
being essentially convex rather than
essentially concave. In some cases an
essentially concave leaf lamina surface
would have concave margins. This rolled-
edge effect is particularly pronounced in
older leaves and especially those from
the previous growing season. This can be
clearly seen in Alboff’s syntype held at the
Institute of Botany in Thbilisi.

(h) The thickness of the leaf lamina varied from
0.Imm to 0.8mm. Leaves from the previous
growing season (2012) were considerably
thicker than the current season (201 3) leaves.
There did not appear to be any correlation
between this data and any other.

(i) There was no correlation between either
the width or depth of leaf margin dentations
and any other data including leaf size.

(i) There was a good correlation between
altitude and the colour of the underside
of the leaf. Green-backed leaves occurred
only in lower altitude populations while
darker red-backed leaves occurred at
higher altitudes.

(k) There was a good correlation between the
colour of the leaf reverse and the colour
of the corolla lobes. The darkest coloured
corolla lobes occurred on plants with the
darkest coloured leaf reverse.

Flowers
(a) Corolla lobe size:length | |.8mm —28.2mmy;
width 5.95mm — [2.8mm.

(b) Ratio of corolla lobe length to width varied
from 1.68:1 to 3.93:1.

(c) There was a general correlation between
corolla lobe size and altitude, the plants
with the longer corolla lobes occurring in
the lower valley/gorge populations.

(d) Corolla lobe colour: Using the RHS colour
chart, 98% of sampled flowers had corolla
lobes of a colour in Purple Group sheet
78: 72A — 2%; 78A — 19%; 78B — 42%;
78C —27%;78D — 10%. Note: within a sheet
A is the darkest shade and D the lightest.

(e) There was a significant correlation between
flower colourandaltitude.Most occurrences
of 78A and 78B were recorded from high
altitude sites, whilst most occurrences of
78C and 78D were from lower altitude
valley/gorge sites.

(f) ‘Nose’ colour:In 96% of the plants sampled,
the ‘nose’ of the flower — the point at which
the corolla lobes reflex — was a darker
shade than the rest of the lobe. In 71% this
was 78A; 19% had a nose of shade 77A
— essentially, those plants with a corolla
lobe of colour 78A.

(g) Corolla lobe twist: 0° — 4.0%; 45° —18.75%;
90° — 6.25%; 135° — 14.6%; 180° — 6.25%

(h) All flowers, with the exception of one, were
scented.

() In all flowers the style was exserted.

Habitat

Cyclamen colchicum only grows on limestone
and was found at altitudes ranging from 450m
to 1,928m (1,476 to 6,325ft). The pH of
the soil varies from 6.5 to 7.9 and is usually
largely inorganic. Although the soil was not
generally especially damp, Samegrelo is open
to the Black Sea to the west and otherwise
surrounded by mountains so rainfall is frequent.
All sites visited, except one, had an aspect in
the easterly half of the compass from north-
northeast to south-southeast. River gorge sites
were on almost vertical limestone cliffs with
cyclamen growing on ledges and in crevices,
whilst the alpine sites were gently sloping
perhaps up to 30°. Both river gorge and alpine
sites were of a very open aspect with just a few
plants at the base of the cliffs in the shade of
shrubs or juvenile trees.

In search of the Colchic cyclamen

Herbarium specimens from all sites visited
were imported under CITES licence from
the Ministry of Environmental Protection
of Georgia and are held in the Society’s
herbarium. Herbarium voucher specimens
were also collected by Manana Khutsishvili and
are held at the herbarium of the Institute of
Botany in Thilisi (TBI). A report of the more
detailed findings of the field study, including a
conservation assessment, has been submitted
to the Ministry of Environmental Protection
of Georgia and the Millenium Seedbank
Partnership. A copy can be downloaded from
the Society’s website at the following address:
www.cyclamen.org/georgia2013.htm

A trip of this nature involves a considerable
number of people and organisations and
these are acknowledged in the report. |
would however like to thank my companions
during the field study and in particular Manana
Khutsishvili and Sandro Kolbaia for making my
time in Georgia thoroughly enjoyable as well
as productive.

A word about Jvari: Some may have noticed
that the word Jvari has cropped up quite often
as a town, a mountain and a pass. It can be
confusing, but Jvari simply means ‘cross’ and is
frequently used in place names.
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Cyclamen in a SE
Pennsylvania garden

JohnT Lonsdale

Having enjoyed growing cyclamen exclusively in
pots under glass for several years just north of
Brighton in the SE of England, our move to the
USA in 1995 presented an exciting opportunity
to grow cyclamen in a new garden developed
from scratch in a climate far different from
any we experienced previously. In the 18 years
since we came here we have made many
mistakes, learned much and ended up as the
lucky owners of a garden featuring tens of
thousands of cyclamen thriving amongst a wide
variety of woodland plants and hardy bulbs.

Our .6 acre (0.65 hectares) garden is in Exton,
Pennsylvania, approximately 35 miles (56km)

&

west of Philadelphia, at an altitude of 600ft
(183m) and approximately the same latitude as
Madrid, Spain.We are in USDA hardiness zone
6b, and winter minimum temperatures have
reached as low as -5°F (-20°C) and over 100°F
(38°C) in summer. Humidity is brutal in July
and August, often accompanying temperatures
over 90°F (32°C). Around 24in (60cm) of
snow falls in a typical winter so snow cover is
intermittent and unreliable, but we have had as
little as 2in (5cm) and as much as 80in (200cm).
Ice storms can be as frequent as snow storms
and bring their own issues, for plants and their
growers. Rainfall is approximately 40in (100cm)
per year, and falls fairly evenly throughout the
year. More than 205 days a year are partly to
fully sunny. We have four well-defined seasons
and overall the weather is great; it isn’t too hot,
cold, or humid for too long and while weather
can be severe, fronts move through quickly. It
is unusual to go more than two or three days
without seeing the sun.

