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The Cyclamen Society is a Registered Charity No 280528. 
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News 

Expeditions, 1998 
The Society plans two Expeditions in 1998. In March Brian Mathew, Vic Aspland 
and Trevor Willshire will continue the research on C. troclwpteranthum in SW 
Turkey. In late April Martyn Denney, Chris Clennetl and Brian Cresswell will 
investigate cyclamen on Kos and some other islands in the Dodecanese, probably 
Simi, Kalimnos and Leros. They will follow up reports of C. repandum rhodense 
there, and explore the possibility that some other member of the C. repandum 
group may be present. TI1ey can be more certain of finding C. hederifolium, C. 
graecum and C. persicum. 

CITES rule change 
The most recent CITES Conference, in Zimbabwe in June, adopted a proposal 
modifying the treatment of C. persicum under the Convention. ln future, artificially 
propagated cultivars will be exempt except when traded as donnant tubers. This 
should prevent wild-dug tubers of other species evading CITES controls bv 
masquerading as C. persicum cultivars. · 

Autumn Show 
The Show at the Telford Conference had a spread of very interesting plants, with 
plenty of things to notice besides the immaculately presented class winners. The 
range of variation is far wider than was the case just a few years ago, with an 
excellent range of fascinating leaf patterns especially in the foliage classes. Often 
unplaced plants were particularly noteworthy, such as a C. hederifolium with 
exceptionally waxy-looking glossy thick leaves shown by Vic Aspland in Class 5; 
Ma~n Denney's silver-leafed C. hederifolium in Class 6 with a slightly golden cast 
and its edges very sharply defined by the dark colour of the undersurface 
continuing round into the leaf edge; Robin Metcalfs interesting silver-leafed C. 
purpurascens in Class 14, many leaves showing purple "bruises" similar to the pink 
markings on a Bowles Apollo Group C. hederifotium; or Melvyn Jope's channing 
little C. africanum with a tight rosette of well held grey-marked leaves and a puff of 
clear pink flowers in Class 10 - one of the prettiest plants in the Show. Kit 
Grey-Wilson reckoned that this plant and one very similar in the non-competitive 
•'interest" class were in fact hybrids with hederifolium. 

Some striking testimonials to good cultivation included above all Martyn Denney's 
vastly healthy C. coum caucasicum in what looked more like a terracotta bathtub 
than a pot, 2nd in Class 10. 

C. cyprium showed some interesting variations, with some striking leaf forms 
shown by Brian Walker and others in Class 11; John Fielding's plant placed 2nd in 
Class 12 having its young flowers pale pink, but its mature ones white with a 
maroon nose; and a remarkable young pink-flowered plant unplaced for Vic Aspland 
in Class 15, its otherwise uniformly dark green leaves marked by an attractively 
shaped nearly complete band of very pale green. 

As usual, the classes for Expedition plants and progeny (17 and 18) were 
extremely rewarding. 1be winning plant in Class 17 was CSE 91321, a wonderful 
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Monte Smith C. graecum with plenty of flowers above hillocks of tiny well marked 
leaves, the silver of their central shield extending down the veins towards the 
strongly toothed margin. The 2nd was CSE 88402, a C. coum from the Society's first 
Expedition, still in robust health, with a very broad outer silver band. 3rd was CSE 
93623, a C. hederifolium with well toothed heart-shaped silver leaves crisply outlined 
by a dark margin. Other interesting C. hederifolium Expedition plants in this class 
were CSE 93627 with more geometric almost hexagonal leaves, largely silvered; and 
CSE 93152, slightly toothed spade-shaped leaves, mainly silver but with unusual 
markings reminiscent of a butterfly. 

There were also fascinating plants in the non-competitive class. Trevor Wiltshire 
brought a great many interesting and unusual plants from Wisley. Peter Moore 
showed some stdking specimens such as his C. mirabile Tilebarn Anne', its leaves 
entirely a powdery silver, and three very handsome C. hederifolium illustrated in 
this Journal (Plate I, 4 and 6; Plate II, 6). Discussion was particularly intense about 
Helena Wiesner's four C. hedenfolium with leaves variegated with yellow (she says 
they crop up among seedlings at the rate of about one per 50,000), which have been 
tested for virus and found to be virus-free; and about a ve1y odd C. graecum with 
linear leaves mostly less than 2mm wide. 

Once again, plant and seed sales, under the skilful care of Stewart and Janet 
Richards with help from Joy Denney, contributed not just to the Society's funds but 
also to everyone's enjoyment; particular tl1anks to the Richardses, Martyn Denney, 
Phil Cornish, Melvyn Jope, Trevor Wiltshire and Peter Moore who brought so many 
interesting and well grown cyclamen for sale. 

Results 
Buglass Salver (best plant in show). and Buglass Bowl (best flowering cyclamen) Director of 
Horticult1trc, Wisley, 1st Class 15 C. graecum 
Nick Cai'ter Memorial Trophy (best foliage plant) R Metcalf, lsl Class 14 C. mirabile 
James Mars Trophy (best Expedition plant or progeny) M Denney, 1st Class 17 C. graecum 
Class 1: 1st V Aspland, 2nd Mrs M Wiltshire. 3rd ME LJope (15 entries) 
Class 2: 1st and 2nd ME L]ope, 3rd V Aspland (4 entries) 
Class 3: 1st V Aspland, 2nd and 3rd ME LJope (7 enb·ies) 
Class 4: ls1 M Denney (3 entries) 
Class 5: 1st and 3rd V Aspland. 2nd S & J Richards (15 entries) 
Class 6: 1st B Walker, 2nd and 3rd S & J Richards (9 entries) 
Class 7: 1st and 3rd ME LJope, 2nd Mrs M Wiltshire O entries) 
Class 8: 1st S & J Richards, 2nd M E LJope. 3rd Mrs M Wiltshire (3 entries) 
Class 9: 1st ME LJope, 2nd and 3rd C Clenncll (8 entries) 
Class 10: 1st and 2nd M Denney. 3rd .I Fielding (7 entries) 
Class 11: 1st, 2nd aiid 3rd MP and CA Brown (JO entries) 
Class 12: 1st I Robertson, 2nd J Fielding, 3rd S & J Richards (6 entries) 
Class 13: 1st H Shepherd, 2nd and 3rd B Walker (17 entries) 
Class 14: 1st R Metcalf, 2nd P Comish, 3rd S & J Richards (6 entries) 
Class 15: 1st, 2nd and 3rd Director of Horticulture, Wisley (17 cnllies) 
Class 16 1st, 2nd and 3rd G Stephen (3 entries) 
Class 17: 1st and 3rd M Denney, 2nd V Aspland (8 ent1ies) 
Class 18: 1st M Denney (I entry). 

1998 Conference 
Outline plans are now being prepared for the 1998 Conference. It will be held on 2-4 
October 1998 in Telford, Shropshire (at the same place as the very successful 1995 
and 1997 conferences). Telford is easily accessible from the M54 and handy for the 
exceptionally interesting range of places to visit around Iron bridge. 
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Seed Distribution 
A record number of applications - over 800 - was received this year but it was not a 
good year for seed. Although there was no shortage of common va1ieties many 
others were in short supply and some of those listed were not available at all. 

There was a misprint in the seed list with trochopteranthum ,md trochopteranthum 
album. both having the code number 88. This may have had some effect on the 
number of requests received for this. Usually just the five most requested varieties 
are shown. This year I have listed the top six as the sixth figure will be of interest to 
many people. In the list below the first figure shows the number of requests for the 
variety, the second the number of donors. 

C. trochopteranthum 
C. mirabile 'Tilebam Nicholas' 
C. purpurascens, silver leaf 
C. coum, Ttlebarn Elizabeth' 
C. coum, 'Golan Heights' 
C.graecum, silver leaf 

272 
248 
239 
206 
202 
201 

19 
12 
13 
18 
3 
1 

Seeds of the following are still available subject to being unsold: Code numbers 1, 3, 
5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 21, 28, 32, 37, 38, 39, 42, 49, 51, 52, 53, 64, 80, 82, 91. Also available 
are coum ex BSBE, hederifolium scented and 64 x 99. 

All the above are 50p a packet. Please use code numbers when ordering, details of 
which can be found in the June ]ounzal, page 13. Also offered are: 

Offer 1 - 6 packets Society's choice £2) 
Offer 2 - 9 packets Society's choice £3) 

limited to 1 offer 
per member 

Offer 1 can be restricted to hardy varieties if requested. 
This year there is a good choice of nan1ed pot plant varieties and mixtures. A 

·packet' of these will consist of 4 mini packets of different kinds giving a total of 50 
seeds at a cost of 50p. Packets will be made up individually and members are asked 
to list their choice of mini packets, WITH ALTERNATIVES. If 50 seeds of one sort 
are preferred, please say so. Available kinds are: Micro Formula Mixture, Mini 
Formula Mixture, Midi Formula Mixture, Maxi Fonnula Mixture, Magnum 
Mixture, De Troyer Decora Mixture, New Wave Formula Mixture, Royal Crested 
Mixed Colours, Scentsation Formula Mixture, Treasure Chest Mixture, De Troyer 
Decora Mystic Melody, Fimbriata Victo1ia, Special St Safranin, Wmter Sun. 

