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WP wPlcome small advertisements from members and will print them .frt.~ {at the Editor's 
discretion). There is a £5 charge if they arc for commercial purposes. If you get in touch with 
our advertisers, please mention where you have seen their advertisement. 

CYCLAMEN luderifeli11,n 'Ru by Glow' 'Silver Cloud' album etc. Tubers & seed. Vaiious bulbs 

available. SAE for list. P R Comish. ■■■■■■■••··••■■■-E-mail: 
Molly@tp-nel.co.uk 

All'INES AND (.,YClAMEN - interesting range of plants for sale. Primulaceae in particular 
with Cyclamen well represented. Choice new alpine introductions including a range of 
Alstroemeria spp. Fresh seed of Cvclamen and Fritillaria available. Large SAE to Jim Almond. 

CYCIAMEN FOR SAIE. Sorry, uo overseas. Also cyclainen st.-ed. Seed available to UK and 
overseas from .I ul I to October uni . SAE for list<> 12Iease or two International Reply Coupons to: 
Mrs Jill \Vhile. ____________________ _ 

GARDENING BOOKS: Second-hand and Antiquarian Books on Gardening 
Huntin and Natural Histo . Catalo !l.lc: Valerie Merritt. _____________ .. 

C..'YCIAMEN FOR SALE by mail order wilhin the UK. Also cvclamcn seed available during 
summe1· months. Please send stamo for brochure and price !~ts t.Q..M_S,1uttdi::r. ·, ___ _. 

CYCIAMEN GREETINGS CARDS: Reproduced in full colour from watercolour paintings by 
RHS Gold Medal Artist Loma Minton. Send an A'i SAE (ox a ~C.\'.clame11 ca.rd andJllus rated 
p1ice list lo: Loma Minton.----------------------

MEDITERRAN EAN ORCHIDS· Ophrys, Orchis, Serapias, etc - make ideal companion plants 
for cydamen. Please send C5 SAE for my 1999 c,atalogue, whkh appears in July, to: ORCHIS 
NURSERY, Wye View Cottage. Leys Hill. Nr Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 SQU. 

Panel of experts 

You can get quick free advice on cultivation, pest and disease control and other 
topics from the Society's Panel of Ex erts. Please write to the SecreIBIT to the 
Panel: Graham Simpson, 
You must enclose a stamped addressed envelope for the reply: overseas members 
are asked to send tlvo International Reply Coupons. 

News 

Promising vine weevil control 
After last summer's threatened vine weevil epidemic failed to materialise at least 
among our members, nursery trade organisations have been warning of more 
danger this summer - the succession of mild winters give conditions favouring a 
build-up of larvae. Some nurseries dealing in container plants find it very difficult to 
control the pest, which one estimate reckons might now infest 24 million containers. 

Projects funded by the Horticultural Development Council, MAFF and East 
Malling Trust for Horticultural Research show that three common beetle species 
including the most widely spread small one hungrily gobble up the larvae, while half 
a dozen other beetle species - again including very common ones - eat the eggs or 
the adults. All these beetles eat other insects too. Tests at one site showed that in 
practice (rather than just in the laboratory) the beetles can cut vine weevil numbers 
by over three-quarters. All the more reason for treating ground beetles as friends -
and it's hoped that the on-going research will show ways of encouraging them and 
building up their numbers. 

In a separate series of extensive trials, a new British insecticide developed by 
Rhone-Poulenc and Hortichem has given complete or virtually complete protection 
against vine weevil. Added to any type of compost as granules, it eliminates the 
larvae and remains active for up to two years. It does not harm beetles or other 
helpful insects, and so far has shown no adverse effects on plant growth. The 
Pesticides Safety Directorate is now processing an application by Hortichem for 
permitting the product to be sold for use with ornamental plants. It is not yet known 
whether it will be available to amateur growers, nor what name will be used for the 
product - the active ingredient is fipronil. 

Autumn non-competitive show 
So successful was our first non-competitive show and plant sale last year, that we 
have decided to repeat the event on Saturday 30 October 1999 in the Demonstration 
Building, RHS Garden, Wisley, Surrey (clearly signposted from the A3 just south­
west of the M25's junction 10). A Cyclamen Society membership card will admit 
those who are not members of the RHS itself. 

Don't be nervous to come forward with your favourites - last year's show 
produced a marvellous array of beautiful, interesting and rarity-value plants. And as 
always with our shows, the whole was very much more than the sum of its parts. 
Spring-flowering plants were at a premium last year, so this could be the opportunity 
to bring your own very special C. coum or C. trochopteranthum. Experts will be on 
hand to advise on how they grow their superb specimens and there'll be the chance 
for all to swap their experiences. 

Plants can be displayed between 8.30 and 10am on 30 October and the show will 
be open to members and the public from 11am onwards. Please let our Show 
Secretary, Su Lockyer, know if you're planning to bring plants (her address is: 
Willows, Leechpool Lane, Horsham, W Sussex RH13 6AD). 

Please bring plants for sale - Society proceeds will earmarked for the Society's 
Research and Exploration fund. For details on pricing and labelling plants for sale, 
see end of Competitive Show on page 6. 
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Hildebrand's Genus Cyclamen 
Ema Frank has now finished her epic translation for the Society of Hildebrand's 
great monograph on cyclamen, published in German in 1898. Although of course 
knowledge of cyclamen has moved far on since then, the detail of his observations 
has never been surpassed, and much material in the book. still valid today, is not 
available elsewhere - which is why the Society has sponsored Ema's valuable work 
and is now planning its publication in book form. We hope to have price and 
publication details in the December journal. 

Belgian Cyclamen Weekend 
On the initiative of our member Jean-Marie Van de \,Veghe, and with support from 
the RHS, the Kalmthout Arboretum in Belgium will host a species cyclamen event 
on 23 to 24 October this year. T11e Arboretum, with a long tradition of research and 
breeding programmes, has 30 acres (12 hectares) of woody garden plants 
interspersed naturalistically with perennials and broad grassy paths; it has 
specialised in Hamame/is and Hydrangea. There are some plantings of C. coum and 
C. hederifolium. Various special cyclamen displays and stands are planned for the 
event, with plant sales. TI1e Cyclamen Society v.ill have a presence, including a 
membership stand, and Quest International who have been working with the Society 
on the scent of cyclamen will have a display on scent analysis. Trevor Wiltshire, 
attending on behalf of the RHS, wi.ll show cyclamen species and give a talk on how 
to grow them (2pm, Sunday 24 October). It is likely that some other Committee 
members will also be present. /my UK member who has surplus plants which could 
be taken to Kalmthout for sale should get in touch with Trevor at 111e Lilacs, Wisley, 
Woking, Surrey GU23 6QD. Continental members should contact Jean-Marie direct. 
at K.astanjedreef 9, B-8020 Hertsberge, Belgium. 

Wisley Show, February 1999 
The Demonstration Building at the RHS Garden, Wisley looked as if a team of six or 
eight people had spent a whole day preparing it for the Society's show. It was an 
immaculate backdrop to a striking display of plants - eye-opening for the many 
casual visitors enticed inside by the excellent signage. 111e many members who 
produced over 180 show-standard plants are to be congratulated. 

The awards (see below) tell their own story. Perhaps the most interesting classes 
were 17 and 18, for Expedition plants and their progeny. Ian Robertson's winning C. 
graecum (CSE 96466 from Crete) had almost a C. purpurascens-like leaf pattern, with 
great contrast between glossy markings and velvet background: the C. repandum 
rhodense CSE 91455 which took 2nd place was a veritable snowstorm, and the 3rd­
placed C. hederifolium CSE 93623 was a great introduction - large silver leaves with 
a solid dark edge. C. coum took all three places in the progeny class; the Franks\; 
winner of the Brian Mathew Award was quite stunning. 

Other plants which struck the eye were Martyn Denney's huge C. coum 
caucasicum which won Class 2 (and the Jill Moore Trophy); Jim Novis's C. creticum, 
("just like in the wild") 2nd in Class 4; J Hempsall's 2nd-placed C. pseudibericum in 
Class 9, clear pink flowers with almost a libanoticum look, and Jim Novis's unplaced 
plant in that class which had very shiny big leaves and a striking near-white flower 
with a very dark basal blotch; Jill White's verv daintv well shown C. 
trochopteranthum which won the well supported Class 11; ancl Martyn Denney's 
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glowing C. repandum peloponnesiacum vividum ex CSE 92317 winning Class 13. 
Class 5 was particularly strong, won by Jill White's sculptural C. rohl/sianum, with 
Martyn Denney's C. hederifolium 'Silver Cloud' and Margaret Wiltshire's vividlv 
marked C. graecum in hot pursuit Class 12 was also a connoisseur's delight. Here it 
was noticeable that the most striking leaves were not always on the "best plants" -
perhaps a case for having a separate class for most striking leaf form? H Gill's winner 
was a fine C. cyprium 'ES' (these initials, incidentally, stand not for Extra Special but 
for Elizabeth Strangman who supplied the progenitor of this remarkable brightly 
speckled strain to Peter Moore). The plant which took third place was a real tribute 
to its growers D and H Hyde - very difficult to grow C. hederifolium in a pot keeping 
it so compact and yet so full of leaves. Class 15 too had many choice plants. 'Ibe 
Franks's winning C. graecum had strongly marked predominantly silver leaves 
(curiously reminiscent of the C. persicum cultivar 'Wye Peacock' - as, less 
surprisingly, was Jean-Marie Van de \Veghe's 3rd-placed C. persicum), and the 
Richards's 2nd-placed C. repandum pelopom1esiacum had a flush of gold on its nicely 
marked leaves. A remarkable if unplaced plant was another C. repandum 
peloponnesiac1,m shown by Melvyn Jope, with huge silver leaves (if this was the 
plant he paid a fortune for as a dormant pot at the Telford auction, he has invested 
well - if not wisely!) .The many C. parviflorum contesting Class 10 were all well 
shown - small plants, with noticeable variations in the strength of their sweet scent. 

The winners of the Novice classes would have held their own in any class, and it 
was good to see so many showy plants in the two classes for C. persicum cultivars. 

Kath Dryden prompted a lot of discussion with her non-competitive C. x 
drydeniae display, aiming to demonstrate the hvbridisation of C. coum with C. 
trochopteranthztm. Those who still have difficulties with this concept (citing chiefly 
the way that propellor-flowering plants do crop up both in the wild and among 
cultivated C. coum seedlings whose parents have been entirely isolated from C. 
trochopteranthtem) certainly had plenty to mul\ over. Janet and Stewart Richards and 
Joy Denney presided over a wonderfully long sales table, full of delights. 

