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Small Ads

Hardy Cyclamen and other Woodland bulbs – Ireland 
Home-grown Cyclamen available, coum and hederifolium.   
Also other woodland plants in plug, Anemone, Dodecatheon, Primula etc.  
Contact:  

Hardy Cyclamen – most types by mail order, UK only.  

Gardening books: Fine, Out-of-Print & Antiquarian Books on Gardening,  
Botany and Plant Hunting. Catalogue available.  

  

Panel of Experts

You can get quick free advice on cultivation, pest and disease control and other topics 
from the Society’s Panel of Experts. Please contact the Secretary to the Panel, Trevor 
Wiltshire, by e-mail on info@cyclamen.org or write to him at  

You must enclose a stamped addressed envelope for the reply; 
overseas members are asked to send two International Reply Coupons.
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News

Treasurer retires
Vic Aspland, President, writes: Jo Walker became 
Treasurer of the Society in 2004. Since then, 
she has efficiently administered the Society’s 
finances, and given clear advice to the 
Committee. The task has not been easy; some 
of our members, and some financial institutions 
too, have been remarkably ingenious in creating 
extra problems for the Treasurer. These she has 
tackled with considerable patience and tenacity. 
Unfortunately, Jo intimated her wish to resign 
earlier in the year. On behalf of the Officers 
and Committee, I would like to give my warm 
thanks to Jo for her service, and also to Assistant 
Treasurer, Brian Walker, who supported her by 
maintaining the computerised records. We have 
indeed been fortunate in finding a volunteer for 
the post, Keith Fry, whose appointment will be 
taken to the AGM in September.

Southeast Group meeting 
The next meeting of the Southeast Group will 
be held on Sunday 1 July 2012 from 10am to 
4pm in the Hillside Events Centre at the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s Garden at Wisley. There 
will be a Seed Sowing workshop followed by two 
lectures by Melvyn Jope: ‘Confusing Confusum’ 
and ‘A Cyclamen Miscellany’. For further details 
e-mail southeast.group@cyclamen.org or 
call Martyn Denney on 

Midlands Group meeting 
At the meeting held on 19 February, Vic Aspland 
gave a lively presentation entitled ‘pH, what 
is it and why does it matter?’. To make the 
information easier to digest, he compared the pH 
values of various materials found in the garden 
and in the wild with those for things commonly 
encountered in the home. For example, while 
on Society field studies, he found that Terra 
Rossa, the red earth so familiar to travellers 
in the Mediterranean area (home to several 

cyclamen species) had a pH of between 9.4 and 
10.2, while a Rennie indigestion tablet has a pH 
of 9.6. He then went on to explain how the pH 
of soils and composts affected the availability of 
plant nutrients to the plants growing in them.

The next meeting will take place on Sunday 16 
September 2012 at Norton Community Centre 
(DY8 3AP) from 11am (further directions or 
details from Vic on ).

Publications – Books and Cards 
Due to the changes in UK postal charges it is 
no longer practical for us to quote prices for 
books and cards inclusive of postage. Postal 
costs have risen dramatically but there are 
often substantial savings when two or more 
books or more than one pack of cards are 
ordered. We hope to devise a system that is 
fair both to the Society and to those ordering 
publications and to include this with your 
December 2012 Journal. In the meantime, 
please e-mail with your requirements and your 
address, and we will reply with a firm quotation 
that includes postage (shipping) at cost.
For Books: publications@cyclamen.org 
For Cards: cards@cyclamen.org

Cyclamen Society Conference 2012 
This year’s conference will be held on Sunday 23 
September 2012 at the Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens. Roger Brook has again agreed to 
organise this popular fixture in our calendar.

The conference will be held in conjunction with 
a competitive show (more details on p31). The 
show will be staged and judged in the morning 
and will be open to the public from 11am. Please 
bring your surplus plants for the members’ plant 
stall in order to support the show.

The programme for the day is shown opposite. 
Society members will have free access to the 
15 acres of the Gardens and glasshouses on 
production of their current membership card. 
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Programme
Sunday 23 September
7.30am	 Gardens open to exhibitors for 

staging of plants
10.00am	 Show closes for judging
11.00am	 Show opens to the Public
12.15pm	 Presentation of show trophies
12.30pm	 Annual General Meeting
2.00pm	 Lecture 1 
2.45pm	 Tea break
3.00pm	 Lecture 2
4.15pm	 Close of Conference and Show

Directions to the Gardens 
The Birmingham Botanical Gardens and 
Glasshouses are situated in Westbourne Road, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 3TR. Tel: (0121) 454 
1860. See below for directions from motorways.
FROM M40 – Take M42 West to M5 North 
and then follow directions from M5.
FROM M5 – Leave at Junction 3 and take 
A456 signposted to City Centre. Turn right 
on to B4129 (Norfolk Road) signposted to 
Botanical Gardens.
FROM M6 – Leave at Junction 6 and take 
A38(M) to City Centre. Follow underpasses 
signposted Birmingham West to A456. At Five 
Ways island turn left on to B4217 (Calthorpe 
Road) signposted to Botanical Gardens.

The gardens are well signposted with brown 
and cream tourist signs from at least two 
miles away. If you have a De Luxe Birmingham 
A-Z map, the reference is page 116 4B. On the 
Ordnance Survey Street Atlas of Birmingham 
and West Midlands, the map reference is page 
85 7F. If anyone would like a map of how to 
get to the gardens, please send a SAE to Roger 
Brook  

Instructions to Exhibitors 
Access for staging plants is via the rear of the 
Garden Suite. Instead of turning into the car 
park, carry on down Westbourne Road to the 

end of the 10-foot high brick wall on your left-
hand side. There you will see a pair of large 
green gates; turn in here. Car parking space is 
limited to about five cars so please unload as 
quickly as you can. Before staging your plants, 
please move your car to the main car park 
by following the one-way road system down 
Westbourne Road, turning right and staying in 
the right-hand lane to the next set of traffic 
lights, turning right and at the next traffic lights 
going straight on into the car park. In the car 
park you will find a sign showing you where to 
gain pedestrian access to The Garden Suite.

Annual General Meeting 
All Society members are entitled to attend 
the AGM, which is to be held at 12.30pm on 
Sunday 23 September 2012, at the Society’s 
Conference in Birmingham.
Agenda
1.	 Minutes of the AGM 2011 
2.	 Matters arising from the Minutes 
3.	 President’s report 
4.	 Secretary’s report 
5.	 Treasurer’s report 
6.	 Election of Officers and Committee 
7.	 Appointment of Independent Examiner 
8.	 Review of Subscriptions 
9.	 Any other business

Nominations for the offices of Secretary, 
Treasurer, Editor, Librarian, Membership 
Secretary, Publications Officer, Publicity 
Officer, Seed Distribution Manager and Show 
Secretary, and nominations for Members of 
the Committee should be signed by at least 
two members and sent to reach the Secretary 
before 1 September 2012. 
Note: nominations are welcome for all posts. 
Existing officers may stand for re-election.

The Secretary, Martyn Denney, can be contacted 
by e-mail at secretary@cyclamen.org or 
at 
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General Seed List

Seed Distribution
 
Roy Skidmore writes:  As we move on to my third 
year as Seed Distribution Manager I would like 
to pass on my continued thanks to all the seed 
donors and all the members who have assisted me 
with this task. The support is invaluable to me. 

Your application form is in with this Journal. 
Please be sure to fill in the form correctly and 
send the correct postage. Can I ask members to 
add their e-mail address on the form, as this will 
assist the seed team in contacting members in 
case of any queries.

Donors
Fresh seed of all species/varieties is needed. Each 
variety should be packed in a separate packet and 
labelled with the species name, varietal epithet 
and 2012 code if applicable (see opposite). Please 
ensure that all seed is completely dry, clean and 
free from dried seed pod material – for more on 
this, see Journal, June 2009, p8. If you are sending 
seed of C. persicum, include the flower colour of 
the parent plant. If you are sending wild-collected 
seed, please state date and location of collection. 
Please ensure that donations reach the Seed 
Distribution Manager by 31 August at the latest.

Applying for seed
Only applications on the official form will be 
accepted. Please include your Society membership 
number (after your name on your membership 
card sent with the December Journal and on the 
June address label). If you do have an e-mail address, 
please include this on the form. Distribution will 
start in mid-October and takes four to six weeks 
so please do not enquire about missing seeds until 
early December.

Please list adequate alternatives which should 
include different varieties from those already 
ordered. Where a variety is in short supply, 
donors will get priority. No member will receive 
more than one packet of any rare form or more 
than five packets of any variety. No non-donor  

 
will receive all rarities. Last date for receipt of 
all applications (UK and overseas) is 31 August 
2012. Donated seed and application forms should 
be sent to: Roy Skidmore,  

Overseas members
All US members must apply for a small seed lot 
import licence from the USDA. More information 
on this can be found at: http://www.aphis.usda.
gov/import_export/plants/plant_imports/
smalllots_seed.shtml Overseas members are 
advised to pay by limit cheque (see back of form) 
drawn in euros on a euro account or dollars on a 
dollar account. If this is not possible, seed will be sent 
to the value of the payment, substituting if necessary. 
Your list of alternatives is very important.

CSE seed
Seed from plants collected on Society field 
studies (each with a “CSE” number) will be listed 
separately. To get this list with details of how 
to order, UK members should send a SAE to 
Roy Skidmore at the address above. Overseas 
members just send a self-adhesive label. The CSE 
list will also be available via e-mail at seeds@
cyclamen.org. The CSE seed list is written only 
once seed has been received so is unlikely to 
be ready before mid-September. A special web 
page illustrating many of the parents of the listed 
collections, in the wild, will be made available 
at www.cyclamen.org/CSEseed2012. Many 
of the CSE plants are especially interesting with 
particularly good flowers, leaves or both. If you 
are hoping to raise plants which are just a bit 
different the CSE seed is well worth a try.