Some CSE seed remains, mainly G with a small an1ount of F. This will be sold at 
the reduced price of 50p for 3 packets - 2G + lF while stocks allow, then 3G. 

In many cases only small quantities of seed remain so payment should be by limit 
cheque only; and please list alternatives. 

Applications should be sent with an addressed envelope (stamped or with an 
international reply coupon) to reach Patricia Short at the address below, by 31 
JANUARY 1998. 

Mi 
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Shows in 1998 
Plants and weather pemlitting the Society will have a stand at the RHS Halls at 
Vincent Square, London SWl on 20/21 January and, we hope, at one of the Autumn 
shows (more details in the June issue of the journal). The Society will hold a 
competitive show on Saturday 21 February in the Demonstration Building, RHS 
Garden, Wisley, Surrey, which is clearly signposted from the A3 just south-west of 
the M25's junction 10. A Cyclamen Society membership card will admit those who 
are not members of the RHS itself. Exhibits should be staged between 8.30 and 10 
an1 on 21 February. Judging will start at 10.15. Classes will be as follows: 

Section A:. Any size container 
1 C. coum shown for leaf 
2 C. coum in flower 
3 C. pseudibericu.m in flower 
4 Cyclamen species in flower not eligible for classes 2, 3 or 6 
5 Any autumn-flowering cyclamen species shown for leaf 
6 C. persicum cultivar in flower 

Section B: Container not to exceed 16.5cm (6.5in) diameter 
7 C. coum shown for leaf 
8 C. coum in flower 
9 C. pseudibericum in flower 
10 C. parvi/lorum in flower 
11 C. trochopteranthum in flower 
12 Any autumn-flowering cyclamen species shown for leaf 
13 Cyclamen species in flower not eligible for classes 8 to 11 or 14 
14 C. persicum cultivar in flower 

Open Section: Any size container 
15 Any cyclamen species shown for leaf 
16 Any cyclamen species in flower 
17 Any cyclamen species collected on a Society Expedition 
18 Any cyclamen species which is the progeny of Society Expedition collected plants 

Novice Section: Any size container 
19 Any cyclamen species shown for leaf 
20 Any cyclamen species in flower 

Non-competitive, open to all 
21 Any cyclamen species or cultivar that is unusual or interesting 

The Moira Reid Trophy will be awarded to the winner of Class 11: the Jill Moore 
Trophy for the winner of Class 1; the Temple Trophy for best cyclamen in the 
Novice classes. The Brian Mathew Award will go to the best plant overall in Classes 
17 and 18. Prize money will be awarded as follows: first prize £5, second £3, U1ird £2. 

Plants in the competitive classes are to be shown without labels. The 
measurement for pot size is the outside diameter of the pot at the top of the rim. 
The exhibitor's and plant's name is to be written clearly on the entiy card which will 
be supplied at the Show. The full Show Notes and Regulations were printed in the 
Journal for June 1994 (p26). 

Please bring plants for sale if you have surplus, with two labels, one with the name 
of the plant, the other with the seller's name and price: prices must be DfVlSIBLE 
BY FOUR, for example £1.20, £1.60 and £2. There may be some seeds for sale. 
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A miscellany 

C. persicum in St Petersburg 
Jenifer Milner writes: 
It has b~en particularly interes?ng to read the items in the June journal debating 
the hardiness of Cyclame11 persicum, for part of the thrill of these plants has always 
seemed to me to be their fragile beauty and intense colour in the depths of winter 
with snow outside. 

One o~ the n~ost memorable sights I have ever seen occurred in St Petersburg 
(th~n ~till Lenmgrad) one February night in 1988 when perestroika was just 
beg_n~nmg to make the atmosphere in the old USSR tingle with the anticipation of 
exc1tmg changes. We were about to embark on the overnight train to take us back 
to Mos~ow: The station was crowded with great black steam locomotives heading 
for destmati?ns often near the Arctic Circle, such as Archangel and Murmansk, and 
thronged W1th travell~rs fraught with the uncertainties of long-distance journeys. 
The temperature_ outside was about -15°C (5°F) and the temperature inside certainly 
not above freezmg. Suddenly we came on what must have been almost 100 
ma~cent pure white C. persicum growing in clay pots placed on the floor of the 
station concourse at the foot of the regulation bust of Lenin. Whatever one's notions 
of old-time Communism, the beauty and simplicity - dare one say purity? - of this 
(quite unguarded) _flor_al tribute in these particular circumstances was breath-taking. 

It would be fascmating to learn more about cyclamen of all kinds in present-day 
Russia and the new independent states. 

Tuber division 
Be~jamin Wilkes reports on propagation of C. hederifolium by cutting up tubers. He 
decided to use very young ones, conjecturing that they should respond well. In July 
he took dormant tubers of plants germinated in autumn 1995, ie in their second 
season. They were roughly 2-3cm (1 in) in diameter, with lots of roots and between 
three_ and ~ight embryonic pink leaf-stalks flat on top, coming from a single small 
growmg pomt. 

_Unable to have a gr~wing point with each segment, he reasoned that a segment 
with a pa:l of the groW1ng po1~t, and at least one leaf and some roots, might stand a 
chance. So he us~d a sharp k1tche~ knife to cut the tubers into two, three or rarely 
four parts, each tune carefully cutting through the growing point so as to leave at 
least one leaf with each segment, as well as a good quota of roots. 

'fl:e_cut surfaces were firm, white and fleshy, like potato - they even smelt faintly 
rem1111scent of potato. 

As it wa_s very hot weather _he coul?Jl't hope for immediate growth, so put the 
seg~ent~ mto polythene bags m the fndge for 28 days, checking them periodically; 
dunng this penod the cut flesh turned pink. 

On 17 A:ugust he potted them into a compost consisting mainly of rotted pine 
needles, Wlth whole needles on top, watered them well and put them outside, in the 
sha~e. The worst of the summer heat was past. and cyclamen in the garden were 
commgup. 

All t?e segments had healthy green leaves by the end of September, and grew on 
well with more leaves, not flagging even when temperatures fell to -5°C (23°F). 
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Naturalised C. repandum 
Thanks to Peter Revell for showing us a note by Len Margetts published in BSBJ 
News No 73, p46 (Sept 1996). Mr Margetts reviews records of C. repandurn 
naturalised in England, mainly in the South West. It is said to be abundant among 
young trees in quarried limestone on Berry Head near Brixham (Devon), though 
Mr Revell who has botanised there has never seen iL In Devon it is also found at 
Sharpitor just SW of Salcombe, and around Torquay (near Meadfoot Beach, off the 
B3199 near Hope's Nose: and a mile or so N of there, in woodland near Ansley's 
Cove). It was also reported some years ago in Comish woodland, both at Tehidy 
Country Park just N of Cam borne in Cornwall, and at Trelowan·en, off the B3293 SE 
of Helston (a very attractive spot, incidentally). In Somerset it is well naturalised in 
woods above Porlock (any coincidence that that is where our member Joan Loraine 
gardens?), and has been seen by the roadside at Stawley, off the B3227 W of 
Wiveliscombe (we can firmly recommend a meal at the Globe at nearby Appley to 
any member who goes in search). In Sun-ey it's said to be flourishing on a roadside 
bank in Ewhurst, and one plant has been spotted in a wood at Walton-On-Thames. 

C. hederifolium and C. coum are of course widely naturalised, deliberately and as 
garden or graveyard escapes. But it is interesting that Mr Margetts records that C. 
purpurascens has not been repo1ied in Btitain as a garden escape. Any offers? 

C. persicum cultivars 
In past years the trade press has reported an evident lack of quality in many of the 
pot-plant cyclan1en offered for pre-Christmas sale in garden centres. As one 
seasoned observer put it in print: "No sell-respecting grower would have had some 
of these plants in his own home for Ch1istmas!" The problem seems to be that today 
commercial cyclan1en are grown in batches of a few hundred plants by general 
nurserymen who don't fully understand their rather exacting cultural requirements, 
instead of the specialist growers who dominated the market a decade or so ago, and 
who turned out perfect plants by the thousand. Warning signs of poor cultivation by 
the grower include a marked contrast between large and small leaves of obviously 
different ages, leggy leaf or flower stems, and aborted buds close to the tuber. 

Once bought, pot-plant cyclamen face a more difficult environment in the home 
nowadays: central heating keeps homes wanner and drier than they used to be, and 
cyclan1en are not generally happy in a typical living room, going over all too quickly. 
(Putting them in a cool porch overnight can be a useful pick-me-up, or failing that a 
spell in a bucket covered with a damp cloth, put in a cool place.) The highly unifom1 
F1 cultivars tend anyway to have a short flowering life, as almost all have been bred 
to produce a single showy flush of flowers - unlike the more variable traditional 
varieties, which flower less intensively over a longer petiod. Moreover, cyclan1en 
breeders have been racing to shorten the growing period by producing vatieties 
which flower even more quickly - with the obvious 1isk that their flowers will also 
go over even more quickly. 