Results 

Class 1: 1st M Wiltshire, 2nd and 3rd H Cill (8 entries) 
Class 2: 1st M Denney, 2nd: J Novis, H Gill, 3rd P Jones (14 entries) 
Class 3: 1st I Robertson, 2nd M Denney (3 entries) 
Class 4: 1st J \\'hite, 2nd J Novis, 3rd J Hempsall (5 entries) 
Class 5: 1st J White, 2nd M Denney, 3rd M Wiltshire (14 entries) 
Class 6: 1st J Walker, 2nd and 3rd B Walker (6 entries) 
Class 7: 1st I Robe1tson, 2nd M Denney, 3rd~ I Robertson, M Denney (7 entries) 
Class 8: 1st J Novis, 2nd- D & H Hyde, S & J Richards, 3rd J \';'hite (18 entries) 
Class 9: 1st M Denney, 2nd J Hempsall (5 entries) 
Class JO: 1st D & H Hyde, 2nd J \.Vhite, 3rd M Denney (10 entries) 
Class 11: 1st J White, 2nd J Hempsall, 3rd- S Lane, J \\'liite (13 entries) 
Class 12: !st H Gill, 2nd: J Novis, J White, 3rd D & Hyde (19 entries) 
Class 13: 1st and 2nd M Denney, 3rd rvl Jope (11 entries) 
Class 14: 1st J Novis. 2nd J Walker, 3rd B Walker (8 entries) 
Class 15: 1st R Frank, 2nd S & J Richards, 3rd J-M Van de Weghe (14 entries) 
Class 16: !st J \Vhite, 2nd H Gill, 3rd M Denney (4 entries) 
Class 17: 1st I Robertson, 2nd S & J Richards, 3rd M Denney (6 entries) 
Class 18: 1st R Frank, 2nd M Denney, 3rd S & J Richards (9 entries) 
Class 19: 1st and 3rd P Peck (3 entries) 
Class 20: 1st A Nicholls, 2nd and 3rd P Peck (4 entries) 
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Expeditions 
The spring Expedition to south-west Turkey to further the work on C. 
trochopteranthum was successful, and a report drawing together all three phases of 
the work is being prepared for a future issue of the Journal. As before, there was 
valuable help from the Turkish authorities and from Istanbul University botanists 
and the Turkish Society for the Protection of Nature. However, despite having full 
authorisation from Ankara for collection of plants, the Society was unable to get the 
necessary import documentation b1 time from the UK authorities. In view of this, the 
collected material (herbarium specimens and 18 plants) was left for the time being 
in the care of Istanbul University. 

Because of this UK documentation problem, the Society has decided to postpone 
for the time being the Expedition which had been planned for this autumn to study 
C. intaminatum and C. mirabile in west Turkey. At the suggestion of Prof Ekim at 
Gaza University, Ankara, plans are now in hand for a survey of C. pseudibericum in 
south-east Turkey, in March 2000. 

Expeditions to Sicily and Corsica are also being planned, to further the Society's 
work on C. repandum. 

Cyclamen Society Weekend Conference 1999 
This year's Conference will be held on 1-3 October and once again at the Lloyds 
TSB training and conference centre in Telford. This will be the Society's fourth visit 
to Telford and to the TSB Centre - such was the service and welcome for delegates 
that those participating last year felt both it and the general area warranted a return 
trip. 

Once again, too, our Chairman Vic Aspland has kindly agreed (with the help of 
Janet) to organise the Conference. He will post details as soon as possible to 
delegates who attended previously. Please could new delegates - and there is no 
doubt that the more who attend the better the conference - contact Vic for details at 
27 Osmaston Rd, Norton, Stourbridge, West Midlands DYS 2AL; or phone on 
(0I:384) 396331. The cost of the weekend will be broken down into separate items 
so that delegates can choose the combination that best suits their needs. 

The main speakers (on Saturday before dinner) will be Max Debussche and John 
Thompson, who are currently studying the C. repandum group throughout the 
western Mediterranean. On Sunday morning, Brian Mathew and Vic Aspland will 
bring delegates up to date with the Society's Expeditions to Turkey. The Conference 
itself features the Autumn Show and Plant Sales (a chance to get rarer forms), as 
well as the Society's AGM. The Show and Plant Sales are open to all members 
whether Conference delegates or not (as, of course, is the AGM). 

The training centre is very easy to reach by car or train, being only a few 
moments' drive from M54 junction 5, or five minutes' walk from Telford Central 
Railway Station. 

The centre is in the heart of the Wrekin district, which allows for a wide range of 
possible excursions. The nearby Ironbridge Gorge Museum is a World Heritage Site 
- more of a collection of museums, remarkable and rewarding ones in the lovely 
surroundings of the Severn Gorge. Some highlights are Blists Hill Open Air 
Museum, an entertaining reconstructed working Victorian village complete with 
period shops, workshops, offices, even a pub; the original furnace where Abraham 
Darby first smelted iron using coke; Rosehill House, the Darby family home, 
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containing period furniture; the world's first iron bridge; the Coalport china museum 
with its dazzling display of Victorian china; and echoing brick kilns (Maws Craft 
Centre across a footbridge from here is one of Britain's biggest and most 
interesting). 

Other places of interest include the delightful medieval market town of Much 
Wen lock, with a magnificent, largely 11th-century priory; Weston Park v,ith its array 
of art treasures, tapestries and fine furniture, set in a Capability Brown deerpark; 
Boscobel House, famous as Charles H's refuge and for its royal oak, but also with a 
well preserved 17th-century garden (nearby Tong Church was known as "the 
Cathedral of the West Midlands"): and Attingham Park, one of England's grandest 
Georgian mansions, with attractive mature gardens. Ashwood Nurseries, which 
houses a national cyclamen collection as well as many other interesting plants, and 
has a good restaurant and cafe, is within easy reach of the conference centre. 

For children large and small, there are good toy and teddy bear museums in 
Telford, and in easy reach are Britain's leading standard-gauge steam railway (at 
Bridgnorth, with a good motor museum and other attractions nearby), the 
impressive Cosford Aerospace Museum, and a most unusual working farm 
(ostriches, even). 

Conference Programme 
Friday 1 October 
6pm 
8pm 
Later 
Sat11rday 2 October 

Registration 
Dinner 
Informal get-together: members are invited to bring slides 

8-9am Breakfast 
9am Registration. Staging of show plants 
10.30am Show closes for judging 
12.:lOpm Show opens 
4pm Afternoon tea 
6.30pm Lecture: Max Debussdw and John Thompson 
8pm 171e Society's Dinner 
Sunday 3 November 
8-9am 
9.30am 

11am 
11.30am 
12.30pm 

Breakfast 
171e Society's Expeditious to Turkey 
Brian Mathew: Objectives and overview 
Vic Aspland: Statistical results 
Morning coffee 
Annual General Meeting 
Lunch and disperse 

Cyclamen Society autumn competitive show 
TI1e show will be held in conjunction with the Telford Conference on Saturday 2 
October and is open to all members, whether Conference delegates or not. 

1bere will be four classes each for C. hederifolium and C. graecum, for foliage or 
for flower; container up to 16.5cm (6.5in) or over 16.5cm. There will be four classes 
for any other species, also split between flower and foliage, and small and large pots; 
also a class for flowering cultivars; an open class for any species shown for foliage 
(any size pot); an open class for any species shown for flower (any size pot); and a 
novice class for any species (any size pot). In addition, there will be a class for any 
species collected on a Society Expedition and one for any species which is the 
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progeny of Society Expedition collected plants (both these are for any size pot). 
'There will also be a norH:ompetitive class for any species or cultivar which is 
unusual or interesting: exhibitors may draw attention to interesting features on the 
entry card. 

Plants in the competitive classes are to be shown without labels - the exhibitor's 
and plant's name is to be written clearly on the entry carcl. Please take particular care 
that you stick to the sizes shown above - at the last show, a number of plants had to 
be moved to a different class because their pots were larger than the specified 
16.5cm maximum (which is the top, external diameter). 

'Die Buglass Salver will be awarded for the best plant in show; the Buglass Bowl 
for the best C. graecum in flower, the Nick Carter Memorial Trophy for the plant 
with the best foliage; and the James Mars Trophy for the best Society-collected plant 
or progeny of such plants. Winners of trophies will receive a Society Certificate to 
mark their success. 

Members are invited to bring plants not for competition which they would like to 
display or ask about. Also, please bring surplus plants (cyclamen, or other plants 
likely to interest cyclamen growers), to sell or exchange; you will be expected to 
donate 25% of the proceeds to the Society (exchanges will be treated as sales). 
"Bargain" cyclamen (at a very low price, to encourage starter growers) are very 
welcome. Plants for sale should have two labels, one with the name of the plant, the 
other with the seller's name, and price: prices must be DIVISIBLE BY FOUR, for 
example £1.20. £1.60 and £2. There may be some seed for sale. 

Annual General Meeting 
All Societv Members are entitled to attend the AGM, which is to be held at 11.30am 
on Sunday 3 October 1999, at the Weekend Conference in Telford (seep 4-5). 

~enda 
I. Minutes of the AGM 1998 
~- Matters arising from the Minutes 

Pre~idr·nt's rc-por1 
4. Secretary's n•pon 
!i Trcasu rcr's report 
f\ Eledion of ( lflil-ers and Commilll'l' 
7. Appointnwnt of hulep<cndcnt Examiner 
R. Any other business 

Nominations for the offices of President. Secretary, Treasurer and Editor and 
nominations for Members of the Committee should be signed by at least two 
Members and sent to reach the Secretary at least 21 days before the AGM. 

Society's web site 
111is has a new address, under the Society's own new domain name 
www.cvclamen.org Members who want to be in email contact with the Society ran 
now register by sending an email to Csmemb@cyclamen.org Put your own name as 
the subject heading, and the following details only as the contents: 

Your name, your postal address, your email address 
Under Martyn Denney's enthusiastic control, the web site has been expanding 
considerably. It now includes many colotLr photographs of cyclamen, among them 
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illustrations of plants and sites from the 1987 and 1988 Expeditions. 111e aim is 
eventually to have pictures of as many Expedition collected plants as possible on the 
web site, so Martyn is now arranging for the photography of later Expedition plants 
in members' custody. 

1l1e web site undoubtedly makes a major contribution to spreading knowledge 
about the Society around the world. For many years, overseas members accounted 
for a steady 17% or so of the Society's membership, but since the establishment of 
the Society's presence on the internet this proportion has been creeping up and now 
stands at over 20%. 

A cyclamen bibliography 
As a spin-off from the Society's web site. Martyn Denney has produced a 
bibliography including relevant references up to the end of 1998. Martyn is planning 
to update it as required - meantime, you can use the Publications Order Form with 
this issue to get your copy for £1. 

Cyclamen Society cards - and now, notelets too 
We've added again to our range of 
cyclamen writing material, this time in 
the form of a notelet with a line drawing 
of C. hedenfolium by Tamara Rampley 
making the front page. We've repro­
duced the design, much reduced, on the 
left. TI1e notelet consists of an A4 sheet 
of paper folded twice to make a care!. 
which can be used either as it is or 
opened up for a longer letter. Packs of 
eight notelets with envelopes cost only 
£2 - you'll find an order form with this 
issue of the Joumal. TI1e order form also 
covers our existing greetings cards of C. 
graecum (as printed in the Journal in 
December 1996) and postcards of C. 
hederifolium, both by Jenny Brasier. 

International Registration Authority 
As reported previously in the journal, the Society is working towards being the 
registration authority for cultivars of cyclamen species other than C. persirnm. This 
work is now moving ahead under the auspices of the Research & Exploration Sub­
Committee, in the hands of Martyn Denney, Chris Clennett and Trevor Wiltshire. 

The Editor urgently requires short notes on matters of interest, as well as longer 
items, for future J ounials. 
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A miscellany 
Changing colours 
Hilary Temple writes: l first became interested in cyclamen when my father-in-law 
had nearly 100% success with a packet of Thompson & Morgan C. hederifohum 
seeds. They were eventually planted out in a little copse in the garden of the house 
where we lived at the time. \\1hen we moved to London we brought with us a 
selection of the tubers, one of which had grown to the size of a saucer. l11is pink­
flowered plant formed the basis of a small patch in our present garden. Since then, 
with the addition of some more plants and a lot of seedlings, the clump has grown. 
Certainly some of the plants came up white but it was predominately pink, so it was 
with some surprise this year that I realised that the pink flowers were very much in 
a minority. Among the whites was one with delightful flowers: very white with a 
single red streak going up from the base of each petal. The red was a true red rather 
than the normal crimson. 