Part of the woodland garden in the fall (autumn) with C. hederifolium in flower. Photos by John Lonsdale
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The majority of the garden is wooded and is
bisected by a slope around 400ft (120m) long
and 100ft (30m) deep. The hillside faces south-
west and this aspect, combined with protection
from the north, means that the slope and
garden below it can feel at least a zone warmer
than the upper part of the garden. The soil
is slightly acid and rocky, with occasional
outcrops, making for perfect drainage. Much of
the tree canopy is provided by native deciduous
trees, particularly American beech, several oak
and hickory species, tulip trees and dogwoods.
The trees are naturally limbed-up, allowing a
wide variety of understory trees, shrubs and
perennials to be grown beneath them. | have
added many small trees, particularly redbuds,
witch-hazels and Chinese dogwoods, and a
large number of deciduous native azalea species.
The wide variety of plants grown in the garden
can be seen at www.edgewoodgardens.net.
They are grown ‘hard’, with supplemental water
only when summers are especially dry and no

fertilizer beyond that provided by a mulch of
shredded leaves.

The cyclamen are a beautiful feature of the
garden for most of the year. The leaves of the
extensive plantings of Cyclamen hederifolium
and C. coum are absent only from June through
August. Cyclamen hederifolium is the dominant
groundcover in many areas and is expanding its
territory yearly. Re-seeding is most extensive
on the south-facing slope on the woodland
edge, parts of which offer relatively little shade.
In contrast to the plants | grew in England,
every year the flowers appear in late September
and early October but it is only several weeks
later as the main display is fading that the
leaves start to make an appearance, presumably
because of the relatively high temperatures at
flowering time. This phenomenon is mirrored
with C. confusum, C. mirabile, C. cilicium and
C.intaminatum irrespective of whether they are
in the garden or in the greenhouses, and with
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“Hundreds of plants with particularly unusual or choice leaf ... forms...” (C. hederifolium)

C. rohlfsianum and all forms of C. graecum which
| can grow only in the greenhouses.

Individual Cyclamen hederifolium plants are very
long-lived and robust. From an original seed-
raised planting |5 years ago of around 400
small tubers in five areas each no more
than a yard (metre) across, there are now
probably 15,000 plants all over the hillside.They
look especially beautiful growing among the
rocks and exposed tree roots. Seeds are not
collected from these plants but are distributed
by the ants and it is a joy to see the thousands
of freshly germinated seedlings after the leaf
clean up each November.

Hundreds of plants with particularly unusual
or choice leaf or flower forms are planted on
the lower slope or in raised beds around the
house, to better enjoy them during the winter
and early spring. These include ‘Stargazer’,
‘Fairy Rings’, ‘Tilebarn Greville’, ‘Tilebarn
Shirley’, ‘Tilebarn Helena’ and ‘Silver Shield’ as
well as those with flowers of deepest purple
introduced by Jan Bravenboer. Pride of place
goes to seedlings from the Cyclamen Society
plants collected on Corfu which have flowers
of a pure red with contrasting white auricles.
The variety of leaf forms is astonishing and
covers the full spectrum of named cultivars
yet | still manage to select another 50 or more
‘new’ forms from the 1,500 plants raised from

seed and grown on in pots every year. Some of
the most spectacular leaves are found on plants
raised from seed collected on Zakynthos.

It is interesting that leaves of silver-leaved
plants seem more resistant to collapse at
temperatures below freezing; their leaves look
perfectly fine at 26°F (-3°C) while those of
plants with mostly green leaves have already
been reduced to tissue paper. The leaves of
C. hederifolium look as good in March as they
did in October, despite often daily freezing and
thawing over late fall, winter and early spring.

Cyclamen  hederifolium  subsp. crassifolium
comes into flower a full month or so after
C. hederifolium and some of the plants grown
from seed ex Milia have huge flowers while
some of the best silver leaves with dark
margins originated at Leonidi.

Cyclamen confusum generally flowers around the
same time or a little later than C. hederifolium
but makes significantly fewer flowers and leaves
on mature plants. However, being tetraploid,
the leaves are considerably thicker and those
in more shade can be huge, perhaps the size of
a small hand. Leaf texture is delightfully rubbery
and most, but not all, of the flowers are scented;
my favorites are those which approach a clean
red color. Seed set on all forms of C. hederifolium
and C. confusum is always very good.

“C. intaminatum seems to prefer sunnier spots”

Cyclamen mirabile is by far the most floriferous
of the three fall-flowering (autumn flowering)
Turkish species, and also has the longest
flowering period — well into November. In the
garden it is hardy but needs perfect drainage,
and a drier summer situation than any other
species. The red coloration on the leaves can
be incredibly strong, due to the intense sunlight
we get. Leaves of some plants will roll up
almost completely and refuse to unroll under
any circumstances once that has happened;
| have yet to find a cause, but it is not due
to insect damage. It is only seen in maybe a
dozen plants each year, and never in other
species. I'd welcome thoughts on what may
be the cause. Cyclamen intaminatum seems to
prefer sunnier spots and is very reliable and
long-lived, flowering well and setting seed
annually. C. cilicium is the least appreciated of
the three, although it is completely hardy and

“C. alpinum seems to like similar conditions ...”

Cyclamen in a SE Pennsylvania garden0

long lived. Over the years | have selected some
lovely deep pink forms and ones with almost
completely silver leaves from CSE seeds, but it
struggles to make an impression in the garden.

The late winter weather tolerance of leaves
of Cyclamen coum, unfortunately, can come a
poor second to that of C. hederifolium.While its
tubers are impervious to ice damage, the leaves
are not. By the end of the winter they can be
quite burnt if there have been many storms;
they definitely don’t like repeatedly freezing
and thawing ice on the leaves. However, leaves
which have spent much of the winter under
snow emerge in perfect condition,and dry cold
doesn’t cause any problems. Spring definitely
comes later here than in the south of England
and the majority of C. coum flowers generally
don’t appear until early-mid March, along with
the snowdrops and hellebores. Cyclamen coum
isn’t as long lived in the garden as C. hederifolium,
with a typical life-span of no more than perhaps
5 or 6 years. They favor less-hot and certainly
less-dry places than C. hederifolium and slightly
heavier soils, although established groupings
will die out after a few years but seed around
in the meantime to create new patches of
dense seedlings a few feet away. Cyclamen coum
subsp. coum f. albissimum ‘Golan Heights’ has
proven winter hardy but is very susceptible to
rotting in summer; the other pure white coum
— ‘George Bisson’ and ‘Lake Effect’ — are more
robust. The latter arose in the garden of Ellen

“C. rhodium and C. repandum are the last to appear...”
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“C. pseudibericum makes a lovely display...”