Notes to holders of CSE plants
Please keep a careful eye on your plants to see 
that seed pods are not missed and omitted from 
the CSE seed distribution. Only CSE seed is 
required for this so seed sent to Roy must come 
from the CSE plant holder only. Send seed to Roy 
Skidmore (address above) as early as possible and 
if it is not ripe or none has set by 6 September 
please let him know.
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General Seed 
List
(packets will be numbered only,  
so keep this list)

1	 africanum
2 	 alpinum
3 	 alpinum white fl
4 	 alpinum ex CSE
5 	 balearicum
6 	 cilicium
7 	 cilicium album
8 	 cilicium ex CSE
9 	 cilicium ‘Bowles Variety’
10 	 colchicum
11 	 confusum
12 	 coum magenta fl
13 	 coum pink fl
14 	 coum white fl
15 	 coum mixed
16 	 coum ex CSE
17 	 coum ex CSE 88397
18 	 coum ex CSE 88020B
19 	 coum albissimum ‘George Bisson’
20 	 coum albissimum ‘Golan Heights’
21 	 coum albissimum ‘Lake Effect’
22 	 coum caucasicum
23 	 coum (kuznetzovii)
24 	 coum scented
25 	 coum ‘Linnett Jewel’
26 	 coum ‘Linnett Rose’
27 	 coum ‘Meaden’s Crimson’
28 	 coum ‘Nymans’
29 	 coum EKB (pink & white forms)
30 	 coum pewter/silver leaf, pink fl
31 	 coum pewter/silver leaf, white fl
32 	 coum ‘Blush’
33 	 coum ex BSBE form 1
34 	 coum ex BSBE form 2
35 	 coum ‘Maurice Dryden’
36 	 coum ‘Tilebarn Elizabeth’
37 	 coum ‘Tilebarn Graham’
38 	 creticum
39 	 creticum ex CSE
40 	 cyprium

41 	 cyprium ‘ES’
42 	 elegans
*43	 graecum graecum
*44	 graecum anatolicum
*45	 graecum candicum
46 	 graecum
47 	 graecum album
48 	 graecum ex CSE
49	 graecum pewter/silver leaf
50 	 graecum ‘Glyfada’
51 	 graecum ‘Rhodopou’
52 	 hederifolium pink fl
53 	 hederifolium white fl
54 	 hederifolium mixed
55 	 hederifolium crassifolium
56 	 hederifolium ex CSE
57 	 hederifolium scented
58 	 hederifolium ‘Antiochus’
59 	 hederifolium ‘Artemis’
60 	 hederifolium ‘Bowles Apollo’
61 	 hederifolium ‘Ellen Corker’
62 	 hederifolium ‘Fairy Rings’
63 	 hederifolium ‘Lysander’
64 	 hederifolium ‘Perlenteppich’
65 	 hederifolium ‘Rosenteppich’
66 	 hederifolium ‘Ruby Glow’
67 	 hederifolium ‘Stargazer’
68 	 hederifolium ‘Tilebarn Greville’
69 	 hederifolium ‘Tilebarn Helena’
70 	 hederifolium ‘Tilebarn Shirley’
71 	 hederifolium pewter/silver leaf, 

pink fl
72 	 hederifolium pewter/silver leaf, 

white fl
73 	 hederifolium silver leaf, ruby fl
74 	 hederifolium ‘Nettleton Silver’
75 	 hederifolium ‘Silver Arrow’
76 	 hederifolium ‘Silver Cloud’
77 	 hederifolium ‘White Cloud’
78	 intaminatum plain leaf
79 	 intaminatum patterned leaf
80 	 intaminatum mixed leaves
81 	 intaminatum pale pink fl
82 	 intaminatum ex CSE
83	 libanoticum
84 	 mirabile
85	 mirabile ex CSE

86 	 mirabile ‘Tilebarn Anne’
87 	 mirabile ‘Tilebarn Jan’
88 	 mirabile ‘Tilebarn Nicholas’
89 	 parviflorum
90 	 persicum pink fl
91 	 persicum white fl
92 	 persicum ex CSE
93 	 persicum pure white, no red 

nose
94 	 persicum ‘Tilebarn Karpathos’
95 	 persicum pewter/silver leaf
96 	 pseudibericum
97 	 pseudibericum roseum
98 	 purpurascens
99 	 purpurascens album
100 	purpurascens ‘Fatra Form’
101 	purpurascens silver leaf
102 	repandum
103 	repandum album
104 	rhodium
105 	rhodium ex CSE
106 	rhodium peloponnesiacum
107 	rhodium peloponnesiacum ex CSE
108 	rhodium peloponnesiacum 

albiflorum
109 	rhodium vividum
110 	rhodium vividum ex CSE
111 	rohlfsianum
112 	X drydeniae (coum x alpinum)
113 	X hildebrandii (africanum x 

hederifolium)
114 	X meiklei (creticum x repandum)
115 	X saundersiae (balearicum x 

repandum)
116 	X schwarzii (libanoticum x 

pseudibericum)
117 	X wellensiekii (libanoticum x 

cyprium)
118 	X whiteiae (graecum x 

hederifolium)
119 	balearicum x creticum
120 	pot cultivars, large fl
121 	pot cultivars, small fl

*Donors: only include subspecies 
for seed of graecum if you are 
certain this is correct. Where the 
subspecies is unknown, label as 
graecum (Code no 46).
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Kefaloniá field study 
in 2011

David and Helen Sissons, Roy Skidmore

November is an odd time to be visiting the 
Ionian Islands. At least that’s what most Greeks 
think. If, however, you have been asked by the 
Cyclamen Society to travel to Kefaloniá to locate 
and study Cyclamen hederifolium, then it really is 
the only time to go. Mid-November is when 
you should see cyclamen plants with flowers 
and mature leaves. Both are absolutely essential 
for gathering all the necessary information for a 
field study. The only real problem with travelling 
at this time of year is that there are no direct 
flights to Kefaloniá from the UK. Olympic Air is 
the only airline that flies between Athens and 
Kefaloniá – but once a day only. So it was that 
we found ourselves at Athens airport at 2.15am 
on 10 November 2011 with an 11 hour wait for 
our connecting flight to Kefaloniá.

Kefaloniá is the largest of the Ionian Islands 
with an area of 781 sq km (300 sq miles). It lies 
off the western coast of Greece with Lefkádha 
to the north and Zákynthos to the south. The 
island is roughly triangular measuring 39 by 43 
by 50 km (24 by 27 by 31 miles). However its 
extremely irregular outline, mountainous terrain 
and narrow tortuous roads make it difficult to 
cover large distances quickly. The population 
of Kefaloniá is approximately 40,000 but in 
summer this number is swelled by the many 
visiting tourists – mostly British and Italian.

Approaching Kefaloniá on our inbound flight 
we had a superb view of the southern part 
of Mount Aínos, the highest mountain on 
the island. The summit at 1,628 m (5,341 ft) is 
often covered by cloud at any time of year, and 
by snow in the winter. Mountains dominate the 
landscape over most of the island.

Agriculture consists mainly of olive growing 
and the breeding of livestock such as sheep, 
goats and cattle. On one farm we also saw 

chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys and guinea 
fowl. Flat plains suitable for vegetable and 
grain production cover less than 15 per cent 
of the island. One of the most beautiful is the 
high Omála plain in the centre of the island 
in the foothills of Mount Aínos. In the middle 
of the plain stands the imposing monastery 
of Aghios Gerásimos next to the Robóla 
vineyards and winery.

Kefaloniá is very near to the boundaries of four 
tectonic plates; namely the Eurasian plate, the 
Hellenic plate, the African plate and the Aegean 
plate. This fact accounts for the long history of 
frequent earthquakes in Kefaloniá. Most people 
will have heard of the catastrophic earthquake 
in 1953 which caused major destruction of 
buildings in all parts of the island, with only the 
northern fishing village of Fiskárdo escaping. 

Cyclamen hederifolium CSE11066 at Site 11/08, Koulouráta. Photographs by Roy Skidmore
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This event was vividly described by Louis 
de Bernière in his book “Captain Corelli’s 
Mandolin”. Apparently this earthquake caused 
the centre of the island to rise by 30-70 cm 
(12-28 in). During our 13 night stay on Kefaloniá 
we were privileged to experience a tremor in 
the middle of the night. It was strong enough to 
cause the bed to move and the wardrobe and 
windows to rattle for several seconds – a ‘4’ on 
the Mercalli scale, we reckon.

The island home of Odysseus is now thought to 
have been the Palikí (Lixoúri) peninsula, not the 
island today named Itháki. In his book “Odysseus 
Unbound”, Robert Bittlestone has suggested that 
the Palikí  peninsula was a separate island during 
the late Bronze Age, and it was this to which 
Homer referred when he described ‘Ithaca’. This 
theory is strongly supported by evidence from 
deep core samples drilled from the isthmus 
that connects Palikí to the rest of Kefaloniá. The 
main land masses of the island consist mainly 
of Jurassic–Eocene limestone, with intervening 
areas of Neogene sediments and alluvium. This 
may suggest that in ancient times Kefaloniá was 
originally a group of individual small islands. 

We based ourselves in Argostóli, the largest 
town on the island, for two reasons. Firstly it 
seemed to be the only place in Kefaloniá that 
had hotels and restaurants open in November; 
and secondly it seemed a fairly good base from 
which to reach all parts of the island, albeit along 
the winding and sometimes daunting roads.

From our previous work in western Crete 
we had expected that Cyclamen hederifolium 
would be confined to the sides and bottom 
of gorges and water courses. During the 
months before our departure for Kefaloniá 
we had extensively studied the island using 
recent maps and Google Earth. This was to 
determine ‘likely’ locations for C. hederifolium 
populations. While this was a very useful 
exercise (indeed all the sites that we ended up 
surveying were ones that had been identified 
prior to our trip), we soon realised that the 
distribution of C. hederifolium on Kefaloniá is 
far more widespread than on Crete. It seems 
to grow ‘everywhere’.

We found it growing at sea-level in rock 
crevices at the side of Antísamos beach, and 
at 904 m (2,966 ft) elevation on the side of 
Mount Aínos. We found it at the side of the 
road above Líthos beach on the arid west coast 
north of Argostóli, and we found it growing in 
almost boggy ground in the south of the Palikí 
peninsula. Perhaps it is the higher rainfall and 
slightly cooler summers (compared to Crete) 
that allows cyclamen to grow in more diverse 
habitats on Kefaloniá. Our main problem was 
finding accessible sites with both flowers and 
sufficiently well developed leaves to allow 
us to do full site surveys. We noticed that 
those plants growing at high altitude and also 
those growing without the benefit of much 
shade had immature leaves, making some site 
surveys impracticable.

We were extremely lucky with the weather 
during our visit to Kefaloniá. It did rain, but 
mostly at night, and it certainly did not prevent 
us from doing what we needed to do. During 
the first week the main problem was a brisk 
wind which made collecting leaves and flowers 
difficult and certainly put paid to any ideas we 
may have had of opening the herbarium on site. 
Therefore all our plant specimen measurements 
and flower colour comparisons had to be done 
when we returned to the cover of our hotel. 
Photographing plants in this situation is also 
difficult as the flowers, like naughty children, 
refuse to keep still. Towards the end of the 
second week, as the wind died down, it became 
distinctly colder. Even at low altitudes, on bright 
chilly mornings we were surprised to find that 
we were crunching on frosty grass underfoot.