Interestingly, John Lonsdale, a member who now lives in Pennsylvania, USA. 
reports that two pink C. intaminatum plants bought in the UK flowered this year 
completely white. He concludes that the pink coloration is dependent on cooler 
temperatures or possibly poorer light. Any other suggestions? 

And from British Columbia, Andree Connell tells us that last season she noticed 
pinkish coloration in the silver areas of leaves of an occasional plant of C. 
purpurascens, C. cilicium and C. rohlfsianum. Nothing so definite as a well marked 
plant of C. mirabile would exhibit, but noticeable nonetheless. The summer had 
been the driest and sunniest in 40 years (so said the old-timers), and Andree 
wondered if this could be the reason. If it is not seen this year - and the weather 
returns to normal - will we have our answer? 

Please get writing! 
We are desperately in need of articles and shorter noles for the Journal. Please put 
pen to paper soon! 

More odd flowers 
As reported in the June issue of the journal, members seem to have a knack for 
growing cyclamen with various oddities. Our Treasurer, Hilary Temple, has taken 
this one stage further. In 1997, Hilary was given a very pretty small-flowered white 
C. persicum. When it had finished flowering she repotted it and was pleased to find 
it came into flower last aul11mn. Pleased and surprised, because these flowers were 
all double, whereas they had been completely normal when bought. Unlike many 
double flowers, the few that emerged were attractive and Hilary plans to try to keep 
the plant going to see what happens this year. Perhaps tl1e flowers will alternate 
single and double year by year. 

Meantime, Tony Shale from Kent sent us a number of very clear pictures of 
further oddities - one with a double stem each with its own perfect flower, another 
with a double head from the same stem and a final white one witl1 six rather than five 
sepals in its flower. Tony also has a silver-leafed C. hederifolium which has six­
sepaUed flowers only, although so far it's never set seed. 
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Cyclamen persicum in Cyprus 
Mr E J Rose strongly recommends Cypnis in spring for any member wishing to see 
C. persicum in all its diversity, as well as many other plants of botanical interest. 
Despite a lifetime interest in cyclamen and many walking holidays in the Austrian 
Tyrol, he and his wife had always missed seeing C. purpurascens in flower (and also 
missed them on a trip to Northern Italy). So he was thrilled that on their trip to 
Cyprus in mid-March this year, he and his wife at last saw cyclamen growing in the 
wild. 

At Akamas Nature Trail by the Baths of Aphrodite, many spring flowers were 
blooming including Asphodelus, Cistus and large-flowered Rammculus, but by far the 
most numerous were Cyclamen persicum in all its colour variations and leaf forms. In 
the Paphos area north of the lighthouse, they were growing on the leeward side of 
large rocks near the sea. Other plants growing nearby included the iris-like 
Gynandriris sisyrinchium forming large colonies in the sand; in more fertile areas 
local people were picking "-11d asparagus. Further no1ih, at the Tombs of the Kings, 
cyclamen were growing on the sandstone buildings in very narrow fissures - Mr 
Rose sent us a delightful photo of these, tempting enough to book a mid-March flight 
straight-away. 

C. pseudibericum missing a year 
Michael Tanner writes from Berkshire that his C. pseudibericmn plants did not have 
flowers or leaves in 1996, flowered profusely in 1997, and did not flower in 1998. 
11iey are in poorish soil in a very narrow border by the house wall, facing east. He 
wonders whether other members have found cyclamen performing only every other 
year, perhaps because they are unhappy with their situation. 

From pot to frame 
Patrick Hayes, a relative newcomer to the Society, writes from Ireland to thank all 
seed donors for their generosity which he says has let him build a cyclamen 
collection which is now fairly representative of the genus. He has a special thank you 
for Patricia Short and all her helpers on the seed distribution for their continued 
hard work and enthusiasm in this very important endeavour. 

Patrick has found his seed-raised plants seem more vigorous and less prone to 
rotting than purchased tubers. He now intends moving a sample of established 
tubers from pots to a specially built marine ply frame, modelled on a Halls frame, to 
be used only for cyclamen. It will be around 120x60x35cm (48x24x14in). He will use 
about 25cm (lOin) of compost over a 2-3cm (lin) drainage layer of washed coarse 
gravel. 'I11e compost will consist of about 50% washed g1it and perlite in equal 
proportions (he finds this warmer and drier than sharp sand), with similar volumes 
of loam, peat and leaf mould making up the remaining 50%. A hinged Perspex cover 
will give ventilation and protection from the elements. 

He believes the larger volume of growing medium should buffer the young 
tubers from the sometimes extreme fluctuations of soil temperature and root 
moisture experienced in pots. He hopes that success will improve flowering and see 
him in a position to donate seed himself. We look forward to hearing the results -
and would be interested to have other members' comments on growing cyclamen in 
frames or other protected beds, rather than pots. 
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Anglesey Abbey 
Last year Patricia Short sent C. hederifolium seeds that were left over from the 
Society's Seed Distribution to Anglesey Abbey, a National Trust property at Lode in 
Cambridgeshire. The fine gardens here, laid out in Georgian style from the 1920s 
on, are famed for their snowdrops. The cyclamen are being used to underplant the 
trees in a commemorative winter walk, and Patricia hopes for good supplies of 
surplus C. ltederifolium seed from members this year {clearly marked for Anglesey 
Abbey), so that the planting can be completed. 

Can you name this book? 
E Rose writes that anvone who has visited the Notre Dame area of Paris will know 
the hundreds of stalls.along the Seine selling books and prints. Here he came across 
a coloured cyclamen print, probably early 19th-century, showing two pink and two 
white cyclamen, probably C. purpurascens and possibly C. ltederifolium and/or C. 
repandum, purporting to be varieties of two species: "Antiochenum" and 
"Byzantinum". 11te page number of the book was 83: does any member recognise 
the description? 

Interestingly, Ian Wood tells us he has a plant of C. hederifolium 'Antiochus', 
which produced seed for the first time last August. Of 14 seedlings which had 
reached the expanded leaf stage ill o!le pot, 11 were unexpectedly overall bright 
silver (as were a lower proportion in the second pot he sowed). He sent the rest of 
the seed to the Society's distribution; we would be interested to hear of other 
people's results with it. (He adds that his one plant of 'White Cloud' may have been 
fairly close at flowering time, but doesn't think '\.Vhite Cloud' flowered that year.) 

Can anyone cast further light on Antioch us/ Antiochenum? Or Byzantinum? 

Seed sowing 
Philip Godfrey writes that when he joined the Society he found journal back 
numbers (see insert) a rich resource. He particularly enjoyed Vol 7, no 1 (lune 1983 
- alas rarely available now), especially for its articles on cyclamen in Yugoslavia by 
Graham Simpson and in the Vendee by Hugh Toye. More recently, he praises John 
Goodman's method for germinating cyclamen seed on paper in Vol 18, no 1 (Tune 
1994). As he says, "so simple it is a delight to use. It lets the handler watch the 
transformation of a simple seed into a bulbous form." But he wonders what other 
members are now using as a fungicide, to replace Benlate. 

We'd like to hear - and would also be interested to know which back-number 
articles other members would recommend to newcomers. If there are strong 
recommendations for articles in out-of-print issues, we could always reprint. Please 
write to the Editor. 

In defence of woodlice 
Andree Connell, from British Columbia, tells us that woodlice are ubiquitous in her 
pa1t of the world. Though she finds them deeply unsavoury, she has to admit that 
she has yet to discover evidence to support even a reasonable suspicion, much less 
a certainty, that they are eating seeds or seed pods. Perhaps the English versions 
mentioned in the journal in June last year were more virulent• or hungrier? 

More cyclamen names - and uses 
On her travels in Turkey, Jill \Vhite came across another local name for cyclamen -
deve tabani, meaning camel's heel or sole, the hard part (not unlike a tuber of C 
hederifolium or C. graecum). And Mr Rose alerted us to an extract from Guide to 
Medicinal Plants by P Shauenberg and F Paris (published by Butterworths) which 
suggested that "in Sicily, the tuber is used for catching fish, which are very sensitive 
to this toxin". So don't grow cyclamen too close to your prized koi carp. 

Cyclamen graecum outdoors 
Graham Simpson was interested to read an article by our Chairman, Vic Aspland. in 
the A.GS September 1998 Bulletin, where he said that C. graecum is safest i11 a frost­
free greenhouse. But when Vic went on to say "you will always find an enthusiast 
who boasts of the one he has had outside, for years, at the foot of the south wall of 
the house" Graham reckoned he could better that. His three g-raecum plants are al 
least 6 m (20 ft) away from the house ou the topmost section of his south-sloping 
rock garden. In spite of the ever-increasing growth of ground cover plants, the 
largest of his specimens now emerges (with seeming vigour) from the dense spiny 
foliage of a 45 cm (18 in) round plant of Saxifraga x apiculata - and it is this rather 
than hardiness which particularly surprises Graham. Self-sown seedlings nearby are 
clear evidence that his plant flowers despite cold and cover. 

Graham notes that Vi.e's A.GS article is illustrated by an excellent colour 
photograph by Kit Grey-Wilson with the unambiguous caption: "Cyclamen graecum 
will succeed in the garden given the right conditions". So be it!! 

Hooked on cyclamen 
G W Dunham writes from Boston, Lincolnshire that about ten years ago he took a 
random Alpine Garden Society seed lot, and was sent C. ltederifolium and C. 
libanoticum; from that moment he was "hooked". He then discovered the Cyclamen 
Society, slowly building from seed a collection of leaf and flower variants of C. 
hederifolium, C. coum and, later, C. cilicium. He also discovered how easy it was to 
selJ surplus plants at garden society and RSPB plant sales. 

Now that he's progressed to the less common species, he finds it raises more 
questions than it answers. How to get flowers and plenty of leaves on C. graecum and 
C. trochopteranthum? How to name plants from seed of named varieties which don't 
come trne? (Answer: Just use the species name on its own - and if the progeny don't 
come true, be very sceptical about the value of the original cultivar name!) Why were 
his plants up to a month later flowering last year when members reported early 
flowering in the December journaf? (Answer: a mystery which perhaps adds to the 
charm of the plant). Most burning question - where will it end? He has already 
progressed to sending seed himself; and in 1998 helped with the packing for our 
distribution. (Answer: The reason the Society flourishes is that s(i many members 
have, like Mr Dunham, been so generous with their time and help - but there's 
always room for more helpers!) 

Talking to local groups about cyclamen has given Mr Dunham some funny 
moments - like the time someone jumped back in horror from his good leaf C. 
hederifoliitm, saying it was full of snails. Now when that plant goes to a meeting, it 
carries a label explaining that they are seed pods. 
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Insect pollination 
Kathy lmmelman comments on the brief note (Journal, Dec 1997, p45) on Chris 
Clennett's Conference talk on his work with cyclamen pollen (see this issue, p 20, 
for more detail). As she says, in cyclamen the pollen grains have large pores and 
(she assumes) an intricately structured outer layer (exine). In grasses the pores are 
rather small, and the surface smooth or nearly so. Dr Immelman points out that 
(besides the large pores) a complex exine is associated with insect pollination, 
whether the pollen has spikes and protrnberences or not. There is an enormous 
number of variations on the exine theme, and a large number of potential (insect) 
pollinators too: not only bees, but wasps, butterflies, flies and beetles. A wind­
pollinated plant, like a grass, is much more restricted in the characteristics of its 
pollen. and most have smooth exine. Dr lmmelman would say it is quite certain that 
cyclamen are insect-pollinated. (Editor's note: But the cat is rather thrown among the 
pigeons by the fact that cyclamen pollen grains appear smooth - seep 21). 