Hornig in Upstate New York and is particularly
strong and consistent in flower, although the
leaf patterns can vary quite a lot from seed.

Cyclamen elegans comes through most winters
but definitely prefers areas which retain snow
cover the longest, for example underneath
the snow which falls from the greenhouses
and forms deep piles which are very slow to
melt. Cyclamen alpinum seems to like similar
conditions but is not long-lived, never having
made it beyond 3-4 years outside. It isn’t killed
by the cold but is lost in summer to rot.

Cyclamen pseudibericum makes a lovely display,
not flowering until late March and early April,
and smells wonderful. It is long-lived given
really good drainage but much shorter lived in
moister situations. It flowers much better of
course in the latter and again, it is the summer
heat and humidity it objects to rather than the
cold.The leaves of various ‘forms’ of C. rhodium
and C. repandum are the last to appear above
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ground, often not until late February or March
and they don’t start flowering until mid-April.
Planted at least 6in (I5cm) deep they are
perfectly hardy. None of the other cyclamen
species in the garden have more than ')2inch
(1.25cm) of mulch over the tubers. In fact many
older C. hederifolium growing on the hillside are
at least one-third exposed and don’t seem to
care at all.

| quickly learned that Cyclamen purpurascens
needs a lot more shade than | expected,and also
enjoys a moister spot than most, although still
with perfect drainage. On the woodland edge
the leaves quickly burnt to a crisp in summer,
but in the deeper woodland with the Deep
South trilliums they are evergreen and gently
seeding around; six mature plants have made at
least 50 seedlings over a few years.The strongly
scented flowers are a favorite in July and August.
Cyclamen colchicum and C. parviflorum enjoy
similar conditions, although I've never seen
a flower on the latter. After several years of

trying | have finally had enough seedlings of the
white flowered C. purpurascens to try in the
garden, but they failed miserably and rotted
away in summer. | have enough to try them in
deeper woodland where | hope they will be as
permanent as their pink-flowered cousins.

Species not mentioned above are definitely
not winter hardy here. All have been tried
(sacrificed) in several locations that should have
suited them. It is a great shame that Cyclamen
graecum isn’t hardy; in the east you have to
go south of Washington, DC, before you can
start growing it in protected spots, and down
into the Carolinas before it is reliably hardy
in the open garden. | still have a love affair
with C. graecum and C. rohlfsianum and grow
over 100 plants selected over many years in
two greenhouses in pots ranging from 5in to
14in (12.5 to 35.5cm) diameter. The oldest
C. graecum are now over |0in (25cm) across
and the majority represent subspecies candicum
and anatolicum. | have also selected some lovely
C. rohlfsianum, especially with long spiral petals
and a favourite which has plain leaves of a very
light lime green color. The much awaited end
of the summer is signaled when the C. graecum
start to flower in mid-September and continue
through until the end of October.

The greenhouses are heated to do no more
than prevent freezing, and have automatic forced
ventilation when temperatures are above 45°F
(7°C). Aluminet shading at 70% is used on both
from late February to September. In pots | use a
50:50 mix of Biocomp BC5 (composted peanut
shells and pine bark) and super-coarse perlite,
with ')2inch (1.25cm) top dressing of grower-
grade granite grit sold for poultry feeding. |
stop watering the pots in late June and restart
in mid-September, but only if temperatures are
generally below 80°F (27°C). Pots of seedlings
and small plants in 2.5in (6cm) pots may be
lightly watered in summer if we are very hot.
Seed is sown without prior soaking in August
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“l have also selected some lovely C. rohlfsianum ... a

favourite which has plain leaves of a very light lime
green colour ...”

in pots and germinated in the garage or the
floor of the greenhouse, beneath the benches.
Germination begins in October and is generally
complete by late January, with the exception of
C. purpurascens which always germinates in May.

Cyclamen in the garden are trouble- and pest-
free, although I've heard of small plantings
being eaten by chipmunks and squirrels. In the
greenhouses | get an occasional aphid attack in
the fall (autumn) and can lose a few seedlings
to damping off in late winter. Botrytis is not
a problem and | generally don’t bother to
remove spent flowers.

Cyclamen have been ever-present during the
more than 30 years I've been growing plants
and I'm thrilled that they have taken to life
here with such enthusiasm. Every year | see
more and more interest in growing cyclamen
as | travel around the eastern USA and there’s
no doubt that a small but growing band of
aficionados is embracing them. Their endless
variation brings eagerly awaited surprises every
year and I'm eternally grateful to Pat Nicholls
and Melvyn Jope, in particular; and Patricia
Short, Roy Skidmore and the Cyclamen Society
seed exchange for their continued friendship
and sharing of seeds, without which none of the
above would have been remotely possible.
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The name behind C. rhodium Gorer

Margaret Stones’s 1965 painting of C. rhodium. Reproduced with the permission of Margaret Stones and the
RHS Lindley Library

The name behind
C. rhodium Gorer

Martyn Denney

Cyclamen rhodium has a chequered history from
a taxonomic point of view and it is a member
of what is probably still the least settled
subgenus. Until the 1960s it was referred to in
cultivation as C. repandum ‘Rhodes Form’ but
that was soon to change.

| first came across Richard Gorer as the author
of a small pocket-sized paperback book ‘Growing
Plants from Seed’ that | have been using for the
past 30-odd years. Richard Gorer was born
in 1913, the youngest of three sons of Edgar
Ezekiel Gorer and his wife Rachel (neé Cohen),
a friend of the poet Edith Sitwell. His father
was a respected antique dealer who specialised
in oriental porcelain and frequently travelled
to New York to visit his agent on Fifth Avenue.
Unfortunately Edgar was returning to England
from one of these trips on the RMS Lusitania
when on 7 May 1915 it was torpedoed by a
German U-boat off Kinsale on the south coast
of Ireland. Edgar was not one of the survivors.