One particularly clear morning we took the 
opportunity to explore Mount Aínos to see 
to what elevation the cyclamen grew. As we 
climbed, the road became increasingly icy and 
we stopped at a pass 904 m (2,966 ft) above 
sea level to examine the few cyclamen plants 
that were growing at the roadside. These 

plants were similar to those growing lower 
down, except that they were smaller with 
immature leaves. A helpful national park warden, 
driving a large 4x4, stopped and told us that 
although there was a road up to the summit, it  
was extremely slippery. He advised us against 
continuing any higher in our 2-wheel drive Fiat 
Doblò. We therefore cautiously slithered our 
way down the road on the north side of the 
mountain towards the coast and Sámi.

In all we surveyed eight very different sites, 
scattered across the island. From these sites 
we collected a total of 27 C. hederifolium plants. 
The aspects of the sites covered all points of 
the compass. The gradients of the slopes varied 
from 15° to 30° and the degree of shade from 
30% to 60%. The sites occurred at elevations 
from 27 to 230 m (89 to 755 ft) above sea level. 
The pH of the soils ranged from 7.3 to 8.1. Soil 
structures varied from very poor draining to 
very free draining. There were two sites worthy 
of note from the soil perspective. These were a 
site on the Palikí peninsula which had high clay 
content (marl), and a site at Old Skála where 
the soil contained many pieces of chert (flint). 

Cyclamen hederifolium leaves from (l-r) CSE11008 Site 11/02, Pouláta; CSE11045 Site 11/06, Old Skála; CSE11043 
Site 11/06, Old Skála

Cyclamen hederifolium at Zóla
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Progress Report on 
the Somali cyclamen

Brian Mathew

In a message just before Christmas 2011 Mats 
Thulin from Uppsala Botanical Garden, Sweden, 
contacted me. It was he who in 1986 made the 
surprising discovery of a previously unknown 
species in Somalia, later described as Cyclamen 
somalense. He brought some good news about 
what is probably the rarest cyclamen of all, both 
in cultivation and in the wild. His message reads: 

“Cyclamen somalense has had its best display 
of flowers ever in the garden here, exactly 25 
years after it was planted. Six flowers have 
appeared in December, unfortunately all from 
the same clone. A few days ago, the garden 
had a small ceremony celebrating the 25 years, 
with me and Bo Willmer, the gardener who 
has looked after it all the time, as special 
guests. Magnus Lidén has taken some new 
photographs, the two best ones are attached.” 

If six flowers does not seem to represent a great 
floral display, do bear in mind that on previous 
occasions when C. somalense has flowered, it has 
produced usually just a single flower. It has never 
formed seeds in cultivation and this year, in spite 
of the extra flowers, no capsules have resulted. It 
is surprising that the species appears to be self-
sterile as all other species seem to form seeds 
readily, without encouragement and even when a 
single plant is isolated from any other cyclamen. 

The Cyclamen Society would like to record 
their thanks to Magnus Lidén for permission to 
use his photographs, to Mats Thulin for keeping 
us informed of progress and to Bo Willmer 
for his expertise in keeping this rare plant in 
cultivation for so long.

Prof Mats Thulin is a botanist at the Department 
of Systematic Biology, Uppsala University where 
he specialises in the taxonomy of tropical plants. 
For the last 20 years he has concentrated on 
researching the flora of Somalia, undertaking 
several expeditions there. The extent and value 
of his studies are exemplified in the 4-volume  
Flora of Somalia (Kew Publishing) during the 
preparation of which around 400 new species 
were discovered and described. Part of the Horn 
of Africa has a Mediterranean-type climate and 
this is where he and the Somali botanist Ahmed 
Mumin Warfa located C. somalense.

Following our survey of the site at Old Skála 
we decided to investigate another potential 
site in the south-east of the island, that we had 
identified from Google Earth. We drove through 
Faniés, past Spathí, until the road became 
unsurfaced. We then continued carefully along 
the gravel track for about 400 m (435 yds).  
Here we found a small colony of thick-leaved  
C. hederifolium on a north-east facing slope 
beside a watercourse. The large shiny leaves 
of these plants could well have passed for  
C. hederifolium subsp. crassifolium, but there 
were simply too few to support a full survey.

We stopped to examine cyclamen at many 
other places. The flowers and leaves were 
very similar to those of plants at other sites 
surveyed. Often there were simply too few 
plants with both flowers and mature leaves to 
add them to our list of official CSE sites. 

Other bulbous plants in full flower and growing 
alongside the cyclamen were Crocus boryi and 
Crocus cancellatus subsp. mazziaricus as well as 
Colchicum pusillum.

On returning home we are happy to report that 
Cyclamen hederifolium seems to grow readily 
all over Kefaloniá, even in places where we 
would not expect. The subspecies status of 
the populations we surveyed is something 
that we feel can be ascertained only by DNA 
and cytological examination. We thought 
that most of the plants we saw were typical 
subsp. hederifolium with some really lovely and 
distinctive leaf forms. The flowers on the whole 
were less impressive; however we did see some 
very dark flowers as well as an occasional white 
one. Some of the flowers had long twisted 
petals, and a significant number were scented. 
Most of the plants that we felt could be subsp. 
crassifolium (those with thick shiny leaves) 
tended to be found in shadier and damper 
conditions, often at the bottom of a steep bank. 
These invariably had long floral trunks and 

were buried deep in stony rubble, making many 
tubers inaccessible and therefore uncollectable.

We would like to thank Mr George Handrinós 
in Athens for his help with obtaining the 
necessary research permits. It was a pleasure 
to meet Mrs Popi Papahristodíma and Mrs Peny 
Chronopoúlou from the CITES office in Pátra 
during our stay in Kefaloniá. We wish to offer 
them our thanks for their assistance with the 
CITES documentation. We would like to thank 
everyone at the Mouíkis Hotel in Argostóli for 
putting up with our muddy boots and providing 
such a comfortable place to stay. We are very 
grateful to the Patsoúras restaurant for feeding 
us most evenings. Finally we wish to thank the 
Cyclamen Society for the privilege of being 
asked to undertake this fascinating field study. 
Many thanks also go to Martyn Denney and 
Melvyn Jope for their advice and help with 
preparing for this trip, and to Vic Aspland for 
the soil sample analyses.

Herbarium Sheet for C. hederifolium from Site  
11/01, Drápano
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The name behind  
C. rohlfsianum Asch.

Martyn Denney

Paul Friedrich August Ascherson was born 
on 4 June 1834 in Berlin. He was the son of 
Ferdinand Moritz Ascherson, a private medical 
consultant and Henrietta Ferdinandine Auguste, 
the daughter of the businessman Charles 
Odenheimer. Ascherson’s entire life was spent 
in Berlin except during his field studies in 
other countries. 

He graduated from High School at the age of 16 
and following his father’s wishes he went on to 
study medicine at the University of Berlin where, 
as was usual at the time, the Department of 
Medicine was run by botanists. It was therefore 
unsurprising that when Ascherson wrote his 
dissertation in 1855 at the age of just 21, it had a 
botanical theme, looking at the Phytogeography 
of the Margraviate of Brandenburg. He went on 
to work as an assistant at the Berlin Botanic 
Garden in Potsdamer Strasse, where he lived 
from 1863. By 1865 he was at the Royal 
Herbarium and then a curator at the Botanical 
Museum of Berlin – an establishment that had 
been developed from the Botanic Garden 
– where he was promoted to Professor of 
Specific Botany and Phytogeography and further 
developed the subject of his dissertation into 
his Flora of the Province of Brandenburg. In 1873 
he was appointed Associate Professor at the 
University of Berlin.

Although Paul Ascherson earned his reputation 
from his research into the botany of the 
Mediterranean countries, especially north-
eastern Africa, he had been botanising in the 
German province of Saxony since the late 
1850s. In 1873 and 1874, along with nine other 
scholars of various disciplines he accompanied 

Gerhard Rohlfs, as botanist, on an expedition to 
the Libyan desert. In 1875, Ascherson published 
the first accurate map of the area of the Dakhel 
and Fara Baharije oases. In 1876, he and the 
naturalist Georg August Schweinfurth mounted 
an expedition to the Egyptian desert and this 
lead to the publication in Cairo of Illustrations 
de la flore d’Egypte between 1887 and 1889. The 
peak of his career came in 1894 when he was 
awarded an honorary doctorate of philosophy 
by the University of Rostock for his Synopsis of 
the Central European Flora which was written with 
Paul Graebner. Paul Ascherson died in Berlin on 
3 June 1913, the day before his 79th birthday. He 
is buried in the cemetery in Berlin – Lichterfelde 
in Moltke Street near the Botanical Garden.

Following the 1873 expedition Gerhard Rohlfs 
entrusted all the collected plants to Paul 
Ascherson. When Rohlfs published Kufra – Reise 
von Tripolis nach der Oase Kufra, their report of 
the expedition in 1881, Ascherson contributed 
Chapter 7: Die aus dem mittlern Nordafrika, dem 

Gebiete der Rohlfs’schen Expedition nach Kufra 
bekannt gewordenen Pflanzen – the botanical 
results of the expedition. The book covered 
more than the 1873 collections and reported 
that in October 1879 Rohlfs and his friend Dr 
Anton Stecker found a cyclamen flowering in 
Benghazi but that unfortunately the tubers 
they had collected were no longer viable when 
they returned from their trip. Rohlfs speculated 
that perhaps it was C. africanum which had 
been described from Algeria by Pierre-Edmond 
Boissier and George François Reuter.

Boissier was a well known and wealthy botanist 
who maintained a vast plant collection and 
herbarium at his homes at Valleyres in the Vaud 
and Chambésy near Geneva. He died in 1885 
and the following year, with the encouragement 
of his son-in-law William Barbey, the botanists 
Eugène Autran and Théophile Durand published 
Hortus Boissierianus, a catalogue of all the 
plants that were cultivated by Boissier at the 
time of his death. Amongst a list of nine species 
of cyclamen is an entry as follows: 

C. Rohlfsianum Ascherson in 
Floræ Libycæ Prodromus ined. Tab. XIII. 
– Cyrénaique. 

These words were accompanied by an engraving 
of C. rohlfsianum flower parts (by Ascherson’s 
friend Georg Schweinfurth) that was to form 
part of the description. This suggests that Floræ 
Libycæ Prodromus was in preparation and its 
publication imminent, but it took longer than 
planned and eventually appeared 24 years later 
in 1910. 

In the meantime, in 1897 Ascherson published 
his very full Latin description and engraving of 
C. rohlfsianum (dated Berlin, 15 March 1897) in 
volume 5 of the Bulletin de L’Herbier Boissier, and 
made reference to Rohlf’s note about the plant 
in Kufra. Any errors in the following translation 
of Ascherson’s description are mine!