This is borne out by several other factors, not just the pollen. Cyclamen flowers 
are large, colourful and, in many cases, scented (though a lack of scent to the human 
nose does not mean that there is no odour detectable by an insect). These are all 
ways of attracting insects. The flowers are advertisements telling the insect where it 
can find pollen and nectar. The flowers of species that are wind- or completely self­
pollinated usually become reduced, with small, colourless flower parts and no scent. 
1ne grasses are a good example because there the reduction is so extreme that most 
people would not call them ''flowers" at all. 

Dr Immehnan adds that the combination of both cross- and self-pollination in one 
plant is common in nature, as seems to be the case in cyclamen. Cyclamen also seem 
typical, with the anthers (stamens) ripening first, then a couple of days later the 
stigmas becoming receptive. 

So it is common for cross-pollination to '"take priority", but if it fails, then the plant 
has a backup in the form of self-pollination. In cases where only a single plant may 
be growing/flowering in a specific area or at a specific time, this backup is obviously 
very useful. Pioneer plants (weeds to you) often produce relatively large amounts of 
self-pollinated seed, which is one of the many ingenious mechanisms allowing them 
to spread into areas where they do not yet occur, or where suitable pollinators may 
not yet have arrived, since their food plants are not present to attact them. 

Seed Distribution 

Please read this carefully before completing the Application Form enclosed with this 
Journal. Only applications on this form will be accepted. 

A successful distribution depends upon the generosity of the donors. Please 
contribute if you can. Seeds of all varieties are required, those of the rarer varieties 
being especially welcome no matter how small the amount. 

Seed is best collected as soon as it is ripe. Remove the outer capsule and if the 
seed is sticky leave exposed to the air for a couple of days. Place in a suitable packet. 
Label with the species name and varietal epithet and add any special information, eg 
details of unusual variety, location of wild-collected seed. With C. persicum please 
state clearly whether seed is from the wild species or from pot cultivars. Send your 
donation to the Seed Distribution Manager as soon as possible. 
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Please ensure that forms are completed correctly and do not miss out sections. 
Last year one applicant failed to fill in his/her name and address. (If you posted a 
late application in Plymouth you know now why there was no reply.) More common 
failings are: missing date, no details of remittance enclosed, requests not in 
numerical order and no alternatives given. 

Seeds of some varieties are never plentiful enough to meet all requests. In some 
cases there are only a few packets. \Vnen listing these, you must include alternatives 
or you may end up with very little. Items most likely to be in short supply are 
indicated on the seed list by an asterisk• No member will receive more than one 
packet of any of these and no member will receive all rarities. In all cases of shortage 
donors will be given priority. 

Some wild-collected seed may be available. Please indicate if you would be 
interested in this. In naming these packets the abbreviation 'col' will precede the 
place of collection. Where seed is not from the original collection but is directly 
traceable to one, the abbreviation 'ex' will be used. Donors are requested to follow 
the same rules. 

Packets of seed are numbered only so please retain the list (see page 14). 
Named varieties of Code numbers 98 and 99 may be available. To receive details, 

please enclose SAE with your application form. 
There should also be seed from some CSE (Cyclamen Society Expedition) plants 

- see below. This will be distributed under collection numbers on a strictly pot-luck 
basis, although no member should receive seeds from a plant which they have had 
before. Seed envelopes will contain IO seeds from one named plant. Subject to 
availability each packet will consist of one, two or three such envelopes. 

Applications are not acknowledged. Seed should be ready for distribution in mid­
September. The task takes about a month, so please do not enquire about missing 
seeds before the end of October. 

Applications will not be accepted after 31 October 19~)9. 
Donated seed and applications for seed should be sent to: 

atrida Sh.on. __ _ 

CSE Seed List - see next page for main list 

Code Name 
A cilicium 
B creticum 
C graecum 
D hederifohum 
E persicum 
F repandum pe/opo11nesiacu111 
G repandum peloponnes-iacum vivid1u11 
H repandum pe/opomiesiacum x repa11d11111 pelopo1111esiacum viz,idum 
I repandum rhode,ise 
J lrochopteranthum 
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General Seed List 
Code Name 

1 ajricanuum 
3 ba/earicum 
4 ciliciu.m 
5 ci/icium album .. 6 cilicium ·Bowles Variety' -

white fl, red nose 
~ 7 colchicum 

8 co1tm, magenta fls 
9 coum, pink fls 

10 co1m1. white Jls 
11 coum. mixed 
12 coum 2nd gen CSE 

* 13 coum f. albissimum "Golan Heights' 
* 14 coum ex S3 N88020B - while fl, 

nose sometimes very pale pink 
15 cou.m cau.casicum 

* 16 coum elegans (now C. e/egans 
- seep 24) 

* 17 co11m 'Kuznetzovii' 
* 18 coum scented 

19 coum 'Nymans' 
20 coum ex EKB 372 
21 coum pewter/silver leaf 
22 coum 'Blush' 
23 coum ex BSBE form 1 
24 cou.m ex BSBE form 2 
25 coum ·Maurice Dryden' 
26 coum Tilebarn Elizabeth' 

* 27 coum 'Tilebarn Graham· 
·- 29 creticum 
-30 cyprium 

31 cyprium ES 
32 graecum 
33 graecum album 

* 35 graecum silver leaf 
* 36 graecum 'Glyfada' 

39 hedrcrifolium pink fl 
40 hederi/o/ium white fl 
41 hederifolium mixed 

* 42 hederi/o/ium 2nd gen CSE 
* 43 hederifolium cmifusum 

44 hederifolium scented 
* 45 hederifolium 'Artemis' 

46 hederifolium 'Bowles Apollo' 
* 47 hederifolium 'Ellen Corker' 

48 hederifolium 'Perlenteppich' 
49 hederifolium 'Rosentcppich' 
50 lwderifolium 'Ruby Glow' 

* 51 hederifolium 'Serenity' syn 
'Daley ·n10mpso11' 

* 52 hederifolium 'Stargazer' 
53 hederifolium pewter/silver leaf 

* 54 /tederifo/ium ·Nettleton Silver' 
55 hederifolium 'Silver Cloud' 

Code Name 
* 56 hederifolium 'White Cloud' 

57 i11/aminatum plain leaf 
58 intaminatum patterned leaf 
59 intaminatum mixed leaves 

* 60 intaminatum pale pink fl 
61 Jibanoticum 
62 mirabile 

* 63 mirabile T\lcbarn Anne· 
* 64 mirabi/e Tilebarn Jan' 

65 mirabile 'Ttlebarn Nicholas' 
-66 parvif/orum 

67 persicmn pink fl 
68 persicum white fl 
69 persicum 2nd gen CSE 

* 70 persicum pure white. no red 
oose 

* 71 persicum Tilebarn Karpatl1os' 
72 pseudibericum 
73 pseudiben·cum roseu111 ex/ACW 664 
74 pu,Purascens 

--75 purpurascens album 
* 76 purpurascens fatrense 

77 purpurascens silver leaf 
78 repandum 
79 repandum album 
80 repandum peloponnesiacum 

* 81 repandmn pelopmmesiacum 2nd 
gen CSE 

'82 repandum peloponnesiacum vividum 
* 83 repandum pelopmmesiacum 

vividum 2nd gen CSE 
84 repandum rlwdense 

* 85 repandum rhodense 2nd gen CSE 
86 roltlfsianum 
87 /rochopteranthum 

* 88 t-rochopteranthum white fl 
* 89 coum x trochoptera11tl11m1 (x 

drydeniae) 
90 a/ricamtm x hederifol-ium (x 

hildebrandii) 
91 creticum x repandum (x meikle1) 
92 balearicum x repandum (x 

saundersiae) 
• 93 libanoticum x pseudibericum (x 

schwarzii) pink fl 
• 94 libanoticum x f,seudiberirnm (x 

schwarzil) white fl 
* 95 libanoticum x cyprium (x 

wellensiekii) 
* 96 graecum x hederi/olium (x 

whi:teiae) 
Y7 batearicum x creticu-m 
98 µot cultivars. large fl 
99 pot cultivars, small fl 
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Cyclamen Society Expedition to the 
Dodecanese,1998 

Martyn Denney 

The Dodecanese are a group of 12 islands (and a larger number of islets) in the 
eastern Aegean Sea, which closely follow the Turkish coast from Patmos in the north 
to Karpathos and Kassos in the south. Although Greek since 1948, following the 
Crusades the islands were under Ottoman rule from 1478 to 1912, before becoming 
Italian possessions until World War IL The legacy of these former times is to be seen 
in the castles built by the knights, the mosques dating from the Ottoman period and 
the Italian architecture to be found in such places as Rhodes Town. 

Botanically they combine a Mediterranean flora with species which have 
migrated from the Pontic and Anatolian regions to the east. At one time a part of the 
tertiary Aegean land mass which stretched in a crescent from the Peloponnese 
through Crete to the Anatolian Plateau, the islands are in fact the summits of this 
ancient mountain chain, and contain many endemic species which had migrated 
from east and west, and were isolated when the water level in the Mediterranean 
basin rose. 

Cyclamen repandum ssp. rhodense has long been known from the southern 
Dodecanese island of Rhodes (Rhodos) where it is widespread and was thought to 
be endemic. In April 1996, Dr David Thomas of the Biology Department, Cardiff 
University, while on a family holiday, found an unknown (to him) cyclamen species 
on Kos and reported it to Kit Grey-Wilson. From the photographs supplied by Dr 
Thomas, Grey-Wilson identified the plants as C. repandum ssp. rhodense. It now 
seems likely that the reports by Hansen (1980) of C. graecum on Mt Latra refer to C. 
repandum ssp. rhodense. 

The principal objective of the Society's Expedition was to locate and survey both 
the populations found by Dr Thomas, and any others, and to identify the plants 
positively. Following this, the Expedition was to extend the Society's knowledge of 
other cyclamen species in the Dodecanese islands, by smveying the rest of the 
island of Kos, and the island of Simi. Simi was potentially interesting due to its 
proximity (7 miles, 11 km) to the C. trochopteranthum site (97 /05'1) found by the 
Society in 1997 on the Turkish Dat<;a Peninsula. 

The team consisting of Martyn Denney 0eader and dogs-body), Ch1is Clennetl 
(botanist) and Brian Cresswell (photographer) arrived on Kos on Saturday 18 April 
and spent five and a half days on the island before transferring to Simi. About three 
days were spent surveying C. repandum ssp. rhodense, and two and a half days 
surveying C. liederifolium. The team then spent four and a half days on Simi 
surveying C. persicum before transfening to Rhodes. 

On Kos, the tean1 was based in a small, inexpensive, and very friendly hotel in the 
port of Mastihari on the north-west coast, where the ferries leave for the 
neighbouring island of Kalimnos. This central location allowed easy access to both 
the Kefalos-Kamari·Latra area in the extreme south, and the Oros Dikaio ridge. 