Richard lived with his mother, firstly in
Hampstead and then in Highgate and was a
day pupil at Westminster School before going
to Kings College, Cambridge at the age of 18
to read the unusual combination of music and
horticulture. After he graduated he immersed
himself in the London arts scene and worked
at the BBC for a time before buying a market
garden near Maidstone, where he spent the
years of the Second World War. He turned to
horticulture, becoming a prolific author, writing
or collaborating on 18 books between 1961
and 1984, and became a Fellow of the Royal
Horticultural Society. Richard Gorer never
married and was both Jewish and gay at a time

The name behind C. rhodium Gorer

Richard Gorer

when the latter was far from accepted and it is
probably due to this that many details of his life
are not known. He died where he lived in East
Sussex at the age of 83 in 1994.

InApril 1961,Gorer spentfour days on the island
of Rhodes and wrote an article Wild Flowers
on Rhodes that appeared in the Gardeners
Chronicle in November 1963 illustrated with
photographs by Anthony Huxley. Gorer quite
casually said: “Since it is so near the Turkish
coast one would not expect to find endemics
here, but there are at least two. One is the
spring-flowering Cyclamen rhodium (sometimes
called C. repandum, Rhodes Form) white with
a crimson eye and very fragrant; the other is
the large white Paeonia rhodia, a most striking
plant, but probably not suitable for outdoor
cultivation here.” He went on to say:“On our
return from Lindos we visited the monastery of
Philerimos, perched on a hill which is wooded,
and the woods are white with cyclamen. Closer
inspection showed that there were two species
present although they looked much the same:
one was Cyclamen persicum (only found by us
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The name behind C. rhodium Gorer

in this one locality) with more fragrant flowers
and a large corm not very deeply buried; the
other was C. rhodium with a small corm buried
very deeply and extremely difficult to collect
without breaking the slender brittle ‘neck’.”

Huxley’sblackand white photograph of C.rhodium
that accompanied the article had appeared the
previous month in colour accompanying his
own article in the RHS Journal and was to be
used again in colour in his 1977 book with
William Taylor. In both cases he maintained the
name C. repandum ‘Rhodes Form’, disregarding
Gorer. Unfortunately, Gorer’s reference to the
name doesn’t fulfil the minimum necessary to
constitute valid publication and it was largely
ignored by everyone.

In July 1965 in the Journal of the RHS, The Hon
Lewis Palmer and Desmond Meikle published A
New Cyclamen from Rhodes as Cyclamen repandum
var. rhodense, accompanied by a lovely painting by
Margaret Stones (see page 64). They said that it
used to be referred to by E A Bowles as the ‘Pink
Balearicum”. Coincidentally, like Gorer, Palmer
had spent time on Rhodes in April 1961 and
said “... | made it my business to search for this
cyclamen, which | found growing in abundance
all over the island wherever there was wooded
country above the 500-foot level. | found it
growing in quantity on Philerimos, Mt Prophitis
Elias, Eleousa, Petaloudes and near Sianna. |
brought home material gathered from a number
of different localities and submitted them to Mr
Meikle of the Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew, who has assigned this plant to Cyclamen
repandum giving it varietal rank.”” One of Palmer’s
specimens is in the herbarium at Kew as the type
for this taxa (K000750577) — see opposite.

Moving on |0 years to December 1975,Schwarz
and Lepper elevated the cyclamen from Rhodes
to specific rank, taking up Gorer’s name, citing
Palmer’s herbarium sheet as the type specimen
and providing a formal description.

In 1988 Grey-Wilson recognised Gorer’s article
and Schwarz and Lepper’s work but preferred
to raise Meikle’s var. rhodense to sub-specific
rank giving us C. repandum subsp. rhodense.

In 2001 KitTan separated the Greek subspecies
of C. repandum from those plants in the Balkans,
Italy, France and their islands, elevating subsp.
peloponnesiacum Grey-Wilson to specific rank
and keeping subsp. rhodense. Unfortunately the
use of this name by Tan is not valid as under the
International Code of Botanical Nomenclature,
if the Greek taxa are to be considered a
separate species then the epithet rhodium must
take precedence as described by Compton and
Culham (2003) in the Cyclamen Society Journal.
Fortunately, since their paper was published
the name C. rhodium Gorer has gained wider
acceptance and is now generally in use.
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Show Business

Shows in 2014
Shows in 2014 will be held as follows:

Saturday 8 February:
Winter Show — RHS Wisley Gardens

Saturday 29 March:
Spring Show — RHS Wisley Gardens

Sunday 21 September: Conference Show
— Birmingham Botanical Gardens

Saturday |l October:
Autumn Show — RHS Wisley Gardens

Directions to the shows can be found on the
Society’s website: www.cyclamen.org/shows

Schedules for the Winter and Spring shows
can be found on the insert accompanying this
Journal. Further details of the autumn shows
and dates for 2015 will appear in the June 2014
issue of the Journal. The full Show Notes and
Regulations are on p74 of the December 2006
issue of the Journal (Vol 30 No 2). Staging and
plant sales will start at 8am, judging will start at
10.15 and the Show will be open to the public
from |1.30am to 4pm.

Please bring good quality surplus plants of for
sale, with two neat labels, one with the name of
the plant, the other with the seller’s name and
price. Growers will be expected to contribute
25% of the proceeds to the Society. Prices must
be IN MULTIPLES of 50p — for example, £1.50,
£2 and £3.50.

As the Show Secretary position is vacant,
please address queries to Roger Brook (see

page 78 for contact details).

Birmingham Show, 22 September 2013

Duncan Gates writes: As with much of
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b
Martyn Denney’s C. graecum subsp. graecum winner of
Class A3 and the Buglass Bowl for best C. graecum in
show. Photos by Martyn Denney

September this year, the day of the show
dawned fine and dry which helped those
members with long journeys arrive in a
reasonably relaxed state. With over 100
entries the show was, as usual, very
competitive and included many fine plants.
Any concerns that the delayed spring
and subsequent hot summer might prove
challenging for the growers were unfounded.
A particularly encouraging sign was the
healthy number of quality entries in the
novice section.