Although many continental growers add a small proportion of clay soil as a buffer 
to their predominantly soil-less cyclamen potting mixes, most pot-plant cyclamen 
sold here are in unbuffered peat-based composts. Graham Simpson tells us that for 
their second year after purchase (like many cyclamen enthusiasts, he prefers the 
small-flowered types - some of which, for example Sakata's Dart series, have been 
bred to stand warm conditions better) he moves them into his standard cyclamen 

39 



© Cyclamen Society
mix. This is a mixture of John Innes No 2, coarse grit and some fibrous material 
such as peat or sifted leafmould. In that and later years he finds them quite 
satisfactory in a cool greenhouse. He finds them able to sustain quite low 
temperatures - below 4°C or 5°C (40°F), though not for too long at a time. 

For good flowers, try to restart pot-plant C. persicum early enough to get leaves 
showing by September. They need fairly active photosynthesis to initiate flower 
buds, and from October onwards greenhouse light levels tend to be too low for bud 
initiation - cultivars which "miss the boat'' won't get enough light again till March, 
and probably won't flower till April. In general, C. persicum cultivars "mark time" at 
below about 10°C (50°F): the best temperature for bringing them into flower is 
around 12-15°C (around 55-60°F). 

Cyclamen Society cards 
In the J~ne 1997 issue of the Journal, we launched the first ever Society greetings 
card usmg the water colour by Jenny Brasier of 15 different forms of Cyclamen 
graecum printed in the Journal in December 1996. These have been well received 
both by members and by non-members buying them at various shows. The Society 
has decided therefore to add to its services to members by producing a 15 by 10cm 
(6in by 4in) postcard at an even lower price. The postcard will be based on the 
paintings of Cyclamen hederifolium (again by Jenny Brasier) which are reproduced 
in this issue of the Journal. They11 come in packs of 10 at the very reasonable price 
of £2.50 a pack (50p extra per order towards post and packaging). The postcards 
should be available in the New Year and an order form (covering both the greetings 
cards and the new postcards) is included with the Journal. 

The Society's thanks go to Committee member, Peter Jones, who is handling the 
distribution of these cards so efficiently. 

Seed and vermiculite 
Jacob Kenedy reports success using venniculite as a seed covering, with both C. 
hederifolium and C. coum. He soaked the seed first, either for 48 hours in cold water 
with a drop of washing up liquid, or for 10 to 15 minutes in hot water. He then 
sowed the seed on the surface of soil-free compost mixed with a little grit and sand 
and a pinch of powdered seaweed, and covered this with a layer of vermiculite 2.5 
cm (1 inch) thick. After watering, this thick layer completely excludes light from the 
seeds. 1\vo days after sowing, and again upon emergence, he watered with 
Huntingdon's compound to prevent damping off. 

He had nearly 100% germination with this method 0ess good results with silver or 
pewter leaf C. coum, but this seed was unreliable with other methods he tried, too). 
He says that the beauty of this method is that, while keeping ungenninated seeds in 
the dark, it gives emergent cotyledons immediate access to light, avoiding legginess 
and letting them photosynthesise straight away. 

Seed in Easy Grow 
Mrs Margaret Ibbs has found Easy Grow good for germinating cyclamen. It is an 
inert material consisting of small crystalline granules, about 2mm across, which 
seem to acquire a small charge of static electricity quite easily, and it comes in a 
wide range of colours ("can transform an uninteresting plant into a beautiful 
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coloured centre piece", says the blurb). It can absorb (and then slowly release) a 
massive amount of water. 

Mrs Ibbs thoroughly hydrates the granules, puts them in airtight plastic 
containers with the seeds, then stacks them in a dark cupboard in her north-facing 
porch and leaves them for weeks. Every now and then she checks them for 
germination, transferring any seedlings to John Innes No 1 compost in seed trays 
with small compartments, which she then keeps in a large unheated propagator in 
her greenhouse. She pots off the seedlings when they have two or three leaves, into 
shallow 5 cm (2 in) pots of the same compost, topped with grit. 

She has found this works with all obtainable species (except C. parvifl,orum which 
she has not yet tried). A remarkable point is that she has continued to get 
gennination for two years after sowing, from the same containers of Easy Grow -
without having to add anything to the granules in the meantime. 

Peat alternatives 
A Berkshire member reports discouraging results, using the peat-free J Arthur 
Bowers New Horizon Multi-Purpose Compost. In 1996 cyclamen transplanted into 
this compost tended to look unhappy, perking up when transferred to a 50/50 mix 
of John Innes No 1 and grit. This year he sowed cyclamen seed into the compost. 
Those seeds that did germinate looked very sickly and soon the young leaves 
damped off, though the young tubers survived long enough to be transplanted into 
the JI/ grit mix and are now growing quite happily. 

He thinks that the compost holds too much moisture to be really satisfactory for 
cyclamen growing in his hands - though no doubt others have found it suits them. 
Have other members experience of this or other non-peat alternatives? 

C. coum albissimum 
Stephen Blore reports that a seedling C. coum albissimum has appeared in his 
garden, among a patch of normal pink C. coum which are all self-sown. 111ere are no 
nearby C. coum album, and although he has C. coum albissimum raised from S3 
N88020B (was S3 N20B), all these plants are elsewhere. 

He has sent us a good colour photograph of the new seedling. It does have the 
faintest pink tinge in the nose but looks clearly albissimum rather than album. An 
important point is that its shiny leaves are well marbled - quite distinct from those 
of 'Golan Heights'. It appears to be an independent genetic break. 

A Faberge masterpiece 
A member reports that cyclamen formed a highlight of a recent exhibition at 
Wartski the London jeweller, entitled "One hundred tiaras: an evolution of style 
1880-1990". The masterpiece was a diamond and gold diadem in the form of an 
interlinked row of cyclamen flowers and leaves; in a nicely economical gesture, it 
can be removed from its frame to double as a necklace. It was designed by August 
Holmstrom, Carl Faberge's chief jewellery workmaster. 

She has also sent us a reproduction of an interesting Dutch School flower painting 
by Ambrosius Bosschaert the Elder - interesting because the cyclamen it includes 
appears to be the autumn-flowering C. hederifolium (distinct auricles, characte1istic 
leaves), although all the other flowers are spring ones. 
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Hardy cyclamen 

A recent series of messages on the lnlemet. on Alpine-L (the daily bulletin of the 
Electronic Rock Garden Society). reported people's experience with cyclamen 
outdoors in cold parts of N01th America. 

In Ontario, in Zone 4 of the USDA climate map (average winter lowest 
temperattu-es between -23 and -29°C, or -10 and -20°F). in a wind-swept garden with 
unreliable snow cover and regular mid-winter thaws, Kristi Walek finds both C. 
hederifolium and C. coum hardy, and knows they are also growing in bleak 
Minnesota. 

Again from Zone 4, Eel Glover of Mt Horeb in Wisconsin says that C. purpurascens 
is hardy for him. He has grown it on the east side of his house where he has had 
plants such as arisaema, trillium, hcpatica, asarnm and anemonella. It gets pretty 
full sun in the morning but is protected from the afternoon heal. Ed has added sand 
and gravel to the woodland-type soil for good drainage, along with gravel mulch. 
The enlire bed gets a layer of leaf/pine needle mulch for the winter: one benefit is 
that when he removes the mulch in the spiing there are usually quite a few 
cyclamen seedlings there, which seem to have genninated at around 5°C (40"F). 
Friends in his area have found that C. coum has nol survived in the open garden for 
them. 

In Zone 5b (usually down to -24"C, -10 or -12°F), Barbara van Achterberg of 
Easton, Connecticut has found Cyclamen hederifolium, C. purpurascens and their 
forms definitely hardy. But after several years, somelhing dug hers up in lhe winter 
and she lost them. so now grows these and other species in her frost-free alpine 
house, where she can enjoy lheir wonderful foliage all winter, and in the case of 
coum their long-lasting blooms. She finds they need semi-shade and cold winters, 
and puts their pots outside in shade from mid-May to mid-October. 

Panayoti Kelaidis of Denver Botanic Gardens, Colorado, writing after an October 
stonn U1at left 2 ft of snow on the ground, in an area notorious for its alternating 
very low temperatures and not sunshine, wrote as follows: 

After a number of years trying, and some goorl strokes of luck, I established good 
colonies of C. hederifolium, C. purpurascens 'Falrense· and quite a range of C. coum. 
I was lud.-y with the C. hederifolium to be able to plant them in generous drifts, as I 
was able to obtain the stock of several thousand healthy plants which a wholesale 
nursery was discarding, having decided that this was not a commercial crop for 
them. I was sufficiently enthused with these that seven or eight years or so ago. 
using seed from England, we planted out quite a few plants of five species in a 
variety of siles. C. graecum did not persist ouldoors. A few planls came through U1e 
first winter, bul perished thereafter. 

C. cilicium in quite a few different colour forms has been a great success: it comes 
into full bloom just as C. hederifolizmz passes over, a smaller, more delicate plant 
altogether with a much paler, more refined look about it. The pure white is lovely, 
but even the pink forms are somehow rather ghostly. It seems lo do as well in a 
scree (crevice garden, actually, alongside Diascia 'Wendy', a host of kabschias and 
androsaces) as it does in a peat bed. 