The photographs which follow between pages 16 and 17 were taken by the three 
Expedition members. 
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Cyclamen repandum ssp. rhodense 
C. repandum ssp. rhodense was found at eight sites at the south-west end of Kos just 
south of Kefalos, largely between Mt 1..atra and Mt Zini, and at one site on the north 
side of Mt Zini. These nine sites, all basically north-facing, contained four different 
habitats: 

• Sparse or dense Pinus brutia woodland with phrygana on a brown sandy loam 
(sites 98/02D - 98/050) 

• A steep wash--0ut gully on the north side of Mt Zini, just above high water mark, 
on a sandy loam (site 98/07D) 

• Quercus cocci/era and Pistacia lentiscus phrygana with isolated groups of Pinus 
bnttia on ~terra rossa" (site 98/08D) 

• In and around a steep north-west facing gully under mature Pinus brutfa, Arbutus 
andrach.ne and Pistacia lentiscus, on a brown clay loam (site 98/09D). 

The differences between these habitats are significant, but two sites stood out .from 
the others. 

Site 98/07D was on the north side of Mt Zini in a steep gully running down to the 
sea, with plants growing predominantly under Quercus cocci/era phrygana in a thin 
sandy loam. Although generally the plants were not found in the gully bottom, a 
small colony was growing in an isolated group of more mature Q. cocci/era at the top 
of the beach - probably as a result of a landslip. We explored this gully upwards until 
it became too steep to proceed, and at this point the plants were thinning out. 

From the summit of Mt Zini the gully was not accessible, but there were no 
cyclamen growing in the area above it on the silica sand which makes up the 
summit. We concluded therefore that the cyclamen were confined to the area where 
the sand gave way to a topsoil with a degree of loam content. It was interesting that 
on both sides of Mt Zini the cyclamen populations were clearly limited by the well 
defined change in the soil from a brown sandy loam to a silica sand containing black 
crystals - possibly a form of quartzite. 

Site 98/09D was on the north-west flank of Mt Latra. Here C. repandum ssp. 
rhodense was clearly at its happiest, growing in a gully in open shade beneath mature 
trees. This was reflected in the vigour and density of the plants. 

At the other sites, Cyclamen repandum ssp. rhodense was growing with the tubers 
15-30 cm (6-12 in) beneath the surface, generally with a thick semi-decayed humus 
layer, principally comprised of both new and decaying Pinus brutia needle litter. 

In total 295 plants were surveyed, at five sites. Unfortunately, due to an extremely 
mild winter and a hot period in February, the season was very advanced. Although 
isolated plants were in flower to allow the identity of the plants to be proved, and for 
herbarium specimens, there were insufficient flowers to carry out surveys of petal 
characteristics and dimensions. Of the plants seen in flower, a significant proportion 
had an entirely white corolla (98059D, 98060D, 98061D, 98178D, 98181D) - a higher 
proportion than was seen on Rhodes according to the surveys carried out during the 
1991 expedition. One of these albino plants had an upward facing inflorescence of 
"stargazer" type, with quite narrow petals (98059D). A number of plants (980020, 
98003D and 980570) with pale pink petals (llliS Colour Chart 76B, 76C and 76D) 
and a darker pink nose were found at a couple of sites. 

On 1 May we visited populations of C. repandum ssp. rhodense on Mt Pro:fitis Illas 
and Filerimos, on the island of Rhodes. The purpose was to compare the apparent 
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The village of Emborios on Simi, from exposed northern ridge 

C. repandum rlwdense, south side of Mt Zini. Kos; 
plant 98059D with upward-facing unreflexed albino 
flowers 

C. repcmdum rhodense. Mt Profitis Elias. Rhodes. site 
98/22D: plant 98357D with downward-facing 
unreflexe.d albino flower - like a snO\vdrop 



© Cyclamen Society
Site 98/17D. above Emborios, Simi: C. persicum grew on this exposed saddle in full sun and in rock shade, in stiff 
terra rossa. with Drimia mariri11w, Asphodel us aestivus, Dracunculus 1,uJgaris and Arum dioscoridis 

Site 98/08D, north-west slope between Mt Zini and Mt 
Latra. Kos: C. repandum rhodense mainly under 
lentisk. kennes oak and isolated pine groups 

Site 98/09D, nonh to nonh-east facing gulley on Mt 
Latra: the most vigorous C. repandum rhodense popu­
lation found on Kos, under pine, lentisk and strawberry 
trees. with cistuses and salvia 

,) 
j 
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C. repandum rhodense, south side of Mt Zini, Kos, site 98/05D; in pinewood 

Martyn Denney (left) and Chris Clennett, late at night. measuring leaves collected at site 98/09D 
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C. repand11111 rhodeme. Ml Profitis Elias, Rhodes, at 390m (1,280 fl); site 98/22D. plant 983SSD 

C. repmu/11111 rhode11se. south side of Mt Zini, Kos, in deep pine needle litter in dense Pi11u.1· brutia woodland, 
north-west facing slope at 150m (500 ft); site 98/030 

early nature of the season on Kos with that on Rhodes in order to establish whether 
the plants there were at a different stage in their growth cycle and if so, whether this 
was due to meteorological or other factors. We concluded that the season on Rhodes 
was advanced in a similar way to Kos, and that at similar altitudes the condition of 
the plants Oack of flowers) was also similar. We found significant numbers of 
rhodense in flower only above 580 m (1,900 ft), and these were starting to go over 
with many flaccid petals. 

Preliminary survey results 
The following are initial brief results of analysing the five suiveys of Cyclamen 
repandum ssp. rhodense on Kos, and comparing them with a similar analysis of the 
results of the suiveys carried out on the island of Rhodes in 1991. Flower statistics 
are not given, as insufficient flowers were found on Kos for these to be measured. 

Altitude range 
Shade 
Slope 
Aspect 
Soil pH 
Average leaf length 
Average leaf width 
Average leaf length:width ratio 

Leaf patterns A 
1998 36% 
1991 33% 

Leaf shapes 1&2 
1998 30% 
1991 93% 

B 
57% 
31% 

3 
37% 
6.5% 

Kos, 1998 
35-260 m (115-850 ft) 
38-83% 
level to 1 in 0.5 
NW-N-NE 
6.4- 7.7 
71.5 mm 
61 mm 
1.17:1 

C D 
5% 
23% 6% 

4 5 6 
5% 1% 4% 
0.5% 

E 

3% 

7 

Rhodes, 1991 
120-500 m (395-1,640 ft) 
0-100% 
1 in 3 to !in 1 
J\"\'-N-E 
n/a 
70.5 mm 
60.5mm 
1.16:1 

F plain green 
2% 
4% 

8 9 10 
23% 

Note: The same leaf pattern and shape standards have been used by all Greek expeditions 
between 1991 and 1998, and were published in the journal Vol 20 No 2 (Dec 1996) pp 41-42. 

Although individual leaves varied considerably in size, the overall average was very 
similar for the two islands. However we have the subjective impression that the 
leaves on Rhodes show a far wider variation in leaf pattern, and that those patterns 
are far more clearly defined than on Kos. This is borne out to some extent by the leaf 
pattern statistics. 

Cyclamen hederifolium 
C. hederifolium has been known from the island of Kos for some years, and was 
reported from Asfendiou by Meikle (1978). Its presence was also confirmed by Dr 
Thomas, although without specific identification. It is almost certain that the reports 
by Hansen (1980) of C. graecum at Zia relate to C. hederifolium. 

The team found that C. hedenfolium was confined to the northern side of the Oros 
Dikaio ridge approximately between Pili and Assomatos, although it was not to be 
found throughout this area, being largely confined to Pinus bnttia and Cupressus 
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sempervirens var. horizontalis woodland. Above Pili, near Lagoudi, and on the north­
western flank of Mt Dikaio above Zia there were extensive populations, but 
otherwise the species was found growing as small isolated groups of plants in 
gullies, at the base of rock outcrops, under ph1ygana or in hedgerows. 

Grey-Wilson (1997) describes two varieties of C. hederifolittm and refers to var. 
confusum as growing in the southern part of the species' range " ... from southern 
Sicily, Crete, central and southern Mani peninsula (Greek Peloponnese) and 
reported from several Greek Islands, including Zante, south of Cephalonia". He 
describes it as having ..... leaves bright green with a poorly defined hastate pattern, 
thicker and fleshier, shiny, particularly beneath ... ". The C. hederifoliton found on 
Kos broadly fits into this description, some forms particularly so, although at the 
south-western end of its distribution many of the leaves appeared to be thinner and 
less fleshy. Designating these plants as var. confusum extends the distribution 
mapped by Grey-Wilson further to the east. Near Zia, some of the leaf forms 
encountered showed considerable contrast between well silvered hastate patterns 
and dark green backgrounds, with an all-over glossy sheen. 

The rest of Kos 
One of the less rewarding aspects of field study is the need to map those parts of the 
study area where cyclamen are not found - and from a research point of view, this is 
equally as important as mapping where they do grow. In reality, one has to limit 
careful searching to areas which contain at least promising habitat. !t would simply 
waste time, for example, to search open agricultural lowlands. 

The team spent time looking in all likely and accessible parts of the Mt Dikaio 
ridge, particularly above Tolari (Kardamena), Empros Thermi, and on the north side 
of Sympetros, failing to find C. hederifolium or C. graecum. Most of the southern side 
of Dikaio is inaccessible, falling steeply into the sea, and in any case is too exposed 
to provide reasonable cyclamen habitat. 

'flle area around and south-west of the airport has a number of gorges which in 
planning appeared to be worth investigation. However, this area of the island is 
entirely covered with a topsoil comprising almost pure sand, and has virtually no 
shade. 

Changing islands 
Inter-island ferry services in most island groups in Greece are excellent in high 
season, but in the spring, even after Orthodox Easter (normally a week after ours), 
they can be erratic and unpredictable. It is a situation which fits entirely with the 
relaxed nature of Greek island life, and is either accepted (ent:axi! ... fine) as an 
inevitable part of life's rich pattern, or becomes an incomprehensible frustration 
(dhen katalaveno! ... I don't understand) - it just depends upon your point of view. 
The island of Simi lies between Kos and Rhodes, but covering this short distance 
involved a hydrofoil journey from Kos to Rhodes (passing within 200 metres of 
Simi), spending a night in Rhodes Town, and then returning to Simi on one of the 
Trip Boat-Ferries the following morning. Even this journey could not be planned, as 
hydrofoil timetables do not exist at that time of year - they just fix a time to leave 
some time during the previous 24 hours. As a result of this, we spent more than a 
day travelling a mere 35 miles (56 km). 
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Simi 
Simi is essentially a limestone rock which rises to 617 m (2,025 ft) at its highest 
point. There are four main centres of population: Simi Town (comprising Yialos and 
Chorio). Pedio Bay, and Ernborios in the north: and Panom1itis with its monastery 
in the extreme south. The centre of the island is covered by a forest of Pinus bndia 
and Cupressus sempervirens var. horizontalis, while the Kourkouma-Diapori ridge 
which stretches north towards the islet of Nimos is largely a tree-less moonscape 
covered with limestone boulders. 

During the planning phase of the expedition, Simi bad great potential. C. 
persicurn was known lo grow there, and was a ce1tainty. ·n1e Datya Peninsula with 
C. trochopteranthum lies just 11km to the north, and rather optimistically, if one 
follows the ancient Aegean landmass from ti1e south. from Crete and Karpatbos 
where C. creticum is found, then Simi is the next limestone island in the chain -
there is an obvious extrapolation. 111e reality turned out to be different. Although the 
soil on the island is either a brown loam or ten-a rossa which al the time of the field 
study was very moist, there was no suitable habitat for C. creticum, and in any case 
the light levels were generally too high. Although the season was dearly too 
advanced for the team to find C. trochopteranthum in flower the leaves would have 
been visible - but there were no suitable habitats for the plant, especially in the north 
of the island, close to the 1997 Turkish site. 