Depressed ellipsoid tuber, up to 3.5 cm. 
thick, 2 cm. deep, brown, fibrous roots 
beneath, the upper part stems from the 

Engraving of C. rohlfsianum flower parts by Georg Schweinfurth (1897) that accompanied Ascherson’s description.
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centre with an up to 5 cm. long, many 
flowered and densely foliated scarred 
floral trunk. The flowers appear after 
the leaves. Petioles 3-18 cm. elongated; 
the lamina circumference and margin 
incisions various, mostly transverse, 

broader, 4-7 cm. long, 5-11 cm. wide, 
often unequilateral, obtuse or acute, wide 
- deeply cordate, entire – sharply pointed 
5-7 lobulate, margin irregularly (half-) 
crenulate – subcrenulate - denticulate, 
more or less distinctly spotted with silver, 

Engraving of C. rohlfsianum by A d’Apreval from Floræ Libycæ Prodromus 1910. Reproduced with the permission of the RHS 

Lindley Library.
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which are variously variegated. Autumn 
flowers, scented. Fruit coiled down 
peduncle, up to 1 dm. tall. Calyx cut into 
narrow lobes, oblong-ovate, acuminate,  
4 mm. in length. Corolla throat minutely 
(1/5 mm.) covered in horn-like protrusions, 
corolla lobes pale purple, narrowed at the 
base, oblong, acute, 25 mm. long, up to 
7 mm. wide, four times longer than the 
tube. Stamens 4 mm. above the base of  
the tube inserted. Anthers 5 mm. long, the 
upper part (3mm.) exserted from the throat, 
surpassed by the style by 2 mm. Capsule 
subglobose, exceeds the calyx, 5 mm.  
in diameter. Seeds roundish 1 - 1.5 mm.  
in diameter.

By its exserted anthers C. rohlfsianum differs 
from all its relations so far, approaching 
the allied genus Dodecatheon, and it is 
because of  this affinity that we propose 
that it become the type of  a section or 
a new sub-genus known as Dodecatheoides. 
The characters of  the genus, as defined 
by Linnaeus and such as have been 
accepted accordingly by all authors, must 
be modified in terms of  the anthers so as 
to be applicable to our species.

This last sentence refers to Linnaeus’s 
description of the genus Cyclamen in his Genera 
Plantarum of 1754, where speaking of the sexual 
organs he says Stam. Filamenta quinque, minima, 
in tubo corollæ. Antheræ rectæ, acutæ, in collo 
corollæ conniventes. Pist. Germen subrotundum, 
Stylus filiformis, rectus, staminibus longior. Stigma 
acutum. or ‘Stamens: five filaments, tiny, in the 
corolla tube. Anthers straight, acute, corolla 
bending together in the neck. Pistil: branching, 
roundish, Style thread-like, straight, longer 
than the stamens. Stigma somewhat sharp.’ 
Ascherson was of the opinion that in light 
of the flower structure of C. rohlfsianum, this 
would have to be modified.

Ascherson said that the plant grew with its 
tubers hidden in rock fissures. It was first 
discovered in flower in November 1879 by 
Rohlfs and Stecker at the entrance to the 
Lethes Grottoes near Benghazi, then seen 
again at the same site in 1881 by Professor 
G Haimann, Chancellor of the Corte di 
Cassazion of Palermo, and in 1882 and 1884, 
by Petrovich. It was later found on 8 April 1887 
by Paul Hermann Wilhelm Taubert, a plant 
collector, near Derna, a coastal town further 
east from Benghazi on the opposite side 
of the Akhdar Mountains. Taubert collected 
tubers for William Barbey and these flowered 
in what was previously Boissier’s garden on 
the Chemin du Rivage at Chambésy by Lake 
Geneva in October 1891.

When Floræ Libycæ Prodromus by Durand and 
Barratte was published in Geneva in 1910 it 
was with the collaboration of Paul Ascherson, 
William Barbey and Reinhold Muschler. It  
cited and repeated Ascherson’s description of 
C. rohlfsianum and included a new engraving of 
the whole plant by A d’Apreval which omitted 
one of the principal diagnostic features of the 
plant – the flowers!
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Chios, April 2010 

Tony Heaton

In early April 2010, I went with three friends 
to the Greek island of Chios, the main object 
of the trip being to see and photograph the 
large variety of orchids especially Ophrys. One 
of the friends had been there the previous 
year and had whetted my appetite for the 
trip by showing me a photograph of Cyclamen 
persicum which, because I had no plans for 
holidays in that part of the world, I never 
thought I would see growing in the wild.

Chios is a relatively small island (approximately 
50 km/30 miles, from north to south) located 
in the Aegean Sea close to the Turkish Coast, 
south of Lesbos. We stayed in an apartment in 
Karfas, not far from the airport. Because the 
island is small and main roads are fairly good, 

we were able to visit sites all over the island 
in a series of day trips. The terrain is similar 
to other Greek islands with a lot of limestone 
garrigue and maquis covered by pine woods 
or spiny shrubs. As you would expect in 
Greece, there are a lot of olive groves but 
many seemed to be untended. There are some 
goats but not as many as I had seen in Crete 
and a wide variety of flowers have survived. 
Investigate almost any piece of untended land 
or field edge and you are almost certain to 
find some interesting plants.

There are also groves of Pistacia lentiscus.  
This is the tree from which a resin called 
mastic is extracted for which, historically, 
Chios was the centre of production. The 
resin, which weeps out of the tree’s bark 
when it is scored or damaged, is sun-dried into 
drops of a hard, brittle translucent substance  
which can be used in pharmaceuticals, 
cosmetics and confectionery. It was greatly 

valued in the Ottoman Empire when it was 
also known as tears of Chios.

Although I was looking forward to seeing 
Cyclamen persicum in the wild, the main object 
of the trip was to see the orchids and other 
flowers and so I was not actually focussed on 
cyclamen. Therefore, I was taken by surprise 
to find some C. hederifolium leaves growing in 
the shade of a small church where we stopped 
for lunch on the first day. After this we found 
its leaves growing among the rocks in almost 
any uncultivated shady spot.

The leaves displayed a wide variety of shapes 
and patterns at individual sites as well as 
across the island. The colour varied from 
slightly yellowish-green to bluish-green. The 
patterns ranged from strong silver hastate 
markings to fairly indistinct patterns picked 

out in shades of green. Although the leaves 
were generally heart-shaped, some displayed 
clear lobes while others showed virtually 
no lobes at all. I checked the undersides of 
a few leaves and these were green or green 
with a red tinge but I did not check every 
one. Some plants had fairly substantial leaves 
but not as fleshy as the C. confusum I have in 
a pot at home. Others did not strike me at  
the time as being any different from the leaves 
of the hederifoliums I grow in my garden. The 
previous autumn I visited the Peloponnese and 
had seen a profusion of C. hederifolium flowers 
on banks and hillsides. On Chios, there were 
only occasional plants bearing one or two 
seed pods and I took this to mean they had 
flowered only sparsely. Because of the range 
of variation in the leaves, I could not decide 
whether they were subspecies hederifolium or 
subspecies crassifolium.

Cyclamen hederifolium habitat at Site 0205 (see map overleaf). Photos by Tony Heaton

A selection of C. hederifolium leaves from site 0205
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We could not find the C. persicum site which had 
been seen the previous year but we came upon 
another site (Site 0801 – see opposite) where 
they grew in quite large numbers on both sides 
of the road. The road ran approximately east/
west across a south facing slope. On the north 
side of the road were some steep terraces 

of what appeared to be untended olives and 
the cyclamen grew between the stones of 
the terrace walls both in the open and in the 
shade. On the south side of the road the slope 
was less steep and there were some cultivated 
fields, slightly terraced with low retaining walls 
and a few trees growing along their margins. 

Cyclamen persicum flowers at site 0801

Site 0105
This was a fairly dry site with the  
cyclamen growing in the shade of  
an old church.

Site 0205
This was in a pine wood at the end 
of a small valley reached by a rough 
track running from the main road. It 
was sheltered and shaded by the pine 
trees but not dark. Nearby, the beautiful 
orchid Limodorum arbortivum grew but, 
unfortunately, there were only buds at  
this site. Later in the holiday, we saw  
it in flower at a site further north.

Site 0304
This site was heavily shaded by both pines 
and oaks and it was fairly damp. As we were 
there in April the oaks already had quite 
a lot of leaf. The site would have been less 
shaded through the winter months when 

the oaks were leafless. The cyclamen grew 
amongst stones at the side of the track.

Site 0401
Dry and rocky sloping away to the north 
with areas of stunted pine trees. The 
cyclamen grew amongst the rocks under 
the trees where they were sheltered.

Site 0402
Dry with pines and deciduous trees.  
The cyclamen grew in the shelter of  
some north facing rocks.

Site 0504
At the foot of Mount Pelineon. Around here 
the slopes were covered with pine woods 
and a few cyclamen grew along the side of 
the track leading to a refuge higher up.

Site 0801
Cyclamen persicum
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Again, the cyclamen grew between the stones 
which formed the retaining walls but they were 
mainly in the shade under the trees, probably 
because this was the least-cultivated area.

Having seen C. hederifolium and C. persicum, 
I wondered whether C. graecum was also 
present on the island but did not find any at 
the sites we visited.

I learned a lot of lessons on this trip, the main 
one being that you cannot rely on a photograph 
alone to identify a plant. For example, my 
photographs do not clearly display the thickness 
of the C. hederifolium leaves and therefore I found 
it difficult to identify them when I returned 
home. I intend to take copious notes next time!

I should also have done my homework more 
thoroughly before the trip. For example, when 

I arrived on Chios I had been expecting to 
see one species of Fritillaria: Fritillaria pelinaea 
which is endemic to Mount Pelineon. However, I 
photographed small yellow fritillaries at several 
sites on the island which were nowhere near 
Mount Pelineon. When I returned home I found 
that F. carica and F. bithynica may also exist on 
Chios but my pictures did not always show the 
defining differences clearly enough.

It was a very enjoyable trip and I would 
like to return to the island armed with the 
additional information. We saw between 
20 and 30 different Ophrys (depending on 
whether you use the lumper’s or splitter’s 
naming convention), 13 other orchids, two 
tulips, possibly three fritillarias and many 
other wonderful flowers. And, of course, two 
cyclamen species.

The Society’s  
‘Big Book’ project

Some years ago – in fact over a decade - 
the officers and committee members of the 
Cyclamen Society came to the decision that a 
book devoted to their chosen genus should be 
written and published in the name of the Society. 
Fred Buglass, a founder member and its President 
from 1981 to 1994, was one of the instigators of 
this project and due to his generous legacy such 
a work was viewed as a viable proposition. It is 
now nearing publication, with a working title 
of Genus Cyclamen: Science, Cultivation, Art and 
Culture. The book is edited by Brian Mathew 
and there is a foreword by the past Director 
General of the RHS, Chris Brickell.