Class Al (3 pots) was won by Martyn Denney
with a very dark flowered C. graecum subsp.
anatolicum, C. graecum subsp. graecum and
C. graecum f. album. Martyn also won Class A3
and the Buglass Bowl with his large C. graecum
subsp. graecum.

In Class A5 lan Robertson came first with a
C. hederifolium f. albiflorum with very even flowers
and large leaves. A close second was a beautiful
scented pink-flowered C. hederifolium (possibly
subsp. crassifolium) shown by Steve Walters.

David Sissons won Class A7 with his C.
confusum which had large flowers with a dark
pink nose and leaves just emerging. Second

lan Robertson’s C. intaminatum winner of Class Al | and
the Oylat Trophy

was a good plant shown by David Richards
which had fewer, but more attractive and
darker flowers.

There were only two C. rohlfsianum in Class
A9. Roy Skidmore’s plant, with five flowers and
no leaves, just edged out mine which had only
three flower and leaves.

Plant in Show

LA ey MR

Duncan Gates’s C. colchicum winner of Class Al4

In Class All, with three contenders, lan
Robertson was awarded the Oylat Trophy for
his C. intaminatum. This exceptional plant had
over 50 pink flowers and filled a 30cm (12in) pot.
To grow such a plant shows considerable skill.

lan also won the Buglass Salver (best plant in
show) in Class Al2 with a splendid C. mirabile
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Steve Walters’s C. purpurascens winner of Class Al8, the
Nick Carter Memorial Trophy and the Graham Simpson
Memorial Trophy

which had over 100 pink flowers and matching
leaves. David Richards came a close second
with his C. mirabile which had good even
flowers and leaves.

Steve Walters confirmed his ability to grow
magnificent C. purpurascens by coming first and
second in Class Al3. The winning plant, from
five entries, had very large leaves and good pink
flowers; the second-placed plant was similar but
with darker pink flowers.

Any doubt about Steve being able to grow
good C. purpurascens was dispelled by his
double trophy-winning entry in Class Al8.
This plant, with a 30cm (12in) spread and
beautifully patterned heart shaped leaves 5cm
(2in) wide and long, was awarded the Graham
Simpson Trophy (best C. purpurascens) and the
Nick Carter Memorial Trophy (best foliage
plant in Show).

A class with lots of entries was Al9 (CSE
collected plants). All were C. mirabile. Eight of
these were entered by Vic Aspland and two
by Martyn Denney. In the judges’ opinion one
grown by Vic (CSE03036T) was the best and
won the James Mars Trophy.
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There were fewer entries than usual in the
smaller pot classes but most of these were of
a high standard. Class Bl had six good entries
and first place was awarded to lan Robertson’s
fine C. graecum subsp. graecum.

Perhaps not surprisingly, Class B3 for C.
hederifolium, had the most entries with nine.
The full colour range was covered, from white,
pink, dark pink and ruby, most without leaves.
The best of these, with pale pink flowers, was
shown by Steve Walters.

Class B5 was won by my C. confusum (ex MELJ
9729) which had large scented pink flowers
and well-patterned shiny leaves. All but one of
the seven entries in Class B7 were C. mirabile,
the other being C. africanum. A diminutive but
neat ‘Tilebarn Anne’ shown by Ivor Betteridge
came first.

It was good to see some new exhibitors in
the novice classes. One of these, Bob Worsley,
was successful in Class Cl with two well-
grown C. hederifolium taking first and second.The
competition in Class C3 was strong with nine
entries and Bob had to settle for second place
with his lovely pink C. intaminatum as Denise
Bridges came first with her beautiful dark pink C.
colchicum, which brought her the Erna and Ronald
Frank Trophy.

Robbie West’s fine C. mirabile ‘Tilebarn Nicholas’
won Class C4.The leaves of this plant had the

C. mirabile CSE03036T exhibited by Vic Aspland in Class
Al19.Winner of the James Mars Trophy

typical ‘Christmas tree’ pattern with a pink
outer margin (see page 46).

In Class El of the photographic section, Roy
Skidmore’s mounted print of C. rhodium subsp.
peloponnesiacum f. albiflorum growing in the wild
came first of eight entries. Melvyn Jope came
first in Class E2 (cyclamen in cultivation) with
his close-up of C. parviflorum.

In the unmounted classes Vic Aspland was
awarded first prize for his photograph of a
silver-leaved C. rhodium subsp. vividum in Class
E3 and Melvyn gained another first with his
print of C. coum in Class E4.

Class Result
14 exhibitors, 133 competitive entries

Details of the results for all the classes can
be found on the society’s website: www.
cyclamen.org/shows

Judges: Vic Aspland, Diane Clement and
David Richards

Trophy Winners

Buglass Salver (best plant in show)
— | Robertson for C. mirabile ‘Tilebarn Nicholas’,
Class Al2.

Buglass Bowl (best C. graecum) — M Denney
for C. graecum subsp. graecum, Class A3.

Nick Carter Memorial Trophy (best foliage
plant) — S.Walters for C. purpurascens,
Class Al8.

James Mars Trophy (best Society-collected
plant or progeny) —V Aspland for C. mirabile
CSE03036T, Class Al9.

Oylat Trophy (best C. intaminatum)

— | Robertson, Class Al I.

Graham Simpson Memorial Trophy (best

C. purpurascens) — S Walters, Class Al8.
Erna and Ronald Frank Trophy (best plant in

Novice Section) — D Bridges for C. colchicum,
Class C3.

Wisley Autumn Show, 12 October
2013

Steve Walters writes: | feared the worst as |
drove down from the north through heavy
rain but the clouds cleared and by the time
| arrived at Wisley the sun was shining and,
once again, the autumn show lived up to its
reputation for providing good weather on
the day. lan Robertson, one of our most
successful exhibitors, missed this show and
while his absence was noticed on the show
bench, with 154 competitive entries it was
a very well supported show with much for
visitors to admire.