Cyclamen persicum 
C. persicum is repo1ied from Nanou Bay by Meikle (1978), and generally from the 
island by Carlstrom (1987). The Expedition found C. persicum all over the island and 
formally recorded nine sites. There appeared to be two forms: .. standard'' persicum 
around Sim.i town and the coast towards Emborios; and a diminutjve fonn with often 
only a single leaf throughout the rest of the island. and particularly in the extreme 
south beyond Panormitis. 'lne reason for this diminutive form caused much 
speculation, one hypothesis being that the plants conserved their resources, so that 
if their leaf was eaten by goats then they had the resources to provide a replacement! 
On a more serious note, we found that the tubers were often out of proportion 
(excessively large) to the size of leaf at the surface (significantly small). 

¥lhile the leaf patterns of the diminutive form were on tlw whole uninteresting to 
non-existent, the standard form found around the northern coast had a full range of 
patterns with some interesting silver-centred fonns. though nothing outstanding. A 
few flowers were seen, generally the common form with white petals and a deep pink 
nose, but a single pink-flowered form was found. 

Generally, C. persicum was common throughout the areas covered by pine and 
cypress forest, but it was surprising to find plants growing in very exposed open 
areas on the Kourkouma ridge in the 1101th of the island, either in full sun or in the 
minimal shade of rocks. 
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Pollen studies in Cyclamen 
Chris Clennett 

'TI1e investigations into the morphology of Cyclamen pollen from which this article is 
drawn formed part of an MSc in Plant and Fungal Taxonomy completed at the 
University of Reading. To explain the results of these investigations, a degree of 
introduction is needed. 

Pollen is essentially the male reproductive part of a flowering plant, but unlike in 
animals, plants have arrived at this position through the reduction of a two-stage life 
cycle and pollen is not therefore directly analogous to sperm cells. Mosses and 
liverworis have two distinct phases to their life cycle with a sexual gametophyte (the 
bulk of the plant you see) and an asexual sporophyte (a tall stem and spore 
capsules). In ferns the situation is reversed with a dominant sporophyte plant and 
the gametophyte reduced to a small heart-shaped plant that looks similar to a small 
liverwort .. In flowering plants (such as Cyclamen) the gametophyte stage is reduced 
to a few female cells within the ovary, and the pollen grain. An individual pollen grain 
contains only two cell nuclei, one to control germination of the grain and the second 
which fuses in the ovule to begin formation of the next generation in a seed. Outside 
these is a complex structure composed of proteins, cellulose and sporopollenin. The 
last is an almost indestructible compound found only in pollen, which allows it not 
only to be examined in detail, but also to be fossilised intact. 

A short digression into genetics is also necessary here to explain the significance 
of this study. Like sperm and egg cells, pollen has only half the normal complement 
of chromosomes (it is haploid or ln, rather than diploid or 2n). 'Inis means there are 
no dominant and recessive characters which are a consequence of having two sets 
of almost identical chromosomes in plants and anin1als. Thus every mutation in the 
chromosomes is immediately visible in the grain, and will remain that way until the 
next mutation. So changes in the number and shape of openings on the grains are 
often substantial, but then remain the same over many evolving generations, 
perhaps over millions of years, until the next abrupt change. 

To study pollen, it has to be treated chemically to dissolve the contents and leave 
only the outer sporopollenin layer (a process termed acetolysis), so that light passes 
through the grain. Samples of pollen were collected from living plants in the author's 
collection as they reached flowering during the autumn of 1996 and spring of 1997, 
these being collected in small stoppered glass tubes. Acetolysis was carried out 
using a mixture of nine parts acetic anhydride to one part concentrated sulphuric 
acid. Ory pollen samples were placed in a watch glass in the fume cabinet and a few 
drops of acetolysis mixture added, sufficient to capture all the pollen present. and 
heated on a block w1ti1 becoming dark brown. Initial tests proved this to take around 
two minutes for Cyclamen samples, so subsequent samples were acetolysed for the 
same length of time. TI1e acetolysis mixture is then displaced using industrial 
methylated spirit, then this in turn is removed using deionised water. Treated 
samples can then be mounted on glass slides for light microscopy, or on aluminium 
stubs for use under an electron microscope. 

Pollen structure and pattern of openings is highly characteristic of each genus, 
and even species, and evolutionary trends can sometimes be seen by examination 
under light and electron microscopes. In most Dicotyledons, there are three 
openings on each grain, but the number can increase to six or more. These can vary 
from a long slit (called a colpus) to a round pore, and tend to become only a single 
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small aperture in wind-pollinated species to reduce water loss. In many 
Dicotyledons, the opening in the outer layer coincides with a smaller opening in the 
inner wall called an Os (pleural Ora). This changes the grain terminology from 
colpate (meaning with just outer openings) to colporate (with both). '!be grains 
themselves also vary in size from 200 microns (µm - a thousandth of a millimetre) 
down to 20µm, with the small grains usually found in wind-pollinated plants. A 
stylised pollen grain showing the features seen in Cyclamen pollen is shown below 
to explain the photographs on the next: two pages. 

Pole (P) 

Colpus (pleural Colpi) 

Equator (E) Os (pleural Ora) 

As the treated grains are translucent, the col pi on the further side can be seen as well 
as those at the front, and from a polar view the spacing of colpi around t}1e grain's 
equator becomes obvious. 

The MSc studies were based around Cyclamen subgenus Gyrophoebe 0. Schwarz, 
and thus concentrated on C. coum and its relatives, C. cilicium and relatives, C. 
pseudibericum, C. libanoticum and C. cyprfom. However, other species were 
examined to give data for comparison and the Table on page 24 shows all the species 
examined. Essentially, all Cyclamen species have very similar pollen, with a small 
grain having a finely grained sulface which under light microscopy appears smooth 
(psilate). The grains are virtually sphe1ical, as the ratio of polar length to equatorial 
length shows (P:E), and in almost all cases the colpi are positioned equidistant from 
either pole (isopolar). C. repandum is the odd man out, with heteropolar colpi 
(not.ably, it also has the lowest chromosome number). 

Detailed examinations were carried out on the species in subgenus Gyrophoebe, 
using a light microscope at xl,000, and a scanning electron microscope at 
magnifications ranging from x2,000 to x30,000 (the limit of the machine being used). 
The photographs show a selection of pollen grains to illustTate the most significant 
findings, and were taken using a Reichert photomicroscope at xl,250 and a JEOL 
scanning electron microscope at x4,800. 

The results show that most species of Cyclamen have openings on their pollen 
grains which coincide with smaller openings on the inner layer (tri-colporate). This 
is particularly obvious in Fig. 1 of C. elegans with a square opening right into the 
grain but a shallow trench-like slit along the outer layer. As the Table shows. 
Cyclamen in other subgenera have three openings. However, most species in 
subgenus Gyrophoebe either always have four openings, or (as in parvijlorum and 
pseudibericum) do so in at least some cases. A separation like this is very significant 
in evolutionary terms, as explained above. What is more, in many genera a change 
in colpus (opening) number accompanies a change in chromosome number, but in 
Cyclamen this is not the case, and only the species in this group (having a 
chromosome count 2n=30) have the increased aperture count. Two species in the 
group do not show this phenomenon, both C. cyprium and C. libanoticum retaining 
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Fig. 1 Cyclamen elegans x4,800 Fig. 3 Cyclamen coum xl,250 Fig. 5 Cyclamen cyprium x4,800 Fig. 7 Cyclamen intaminatum xl,250 

Fig. 2 Cyclamen elegans xl,250 Fig. 4 Cyclamen parvijlorurn xl,250 Fig. 6 Cyclamen trochopteranthum x4,800 Fig. 8 Cyclamen cilicium x1250 
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three colpi in all their pollen grains. As mentioned above, C. pseudibericum and C. 
parviflorum show some grains with three and some with four openings, and the 
remaining species in the group all have the increased number. \Vhat is more, C. 
coum shows a few grains with five colpi, and the taxon from Iran a much higher 
proportion of 5-colporate grains. 

Under the electron microscope fine differences in the surface of the grains 
become apparent. although the species show very similar pollen. The apertures 
show as long slits (the colpus) with a constricted area at the middle point coinciding 
with the inner pore or os. TI1is constriction, which is visible only at these high 
magnifications, causes the pollen terminology to change (to tetra-colporoidate), but 
for simplicity this has not been used here. Once again, at least in the sample 
photographed, the Iranian plant shows a substantially different appearance, with a 
·wide opening at the point of the os, at the centre of the colpus. 

This result separates most of the species in this subgenus from the rest of 
Cyclamen, with C. libanoticum and C. cyprium showing a lack of uniformity that leads 
to the suggestion they should be removed from the grouping. Along with other 
studies within the MSc research on leaf chemist1y, morphology and anatomy, these 
studies have convinced the author that the Iranian plants should be raised to the 
level of species, rather than as most recently published held at subspecific level 
within C. co1m1. Using the published name for this taxon at species level, they thus 
revert to the name Cyclamen elegans Boiss. & Buhse. 

Table: Cyclamen pollen under light microscopy 
Taxon Aperture number p E P:E 

µm µm 

Subgenus Gyrophoebe 
C. coum (furkey, Macka) 4/5 22.0 19.8 1.11 
C. coum (Syiia (Frank 96-49)) 4 16.6 16.6 1.00 
C. coum ·Pewter' 4 20.2 19.6 1.03 
C. elegans 4 22.2 22.2 1.00 
C. elegans (Iran, Chalus) 4/5 19.0 19.0 LOO 
C. parviflorum (cult, ex Turkey (I\V)) 3/4 14.3 15.0 0.95 
C. parvi/lon.m (furkey (Frank 1'93-619)) 3 14.3 15.0 0.95 
C. trochopteranlhum (Elmali) 4 17.4 16.6 1.05 
C. trochopt!!ranthum (furkey (Frank T92-14)) 4 14.3 21.4 0.67 
C. cilicium 4 14.3 12.7 1.13 
C. intaminalum (furkey, Kutahya) 4 14.3 13.5 1.06 
C. intaminatum 4 14.3 12.7 1.13 
C. mirabile 4 13.5 12.7 1.06 
C. pseudiben·cum 3 15.1 11.9 1.27 
C. pseudibericum (furkey, Erhigui Pass) 3/4 14.3 14.3 1.00 
C. libanoticum 3 14.3 11.9 1.20 
C. x wellensiekii 3 14.3 11.9 1.20 
C. cyprium (Cyprus (Clennett 119)) 3 15.9 IS.I I.OS 
C. cyprium 3 14.3 11.9 1.20 

Other subgenera 
C. afn·ca,mm 3 9.5 9.S 1.00 
C. persicum 3 11.9 11.9 1.00 
C. roh[fsianum 3 12.7 12.7 1.00 
C. repandum 3 11.9 11.1 1.07 
C. x saundersiae 3 11.1 11.9 0.93 
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Cyclamen in Suffolk 
Pattie Peck 

My garden is in Felixstowe on the eastern edge of England, on a peninsula bounded 
by two big rivers. Many rain clouds completely pass us by and go up one or other of 
the rivers. We get only 45 cm (18 in) of rain a year - comparable to Egypt. My soil 
is a very fine sandy loam which dries out very easily. 1 have two big compost bins but 
the soil is hungry and top dressing soon disappears. The back garden which is quite 
large faces north with many mature trees and conifers around the boundaries, which 
are also fenced. The front garden faces south and is really just a 10 m (35 ft) wide 
raised bed with a double drive to one side and a narrow border the length of the 
drive, facing east. 