C. pseudibericum has become a personal favourite: the Dower is a vibrant 
carmine-red, and qujte large. It blooms as C. coum finishes in Ap1il, and has very 
thick, attractively speckled leaves. It has established in peat beds, a woodland 
garden and a shady crevice garden with equal vigour. I wouldn't want to be without 
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this one. 
C. trochopteranthum is very small, but has none the less persisted where l plant it. 

H has flowers on very short stems, in March and April, strangely whirled. It gets 
bigger each year. . 

C. mirabile has been a disappointment: although still alive, my seedlings are not 
prospering as I would like. Last year I had a number of flowers, but this y~ar not a 
one. It's hard to believe that this year could have been too wet or cold for 1t, but C. 
purpurascens 'Fratrense' did bloom almosl two months later than previous years, so 
I hope there will be a change in their fortunes. . 

Reproduced with permission from and thanks lo the authors, and Alpu~e-L. The 
Editor enjoys Alpine-L very much; it's full of interest, with anyone from the 
humblest beginner to many of lhe world's greatest alpine garden experts joining in. 
To join the (free) Electronic Rock Garden Society and subscribe to Alpine-L, send 
the following email to listserv@nic.sminet.nl 

subscribe alpine-L YOUR NAME, PlACE COUNTRY MINTEMP SOCIETIES 

In the above command, put your own details instead of the words in capital letters. A 
typical example might be: 

subscribe alpine-LJane Smith. Kent England-SC Cyc Soc AGS 

Important: use your own name not your email designation; you must include the 
comma after your name but nowhere else; it's OK to have a space after that conuna. 

A note on Cyclamen kusnetzovii 

Brian Mathew 

An enquiry to Graham Simpson, the Secretary to our Panel of Experts, drew 
attention to a little-known name, Cyclamen kusnetzovii. There is, in facl, a nole about 
the species in the report of the Cyclamen Society's Conference in 1978 which 
records a talk by R D Meikle. "Some Notes on Cyclamen". He states that "I know 
nothing about C. kusnetzovii Kotov & Czernova from Belog~rsk in the Crim~a, but it 
clearly belongs to the 'coum complex"'; equally dearly, he did know somethmg! 

The species was, in fact, described by the Russian bol~nists 1".1 ~ Kotov ~ N M 
Czernova in the Flora RS S Ucraine 8: 521 (1958). The vital statistics are given as 
(translated from the la tin): 

Tuber subglobose, 2-2.5 cm long and 2.5-3 cm wide. Leaf lamina broadly ovate, 
3-3.5 cm long and wide, profoundly "sinuate" at the base (ie with a deep sinus), 
remotely and finely toothed on the margin, white-blotched (spotted) above, violet 
beneath; stalk 10-15 cm long. Flowers scented ("flores odoii"); corolla pale rose or 
white, lobes (petals) ovate, 10-16 mm long, 8-10 mm wide, dark lilac bl~tched at the 
base and provided with three snipes in the Lube; filaments hardly chlated at the 
base, anthers yellow, white and verrucose on the backs; style short, ovary globose. 
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reddish-hairy. Capsule globose, ca. 1 cm in diameter, with 5-8 recurving teeth at 
dehiscence; seeds semi-globose, angular, minute. Flowering February-March. 

The type specimen was gathered in Tauria (Crimea) in the district of Bjelogorski, 
in woods near Russkoje in 1955 by Czernova, Krylova & Novossiltzeva and is now 
housed in the Herbarium of the Ukraine Academy of Sciences. 

Most of the above description fits in well with C. coum, and an illustration which I 
tracked down in a later journal (Opred. Vyssh. Rast. Kryma) shows a very convincing 
C. coum. The authors pick out two factors which they consider significant 
differences from C. coum: the allegedly larger flowers and the fact that they are 
scented. 

Clearly it would be interesting to observe the Crimean populations of cyclamen to 
see why the authors of C. kusnetzovii thought it worth describing as a separate 
species, but it seems that one should not be too hopeful of anything very distinctive. 
It was presumably named after the celebrated Russian botanist Nicolai lvanovitch 
Kusnezow (1864-1932), although there are several others less well known who 
share this surname. 

Cyclamen on Lesbos 

John Reeve 

I visited Lesbos (Lesvos), the third-largest island of Greece, in October 1996, 
staying for two weeks in the town of Mithimna (Molivos). It is very good walking 
country, among the olive groves. One small grove was carpeted with thousands of 
Sternbergia lutea - a sea of gold. TI1ickets of Clematis cirrhosa in full flower 
scrambled over boundary walls and bushes, adding to the autumn colour. However, 
I found no cyclamen near Mithinma. 

From the coach on a conducted trip to the southern mountain town of Agiassos I 
saw cyclamen, probably C. graecum, festooning the roadside slopes in unimaginable 
numbers, ribbons of pink of eve1y shade as far as you could see. Even the tour guide 
remarked that the pink "kyklarnies" were flowering early, because of early rains in 
September. The steep road made the coach so slow in places that I could spot some 
outstanding plants, including very dark cerise forms; and l remember some excellent 
plants among rocks near the junction with the Mithimna-Mitilini road. 

In the north, Skala Sikaminea is a picturesque fishing village with a little white 
chapel on a rock in the harbour, and the village square dominated by a venerable 
oriental plane tree. Here I found a considerable number of C. hederifolium on rising 
ground behind a small olive grove yards from the beach on the track heading west 
out of the village, TI1e flowers covered a wide range of pinks and of petal shapes, 
and were scented. Catching a surprising glimpse of white, l found one 
white-flowered plant - not a pure album as it had a cerise nose, but a joy all the 
same. Another site for C. hederifolium was just outside the seaside resort of Petra (a 
little south of Mithimna). Here most of the plants were on the sides of the 
steep-sided dried-up water courses that dominate the area - again a wide variety of 
colours and of petal forms, and again scented. 

Lesbos is a beautiful green tree-covered island, Greece at its very best, quiet, with 
just a touch of sophistication (yes, they do take plastic!). I look forward to my 
return. 
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Cyclamen Society Conference 1997 
This was held on 1-2 November at the TSB Training Centre, Telford, organised by 
Vic and Janet Aspland, and attended by members from all over Gre~t Britain - and 
even one from Denmark. This Conference was the best attended m many years, 
with 53 delegates sitting down to the (!inner on Saturday night. The Centre_ ~s-an 
excellent place for a conference of this size, with good lecture and sh_ow fac1hties, 
comfortable and spacious bedrooms, enjoyable food, a good low-pnced bar, an 
extensive range of leisure facilities, and friendly and efficient staff who really 
showed an interest. At the AGM a decision in principle was reached to try to book 
the same place for the 1998 Conference (see p35). . . 

On the evening before the official opening, Chri~ Clennett gave a fa~~na~g 
overview of his two years' taxonomic research mto cyclamen, explammg m 
particular his study of pollen grains. His work reveals that, magnified enormously, 
these show some clear differences between species. Although all cyclan1en have 
rather similarly shaped pollen grains, more or less spherical, there are subtle shape 
va1iations as there are in the texture of the surface - perhaps sometimes as helpful 
in differe~tiating between taxa and in showing alliances between them as variations 
in leaf or flower shape. 

More significantly, there are variations in the number of pores in_ the pollen 
grain's hard outer surface or skin - significant, in that Chris reckons this to mark a 
substantial species-level distinction, and to represent ~uite '.111 obstacle ~o 
cross-fertilisation. For instance, while C. cyprium and C. libanoticum (and their 
hybrid C. x wellensieki1) have three pores, some C. pseudibericum have four, setting 
it further apart from these others than many botai:iist~, impressed by t~e e_xternal 
sinillarities between C. libanoticum and C. pseudibencum, have been mclined to 
think. C. coum has four pores, but C. parviflorum has only three. which with other 
differences makes Chris consider these entirely distinct from each other - the 
apparent similarities arising because they have evolved to exist und~r br~adly 
sinillar conditions. The fact that C. parvijl.orum has fewer pores makes rt unlikely 
that it has evolved from C. coum, as a change in the number of pollen pores seems 
to be a one-way process - evolution may bring an increase, but probably not a 
decrease. On the other hand it does seem likely that the distinctive Iranian plants 
often referred to as elegans have evolved from C. coum, as 60% of pollen samples he 
has examined have five pores. He would say that this difference in pore number 
together with other distinctions separates these plants firmly enough to rank them 
as a separate species. . . 

His studies indicate that cyclan1en are not well adapted for cross-pollination by 
wind, as the pollen grain pores are relatively large - by contrast, ¥1"asses have very 
small apertures, making the pollen less likely to dry out on the wrnd. However, the 
grains do not have the spikes and protuberances, easily attaching to insects, which 
mark the pollen of typical insect-pollinated flowers. Although most cyclamen are 
sell-fertile the pollen of an individual flower tends to ripen and fall before that 
flower's stigma has become stickily receptive, making self pollination less likely. All 
these slightly contradictory factors leave int.Jiguing questions about cyclamen's 
usual pollination mechanism. 

We hope for a fuller report on these and other aspects of Chris Clennett's 
research in a forthcoming issue of the journal. 