Class Al was won by Pat Nicholls with a fine
trio of the three C. graecum subspecies. It’s
instructive to view them side by side to try
and spot the differences between the three
subspecies. In the three-pot foliage Class A2,
| won with three variations on silver/pewter
leaves: two C. coum, both from Society seed,
and a C. purpurascens. It was good to see one
of the more recent plant introductions in Pat
Nicholls’s second-placed trio of C. hederifolium
cultivars. Cyclamen hederifolium ‘Peter Moore’
was developed by Jan Bravenboer and named
for our Vice President and long-time ex-
Secretary. Pat has been quick off the mark
— ‘Peter Moore’ was officially launched at the
2012 Wisley Autumn Show!

Steve Walters's C. graecum subsp. graecum ex CSE93642.
Winner of Class A3
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I
Martyn Denney’s C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium,
winner of Class A5

It must have been a close decision in Class A3
for which | was awarded first with a C. graecum
subsp. graecum grown from CSE seed (ex CSE
93642, collected on Hydra). Pat Nicholls’s
second placed C. graecum subsp. candicum had
a lovely flower but | think the combination of
a compact mound of small leaves and a flush
of evenly-spaced flowers with a strong pink
colour on the ex CSE plant must have swayed
the judges. | found it hard to choose between
the three prize-winners in the A4 foliage class.

The judges went with Pat Nicholls’s C. graecum
subsp. graecum pewter leaf but | also really liked
the second and third placed C. graecum subsp.
anatolicum from Vic Aspland. Both plants were
large with the tight rosettes of well-marked
leaves typical of the ‘Monte Smith race’.

In Class A5, Martyn Denney’s first-placed
C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium was a mass of
flowers with hardly any leaves showing while
another of his subsp.crassifolium (ex CSE 93154)
with an almost silver leaf took second place in
the A6 foliage class. My C. hederifolium won this
class with a plant that’s around 12 years-old. It
came from Cyclamen Society seed labelled “ex
Bowles Apollo Group, very interesting leaves”.
And so it has proved with rounded, sagittate-
type leaves and a light green and pewter double
shield pattern.

The Kissamos Trophy is a new award for the
best C. confusum in show. In Class A7, Pat
Nicholls was a worthy first winner of this new
trophy with a large plant (ex MELJ 9728) that

Pat Nicholls’s exhibits of C. confusum ex MELJ9728 in Class A7
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C. rohlfsianum exhibited by Melvyn Jope in Class Al2.
Winner of the Foliage Salver

had an impressive number of dark pink flowers.
Pat also took second place with an equally
fine plant, a sister seedling of the winner, but
with a paler flower (and with a better leaf, in
my opinion). They made an impressive pair on
the show bench. The winning plant’s qualities
had previously been recognised at the 2010
AGS Kent show where it received an Award
of Merit.

Duncan Gates won Class All with an
impressive C. africanum of good shape, the
balance of flowers to leaf was lovely although
David Sissons’s second placed C. africanum must
have pushed it close

Melvyn Jope’s excellent, pot-filled C. rohlfsianum
with beautifully marked leaves won a well-
contested Class Al2 and, not suprisingly, it was
also awarded the Foliage Salver.

There were |5 entries in Class Al3 for CSE
collected plants with C. mirabile taking all
three prizes. It was won by Martyn Denney’s
CSE03023T which had many pale pink flowers
held above large leaves with a good pattern.
This plant was also awarded the Ivan and
Elsie Willett Plate for best C. mirabile in show.

Some of the Corfiot C. hederifolium plants with
very distinctive red flowers collected in 2007
were also on the bench and attracted much
comment and interest.

There’s always something interesting to see
in Class Al4 for CSE progeny and the nine
plants exhibited this year did not disappoint.
Pat Nicholls’s winning C. hederifolium subsp.
crassifolium ex CSE93159 had a lovely silver leaf
with a thin green edge. Cyclamen hederifolium
also took second and third place: David
Sissons’s white-flowered plant (ex CSE05025
from western Crete) being preferred to Martyn
Denney’s ex CSE93565.

| was pleasantly surprised to win Class Al5 for
cyclamen raised from seed. My C. rohlfsianum
was the smallest plant in the class but the
judges clearly liked the well-patterned leaves
and the flowers, which are a darker shade of
pink than usual for C. rohlfsianum. It’s a seedling
from a plant | bought from EIm Tree Nursery in
Devon although | don’t recall the mother plant
(long deceased) having such dark flowers.

In Class Bl, Pat Nicholls beat off strong
opposition to take first prize with a stunning
C. graecum subsp. candicum (see overleaf) grown
from seed collected by Pat in Platanias in 2004.
The plant was also awarded the Mick Reed
Bowl for the best C. graecum in show, and the
Maslin Cup for the best plant in show.

C. mirabile CSE03023T winner of the Ivan and Elsie
Willett Plate. Exhibited by Martyn Denney in Class Al3
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The elegant flowers of C. mirabile CSE0421 T exhibited
in Class Al3

In Class B2, C. graecum for foliage, Martyn
Denney won with a subsp. candicum that had
beautifully intricate leaf markings. My second-
placed plant is one of those mysteries that
most growers will be familiar with: a miffy pot
of young plants that gets overlooked under
the bench, a salvage operation some time
later during which labels are lost and the one
remaining tuber is given a good talking to, a few
years of disappointingly weak, unremarkable
growth and then, this year, some half-decent
dark foliage on a healthy-looking plant...

In Class B3 my C. hederifolium was at its scented,
flowering peak and was awarded first place.
This is another plant that shows the value of
contributing to the Society’s seed exchange in
that donors will often receive an extra packet
or two of something interesting. In this case
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Pat Nicholls’s C. graecum subsp. candicum winner of
Class Bl, the Mick Reed Bowl and the Maslin Cup

it was wild-collected seed from Zakynthos
sent in by Pat Nicholls. This was sown in
September 1999 giving a range of good leaf
forms. The plant is probably subsp. crassifolium
and has unusually dark, plain leaves. It has been
a very slow, compact grower, only recently
moving into a [8cm (7in) pot, and | wouldn’t
be without it. It received the Elizabeth Moore
Trophy for the best C. hederifolium in show so
thanks, Pat! | was also awarded first and second
in the B4 hederifolium foliage class with plants
grown, once again, from the Society’s seed
distribution.