I have one 2.4 x 1.8 m {8 x 6 ft) greenhouse at the top of the back garden oriented 
east/west, and a lean-to one 3 x 1.2 m (10 x 4 ft) by the garage facing east. Near the 
top by the garage greenhouse are three frames made of old oak beams and covered 
in winter with redundant metal-framed windows. 

I grow many species of cyclamen outside - as you might expect C. hederifolium. 
coum, cilicium, purpurascens, repandum, ba.learicum and mirabile, but also 
pseudibericum, africanum, persicum, graecum and one cyprium in the front garden, 
under a dwart conifer, where it flowers quite happily and sets seed. Having said that, 
the last three winters have been very mild - particularly 1997 /98, with very few 
frosts and no easterly winds which we used to have quite frequently. 

I have one mature C. purpurascens of the Fatra form which had 17 flowers out at 
once last year, but sadly only one seed pod remained till maturity and contained just 
five seeds. This is in my rockery with a rock behind it and facing due south, which 
does fade the flowers unfortunately. It comes trne from seed showing no patterning. 

My main difficulties seem to be with C. coum and the repandum tTibe which 
flower but seem to set little or no seed in the garden. C. graecum have yet to flower 
in the open garden. 

All my "specials" (and this includes C. intaminatum as it is so small) are grown 
in pots in one of the greenhouses. All my C. roh[fsianum, trochopterantlzum and some 
graecum, parviflorum, a/ricanum and purpurascens Limone form are in pots under 
glass, together with any particularly nice C. hederifolium (scented form), coum 
'Maurice Dryden', and a few mirabile; the latter don't seem to set seed in the garden 
although they flower very well. I also keep seedlings of hardy species under glass to 
encourage them to get as big as possible before going dormant. 

My mature non-hardy plants are in a 15 cm (6 in) deep plunge in the greenhouse. 
made from a peat/sand/perlite mix. In summer C. graecum, roh[fsianum and 
a/ricamun are in this. My husband has cut me several lengths of plastic 2.5 cm (1 in) 
piping in 23 cm (9 in) lengths, with a few holes drilled around the base. When I push 
these into the plunge material to the bottom and fill the pipes with water it gradually 
seeps around the bases of the plunged pots. I have three pipes in each bench. I have 
resorted to this because I don't have a lot of time to water each pot individually and 
in the past I have lost plants through ove1watering in the summer when they should 
be drying out slightly. 

Summer 1998 was rather poor for seed set under glass. The high temperatures in 
May (while I was in Greece) meant that my carefully made (hopefully) hybrid 
crosses with the repandum tribe all aborted as they were in their winter quarters 
still, ie the sunny plunge. I like to have particularly nice plants of C. cottm, 
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libanoticum, psez<dibericum, repandum et al in these deep beds in the winter/spring 
so I can enjoy them, as this staging is much higher than the benching on the other 
side. At hotter times of year they are in the greenhouse benching with some 
overhead shading. 

I sowed Society seed received in autumn 1997 in the white polystyrene 
compartmented trays used for bedding plants and have found that these give good 
germination results with tl1e little plants growing well and staying in growth well into 
summer - no doubt the material itself keeps the soil at a fairly constant temperature. 
Most C. pseudiben·cum, libanoticum and purjmrascens tubers are nearly 1 cm in 
diameter (over 1 /,i in) at just over six months old from germination. I have had even 
better results from C. hederifolium and graecum sown using the Reading method in 
the cupboard under the stairs. Seed sown last October germinated in 21 days, after 
which the pots were moved to a south-facing window sill. Once it was dark they were 
placed under a table lamp (100 watt bulb) until bedtime, then the next morning they 
were put back on the windowsill. TI1ese continued to grow all through the winter and 
did not go dormant at all. Bought seed of C. cilicium album and intaminatum got 
similar treatment but as the seed was sown later in the winter, these have not made 
such big tubers. 

Having so many young plants now I started repotting early in June, and was 
surprised to find that all species already had new white root tips. In other years I 
have waited until July/ August to start this job but it looks as though fresh compost 
earlier in the year could be beneficial, especially in an early season such as 1998. 

The Season 

Yet another rather odd season has passed. It's been a generally dull and wet winter, 
often very windy. Most areas have also been mild (exceptionally so in much of 
December), but in northern parts it's been chilly, though the cold spells have been 
interspersed with warmer times - in Febmary, for instance, there was a pleasant 
spring-like interlude there between periods of frost, rain, snow and cold winds. 
Perhaps the most marked weather variations from place to place came in March, 
which was unusually warm and fine for most people, but which brought atrocious 
conditions to Ron Evans in Nottinghamshire - ton-ential rain and biting winds, with 
about a thousand pots of young cyclamen needing rescue from a flooded frame. 

After the mild winter most people except in the far north had spells of May-like 
warmth in March and early April. This very early spring was mdely inteJTupted by a 
few nights of hard frost in the third week of April - accompanied for many by 
daytime thunder, lightning and hail, or even several inches of snow. 

Several members felt tl1at after the previous dull summer their cyclamen were in 
a less than perfect state at the start. of the new growing season, and that only 
exceptionally good growing conditions would have put them into pertect condition. 
We certainly did not have such good conditions. However, yet again most: people's 
plants have shown how resilient cyclamen are, putting on at least a reasonable show 
even when the weather is not to their liking. 

'l11e species which has responded best to the mild wet winter and (mainly) warm 
spring has perhaps been C. psettdibericum, coming into flower early and staying in 
flower for a long time. It is now seeding itself around Peter Moore's garden in the 
south east, mid has flowered well in the open garden for other people; it seems to 
have enjoyed the extra wetness, and is establishing ih;elf a-s a hardier plant than 
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many have supposed, its flowers unaffected by a few degrees of frost. Erna Frank in 
SuJTey has found it much better in the open this year than in a frame. Though Trudi 
Charlesworth found that many tubers of a well established planting have failed to 
grow this year, she is not too worried as she finds this species often "rests" for a 
year. Ray Johnstone (even further north) has also had a poor year with it -
suggesting that it's been the warmer southern spring that it's liked. 

C. repandum also has been particularly good for most people, visibly seeding 
itself around this year, and flowering well. However, its more delicate texture does 
cry out for some protection against really testing weather. Meg Baker up on her 
Cotswold plateau had the beginnings of a wonderful show of C. repandum flowers, 
when in mid-April heavy sleet and snow storms swept across, with hard night frosts 
between: most withered completely. She noted that the silvery-leafed shorter­
petalled C. repandum peloponnesiacum crosses (and indeed C. repandum album) 
seemed more weather-proof, and up in Yorkshire Mrs Charlesworth has both of 
these in flower outside, though she has some losses among mature tubers of C. 
repandum this year (though hundreds of flourishing seedling-s). Under glass the 
near relatives C. creticum and C. baiearicum have been more su,:cessful in the cooler 
areas than in the south, where they have dropped their flowers quite quickly unless 
kept carefully shaded and cool - though setting seed well enough. 

In the earlier winter, C. coum did well, starting to flower by December for many, 
giving an excellent show in January and Febmary, and continuing into April for 
some, with good seed set. Joan Loraine found the earliest flowers smaller than usual 
- perhaps because of the grey aut11mn. C. trochopteranthum has also flowered well 
for most people, both under glass, and outside (as far north as Yorkshire - on a dry 
bank). C. parvi/lonmi flowered well under glass for most - particularly enjoyed for 
its February scent. 

The autumn-flowering C. cilicium, C. intaminat1un and C. mirabile flowered well 
(C. cilicium flowers untouched by frost), though more than one grower has had 
patchy seed set at best with these. Under glass, they seem to have produced seed 
best in mild areas, with shade put in place before the weather heated up. 

Even under glass the more tender species have shown their need for more sun 
and warmth the previous summer. C. graecum and C. rohlfiianum flowered poorly 
and set very little seed except in the warmest places. In cooler areas people have 
reported losses among C. balearicum, C. cyprium and C. repandum rhodense 
outdoors, and little flower on C. libanoticum. Erna Frank lost all her outdoor C. 
libanoticum plants and suspects that this is because she had cut down a shrub over 
them - in their homeland they grow in dense shade. No-one has claimed a 
particularly good year for C. persiciun, which seems to have had rather a short 
flowering season. The high-altitude form from Israel has continued to do well in the 
open ground, its flowers unaffected by a few degrees of frost. 

Most people have found that their plants under glass, particularly the autumn­
flowering ones, have gone into dormancy very early indeed, and in the warmest 
places some people were starting to collect ripe seed in late April 

The wet dull winter does not seem to have produced any paiiicular disease or 
pest problems for cyclamen - though Mike and Mary Saunders had to cope with a 
gale-demolished glasshouse. 

Thanks to our barometer growers Mike and Mary Saunders (Devon), Joan 
Loraine (Somerset), Jeremy Wood (Wilts), Meg Baker (Gloucs), Peter Moore 
(Kent), Erna Frank (Surrey), Stewart and Janet Richards (½'ores). Ron Evans 
(Notts), Trudi Charlesworth (Ylr Yorks) and Ray Johnstone (Tyne & Wear). 
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Memories of Fred Buglass, 1905-1998 

'lne death last August of Fred Buglass, who was so important to the beginnings and 
growth of the our Society, has been recorded by our President in his address to the 
AGM (Journal, Dec 1998, p60). His life has been fittingly commemorated in a fine 
obituary in the Dec 1998 Quarlerly Bulletin of the Alpine Garden Society (A.GS). 
Here some Cyclamen Society members add some personal notes. 

Gay Nightingale writes: In 1976, after visiting a display of Fred's colour drawings of 
cyclamen at an RHS Show, I wrote and invited him to join the first formal meeting of 
the Cyclamen Society. I was delighted when he accepted - and even more so when 
Fred was formally elected at the Inaugural Meeting in January 1997. He was first 
elected as a committee member - the role of President followed several years later. 

Fred was encouraging and helpful when I organised the Society's first stand in 
the RHS New Hall. Westminster, in February 1977. I remember him offering to give 
me a helping hand on to the stand to fix a panel, making his own particular type of 
jokes the while. Afterwards, at the committee meeting held on 2:l February 1977. 
Fred was elected Show Superintendent. 

Everyone on the earliest committees must have heard Fred's jokes many times. 
He once confided that he tried to disperse tension with jokes. A favourite was the 
one about the difficulty of identifying the species C. africanum and C. hederifolium. 
\\'henever a newcomer to the Society's stand asked ''How can you tell the difference 
between them?" Fred would say with a straight face: "Leave both outside and the one 
that survives is C. hederifolium". 

His expertise was much appreciated when it came to technical points about 
showing plants. Only a few members brought plants to that first show - Fred lent a 
C. persicum. And so the Society began. Letters from all over the world soon followed. 
·what fun we all had getting the Society started in those days! It was a new venture 
into the unknown. I think we all felt the excitement and hoped that what we were 
doing might lead to benefits and happiness for others. 

Fred was in the habit of inviting members of the Society to his house in 
Leverstock Green, where his wife Nesta kindly provided tea and cakes. On one such 
occasion, I recall Fred taking pleasure in showing me his primulas. and like most 
gardeners he insisted on giving small plants of species and forms that were 
especially admired. He drew attention to his numerous hellebores, and when in his 
alpine house he gave me an auricula with a large velvety flower. Samples of his 
collection of alpine plants grew from the compost around the plant! My husband was 
given a large bundle of assorted snowdrops - uncommon species and varieties 
including some giant forms, with subtle differences in the shape of the petals: one 
has wing-like flowers; one a closed inflorescence; another, Galantlrns 'S. Arnott', is 
perhaps the most impressive. 111e original plants have multiplied and self sown, and 
the seven foot diameter circle of flowers has gaps only between forms. They 
continue to be a source of pleasure to visitors and passers-by. 