This was followed by a delightful slide presentation by Melvyn Jope, which acted 
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as a laster for his .fuller presentation on Sunday of the Society's Expedition lo 
Kithira. Trevor Wiltshire then showed some lovely slides of plants flowering this 
autumn in SW Turkey, retracing the steps of U1e Society's spring Expedition there 
when he'd seen these particular plants in leaf - C. hederifolium, C. graecum, 
interesting monocots. Vic Aspland then entertained us with slides of some of the 
more amusing and memorable moments of the Society's Expedition to Tw·key. We 
thought that must top the evening off, but Trevor had another treat in store, rattling 
through a truly amazing se1ies of slides showing part of the collection of 600 
modem and more or less historic C. persicum cultivars maintained by the Dutch 
nurseryman. K Sahin. in substantial samples (usually 100 of each), to back up his 
ambitious breeding programme. He reported that Mr Sahin is now deeply involved 
in inter-specific crosses using laboratory embryo rescue techniques along the lines 
of those previously described by Hiroshi lshizaka in this journal (Dec 1995). 

111e main lecture, on Saturday evening, was Christopher Grey-Wilson's lucid and 
often witty exposition of ilie taxonomic treatment of cyclamen which he has set out 
in his new book. Kit left none of us in any doubt about the detail of his reasoning 
(though Uiat does not necessaiily make it any easier for all of us to take to some 
unfamiliar names for familiar old friends), and he raised a great many points of 
interest. 

He repeatedly emphasised the normally underplayed importance of leaf shape as 
a diagnostic tool, for instance the relatively long leaves of C. cilicium as opposed to 
the round leaves of C. intaminatum and the notched or scalloped leaves of C. 
mirabile; the broad leaves of C. libanoticum. compared with ilie finely scalloped 
ones of C. Pseudibericum (he believes these two to be very closely related): the long 
thin pointed leaves of C. creticum, against the rounded shape of C. balearicum, and 
the scalloping of C. repandum, with subsp. rhodense tending to be larger and 
coarser, subsp. pe/oponnesiacum perhaps more truncated; underlying the wide 
range of leaf shapes in C. coum is the tendency of subsp. coum to be round and often 
as wide as long, while subsp. caucasicum is more oval, often scalloped, its veins 
venting in a dip on the leaf edge, and elegans has more pointed and more decidedly 
scalloped leaves, the veins ending in a tooth on the leaf edge. In C. parviflorum, the 
very small rounded leaves of plants found at high altitudes contrast with the bigger 
more pointed ones found lower down - one of the differences leading him to 
distinguish these as separate varieties. Differences in leaf shape are again a partial 
ingredient in his support for letswaart's splitting of C. graecum into three 
subspecies, with notched leaves an important feature of plants Ietswaart 
distinguishes as subsp. anatolicum (the notches becoming more prominent as the 
leaves get bigger), and pointed leaves with some lobing common in his subsp. 
candicum. 

In all this, Kit reminded us of the good taxonomic working rule that what matters 
is the appearance of 90% of the plants in a population, rather than the 10% awkward 
customers that are different- pay no attention to those. 

He reckons that C. cyprium would reward more investigation, as more variations 
in it are coming into cultivation; C. roh{fsianum is another species that is turning 
out to be much more variable ilian was previously thought. C. africanum has 
several question-marks hanging over it, and needs study: Kit is sure that many 
plants in cultivation as C. africanum are in fact hybrids between it and C. 
hederi/olium, though there may well be two distinct types of the species. (Kit also 
reckons that many plants labelled C. pseudibericum roseum or C. Pseudibericum 
album are in fact hybrids with C. libanoticum: and that hybrids between C. 
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trochopteranthum and C. coum are much commoner than one would think, with the 
shuttlecock-shaped flower, its petals angled halfway between the parents', a 
give-away.) 

Populations of C. hederifolium found in Sicily, on the toe of Italy, on the Mani 
peninsula of the Peloponnese, on Crete and some other southern Greek islands 
such as Zakinthos have thicker leaves than nomial, on much thicker stalks arising 
more directly from the tuber, and are commonly heavily scented; these Kit has 
named var. confusum, though he is not yet entirely convinced that iliey form a single 
taxon (the very large mouth of Mani flowers is distinctive). He finds iliem quite 
distinct from C. africamm1, with their leaves feeling different to the touch, and the 
stalks rising just to the side of the tuber rather than coming straight up. On the 
morning following his talk. many members could be seen peering closely at and 
sometimes fingering several (unlabelled as such, but quite distinctive) confusum 
plants in the Show - and at a couple of plants iliat seemed to fall into Kit's "hybrids 
masquerading as C. africammz" category. 

Since publication of his earlier Kew monograph, Kit has seen many more 
herbarium specimens and some live plants of the !axon he now accepts as C. 
colchicum. Almost wholly evergreen, and needing moistw·e all year, it has thick 
leaves with a rough horny feel to its beaded edge, and with more open lobes at the 
base compared to the overlapping lobes of C. purpurascens's more rounded leaves; it 
occurs in a limited area separated by over a thousand miles from the normal range 
of C. purpurascens and cliffers from that species in several other ways. 

Kit pointed out that differences in a single characteristic such as flower colour. 
while often fascinating to gardeners, are of no interest Lo botanists and taxonomists: 
it is for plants vaiying in this way that the rank of fonna is appropriate. Aliliough 
evervone from Kit himself (in his earlier Kew monograph) lo the Cyclamen Society 
in ail its publications have been using this rank infonnally for some years to 
distinguish white forms of cyclamen as album, this name has previously been 
published formally and validly for only a couple of species. To tidy things up, Kil has 
now formally published forma names for all the missing whites: he briefly ran 
ilirough his reasons for putting up names other than the familiar album (prefelTing 
to recycle old discarded species names instead). 

There seemed universal approval in his audience for his criticism of the practice 
of naming cultivars which do not breed reasonably true: he said that they should 
come at least 80% true from seed, iliough with some alleged cultivars you might be 
lucky to get 2%. He strongly supported the use of the word Group (as in Nymans 
Group or Bowles Apollo Group) to de.fine plants which are not identical and as in 
the last two cases may not be the same as the original cultivars of those names, but 
which are nevertheless readily identifiable. 

His lecture, well illustrated with carefully chosen slides, was extremely 
stimulating, with plenty of food for thought: a real reward for all who had come to 
the Conference. 

On Sunday morning Brian Mathew whetted our appetites for the report he has 
promised for the June Jounial with a delightfully illustrated talk on ilie Society's C. 
trochopteranthum Expedition to south-west Turkey, in spring 1997. He concentrated 
on the phytogeographic aspects - the environments in which the Expedition found 
this cyclamen and its typically MeditetTanean companion plants. So far it seems that 
inland north of Antalya, towards Lake Egirdir (where they found the species further 
north and further east than previously known), the plants seem to have more 
pointed leaves, more generally heart-shaped, than those to the south-west which 
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have rounder leaves. However at least one further Expedition and probably more 
will be needed to answer the question of whether these types merge into one 
another or are quite separate. 

Melvyn Jope then gave a richly illustrated account of the Kithira trip (see p49), 
and Vic Asp land a presentation on the fate of Expedition collected plants (see p55). 
Despite this exhausting programme, the AGM went off with a swing, and all 
departed after a final enjoyable lunch well satisfied with this very successful 
Conference. A number of trips to local sights were sneaked into gaps in the 
programme, including an interesting tour around the cyclamen growing areas at 
nearby Ashwood Nurseries. 

Cyclamen hederifolium 
The two beautiful paintings by Jenny Brasier show some variations in that 
immensely variable species, C. hederifolium, one flower and one leaf of each. All are 
from plants in the collections of Peter Moore and Melvyn Jope. 

Of the named cultivars, 'Silver Cloud', (Plate I, 1) is a selection by Phil Cornish, its 
pink flowers set off charmingly against cleanly shaped leaves of an even silver. In 
the garden it shows up particularly brightly among other C. hederifolium, and a high 
proportion of seedlings come true. Pollen from this selection may be responsible for 
some other quite different all-silver forms which are now cropping up in cultivation 
- see for example Plate II, 2. 'Ellen Corker' (Plate II, 4) is Chris Clennett's 
distinctive album, originally picked out by him nearly 20 years ago for the subtle 
pink around the flower's nose. Seedlings from this strain need careful roguing to 
keep to type, but usually have a neater habit of growth than many. Before Chris 
named the plant for his grandmoti1er, it was briefly and informally refe1Ted to as 
Artemis. However, 'Artemis' (Plate I, 5) is Peter Moore's white-flowered selection 
from Bowles Apollo Group plants. 111is selection's distinctive leaf markings tend to 
be pewter rather than the usual silver, and this balances the white flowers better; 
the leaves may show the pink flush which is at least an occasional feature of Bowles 
Apollo Group. 

The two examples of var. confusum (Plate II, 3 and 5) show the characteristically 
thick strong leaf stems of this lush southern variety. The rather small central silver 
marking on the example from the Greek island of Lefkada is also found among 
many plants of this variety in the southern Peloponnese, but its near-white flower is 
much less common: the very large deeply coloured flower of the other plant is more 
the rule on the Peloponnese, where most populations of this variety seem to be 
quite strongly and sweetly scented. The Lefkada plant has been found to have a 
chromosome count of 211~68, confirming its tetraploid appearance. 