David Sissons was awarded first and second
place in Class B5 with two fine examples
of C. confusum. The winning plant had large,

el
Steve Walters’s C. hederifolium, winner of Class B3 and
the Elizabeth Moore Trophy

C. confusum exhibited by David Sissons. Winner of
Class B5

pale flowers with a refined twist. I'm always
interested to know the provenance of the
plants on show; in this case ex Sirikari Gorge
and the Dahfni valley in western Crete.

Class B8 was well contested with |3 entries
showing a range of species in flower at this
time of the year. At first glance the casual
observer may have wondered why Duncan
Gates’s C. intaminatum took the top spot when
there were more floriferous plants on the
bench. Closer examination, though, showed a
well-presented, small plant with a central boss
of surprisingly large white flowers with clearly
marked grey striations.

The novice classes were fairly well represented
with a total of 17 entries. In Class Cl, Cecilia
Collier’s first-placed C. hederifolium had a
striking flower with a silver leaf. Cecilia also
took first and second place in Class C2. Janet
Aspland swept the board in Class C3 and
was awarded the Maurice Dryden Award for
best plant in novice section, for a very nice C.
confusum with dark flowers of a good size. In
Class C4, | particularly liked Barry Maslin’s first-
placed C. persicum which had a good silver leaf
with a green edge.

Entries for the photographic classes were few
in number but of the usual high standard with
Melvyn Jope taking all but one of the prizes.

Class Results
14 exhibitors, 154 competitive entries

Details of the results for all the classes can be
found on the society’s website:
www.cyclamen.org/shows

Judges: Vic Aspland, Helen Sissons and
Roy Skidmore

Trophy Winners

Maslin Cup (best plant in show) — P Nicholls
for C. graecum subsp. candicum, Class BI.

Mick Reed Bowl (best C. graecum) — P Nicholls
for C. graecum subsp. candicum, Class BI.

Ivan and Elsie Willett Plate (best C. mirabile) —
M Denney for C. mirabile CSE03023T, Class Al 3.

Elizabeth Moore Trophy (best C. hederifolium)
— S Walters for C. hederifolium, Class B3.

Foliage Salver (best foliage plant) — M Jope for
C. rohlfsianum, Class Al2.

Maurice Dryden Award (best plant in Novice
Section) — ] Aspland for C. rohlfsianum, Class C3.

Kissamos Trophy (best C. confusum)
— Pat Nicholls, Class A7.

Banksian Medal Totals 2013

The Banksian Medal is awarded by the Royal
Horticultural Society to the exhibitor who,
through the course or a year, earns the most
points in all four Cyclamen Society shows.

The Banksian Medal in 2013 was won by Steve
Walters.

(Martyn Denney and Duncan Gates were
ineligible to compete under the Banksian Medal
rules as they won the medal respectively in the
previous two years.)

The top six scoring exhibitors were as follows:

Steve Walters 140
lan Robertson 121
Pat Nicholls 80
Vic Aspland 39
David Sissons 33
Dave Richards 18
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Minutes of the AGM of The Cyclamen Society

Minutes of the AGM
of The Cyclamen
Society

Held at Birmingham Botanical Gardens at
12.30pm on Sunday 22 September 2013

Present
The President, Secretary and 39 members.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Richard
Bailey, Sheila Brown, Keith Fry, Pat and Barry Maslin,
Peter Moore and Arthur Nicholls.

I. Minutes of the AGM 2012
The approval of the minutes was proposed by lan Nex,
seconded by Betty Thomas, and carried unanimously.

2. Matters arising from the Minutes
There were no matters arising.

3. President’s Report

Vic Aspland reported as follows: It is with great
pleasure and pride that | report the publication of the
Society’s ‘Big Book’, or to give its proper title: Genus
Cyclamen in Science, Cultivation, Art and Culture. By any
criteria it would be remarkable at 574 pages and just
under six pounds in weight. Kew Publishing made a
splendid job of the book’s production, and is handling
the distribution through their normal channels. |
would like to express our appreciation to everyone
involved in this project at Kew Publishing. That most
of the text and illustrations has been contributed by
members of the Society is a tribute to the breadth
and depth of their knowledge. Brian Mathew not only
edited the book, but also liaised with Kew during the
production phase. To the authors, photographers,
researchers and everyone who contributed to this
momentous project, but especially to Brian, | give my
profuse thanks.

At the 2012 AGM, Martyn Denney was elected to
the post of Editor in addition to his existing post
as Secretary. The latter post is challenging enough,
but to take on the second post shows outstanding
commitment to the Society. Thank you very much
Martyn. | ask you all to please support him in the

Editor’s position by putting pen to paper, or should |
say fingers to keyboard and contributing articles on
your experiences with cyclamen.

lan Robertson became Show Secretary in 2008, but
retires at this AGM. Despite living a considerable
distance from both show venues, lan has organised
four shows each year in addition to benching a range
of superb plants. At one show at least, he has walked
away with all of the trophies except that for the
beginner’s section, for which he was ineligible. I thank
lan and wish him a happy retirement from organising
but not, | hope, from exhibiting. The Society now
lacks a Show Secretary and the Committee is
seeking a replacement.

Keith Fry has continued the streamlining of our
accounts, with the PayPal system now fully operational,
an increasing convenience for our overseas members.
Close co-operation between Keith, Arthur Nicholls
and Roy Skidmore has been essential to the success
of this initiative. Thank you all.

At the last meeting of the Main Committee, Melvyn
Jope intimated his intention to retire from the post
of Chairman. At various times since 1991, Melvyn
has served in this capacity for a total of thirteen
years with his contribution going far beyond what
the title would imply. | thank Melvyn for keeping the
committee on a steady course and | look forward to
his continuing support of the Society as RHS Liaison
Officer, and a very knowledgeable member of the
Research Sub-Committee.

The annual Seed Distribution continues to be a
very popular benefit of Society membership, but
demand always exceeds supply. If you are able to
harvest even a small quantity of seed next year,
please forward it to Roy Skidmore, who continues
to organise the operation smoothly despite the
complexities of international regulations. Thank
you Roy.

The two local groups in England continue to thrive,
as does the Japanese Group. My thanks to Naoki
Yokoyama who continues to co-ordinate activities in
Japan and maintains a flourishing membership.