Fred Buglass will be remembered for his helpful guidance of the Society. for his 
cheerful presence at shows, and for his generous gifts of snowdrops and alpine 
plants. When he had served his term of off.ice as Show Superintendent and before he 
was elected President, knowing he loved to chat to members and would want to keep 
in touch, 1 asked: "Shall I say you will still attend the stand at the RI-IS?" 

"Just say I shall be around," he replied. 
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Richard Bailey writes: One of the things that always struck me about Fred Buglass 
was his wide-ranging interests in plants. I first met him at a show of primroses and 
auricuJas. It emerged that we were both members of the Cyclamen Society- but not 
until we had discussed a wide range of alpines and, which might come as a surprise 
to many people, intensive vegetable growing. 

Fred was one of that small band who had attended the inaugural meeting in 1977. 
\\'hen I first met him he was the Society's first Show Secretary (called Show 
Superintendent in those days). Although he occupied this post for less than two 
years he set the standard for our very successful displays at the RHS \.Vestminstcr 
Shows. After giving up as Show Secretary he became President in 1981 and held that 
office for thirteen years, until he retired as a ,·esult of ill health in 1994. 

He was active in all his }'ears on the committee. After he ceased to be Show 
Secretary he still provided plants, and inspiration, for displays and took a great 
interest in all aspects of the Society's work. TI1ere can be few members of the 
committee who did not receive his late-night telephone calls - I remember him 
calling me at 11.30 one night and saying "I thought I would fmcl you in now". He 
always supported the Society's Conferences and there can be but few Jong-standing 
members. in the south at least, who will not recall the open days he held in his 
garden at Leverstock Green near Heme! Hempstead. 

111e Society's Expeditions were very dear to his heart - and owe a great deal to 
his financial and moral support. Although not a scientist himself (he was an 
engineer) he appreciated the need to study plants in the field in order to improve our 
understanding of the growing conditions they need and their evolutionary 
relationships - as well as to bring back new forms to introduce to gardens. He also 
supported the development of micropagation techniques for rare forms of cyclamen. 
What little has been done by the Society in this field is largely due to his support for 
work at Wye College. 

But Fred was not just a Cyclamen Society man. He was extremely active in the 
AGS, receiving their Lyttel Trophy. He was also a good community man working for 
many years with his local residents association - for which work he received the 
BEM. 

Kath Dryden writes: In the early 1960s, when Fred was chairman of the AGS Publicity 
Sub-Committee. we used to stage exhibits at the RHS Westminster Shows, with 
cyclamen in due season playing a very important role. At that time he had a lot of 
what was known then as C. cilicium alpinum - now C. intaminatum. My mother 
used to help us clear away, and she fell for this little treasure. Generous as ever, Fred 
gave her one, which (unable to cope with the botanical intricacies) she called 
Freddie. I still have that plant and its descendants today. But I shall always associate 
him with C. heden"folium. In his garden, under and around the largest Daphne 
laureola philippii I have ever seen, they were there by the hundred, and it was his 
pride and joy to point out the different leaf patterns. They grew everywhere, even 
between the paving stones and in the drains - a splendid sight. 

Fred served on the Joint Rock Garden Committee of the RHS until a few weeks 
before he died, and in the dull winter days he patiently pressed and mounted fresh 
C. hederifolium leaves to bring to the meetings. The fantastic recent arrivals, and 
their progeny at the autumn shows, are in my eyes a tribute to Fred and his devotion 
to the king of the genus. 
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Mary Grierson writes: Many years ago I was working for the aerial survey finn of 
Hunting Aerosurveys. at Elst:ree . .I had just returned from a week's painting course 
on Botanical lllustration at Flatford Mill Field Study Centre. and was standing at my 
desk tidying up my paintings (which I shouldn't have been doing during working 
hours). To my embarrassment, John Sattery our Chief Pilot came i11 with a visitor. I 
tried to hide what I was doing, when the visitor - introduced to me as Fred Bu.glass 
- cast his beady eye over my shoulder and asked if he could take them away. I had 
no idea what he was going to do with them. but subsequently learned that he had 
taken the trouble to show them to the Natural History Museum to ask the Botany 
Department if they could use an artist - alas, to no avail. But Kew did instead. 

The gesture was absolutely typical of him, and I have never forgotten it. All his life 
he gave encouragement to so many, and did so much to help others through his 
enthusiasm. He was such fun to know. He was also instrumental in my being invited 
to paint a set of illustrations for the Cyclamen Society - a most enjoyable commission. 

Bernard Sparkes writes: 'll1e Cyclamen Society was fonned in 1977 by a small group 
brought together by their love of cyclamen species. 'Jne first President was Robin 
Archer, Lord Skelmersdale was Treasurer, James Mars our Editor, Gay Nightingale 
was Secretary, and Fred Bug lass was our first Show Superintende.nL I was Chairman 
of the committee. and Alisdair Aird and Dave Barnett were committee members. 
TI1ey were very exciting times indeed. We were very fortunate that, at RHS Shows, 
we were able to present the widest possible collection of cyclamen species in the 
world at that time. Even so, I cau stHI see the excitement, even disbelief, when a new 
member called Peter Moore arrived at a Show with "a few" C graecum in the back 
of his Volvo estate - a sea of flower$, quite remarkable. With Fred's superb skills and 
experience at staging plants, not only demonstrating their florifcrous potential but 
also the scientific aspects of their cultivation. the Society was soon gaining awards at 
RHS Shows. 

I will remember Fred for his wonderful collection of sinks and alpines at 
Leverstock Green, for his kindness, attention to detail, and enthusiasm which 
inspired those of us less used to showing plants, and for his great skills as a plant 
artist. 

Hilary Temple writes: I first became aware of Frt:d at my first Cyclamen Society 
Conference, at Wye College. In the evening after the talks were finished he told tales 
over a drink in such a way that my sides ached with laughter. Although I understand 
his wife was in poor health for a long time and caring for her took a great deal of his 
energy, I felt that after her death he lost some of his previous joie de uivre and there 
was a sadness behind the light touch which had so enchanted me when I first met: 
him. 

Later, when I had been on the Committee for some timt!, he rang me quite often. 
He so often hit the moment when I was either in or just out of the bath that he 
regularly started the conversation with "Are you dry~. While he often had some 
Society business to ask about, he would often go on to tell me of his local doings. He 
was dearly a man who did his best to help his friends and his community. 

Graham Simpson writes: l first met Fred in 1957. He was not only extremely 
knowledegeable about plants, but also very helpful to beginners - for example at the 
AGS Pendley Manor meetings which l attended in those days, I have many pleasant 
recollections of him. He was one of those unforgettable characters that the 
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horticultural world seems to produce. One of my most memorable enc-ounters was 
when he stay<'d with us for a couple of nights in the 1980s so that he l'Ould attend a 
meeting of .. the Joint Ro<:k'' al the AGS Horsham Show. In the course of his stay he 
inveigled my daughter into telling cheeky stories about me. She told him that on a 
cold winter's day she had seen me out in the garden wearing a red woolly hat 
belonging to her brother, and that it made me look like a Garden Gnome. 'lllis was 
an irretrievable error. For ever afterwards when he telephoned me (always after 
10.30 pm) it was usually my daughter who answered. Witho11t identifying himself, he 
would simply ask: "ls the Garden Gnome around?" 

At one Cyclamen Society Conference I arrived late al the President's Reception. 
accompanied by four clergymen who looked over at Fred and said to rnc that they 
assumed that this was the Reception for the Church of England Missionary Society. 
I explained that it was not. \V11c11 I mentioned this later to Fred he said. rather 
typically, .. How flattering: I have never before been mistaken for the Archbishop of 
Canterbury". 

Fred was constantly active in other fields. He kept his local Council officials on 
their Ines. partirnJarly those involved in Town Planning. More than the British 
Empire Medal which was awarded to him. he treasured - as an unintended tribute 
to his energy in championing the interests of his local community - the occasion 
when the young lady receiving his telephone call was heard to say to a colleague: 
~It's that little b****** from Leverstork Green again". 

Peter Moore writes: Fred's love and deep interest in all plants continued unabated 
throughout his life. Cyclamen were his undoubted favourite and the Society was to 
benefit in many ways from his dedication to the spedcs. Although, as midnight 
approached, a phone call from Fred might stretch the receiver's enthusiasm, Fred's 
graphic description of how his plants were faring soon dispelled sleep and awoke 
one's interest. It was at this hour that Fred's ideas poured out and he needed a 
sounding board on which to try them. Smne of his ideas had to be argued out and 
discounted. often through lack of available people to carry them through to fruition: 
many were to become part of the Society we now have. 

Fred's involvement in our shows. co11ferences. research and exploration was both 
in the thought he gave to the problems of a small society venturing into fields that 
stretched its resources and in more practical ways. If ever we were stuck for 
something ii was often Fred who dipped his hand into his pocket. He it was, who 
presented the first show trophy. financed the research on micropropagation and 
even just prior to his death was discussing with the Treasurer financing another 
project.. Tl1c early Journals and the Library contain his drawings and paintings and 
give us another insight into his abilities and powers of observation. 

Perhaps his greatest achievement was to project his own enthusiasm for 
cyclamen to newcomers to the genus. To young and old Fred was to be seen chatting 
away. extolling the virtues of cyclamen. Few people could resist his keen sense of 
humour and lively manner, and many went away converted to his love of cyclamen. 
When visiting his garden there was always a plant to start a newcomer's collection. 
His open days for the Society at his home were a great event and we were indebted 
to him and Nesta for their generous hospitality. His garden mirrored his wide 
interest in all plants but cyclamen predominated. 

No doubt there is some Ely~ian field far away, where a patch of cyclamen is 
thriving. 
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ASHWOOD NURSERIES 
A1' 
(~ 

,, 
Specialist growers of the genus 

Cyclamen 
Also a full range of LEWIS IA species. and 
our own strains of Alpine Show Auriculas 

and Hellebores. 

(We can mail order seeds only). 

( 3 x I st. class stamps for colour brochure 
& seed list). 

The nursery also stocks a wide variety of top quality plants. 
including, alpines. heathers. dwarf conifers. shrubs and 

japanese azaleas. many of which are choice and rare in 
cultivation. all attractively displayed in a rural setting. 

Why not pay us a visit when next in this area? 

Our Tea room complements the Nursery and 
Gardens, where you can enjoy our homemade 
cakes, ice-creams and light meals. 

The Gift Shop offers an impressive range of 
cards and a superb selection of pottery and 
gifts. 

NURSERY AND TEA ROOM OPEN EVERY DAY. 
GREENSFORGE, KINGSWINFORD, WEST MIDLANDS. 

DY6 0AE. Telephone. 01384 401996 
(We are situated off the A449 to the west of Kings win ford). 

.----- OUR AIM IS QUALITY ==i 
-- WITH THE BEST POSSIBLE CHOICE 

32 

Advertisement 

Tile Bar 
Nurser 

The nursery that 
specialises in 
Cyclamen species 

Please write for our catalogue Tile Barn Nursery 
Standen Street 
Iden Green 
Benenden 
Kent, TN 17 4LB 
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