The aim was not to produce another botanical 
monograph as such works already exist, 
notably the comparatively recent ones by 
Christopher Grey-Wilson (1988, 1997, 2002). 
Rather, it was envisaged that the Society’s 
book would encompass as many different 
aspects of cyclamen as possible and in addition 
draw on the great wealth of knowledge of 
its members that has appeared in the pages 
of the Society’s Journal. However, botany is 
necessarily at the core of the book to give 
it a meaningful structure and the descriptive 
section of the species has been provided 
by Brian Mathew and Chris Clennett. The 
latest botanical work on the problematic 
‘C. repandum group’ (subgenus Psilanthum) 
appears in the form of major contributions 
by two research teams, from Montpellier 
(Max Debussche and John D Thompson) and 

Ophrys speculum subsp. regis-ferdinandii Fritillaria carica

Cyclamen coum in northern Turkey, above Ikizdere. Photograph by Martyn Denney
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Reading University (Alistair Culham and Pedro 
Bota). Other scientific aspects of the genus 
include an appraisal of the various floral 
fragrances to be found, following a survey by 
Robin Clery of Quest International. 

Naturally there is a detailed section on 
cultivation, as this is an area which is of great 
interest to most enthusiasts, and this has been 
written by Alisdair Aird and Peter Moore, 
followed by a pest and disease survey by Chris 
Clennett. To spread the interest and avoid too 
much European parochialism, contributions 
have been obtained from cyclamen enthusiasts 
in other countries where the species are 
cultivated, notably North America (John 
Lonsdale), Australia (Jill Weatherhead), Japan 
(Motomu Nagaoka) and New Zealand (Terry 
Hatch). For those who enjoy showing their 

cyclamen, Vic Aspland gives detailed practical 
advice for exhibitors. 

The ‘florists’ cyclamen’ could not be ignored 
and the late Kees Sahin, whose innovative seed 
business in Holland included the development of 
new cyclamen breeding lines, took on the task 
of preparing a detailed account of the history 
of the development of the C. persicum cultivars. 
Sadly, he died before this happened but Kees’s 
wife and business partner, Elisabeth, agreed that 
Sahin’s senior plant breeder, Diony de Bont, 
should complete the work and this he has done 
with the assistance of John Grimshaw. 

Cyclamen have long attracted the attentions 
of botanical illustrators so the Society  
commissioned new paintings of each of the  
species and subspecies. We were indeed 

fortunate to interest two of the country’s 
leading illustrators, Pandora Sellars and 
Christabel King, to take on the preparation 
of a set of 25 superb watercolours. In view of 
the fact that cyclamen have appealed to artists 

since the Early Middle Ages, it was decided 
to make a special feature of this by tracing 
the history of their illustration from early 
manuscript herbals through woodcuts to the 
present, a project taken on enthusiastically by 
Martyn Denney and Vic Aspland. Cyclamen have 
also been used in many ways to adorn cards of 
varying types, jewellery, ceramics and glassware; 
and the name cyclamen has even found its way 
on to ships. A large and interesting collection 
of stamps featuring cyclamen is included, these 
having been accumulated by Gene Kozloff over 
many years and in collaboration with the late 
Graham Simpson. It soon became clear that 
this aspect was so extensive and interesting 
that one whole section of the book has been 
devoted to the extraordinary range of ways in 
which the cyclamen image has been utilised. 

Another area where Fred Buglass influenced 
the course of the Society was in suggesting  

Cyclamen rohlfsianum showing details of tuber. 
Photograph by Brian Mathew

Cyclamen macrophyllum from Flore des Serres (1853). 
Photograph by Vic Aspland

Art Nouveau fan design from Le Journal de la Décoration a French art quarterly periodical published by Armand 
Guérinet circa 1890-1900

Belt buckle, purchased in a bric-a-brac shop by Jill 
Marsden. Photograph by Brian Mathew

22

The Society’s ‘Big Book’ project

23

The Society’s ‘Big Book’ project

© Cyclamen Society



a programme of field studies. To date, many 
such studies have taken place and the book 
contains reports of most of these, written 
by members of each foray. In the case of 
species where we have had no first-hand 
experience, others have contributed, most 
notably a detailed account of the discovery 
of C. somalense in Somalia by Mats Thulin of 
Uppsala University. John Whitehead provided 
notes and photographs of the seldom-visited 
C. rohlfsianum in its natural habitat.

One of the valuable aspects of the book is the 
wealth of personal observations by members 
of the Cyclamen Society, largely extracted from 
its journal and brought together here under 
a ‘Miscellany’ section for each of the species. 
This encompasses many topics but focuses 

particularly on plants seen in the wild and 
so contains much information about habitat, 
distribution and natural variation. For those 
who wish to delve further into cyclamen studies, 
Richard Bailey has compiled an extensive 
bibliography covering not just books but any 
relevant articles in a range of periodicals. 
In addition to the new watercolours, there 
will be over 700 photographs of cyclamen 
in the wild and in cultivation, many of them 
previously unpublished. The photographers are 
too numerous to mention here but their 
names will appear in the book and we take this 
opportunity to thank them for their valuable 
contribution and expertise. 

The book will be a tribute to the work of our 
remarkable society and underlines the extent 

to which a group of specialist enthusiasts 
can enhance the knowledge of a genus. It will 
be published jointly with the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, and is currently in the design 
stages with the expectation of appearing in 
autumn 2012. 

The Society together with the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew is offering members of the 
Society a substantial discount on the price of 
the book. You’ll find an order form with more 
details about the book included with this copy 
of the Journal.

Cyclamen intaminatum photographed at site 04/06T 
during the Society’s 2004 field study. Photograph by 
Martyn Denney

Cyclamen graecum subsp. anatolicum leaves near Taşucu, 
southern Turkey photographed during the Society’s 
2008 field study. Photograph by Martyn Denney

Trip to Croatia
Cyclamen Society members have joined two previous Mediterranean Garden 
Society tours, to Rhodes and to SW Turkey. The MGS is organising a trip to Croatia, 
probably 26 April to 2 May 2013, with an optional 2-day extension; if you might 
be interested in joining it please contact Alisdair Aird,   
It will be led by Chris Gardner, who led the very enjoyable Turkey trip. On his 
recce this year he found many wild orchids and other note-worthy plants, including 
Cyclamen repandum (lovely drifts on the 2-day extension). Also expect stunning 
scenery and idyllic coastlines, interesting gardens, attractive towns – and some 
excellent seafood. There may be some evening talks.

Cyclamen mirabile fieldwork in Turkey, Trevor Wiltshire and the late Harry Gill recording habitat details. Photograph 
by Brian Mathew
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Cyclaminus from 
Leonhart Fuchs’s  
De Historia  
Stirpium 1542

Martyn Denney (Abridged from the ‘Big Book’ – see 
pages 21-25)

The cyclamen of the herbalists and apothecaries 
was Cyclamen purpurascens, known under 
various names. It was used by western 
European herbalists to illustrate text based on 
that of Dioscoridis, which featured C. graecum. 
Leonhart Fuchs, in his De historia stirpium of 
1542, described it under the title De Cyclamino 
as if it was the only one he knew. He noted 
that it flowered to the end of August and 
illustrated his text with a larger than life plate 
showing floral trunks and roots emerging from 
all over the surface of the tuber. Three leaves 
are spotted, recalling Dioscorides’s perhaps 
fanciful description “…hath leaves like unto 
Ivie, of a purple colour, divers, with whitish 
spots beneath and above…”. 

This earliest printed image (opposite) of a true 
cyclamen was painted by Heinrich Füllmaurer, 
copied onto wood by Albrecht Meyer and 
the woodblock was engraved by Veit Rodolph 
Speckle. The original block with a massive 
image measuring 273 x 207 mm (11 x 8 in) was 
probably used only three times – in the original 
1542 Latin edition of Fuchs’s herbal, in the 1543 
New Kreuterbuch first German edition, and then 
not until 1774 – 1778 by Salomon Schinz in his 
Anleitung zu der Pflanzenkenntniss. It was copied, 
with and without variance, and was redrawn 
many times between 1542 and 1774 in at 
least 50 volumes. One of the best re-drawings 
of Heinrich Füllmaurer’s image was done by 
David Kandel for Hieronymus Bock’s Kreuter 

Buch first published in 1546, and then in more 
than 10 editions until 1630. At its smallest, the 
original was re-used by Fuchs in his duodecimal 
size Plantarum effegies of 1549 and 1552 (minus 
one leaf) measuring just 62 x 36 mm (2½ x 
1½ in). The most common use by Fuchs was 
a mirror image of 103 x 65 mm (4 x 2½ in), 
with one missing leaf, that appeared in the less 
expensive, reduced editions of his work from 
the 1543 Dutch Den Nieuwen Herbarius to the 
1549 French Commentaires tres excellens de 
l’hystoire des plantes. This block was also used 
from 1553 to 1578 by the Dutch herbalist 
Rembert Dodoens in his de Historia Stirpens 
and by his translators Charles de l’Ecluse 
(French) and Henry Lytte (English).

With the publication of his New Kreuterbuch 
in 1543, Leonhart Fuchs realised that he had 
barely scratched the surface and he began 
preparing another edition. De historia stirpium 
contained 511 images whilst the three volumes 
of his Codex contain 1,529. Fuchs struggled 
and failed to have his manuscript published. 
The Codex had a chequered history and 
disappeared for long periods, eventually being 
acquired by the Austrian National Library 
in 1954. It contains three illustrations of 
‘Cyclamen’. Folio 155 is a magnificent painting 
of the image used in De historia stirpium 
labelled as Cyclaminus prima maior. It is a mirror 
image of the woodblock print of 1542 and 
it is tempting to speculate whether it is the 
original. Two leaves have been modified by 
Fuchs, with annotations, making them cordate 
rather than orbicular. Folio 157, Cyclaminus 
prima minor, is clearly a more delicate plant 
with a small round tuber and short floral 
trunk. The below-ground parts of the petioles 
and pedicels are uncoloured and this simple 
but clever device brings life to the image. 
It is possible that it is intended to depict  
C. repandum but the leaves could equally be 
C. hederifolium. The tuber further confuses, 
showing the delicacy of C. repandum but with 

roots appearing from all over the surface as 
in C. hederifolium. For folio 159 Fuchs depicts 
Cyclaminus altera Dioscoridis, but where 
earlier authors generally showed a plant with 
a cyclamen tuber, the below ground parts of 

Fuchs’s plant are completely devoid of this. 
The illustration is probably of Clematis vitalba.