The Peloponnese plant with its very distinctive silver centre spreading web-like 
along the veins to the edge of the leaf may also be a confusum; its appearance 
certainly suggests as much. The scented-flowered plant from Galatas (Plate II, 1) 
and the three Leonidi plants are from further north. Of these, Plate II, 6 shows a 
plant, collected on the Society's 1993 Expedition, whose distinctive silver leaf has a 
delicate pink flush; perhaps selection from among its seedlings may eventually 
produce a true-breeding strain. 

Plate I, 4 shows the plant which was labelled GJ at the Society's Telford Show; its 
bold leaves uniformly marked in this striking pattern attracted a great deal of 
attention. 
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Cyclamen hederifolium 

1. 'Silver Cloud' 
2. From near Leonidi, E Peloponnese 
3. From near Leonidi, E Peloponnese 
4. Chance seedling selected by Peter Moore 
5. 'Artemis' 
6. From Petrina, S E Peloponnese 

Painted by Jenny Brasier 
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Cyclamen hederifolium 

1. From Galatas, N E Peloponnese 
2. Chance seedling selected by Helena Wiesner 
3. var. confusum from Lefkada 
4. 'Ellen Corker' 
5. var. confusum from Mani, S Peloponnese 
6. CSE 93157 from near Leonidi, E Peloponnese 

Painted by Jenny Brasier 

Expedition to Kithira, 11-26 April 1997 

Melvyn Jope 

Following extensive research into Cyclamen creticum, with three expeditions in 
successive years to Crete and one to Karpathos, the Research and Exploration 
Sub-Committee decided that it would be logical to see i£ that species or C. repandum 
ssp. peloponnesiacum could be found on Kithira, the principle land mass between 
the Peloponnese and Crete. 

The following extract from the Flora of Kithira by Dr Yiannitsaros was also a 
persuasive factor. "Between the flora of Kithira and the flora of the neighbouring 
Peloponnese and the island of Crete exists a close relation. So the flora of Kithira is 
a link between these two areas". 

The team chosen was Melvyn Jope, Peter Moore and Hilary Temple. The timing 
of the trip was based on past experience in the Peloponnese as Kithira is just 15km 
south of the eastern peninsula of the Peloponnese. 

On the day of our anival in Athens (we flew by Olympic airways on Friday and 
then caught the early morning domestic flight to Kithira on Saturday) we met 
George Handrinos and had further discussions regarding the sites on Kithira which 
he recommended visiting. He had already advised that Faraggi Kakis Langadas, the 
"Big Gorge", was very rich botanically, and that the smaller island of Antikithira 
would also be interesting, but advised against going there because of the 
uncertainty about getting back. 

As soon as we arrived at Kithira and checked into our accommodation at Livadi 
we took a walk around the area to get better acquainted with the local flora. First 
in1pressions were the extraordinary numbers of orchids particularly Orchis italica 
and a very impressive Serapias sp. probably Serapias vomeracea. Our walk took us 
past the ruins of the English school and we very soon found C. hederifolium in large 
numbers, and a few C. graecum. 

Feeling much encouraged, we decided to travel n01th to Agia Anastassia and 
found a site which looked very promising - all the right signs, the location, 
companion plants etc, but once again large number of C. hederifolium and a few C. 
graecum, but no C. creticum or C. repandum. This exercise was repeated several 
tinles at Milopotamus (an ideal C. creticum site), the Big Gorge and Kato Livadi, all 
with the sanie result. 

We were then introduced to Stavros Emmanuel, a biologist living in the town of 
Kythira Hora. He said that he thought he had seen C. creticum on the road lo Muni 
Agias Elessis. After a diligent search nothing was found of this species, although C. 
graecum and the beautiful Tulipa goulimii were found in great numbers. 

We were now reaching the conclusion that if any of the Cyclamen repandum group 
were present on the island, then we were unlikely to find them because we had 
already visited the most likely locations. The two species growing on the island 
were very numerous. As might be expected C. graecum was found in the more 
exposed areas - near the airport for example, and by the coast at Kapsali. C. 
hederifolium favoured the more sheltered places, with deciduous trees and in many 
cases running water. 

It was considered that the Society's resources would be better utilised by going to 
the Peloponnese, and continuing studies of C. repandum ssp. peloponnesiacum. On 
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18 April we took the fen)' from Agia Pelagia to Githio and the following day studied 
t~e populations at Petrina and Spartia. Two very distinct plants which looked very 
hke C. repandum ssp. rlzodense were found in this area. 

It now began to feel more like a Society Expedition with surveys being 
undertaken, rather than the frustration of days of fruitless searching. During this 
second phase further studies took place at Artemissia (between Sparta and 
Kalamata), Sai'dona and between Karavouni and Milia. A single plant was also found 
by the roa~ from Acropoli to Githio thus extending the easterly and southerly range 
of the species beyond that surveyed on previous expeditions. 

ll is of course somewhat disappointing to spend considerable time and effort when 
the goal constantly eludes you, but we are now confident that unless they grow in 
isolated or inaccessible pockets the Cyclamen repandum group is not represented 
on Kithira. Stavros Emmanuel has promised to get in touch immediately if he ever 
finds them. 

Kithira - A personal view 

Hilary Temple 

This expedition was a double first time for me, first time on a Society's Expedition 
and first visit to Greece in the Spring. I had been well briefed as to what to expect on 
a Society Expedition, but nothing could really brief me for the splendour of the 
Grecian spring. 

We arrived at the very comfortable Hotel Hera in Athens while there was still 
daylight, so when I looked out of the window (fourth floor) there across the roof 
tops opposite was the Parthenon - the symbol of ancient Greece. 

This was the first of the many buildings which punctuated our hunt for cyclamen 
of the repandum group. Though none was as old as the Parthenon. there was a 
timelessness about the little churches hidden in the flower-strewn fields which gave 
a sense of continuous contact with things deeper and beyond the mundane. The 
church of the Panagia (Virgin Mary) to which we waded waist-deep in geraniums 
contained superb frescoes which included St George on a particularly splendid 
horse. TI1ere were many others, some of which we could not enter, but best of all 
was U1e church of St Demetrius south-west of Livadi. We had first seen this from 
high above when searching, in vain, for spring-flowering cyclan1en near the 
monaste1y of St Elessi. It is really a group of chapels, each dedicated to a different 
saint. The effect from outside is somehow organic and can best be described bv 
thinking of a cluster of sempervivums. Inside it was rich with frescoes which we 
were able lo see only because an expert from the Byzantine Museum in Athens was 
visiting, and the church was opened for her. She explained how in the Byzantine 
tradition the saints were always depicted in a set way that lasted for hundreds of 
years. She could tell from a fragment which each was, not just by attributes, such as 
the keys of St Peter, but by the way the face was painted. 

Other buildings I recall with pleasure were the bell tower in Milopotamos, the 
Venetian fort just beyond that town wiU1 the lion of Venice on the door above the 
Latin motto "Peace to you, Mark my Evangelist", and all of Chora (Kithira Town). 
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TI1is is a delightful small town with narrow streets, strictly one way only, but with a 
handsome square dominated by no less than two banks. On the seaward side is the 
fort. Some of the buildings and most of the outside walls, well supplied with cannon, 
are still standing. This fort overlooks Kapsali bay, and on the far side of that lies a 
building whose purpose initially completely baffled us. It consists of a series of 
rooms or sheds with fireplaces round a large overgrown courtyard. lt has not been 
used for a long time. later we learned it was a milita1y hospital built during the 
period in the early 19th century when the island was occupied by "England". The 
"English" school, on top of a hill near Livadi also belongs to that period. It was built 
for the local people, not as a school for the English language. 

In Athens George Hand.Jinos, who has helped so much in getting our CITES 
permits, joined us for dinner and we all enjoyed his company. His personal 
speciality is birds; later we noticed with pleasure his name on books for sale, in 
English and Greek. In Kithira we stayed in the Hotel Aposperides in Llvadi. which 
was excellently run by Iannis and his Dutch wife fniga. Iniga, who took a great 
interest in our activities, introduced us to Stavros Emmanuel. a local teacher 
and botanist, who coached her eldest son. Mr Emmanuel was sure he had seen 
a spring-flowering cyclamen near Moni St Elessis which prompted our hunt 
there. 

This hunt was the most frustrating of those we did in Kithira. Because Mr 
Emmanuel had seemed so ce1tain we patiently covered the ground all round the 
monaste1y. Pait was slightly wooded and so not, perhaps, completely unlikely but 
much was high, bare, stony ground yielding little of botanical interest and certainly 
no spring-flowering cyclamen. However, since this was the most definite clue we 
were given we did it thoroughly - somewhat like the police searching a scene of 
crime. Otherwise our main efforts had been directed towards river beds -
sometimes down very steep and rocky slopes amply supplied with fierce, thorny 
shrubs and sharp edges for unwary legs. Discretion being l11e better pa1t of valour, I 
did not hesitate to revert to four legs to negotiate the trickier bits when necessary. 
At other times it was just a long walk down on more or less clear paths, with an even 
longer walk up. In most cases, there was no river at the encl, only diy bed which 
showed no sign of recent flow. 