Once again, | wish to record my gratitude for all
of the work done in support of the Society by the
Officers, Committee Members and the many other
people who contribute to its success.
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4. Secretary’s Report
The Secretary had nothing to report.

5.Treasurer’s Report

The Secretary reported that the Treasurer, Keith Fry,
had suffered a heart attack the previous Thursday
and was unable to attend in person to present his
report. The meeting expressed their best wishes for
his speedy recovery. The Secretary referred to the
accounts for the year ending 30 June 2013 which had
been circulated. The adoption of the accounts was
proposed by Peter Jones, seconded by Roy Skidmore
and carried unanimously.

6. Election of Officers and Committee
Members

Officers

All the officers, with the exception of the Show
Secretary, had expressed a willingness to remain in
office and as no other nominations had been received
it was proposed by David Richards and seconded by
Denise Bridges that they be re-elected en-bloc. This
was carried unanimously.

There had been no nominations for the position of
Show Secretary, and this post remained vacant.

[Note:At the meeting, the Secretary erroneously said
that the President’s 3-year first term of office had
come to an end. This was incorrect as according to
the rules, the President is elected for a 5-year term.]

Committee

The Secretary explained that Hazel Quarry had
come to the end of her term of three years on the
committee and was retiring, and that there were
three positions to be filled. Nominations had been
received for the following: lan Robertson, Barry
Maslin and Pat Maslin. The election of all three en
bloc was proposed by Brian Walker, and seconded by
Roy Skidmore and carried unanimously.

7. Appointment of an Independent Examiner
The President thanked our Independent Examiner,
Peter Hill, both for auditing the Society’s accounts and
for advising the committee during the year. He had
expressed his willingness to continue in the role and
his appointment had been proposed by Keith Fry and
seconded by Vic Aspland. It was approved unanimously.

8. Any Other Business
There was no other business.

Summer’s Gone

Helen Sissons

Toadstool rings are on the lawn,

Morning dew, a clammy dawn.

Ripe apples falling with a thud
On ground that soon will turn to mud.

The roses now are past their best,

The blackbird’s young have flown the nest.

Dark chestnut leaves are edged in brown,
And lilies too are dying down.

Rowan berries turning red,
So birds this winter will be fed.
Untidy hedges in a state,
Now it’s dark by half-past eight.

Majestic poppies gone to seed,
And carefree children do not need
Reminding of the term to come
In every shop. It makes them glum.

The wind is chill, the sun’s a lie,
Chasing clouds across the sky.
My sentiment I'm sure you've guessed.
Late August makes me feel depressed.

But, in the garden I have found
Something breaking through the ground.
While in the greenhouse buds appear
At this wretched time of year.

When others have seen better days
These wonders start their growing phase.
Soon with fewer daylight hours,
Amazingly appear the flowers.

Now growing cyclamen is fun
But best of all, when said and done,
Go and see them wild and free
In places they grow naturally.

Upturned petals, pink or white,
Happiest in dappled light.
Then emerge the splendid leaves,
Shaded by sweet chestnut trees.
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The Society’s Officers

The Society's Officers

President and Publicity Officer:

Vic Aspland, [ S
—

Vice-Presidents: Brian Mathew VMH, MBE,

Peter Moore I

Committee Chairman: Richard Bailey,

Secretary and Editor: Martyn Denney,

(Chairman, Research Sub-Committee)
E-mail: secretary@cyclamen.org
E-mail: editor@cyclamen.org

Membership Secretary and Publications

Secretary: Arthur Nicholls, [y

E-mail: membership@cyclamen.org

Treasurer: Keith Fry, [y

E-mail: treasurer@cyclamen.org

Show Secretary: Situation vacant

Librarian: Janet Aspland, [

Seed Distribution Manager:

Roy Skicmore, [ S M
Y e U N

E-mail: seeds@cyclamen.org
Committee Members

Retire in 2014

Duncan Gates, N

Peter jones, I

Retire in 2015

Richard Bailey, [y
I
Dr Phbe Friar IS

Melvyn Jope, IR
]
(RHS Liaison Officer)

Retire in 2016

Barry Masin, [

Pat Masin, I
lan Robertson, I

Other Responsibilities

Conference Organiser: Roger Brook,

Registrar of Cultivar Names:

Trevor Wiltshire, I

E-mail: registrar@cyclamen.org

Curator of the Society’s Herbarium:

Chris Clennett, [

(Chairman, Publications Sub-Committee)
E-mail: herbarium@cyclamen.org

Scientific Advisor: Dr Stephen Jury,

Japan Co-ordinator: Naoki Yokoyama,
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Green Ice Nursery

Kerkweg 70
6713 ND Ede
The Netherlands
www.Green-lce-Nursery.nl
Green-Ice-Nursery@kpnplanet.nl

00-31-(0)318-630754
C. purpurascens

'Green Ice'

North American Rock Garden Society

Join today. NARGS is for gardening enthusiasts interested in alpine, saxatile, and low-
growing perennials. Annual dues outside North America are $35, payable in U.S.
funds. VISA/Mastercard accepted.

Benefits of membership include: Rock Garden Quarterly with articles on alpines and
North American wildflowers, illustrated in color photographs and pen and ink
drawings; annual seed exchange with thousands of plant species; study weekends and
annual meetings in either U.S. or Canada; and book service.

Join on-line at www.nargs.org
Or write: Bobby J. Ward, Exec. Secretary NARGS, P.O. Box 18604, Raleigh, NC
27619-8604, USA

%' THE SCOTTISH

ROCK GARDEN CLUB www.srgc.org.uk %

For ail those who love fo grow, show and talk about plants and bulbs

Bonwfits include
® Help from international participants in our busy web site forum at www.srgc.org.uk
® An excellent, full colour, twice yearly journal, ‘The Rock Garden’
® Our annual seed exchange of over 4,000 entries
® Shows - conferences - student grants - and much more....

Join us by visiting our world renowned web site link: ‘Join or Renew here’ at
www.srgc.org.uk or write to us at SRGC P.O. Box 14063, Edinburgh, EH10 4YE
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