The full story and reproductions of the paintings 
from Fuchs’s Codex will be in the ‘Big Book’.
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Cyclamen cultivars 
— part 3 

Trevor Wiltshire

Cyclamen coum BSBE 518 form 1 and 
BSBE 518 form 2
At the end of Brian Mathew’s studentship at 
RHS Wisley, in March 1963, he set off to Iran 
for three months with three fellow graduating 
students (David Barter, Stuart Baker and David 
Pycraft) on what became known famously as 
the Bowles Scholarship Expedition 1963. BSBE 
518 was collected near Trabzon on the Black 
Sea coast in north-east Turkey on 16 March 
1963 on mossy cliffs, at an altitude of 60 m  
(200 ft), growing with Primula vulgaris subsp. 
sibthorpii and Helleborus orientalis.

Peter Moore has named two forms of the 
original. Form 1 has pink flowers with magenta 
nasal blotch, leaves overall silver with a green 
margin. Form 2 has similar flowers but silver 
leaves with a green hastate pattern. These are 
both good plants, great in the alpine house.

Cyclamen coum ‘Tilebarn Elizabeth’  
This cultivar has striking flowers: picotee-
edged, bicoloured, very pale pink or whitish, 
flushed deeper towards the petal margins, 
blotched magenta-crimson at mouth. The leaves 

are entirely pewter-coloured without green 
veining, often crimson purple beneath. Named 
by Peter Moore for his wife Elizabeth. 

This is an easy plant in cultivation and in my 
experience – in sheltered shady woodland in deep 
leaf litter – does very well. In the greenhouse, 
blown flowers need removing quickly as this 
cultivar is so dense with flowers that botrytis 
can quickly take hold in the crowded crown.

Cyclamen coum f. albissimum  
‘Golan Heights’ 
The original plant (collection number CSE 
90417 Site 90/11Is) was collected on the Golan 
Heights in Israel by the Cyclamen Society team 
of Richard Bailey, Peter Moore and Melvyn Jope 
in 1990. Peter Moore succeeded in bulking up 
over 100 plants and these were distributed 
to lucky Society members at a Wisley Show. 
It is still available in the trade, however many 
report that it is a difficult plant to grow and to 

persuade to set seed. The plant is small in all its 
parts with plain green glossy leaves. The flowers 
are pure white with petals being typically 10mm 
long where the flower diameter is 15mm.

Oron Peri, an Israeli member and great plant 
expert, comments that it has “a flat form of flower 
which is typical of the southern populations.”

Cyclamen coum f. albissimum  
‘George Bisson’ 
Named by Mary Saunders in 1994 in memory 
of her father, it is a pure white with no red at all 
on the flower or leaf stalks. I quote her:

“ ‘George Bisson’ is a pure albino with no 
red at all on the flower or leaf stalks, and a 
pure white flower. It is a much tougher plant 
than Cyclamen coum forma albissimum ‘Golan 
Heights’. The seed pods and seeds are also a 
pale greeny brown colour without any red. It is 
very difficult to get it to set seed that is viable 
hence it is very slow to propagate.

I found the original seedling entirely by chance 
in a group of coum seedlings growing outside 
that were grown from seed collected from my 

own plants. I can remember the day I first saw it, 
for some reason I began to search through the 
flowering seedlings looking for an all white one, 
maybe my eye had seen it but not registered 
it, as they are so incredibly rare the chances of 
finding one like this were very slim.

Seeds of George Bisson are slow to obtain, 
that is true. I find the plant difficult to get to set 
many seeds. For the past few years I have had 
almost no seed set so have been unable to pass 
any on to the Cyclamen Society. I do know that 
numerous people in the Society have plants that 
I have given them over the years in the hope that 
they will pass on seeds when they have them.”

Cyclamen coum BSBE 518 form 2

Cyclamen coum BSBE 518 form 1. Photos by Martyn Denney

Cyclamen coum ‘Tilebarn Elizabeth’ Cyclamen coum f. albissimum ‘Golan Heights’

Cyclamen coum f. albissimum ‘George Bisson’
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Show Business

Birmingham Conference Show
The show will be held on Sunday 23 
September 2012 in conjunction with this 
year’s conference in Birmingham. The show 
is open to all members, whether Conference 
delegates or not (see p2 for details of the 
conference, and the Show schedule included 
with this Journal).  This is a great opportunity 
to show off your favourite plants – not just to 
other members of the Society but to visitors 
to the Botanical Gardens too. If you’re wary 
of entering a show for the first time, look 
back at Pat Nicholls’s enormously helpful 
article in the Journal December 2002 (Vol 26 
No 2 p43) for tips on making the best of your 
plants, Ian Robertson’s article in June 2010 on 
p27 giving invaluable advice on how he grows 
his prize-winning plants, and Pat Nicholls’s 
article in June 2011 on p30 about what judges 
look out for.

Plants in the competitive classes are to be 
shown without labels – the exhibitor’s and 
plant’s name is to be written clearly on the 
entry card. Please take particular care that you 
stick to the sizes shown on the show schedule 
– if plants are in pots larger than the specified 
maximum (which is the top external diameter), 
they will be moved to a different class. This 
show will also include a Photographic Section. 
Prize money will be: first prize £5, second 
prize £3, third prize £2. See Journal December 
2006, p74 for the current Show Notes and 
Regulations (copies of these and the full Show 
Schedule will be available at the show). Please 
note that the Photographic Section will include 
two classes for unmounted photos which 
overrides the current show rules which specify 
that photos must be mounted. 

Any queries concerning the show schedules or 
about the show generally should be addressed to 
the Show Secretary, Ian Robertson  

  
 

Don’t forget the important change made by the 
Show Sub-Committee to encourage entries in 
the novice classes. An exhibitor now has to 
win five first prizes before he or she becomes 
ineligible for the novice classes. To make this 
easier, any exhibitor who won first prizes at any 
show in 2004 or before can disregard them for 
this purpose and the Show Secretary will keep 
a running total starting in 2005 (see page 32 for 
current totals). Of course, you can still enter 
plants in any class if you so wish. 

The Buglass Salver will be awarded for the best 
plant in show; the Buglass Bowl for the best 
Cyclamen graecum; the Nick Carter Memorial 
Trophy will go to the plant with the best foliage 
and the James Mars Trophy will go to best 
Society-collected plant or progeny of such plants. 
The Oylat Trophy will be awarded to the best  
C. intaminatum in the show, the Graham Simpson 
Memorial Trophy to the best C. purpurascens 
and the Erna and Ronald Frank Trophy to the 
best plant in the Novice Section. Winners of 
trophies will receive a Society Certificate.

Members are invited to bring plants not for 
competition which they would like to display 
or ask about. Also please bring surplus plants 
(cyclamen, or other plants likely to interest 
cyclamen growers), to sell or exchange; you will 
be expected to donate 25% of the proceeds to 
the Society (exchanges will be treated as sales). 
“Bargain” cyclamen (at a very low price, to 
encourage starter growers) are very welcome. 
Plants for sale should have two labels, one 
with the name of the plant, the other with 
the seller’s name and price: prices must be IN 
MULTIPLES of 50p – for example £1.50, £2 
and £3.50.

Wisley Autumn Show
The show will be held on Saturday 13 October 
2012 in the Hillside Event Centre, RHS Garden, 
Wisley, Surrey (clearly signposted from the A3 
just south-west of the M25’s junction 10).

Show Business

Show Secretary’s notes
Ian Robertson writes:  As ever the weather played 
its tricks on us. Having been exceptionally mild 
up to mid-January, it then got very cold indeed. 
Although the Winter Show was on 4 February, 
the earliest that I can remember, many of the 
Cyclamen alpinum were well past their best. At 
the same time, later bloomers like C. libanoticum 
and C. pseudibericum were absent, whereas 
frequently there are a few on the bench. Also 
with snow forecast to come from the East, the 
North and the West, some exhibitors decided it 
wasn’t worth the risk. They were right too! We 
closed the show at 3pm, and those returning 
to the Birmingham area had, shall we say, an 
interesting journey. Unsurprisingly the number 
of competitors and entries were down from 
2011, though there were still some good plants 
on show. Visitor numbers also seemed to be 
down, partly due to the weather forecast, but 
exacerbated by a lack of signs to the Hillside 
Events Centre. 

Things were better at the Spring Show on 
31 March. The balmy weather during most of 
March didn’t quite last to the last day of the 
month, but though it was quite cold, snow 
didn’t threaten. So, despite the unavoidable 
clash with the Alpine Garden Society’s Exeter 
Show, there were two more competitors and 
11 more entries than in 2011. There were some 
good plants and also a much wider range of 
species on view than in recent years, which I 
think made for a much more interesting show.

We have decided that we should try to have 
exhibits of plants and photos of recent Society 
Field Studies as soon as possible after each trip, 
to keep members updated and to explain the 
scientific and conservation work of the Society 
to visitors. To this end there were displays of Roy 
Skidmore’s photos from the Kefalonia field study 

(the intention is to repeat this at the Autumn 
Show), and Martyn Denney’s display of Cyclamen 
repandum from the 2003 Corsica expedition.

I would like to thank all those who exhibited 
their plants and photos and those who put on 
displays. Similarly I must thank those who bring 
plants to sell and those who man the plants stall; 
likewise Peter Jones on the Publications stall. 
The plant sales are always popular – I would 
like to make a special plea to members to bring 
as many good quality plants as they can to sell. 
Some of our larger contributors are less able to 
bring plants now so the rest of us must try to fill 
the gap. We are very dependant on the proceeds 
of plants sales to pay for the running of shows. 
Lastly, great thanks are due to all those who 
helped to put up and take down the show.

Trophy winners
Birmingham Show on 18 September 2011
Buglass Salver – best plant in show: M&C Brown for  
C. graecum subsp. graecum. 
Buglass Bowl – best C. graecum: I Robertson for C. graecum 
subsp. anatolicum. 
Nick Carter Memorial Trophy – best foliage plant in show: 
D Richards for C. graecum subsp. anatolicum ex CSE91469. 
James Mars Trophy – best Society-collected plant or 
progeny of such plants: D Sissons for C. graecum subsp. 
graecum ex CSE94046. 
Oylat Trophy – best C. intaminatum: M Denney for  
C. intaminatum ex CSE000806. 
Graham Simpson Memorial Trophy – best C. purpurascens:  
I Robertson. 
Erna and Ronald Frank Memorial Trophy – best plant in 
Novice Section: R Norman for C. graecum subsp. graecum.  