When, having decided reluctantly that we could not find spring-flowering 
cyclamen on Kithi.ra, we went to the Peloponnese, we again stayed in memorable 
places. Here my companions' previous visits had clearly helped, and I count myself 
fortunate to have stayed in Lela's Taverna in Karclainili with her superb cooking, but 
even more, perhaps, to have met Youla who with her mother, made us so welcome 
in Githio. Their generosity and serenity is something 1 will never forget. Perhaps 
the gastronomic high spot was the bowl of delicious bean soup which we had in a 
cafe at the top of the pass over the Taigetos range, looking through the pine trees at 
Mt Profitis Dias while we ate. 

Al] these things were lovely to remember, but without doubt what I will treasure 
most is the wonderful flowers. ll started with the drive from Kithira airpoti when 
Peter and Melvyn were busy spotting a great variety of plants. This was my first 
experience of their ability to identify a range of species "on the wing". 1 just looked 
and enjoyed the colours. Pink and white cistus contrasting with poppies of a deep, 
deep red were everywhere. 

On our first walk after reaching Livadi, we went up the hill to the English school 
(now used only by goats) and saw leaves of Cydamen hedenfolium and graecum, a 
variety of orchids and asphodel in profusion, among otl1er interesting plants. 
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On the following days as we drove, and walked, round the island we saw lots of 

other lovely things, a clump of beautiful arum lilies by an old wash place, fields 
yellow with a small wild chrysanthemum (even if I knew a name it has probably 
changed again!), other areas stained purple with vetch, an exquisitely scented rose 
by an old well, the bank by the river in Milopotamos so thick with hederifolium 
leaves a casual glance would think it ivy, poppies of different shades of red, 
anemones and wild tulips. The list goes on and on. 

However, lovely as Kithira was, the Peloponnese was even better. Quite quickly 
we found U1e C. repandum subsp. peloponnesiacum we had come for, mostly at the 
edges of or in light woods, pools of pink echoing memories of primrose woods, but 
also in some surprisingly dry places, usually where Quercus coccifera provided some 
shade, but even in an apparently shadeless spot on the sunny side of the road. 
Seeing the plants in their natural setting with their variations was wonderful. I also 
feel I will find it easier to grow them successfully in future. 

The first site we surveyed, on the road to Petrina, is the one I remember with the 
greatest pleasure, perhaps because it was the first It was also the one where I was 
introduced to one of the downsides of expedition work - the careful fonn-filling, 
dimensions, colour shade, leaf type etc, conscious all the time that there could be no 
going back to fill in an omission or correct an anomaly. I found this tedious, as I an1 
sure most people do, but was glad that it was something of value that could be done 
without previous experience. 

What I had not expected was the glory of the wild rock garden - the roadsides 
were ablaze with pink, white, mauve and yellow. Mostly familiar low-growing 
flowers, but I noted especially the taller Euphorbia rigida which was outstanding not 
only for its colow· but also because its more solid form added shape to the overall 
picture. I must also mention ilie Judas trees, cyclamen pink, providing a wonderful 
contrast whether seen against blue sky or grey, or against dark trees. 

Cistus was not as dominant as on Kithira, and there was less asphodel, which to 
me had become the floral symbol of the island. Another difference was that the 
purple fields of vetch noted earlier were replaced with even larger ones of magenta 
geraniums. When we went back to Kithira to return home ilie cistus was already 
going over and though many of the common flowers seen on the Peloponnese were 
there, I looked in vain for the lovely pink Saponaria calabrica which had especially 
caught my eye along the verges the other side of the water. 

Even to this non-botanist on a sho1t visit, it was stiiking to find such unexpected 
and possibly significant differences in the flora in two places which are separated by 
only a short stretch of water. 

On our last day in Kithira we found one more likely spot and drove down a track 
which led to little fields and eventually a river bed. Still no repandum. It did however 
emphasise how lucky I was to be with a driver like Peter. However narrow the road 
or sharp the bends, I never felt a moment's unease. I would also like to say how 
much I admired Melvyn's rock-climbing ability. This, combined with an uncanny 
knack of spotting something interesting at long range, led to some remarkable feats. 
I felt he had perhaps developed an affinity to the local goats. 

The last pleasure was our return flight in the little high-winged plane which 
connects Kiiliira witl1 Athens airport. From this one can really see what is below, 
"ilie mid-sea blue or the shore-sea green" of the Mediterranean, and even identify 
places visited. 

I am very grateful to the Society for giving me this opportunity to learn so much 
about how and where some species of cyclamen grow in the wild. 
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The season 

In summary, England away from the extreme South West has had another relatively 
dry season, with d1y soil, and trees and shrubs in many places showing signs of 
stress. To put some detail on this, May continued ilie unusually warm spring, with 
some rain (quite a lot in places, particularly in the western half of tl1e country, and in 
some parts of ilie North); but ilie North East was rather cold and changeable until 
towards ilie end of the monili. Many people had a damaging frost on 24 May, 
following the one in late April. 

111e summer continued pretty wet with very variable temperatures in the South 
West and neighbouring parts of the Cotswolds, where June was a cold slow monili 
for some. But this area was very much the exception. In most of England, 
particuJarly in the East and South East, it's been one of U1e driest summers on 
record, very sunny, though strong north-east winds often held temperatures down, 
with east coast sea mists. 111e Midlands and North had some cool wet spells in 
June, and people right across the country had some extremely heavy thundery 
downpours in mid or late July and in the first three weeks of August, when some 
places were intensely hot and humid. In early September there was a widespread 
cool spell, dull and in most areas wet, but except for pa1ts of ilie West Country the 
second half of the month was exceptionally warm, still and dry. 

The seed harvest was railier early, and many found that seed crops of 
autumn-flowering species were below aver-dge - particularly for C. graecum and C. 
rohlfsianum. C. coum seemed to do as well as normal, as did spring-flowering 

Grower profile 
171is year Mike and Mary Saunders, two of our West Country growers. have moved to a 
site within four miles of the S Devon coast, 245 m (800 ft) up - very different climate. 
though only about 20 miles from their old home. Al limes when the valley below is clear or 
raining, they may be in low cloud, often experiencing moist winds that seem to drift in off 
the sea when there's a westerly air flow. 

In June they dismantled their large glasshouse for the move, and put all their stock plants 
from their deep beds into temporary pots (or old compost bags in the case of some 
venerable C. graecum and C. africa1111m tubers whose diameter. over 30 cm (12 in) ruled 
out pots). Their younger seedling plants were of course already potted. \l{hile the 
greenhouse was being put up the mainly dormant plants spent a month in a big cattle shed, 
getting no sun (this did not seem lo affect later flowering). C. purpurasce,is came into 
flower in the shed, and were moved out to daylight as they did. The shed proved ideal for 
gem1ination. By the time the plants could be moved back into the re-erected greenhouse at 
the end of June, many of the seedling plants were showing signs of growth with leggy 
leaves, but were otherwise unharn1ed by their incarceration. 

The Saunders's soil is sandy on top of clay with flints, with good drainage where there is 
a good depth of topsoil. They have nearly three hectares (six acres) of very steep ancient 
semi-natural woodland, mainly beech and oak with some ash, with layers of leafmould over 
pure sand, carpeted with bluebells in spring, with deer and other wildlife. 171ey have 
planted C. hedenfolium. C. coum, C. graecum, C. africanum and C. persicum in various 
parts of the wood, and plan to try a wide range of other species there, especially C. 
repandum. Because of the move it's too soon for them to give much information on the 
effect of the season on their outdoor plants. So far in the glasshouse the main difference 
from their previous site seems to be the much better underlying drainage, which may 
account for the lack of botrytis - previously sometimes a problem for them. 
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species for most growers: seed crops from C. purpurascens outdoors seemed to 
depend on the liming of any rain people had. with this species giving excellent crops 
when there had been significant early summer rain. C. purpurascens has not 
flowered well for many this year, though; even plants that had plenty of flowers 
tended to lose them more quickly than usual. Some found it started into growth late, 
and others found that the first plants of this species to flower were those in the 
deepest shade - the reverse of the usual pattern. 

The hot/cold/hot cycle of summer weather in most places started many species 
into growth, or stimulated flowering, earlier than usual, though to confuse things 
thoroughly some plants that were not started off in the first cold spell ended up 
starting late. There have been several reports of C. hederifolium and C. graecum 
flowering even as early as June (certainly by the time of the autumn show al Telford 
very few people had flowering plants of these species to show), with white-flowered 
C. hederifolium often earlier than pink. Stewart Richards had some island forn1s of 
C. hederifolium flowering exceptionally early, though these are usually the last of all 
to flower for him. People in the drier more southern areas have generally found the 
species has had a shorter flowering season than usual in open sites, and/or 
commented that in such sites its leaves are less full and pleasing than those in 
shelter and shade. Although it's possible that the previous winter was less 
satisfaclo1y than usual for building up this species, several growers suggest that the 
damage may have been done by either downpours and cold nights in June (a 
problem too for silver-leafed C. coum) or perhaps the ve1y hot humid spell later in 
summer. One grower lost her two largest plants, both whites, self-sown into a stony 
area some 35 years ago, and others have had losses or poor growth. The species 
has performed as well as usual for most of those lucky growers who have been 
spared the worst of the drought. 