Autumn show on 15 October 2011
Mick Reed Bowl – best C. graecum: I Robertson for  
C. graecum subsp. candicum CSE 96466. 
Maslin Cup – best plant in show: I Robertson for C. graecum 
subsp. candicum CSE 96466. 
Ivan and Elsie Willett Plate – best C. mirabile: M Denney for 
C. mirabile ‘Tilebarn Nicholas’. 
Elizabeth Moore Trophy – best C. hederifolium: R Skidmore 
for C. hederifolium ‘Silver Shield’. 
Foliage Salver – best foliage plant: M Denney for C. graecum 
subsp. anatolicum. 
Maurice Dryden Award – best plant in Novice Section:  
J Lavin for C. cilicium. 
RHS Banksian Medal – M Denney with 138 points.

Show Business
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Show Business

Regrettably the RHS have withdrawn the 
concession to specialist societies allowing 
members access to the Wisley gardens on 
presenting a Cyclamen Society membership card. 
In future, members will need to pay the normal 
public charge to gain access to the garden and 
shows. Exhibitors and helpers who leave the 
garden after 9 am will need to remember that 
they will have to pay to regain entry.

The schedule for the show is included with this 
Journal. The Maslin Cup will be awarded for the 
best plant in the show, the Mick Reed Bowl 
for the best C. graecum, the Elizabeth Moore 
Trophy for the best C. hederifolium, the Foliage 
Salver for the best foliage plant, the Ivan and 
Elsie Willett Plate for the best C. mirabile and 
the Maurice Dryden Award for the best plant 
in the Novice Section. 

There will be the usual plant stall and, if 
previous occasions are anything to go by, there 
will be some choice plants, as well as bargains 
available – or, indeed, this is a chance to sell 
your surplus plants. For details on pricing and 
labelling plants for sale, see end of Birmingham 
Conference Show on page 31.

Plants for the show can be displayed between 
8.30 and 10am. To comply with Health and 
Safety regulations at Wisley, all cars must be 
removed from the area around the Hillside 
Event Centre by 9am. Judging will start at 
10.15. The show will be open to the public 
from 11.30am until 4pm (plant sales from 9am). 
Awards for prize-winners will be given at 3pm.

Banksian Medal
An RHS Banksian Medal will be awarded at the 
Autumn Show at Wisley to the member who 
has won the largest number of points from the 
four shows during the year. Points are awarded 
on the following basis: first prize, 5 points; 
second prize, 3 points; third prize, 2 points. 
Note that the photographic classes don’t count 

for points. Any previous winner of the Banksian 
Medal is ineligible for the two years following 
their win (which puts both Ian Robertson and 
Martyn Denney out of the running for 2012). 

List of points for the leading six of those eligible 
for 2012:
Duncan Gates ..................71	 Vic Aspland ......................18

Pat Nicholls ......................58	 Brian & Jo Walker............10

Jim Novis ..........................31	 Jane Ross ........................... 8

Novice Totals 
Here are the novice totals up to and including 
the Wisley Spring Show 2012 (held on 31 
March 2012). P Peck, K Hutton, H Sissons, D 
Clement, A Chambers, R West, R Norman and 
J Aspland: all 1. J Hill, H Quarry and D Charlton:  
2. R Amos and J Lavin: 3. P Whitlock, E Willet and  
J Handley: 4. L&J Martin (5) and S Walters (6) 
are no longer eligible for the Novice Section.  

Shows in 2013
This year, bookings for shows at RHS Wisley in 
2012 can’t be confirmed until later in the year. 
The Society has asked for dates such that 
the Winter Show would be on Saturday 9 
February 2013, the Spring Show on 30 March 
and the Autumn Show on 12 October. We’ve 
told the RHS that we’d consider a Sunday if a 
suitable Saturday is not available. We’ll provide 
more details in the December Journal (or you 
could contact the Show Secretary later in the 
year if you need to know dates urgently – see 
contact details on page 31). We have a booking 
for a Birmingham Conference on Sunday 22 
September 2013. 

Wisley Winter Show, 4 February 2012
Roy Skidmore writes: After the warmest start 
to winter for many years, and the date for the 
Winter Cyclamen Show being 4 February, the 
expectation was of a bumper display of plants 
in tip-top condition. But, as February dawned, it 
was typical of the British weather to decide a 
Siberian winter would actually begin on this day. 

Show Business

As we arrived at the show we all realised that 
a temperature of -7ºC at Wisley and exhibitors 
travelling from different parts of the UK where 
it was even colder, might have an impact on 
the day. Of course it did, but once again the 
exhibitors who arrived put on a great display.

In Class A1, Ian Robertson showed three lovely 
flowering plants of C. elegans, C. coum f. albissimum 
‘Golan Heights’ and C. alpinum to win the class. 
For foliage, Pat Nicholls won Class A2 with  
C. hederifolium ‘Tilebarn Shirley’, C. hederifolium 
‘Lysander’, which was a very fine example of this 
plant, and C. pseudibericum. Duncan Gates came 
a close second. I was impressed by all three of 
his plants but his C. rhodium peloponnesiacum 
had the most attractive heavily-spotted leaves 
and could have been shown on its own. 

For me, the plants in Class A5 were the most 
competitive on the day. Two expert growers 
of C. graecum went toe to toe: Ian Robertson 
and Pat Nicholls showed plants of the highest 
quality. For me it was hard to decide but my 
preference was the candicum shown by Pat, 
but the judges swayed towards the anatolicum 
shown by Ian. In the end I think both plants 
were winners.

Class A6 was well represented with a  
C. persicum displayed by Duncan Gates gaining 
first place. The flowers were large and of a 
lovely rose pink colour with a darker nose. 

In Class A8 there was only one plant on show. 
It was from Ian Robertson, who showed a  
C. alpinum with 100+ flowers. It was a beauty. 
What he has been feeding this plant on is a 
mystery, but it certainly works.

It was good to see two plants of C. parviflorum 
displayed in Class A9. Jo and Brian Walker 
won on this occasion with a plant showing 
several strong pink flowers. A dainty species 
and one we should all try to grow. Alas, there 
is never enough seed of this species available 
to satisfy demand.

In Class A10 it was good to see two plants of 
C. x wellensiekii displayed. The plant shown by 
Jim Novis won the day from Ian Robertson. 
I must say Jim’s plant was a lovely example of 
this inter-specific hybrid.

I have to mention the C. libanoticum shown in 
Class A11 by Pat Nicholls. The fragrance from 
the flowers was exquisite. Overall it was a 
worthy winner. Now Pat, after saying all that, will 
you let me have some seed from this plant! 

I think Duncan Gates at the moment is 
showing C. persicum to a level I have not seen 
before at the shows. In Class A12 his plant  
had exceptional foliage (see overleaf) and justly 
deserved the first place that was awarded.

Ian Robertson’s C. alpinum, winner of Class A8. Photos 
by Martyn Denney

Pat Nicholls’s C. libanoticum, winner of Class A11
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Show Business

Class A13 never disappoints you. This is for 
plants collected on Society Field Study trips. 
Martyn Denney won this class with a C. alpinum  
CSE99012. There were five entries and all were 
good. For me, another plant shown by Martyn 
in this class was my winner. I have never before 
seen a C. repandum with a striking contrast of 
pale and dark green leaves along with wrinkled 
and frosted markings. It was striking. I looked 
further at the plant and suddenly realised 
that yes…it did actually have frosted leaves! 
Apparently it had frozen solid from the cold 
weather. This happened as it travelled between 
Martyn’s greenhouse and his car on the 
morning of the show. Remarkable.

Cyclamen alpinum as a species was shown in 
many classes at this show. One of the best was 
in Class A14 shown by Duncan Gates. This plant 
was grown from seed from CSE99018 and was 

a mass of flower. Deservedly, it also won the 
‘Brian Mathew Trophy’ for the best Society-
collected plant or progeny of such plants. 

The ‘Jill Moore Trophy’ for best C. coum in 
flower was won by Ian Robertson in Class 
B1. The plant had pewter leaves and 100+ 
mid-pink flowers displaying above the foliage. 
Also in this class Jim Novis showed a C. coum 
with beautiful Christmas tree patterned leaves 
which had an attractive shiny surface. The 
competition for places in this class was high, 
but I thought Jim’s plant deserved a place 
marking. At least in Class B2, C. coum shown 
for foliage, another plant from Jim won the 
class. This C. coum had lovely silver leaves 
with dark green veining and an attractive soft 
green edge.

Cyclamen alpinum was once again well 
represented in Class B3 with five entries on 
show. Vic Aspland deservedly won this class and 
also the ‘Moira Reid Trophy’ for his C. alpinum. 
This plant was true to type with dark pink 
propeller shaped flowers displayed in profusion. 
Vic told me he had to chisel this plant out of 
his sand plunge-bed the day before the show 
as it had frozen in the ground. I was a little 
disappointed that it didn’t stay frozen in the 
ground as my plant came second!

It was good to see Duncan Gates win another 
first with a C. persicum in Class B4, with a plant 
displaying long twisted petals which were very 
attractive. Pat Nicholls got a second in this 
class with a C. pseudibericum which had flowers 
looking more like an alpinum. A nice plant, but 
his unplaced pseudibericum roseum was, to me, 
a much better plant. Its flowers were soft lilac 
with purple markings at the nose.

The novice section was represented by  
a few exhibitors. This section still needs 
encouragement for more members to exhibit, 
but the plants on show were good. 

In Class C3, Lee and Julie Martin won the 
‘Temple Trophy’ with a plant of C. pseudibericum 
– an attractive plant with deep magenta flowers 
against typical shiny arrow shaped leaves. Another 
C. pseudibericum won Class C4. John Lavin had 
battled his way down the country from snow-
bound Skegness to make the show at Wisley. 
The plant displayed had lovely well marked 
leaves. I hope John continues to show his plants 
as he seems to be growing in confidence and 
learning more and more about the species.

To further enhance the show benches, 
members had taken time to bring along pots of 
associated plants such as Crocus sp, Galanthus, 
Iris winowdowii, Ornithagalum and Hellebore sp. 
These plants, along with the cyclamen, put 
on a great display. It was also good to see an 

exhibition of botanical prints and watercolours 
of cyclamen, which had been commissioned by 
the Society.

Thanks also need to be given to Barry Maslin 
for his display of C. coum as a species and 
also its cultivars; a very good and interesting 
display indeed.

The photographic section was also well 
represented, and a photograph that caught my 
eye was one by Jim Novis showing seed pods 
of different species grown in cultivation.

It was a very good day all around, and a ‘big 
thank you’ goes to all the exhibitors and 
people behind the scenes who made this  
show possible.

Duncan Gates’s C. alpinum ex CSE99018, winner of 
Class A14 and the Brian Mathew Trophy

Ian Robertson’s C. coum, winner of Class B1 and the Jill Moore Trophy

Duncan Gates’s C. persicum, winner of Class A12
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At the end of the day as all the cars were 
loaded up with the plants for a return journey 
home, it was good to think that in six weeks 
time we will all be back here for the Spring 
show. I am also sure that Spring seemed a long 
way off as we all travelled back home, to be 
greeted by falling snow in Oxfordshire. Well, it 
was Winter in the UK.

Class Result 
A1	 1st I Robertson (1 entry)
A2 	 1st P Nicholls, 2nd D Gates (2 entries)
A3 	 1st and 3rd J Novis, 2nd I Robertson, (3 entries)
A4 	 No entries
A5 	 1st I Robertson, 2nd P Nicholls, 3rd M Denney  

(4 entries)
A6 	 1st D Gates, 2nd B&J Walker, 3rd I Robertson  

(7 entries)
A7 	 No entries
A8 	 1st I Robertson (1 entry)
A9 	 1st B&J Walker, 2nd M Denney (2 entries)
A10 	1st J Novis, 2nd I Robertson (2 entries)
A11 	1st P Nicholls, 2nd D Gates, 3rd J Novis (3 entries)
A12 	1st D Gates, 2nd I Robertson, 3rd J Novis (3 entries)
A13 	1st M Denney, 2nd I Robertson, 3rd P Nicholls  

(5 entries)
A14 	1st D Gates, 2nd and 3rd P Nicholls (3 entries)
A15 	1st P Nicholls, 2nd D Gates (2 entries) 
B1 	 1st I Robertson, 2nd M Denney, 3rd P Nicholls  

(5 entries)
B2 	 1st J Novis, 2nd I Robertson, 3rd D Gates  

(3 entries)
B3 	 1st V Aspland, 2nd R Skidmore, 3rd M Denney  

(5 entries)
B4 	 1st and 3rd D Gates, 2nd P Nicholls (7 entries)
C1 	 1st P Whitlock (1 entry)
C2 	 No entries
C3 	 1st and 2nd L&J Martin, 3rd P Whitlock (3 entries)
C4 	 1st J Lavin (1 entry)
E1 	 1st and 2nd I Robertson (2 entries)
E2 	 No entries
E3 	 1st and 3rd I Robertson, 2nd R Skidmore (5 entries)
E4 	 1st I Robertson, 2nd J Novis (2 entries)

11 exhibitors, 75 competitive entries
Judges: Joy Bishop, Duncan Gates and Lee Martin

Trophy Winners
Jill Moore Trophy – I Robertson for C. coum, Class B1.
Moira Reid Trophy – V Aspland for C. alpinum, Class B3.
Brian Mathew Trophy – D Gates for C. alpinum ex CSE99018, 
Class A14.
Temple Trophy – L&J Martin for C. pseudibericum, Class C3.

Wisley Spring Show, 31 March 2012
Melvyn Jope writes: Yet another occasion where 
concern was expressed about whether or 
not exhibitors would be able to bring enough 
plants to show. It soon became apparent that 
such concerns were unnecessary.

We were grateful to receive an exhibit from the 
Rock Department at Wisley which included six 
plants of Cyclamen pseudibericum. One plant had 
a very nice fragrance which is not always the 
case with this species. Some years ago plants 
supplied by Van Tubergen had this worthwhile 
attribute – their plants smelt of violets and I 
think that it is something that would be worth 
selecting for again.

The second interesting plant in this group 
was a white-flowered plant donated to RHS 
Wisley by one of our longstanding members, 
Phil Cornish. Phil had produced the hybrid  
C. x schwartzii by crossing C. pseudibericum with 
C. libanoticum and it looked as though the plant 
exhibited was the result of such a cross.

There was another good plant of C. pseudibericum 
in Class A1 exhibited by Pat Nicholls. This time 
it was a plant of forma roseum with the flowers 
set against very shiny leaves, Pat insisted that he 
had not applied leaf shine!

In Classes A4 to A6 there were superb plants 
of the rhodium group. In my experience it is 
not easy to get a plant to grow well centred 
in a pot, they seem to have an inclination to 
grow to one side. Martyn Denney has clearly 
mastered the art of getting the plant to grow 
in the desired way (see opposite).

In Class A7 Duncan Gates was the exhibitor 
of a fine C. repandum where some flowers 
had been pollinated and the flower stem 
had started to curl. For many exhibitors 
this would be regarded as an indication that 
the plant was ‘going over’ and the offending 
flowers would have been removed. It seemed 
to me to add to the attraction of the plant 
and of course it left the promise of seed 
becoming available.

Pat Nicholls exhibited C. creticum CSE96262 
(see overleaf), a plant with fine leaf markings 
and a good sized flower, again not the easiest 
cyclamen species to grow for show purposes.

In Class A11, Ian Robertson exhibited a 
form of cyclamen seldom seen: C. persicum 
forma puniceum. This form has darker flowers 
reminiscent of the selection that can be 
found on Karpathos. The plant was grown 
from seed from Jim and Jenny Archibald. Their 
August 2001 list has the following description: 
‘From a corm selected by Bertie Blount, almost 
certainly in Syria, not quite the same as the form 
from Karpathos but a rich rose pink. Scented 
with beautifully marked leaves’. As I had the 
privilege of meeting this extraordinary man I 
would grow the plant for that reason alone.

Class A13 (inter-specific hybrid) was won  
by Ian Robertson with another example of 
C. x schwartzii (see overleaf). Referring back 
to my earlier comment in this report, it is a 
pity that it did not have a good perfume from 
the C. pseudibericum parent, which would have 
contributed more to an already stunning plant.

I liked the C. purpurascens exhibited by Jane 
Ross in Class A15 (see overleaf). Jane was 
awarded first and second, I think the judges 
could easily have given her third too.

One of the highlights of the show for me was 
a plant of C. rhodium forma peloponnesiacum 
CSE04001G exhibited in Class A16 (see 
overleaf). I recall seeing the plant for the first 
time under forest trees to the west of Sparta 
where the extraordinary flowers stood out 
from all the others growing in the area. It is 
very difficult to be precise about the colour: 
I preferred to describe it as brick red but 
others at the show described it as dark peach 
or even raspberry, I don’t think the use of an 
RHS colour chart would have made it any 
more precise.

Steve Walters exhibited a fine plant of  
C. purpurascens in Class C4 but I preferred 
his C. coum which had very attractive pink-
flushed leaves.

Duncan Gates’s C. repandum, winner of Class A7

Martyn Denney’s C. rhodium subsp. peloponnesiacum, 
winner of Class A6, the Challis Cup and the Peter Jones 
Plate for Best Plant in Show
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The non-competitive section, D2, always 
attracts interest as most cyclamen enthusiasts 
enjoy seeing and growing a wide range 
of plant species. Here we could enjoy a 
lovely Iris suaveolens from Pat Nicholls and a 
wonderfully fragrant Muscari muscarima from 
Vic Aspland.

We always enjoy non-competitive exhibits from 
specialist growers and this time we had a superb 
display of Primulaceae from Nigel Fuller. Among 
the wide range of flower shape and colour, the 
star for me was ‘Broadwell Milkmaid’.

David and Helen Sissons produced a preliminary 
display of the Society’s field trip to Kefalonia. 
The display included photos taken by Roy 
Skidmore and a map of the principle sites. 
Further details of the field study are given on 
pages 6 to 10.

Finally, and for many one of the most 
important factors of the day, there was a well 
supplied sales table with good plants ranging 
from Dactylorhiza, Trillium, Hepatica and, of 
course, Cyclamen.

Class Results 
A1 	 1st P Nicholls (1 entry)
A2 	 1st P Nicholls (1 entry)
A3 	 No entries
A4 	 1st and 2nd M Denney (3 entries)
A5 	 1st, 2nd and 3rd M Denney (3 entries)
A6 	 1st and 2nd M Denney (2 entries)
A7 	 1st D Gates, 2nd I Robertson (2 entries)
A8 	 1st P Nicholls, 3rd D Gates (2 entries)
A9 	 2nd M Denney, 3rd J Novis (2 entries)
A10 	No entries
A11 	1st D Gates, 2nd I Robertson, 3rd J Novis  

(6 entries)
A12 	1st and 2nd D Gates, 3rd B&J Walker  

(7 entries)
A13 	1st I Robertson (2 entries)
A14 	1st I Robertson (1 entry)
A15 	1st and 2nd J Ross, 3rd P Nicholls (8 entries)
A16 	1st M Denney, 2nd V Aspland (2 entries)
A17 	1st M Denney, 2nd I Robertson, 3rd D Gates  

(3 entries)
A18 	1st P Nicholls, 2nd I Robertson, 3rd D Gates  

(4 entries)
B1 	 3rd M Denney (1 entry)
B2 	 1st M Denney, 2nd D Gates, 3rd J Novis  

(3 entries)
B3 	 1st D Gates, 2nd P Nicolls, 3rd J Novis  

(3 entries)
B4 	 1st and 2nd V Aspland (2 entries)
B5 	 1st I Robertson, 2nd D Gates, 3rd V Aspland  

(9 entries)
B6 	 1st and 3rd I Robertson, 2nd D Gates (6 entries)
C1 	 1st, 2nd and 3rd S Walters (3 entries)
C2 	 1st and 2nd J Aspland, 3rd S Walters (4 entries)
C3 	 1st S Walters, 2nd and 3rd P Whitlock (4 entries)
C4 	 1st and 2nd S Walters (2 entries)
E1 	 1st, 2nd and 3rd I Robertson (3 entries)
E2 	 1st I Robertson (1 entry)
E3 	 1st, 2nd and 3rd R Skidmore (3 entries)
E4	 No entries

12 exhibitors, 93 competitive entries
Judges: Nigel Fuller, Pat Nicholls and Roy Skidmore 

Trophy Winners
Adrasan Award – S Walters for C. purpurascens,  
Class C4. 
Crete Trophy – P Nicholls for C. creticum ex CSE96262, 
Class A8. 
Challis Cup – M Denney for C. rhodium subsp. 
peloponnesiacum, Class A6. 
Peter Jones Plate – M Denney for C. rhodium subsp. 
peloponnesiacum, Class A6. 
Kath Dryden Trophy – I Robertson for C. pseudibericum 
Class A18. 

Duncan Gates’s C. persicum, winner of Class A11 Flowers from Martyn Denney’s C. rhodium subsp. 
peloponnesiacum CSE04001G, winner of Class A16

Flowers from Ian Robertson’s C. x schwartzii, winner 
of Class A13

Ian Robertson’s C. persicum f. puniceum, winner of  
Class B5

C. creticum CSE96262, winner of Class A8 and the Crete 
Trophy, exhibited by Pat Nicholls

Jane Ross’s C. purpurascens, winner of class A15

Martyn Denney’s C. rhodium subsp. peloponnesiacum  
f. albidum ex CSE92258, winner of Class A17
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