This year the usual sequence of one autumn species following another into flower 
has been widely disrupted, with all tending to flower together, so that for many 
people the overall autumn flowering season has been shorter even when each 
species individually has put on a good show. Several people picked out C. 
intaminatum and C. cilicium as having flowered particularly well this year, though 
C. cilicium in dan1p spots seemed to have suffered rather in the cold days of June. 

The weather in the second half of September seemed ideal for pollination, but 
some growers have reported that although seed seemed to be setting many of the 
fertilised flowers aborted within two or three days of the flowers dropping, 
especially under glass, and this behaviour continued into the autumn. So it looks as 
if what was promising to be an excellent seed crop next year will instead be an 
average one. 

Almost everyone has repo1ted that C. coum started into growth earlier than usual 
- especially young plants - with some individual plants flowering in September or 
occasionally even earlier. A couple of people even had C. parvi/lorum flowering in 
June, and others found it starting into growth in July. In general people report very 
promising growth on C. coum, suggesting hopes of a good flowe1ing season. 
Spring-flowe1ing species also started showing signs of growth early for many 
people, with C. persicum into leaf particularly early in the South. 

Thanks to our barometer growers Mike and Mary Saunders (Devon), Joan 
Loraine (Somerset), Jeremy Wood (Wilts), Meg Baker (Gloucs), Peter Moore 
(Kent), Ema Frank (Surrey), Stewart and Janet Richards (Worcs), Ron Evans 
(Notts), Trudi Charlesworth 01/ Yorks) and Ray Johnstone (Tyne & Wear). 
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Expedition plants: past, present and future 

Vic Asp/and 

The Society has now been organising Expeditions to study cyclamen in the wild for 
eleven years, and summaries of the Expedition findings are published annually in 
this journal. TI1is society appears lo be the only specialist one carrying out such 
detailed work on plants in their native habitats, and this work has been commended 
by the relevant authorities in both Greece and Turkey, with whom we have close 
contact. Studies include physical measurements, and records of vaiiable 
characteristics such as leaf shape, pattern and colouring, flower size and geometry 
and scent, in order to determine the range of variation within each species. 
Information on habitats has always been recorded, but of late these are becoming 
much more detailed and now cover soil type, underlying rock type and pH (ie 
acidity or alkalinity) of the soil. Global positioning equipment which uses 
navigational satellites is now also being used lo obtain very precise locations in 
terms of latitude and longitude (many maps being unreliable or sin1ply inaccurate). 

On each Expedition, specimen plants and herbarium specimens have also been 
collected for reference and for further study. The relevant CJTES licences have 
always been obtained from the authorities in the country visited, and without 
exception the Society has received generous support and encouragement from 
those countries. 

At the 1996 Annual General Meeting I agreed to prepare a summary of the 
performance of plants collected by Expeditions and to outline the benefits of our 
collecting activities. The Tables show how survival rates have varied with year and 
with species (there are no figures for 1989 as no Expedition was undertaken then). 

To a diligent cultivator, a survival rate of about 80% or more might seem to be 
reasonably acceptable, but anything lower somewhat disappointing. In some cases 
the survival rates would appear at first sight to be very disappointing. Collecting 
plants from the wild is, however, a litlle different from buying them from a nurse1y, 
where they will have been raised from seed, usually of plants which have proved to 
be smvivors in our climate. Collected plants may have been very deep-seated and 
difficult to extract. On return to the UK they are transfe1Ted to pols, and they will 
almost invariably experience a profound change of climate (especially in terms of 

Table 1: Survival rate by year 

number 
collected 

1987 
1988 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 

54 
152 
52 
84 
65 
84 
42 
28 
77 

number 
swvi.ving 

55 

3 
25 
41 
52 
41 
61 
29 
22 
73 

% 
surviving 

6 
16 
79 
62 
6:{ 
n 
69 
79 
95 
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annual temperature variations and light levels). The compost will inevitably differ 
from the native soil; in many Mediterranean habitats in particular this will be terra 
rossa or a heavy silty type which is unbelievably stodgy when wet The plants could 
not possibly survive in these in this country. And, finally, the moisture regime will 
be different, for we have only a general idea of the year-round variations experienced in 
particular habitats. So it's scarcely surprising that some collected plants do not survive 
for very long. A doubter might ask "In that case why do you collect plants to kill them?" 
The simple reply is that in most cases, first, we don't intend to and second, benefits are 
obtained before they die. But I will return to this theme later. 

The results for 1987 and 1988 would appear to be an unmitigated disaster, with 
only 6% (C. coum) surviving from 1987 and 16% (C. coum and C. parvifl,orum) from 
1988. More careful consideration, however, makes this record explicable. Any 
cyclamen will eventually grow mature, reach a maximum size as it gradually drifts 
into senescence, and then die. Some species such as C. hederifolium and C. graecum 
are naturally long-lived; others such as C. coum have comparatively short lives. 
Many of the C. coum tubers collected in 1987 and 1988 were large, and thus in the 
later stages of their life. In retrospect, therefore, it is not surprising that many are 
now dead. I would guess that a maximum lifespan of C. coum might be 30 to 35 
years (has anyone older records?). It is so easy to be wise after the event and to say 
that only small, young, vigorous tubers should have been collected. Nevertheless, 
we still have 22 tubers 10 to 11 years on from their date of collection. And the C. 
parvijlorum? Only 17% are still alive. The answer is as for C. coum, plus the fact that 
they are very easy to kill; many cultivators kill plant after plant! 

Table 2 showing survival rates by species shows that lessons have been learned, 
in that survival rates have been much better among species which have been 
studied by more recent Expeditions. 

After this gloomy talk of those plants which have not survived, now let us tum to 
the benefits arising from collected plants. The final column of Table 2 shows the 
numbers of packets of seed from collected plants distributed through the Society 
distribution, and puts the performance of C. coum into a new perspective, with 3,644 
packets distributed up to 1996. Overall, 7,620 packets of seed from Expedition plants 
had been distributed by the end of 1996. Moreover, the survival of individual 
collected plants is not actually essential to getting the desirable characteristics 

Table 2: Survival and seed by species 

C. coum 
C. coum albissimum 
C. parvijlorum 
C. repandum rhodense 
C. repandum peloponnesiacum 
C. repandum peloponnesiacum vividum 
C. creticum 
C. persicum 
C. hederifolium 
C. graecum 
C. graecum album 
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survival 
rate 

% 

16 
100 
17 
52 
68 
61 
77 
80 
83 
91 

100 

seed packets 
from 

Expedition plants 

3644 

178 
290 

1226 
491 
230 
724 
445 
392 

for which they were collected into general cultivation. Patricia Short's records of the 
Society's Seed Distribution show that she has in fact distributed seed from over 
three-quarters of those C. coum which have not survived. 

At an earlier Conference, criticism was made of the practice of collecting atypical 
plants with pretty leaves and flowers, rather than "average" plants. I made the point 
at the time that any plant reflects a true sample of the gene pool present in a 
particular population, although the horticulturally interesting ones often give a 
better idea of the morphological diversity of the species. I am sure that the 
members who have produced from seed C. coum with silver leaves and other 
spectacular variations will not be complaining. A range of good fotms was exhibited 
at the last Wisley show in February, in the newly introduced class for "Expedition 
offspring''. 

Perhaps the most outstanding success of the collecting programme so far as been 
the introduction to cultivation of C. coum albissimum. TI1e story of C. coum 'Golan 
Heights' will now be familiar to members, as will the fact that 130+ plants now reside 
with Society members and nurserymen. 

I remember also responding to a "Why collect?" question at an AGM with the 
observation that new techniques of investigation, of which we know nothing at 
present, may emerge in the future, and when that happens we will have plants of 
known provenance for study. One such method has now appeared. Through Trevor 
Wiltshire, the Society has come into contact with Robin Cleary of Quest 
International. Dr Cleary's interest is in perfumes. He uses a technique called 
headspace sampling and gas chromatography by which it is possible to collect the 
fragrance from a flower, then separate and identify the individual chemicals which 
produce the fragrance. This technique may well provide a way of "fingerprinting" 
individual species or races of cyclamen, or obtaining a better understanding of U1e 
relationship between species. This technique is new and exciting for both Quest and 
the Society, and the new knowledge which may emerge from it is impossible to 
predict The speed with which the programme of study has been able to start is due 
to the enthusiasm and co-operation of Dr Cleary, and also to the fact that we had the 
plants of known origin ready. Watch this space. 

Expedition site notes, 1987 and 1988 

Martyn Denney 

This is the first in a series of articles which will summarise the conditions in which 
cyclamen have been found growing at the sites where plants were collected by the 
Society's Expeditions. To identify the site where a plant was collected, see the list in 
the 1astjounial Oune 1997, pp23-35), where collection numbers from 1987 and 1988 
were amended to include the year. 

1987 sites (Northern Turkey) 
87 /01 Between Adapazari and Pamukova, 75m (250ft). Wooded slope and gully 
with Pinus, Fagus, Juglans and Quercus. Complete shade in summer over most of 
the site. Aspect E, slope 1:1.5. Very stony brown earth with fine mineral particles. C. 
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coum growing from road, through broad-leaved trees and into first 3-4 metres of 
Pinus. 

87 /07 Between Havza and Samsun, 870m (2,850ft). Open scrub of Quercus cerris 
and Fagus orientalis amid short intensively grazed grass; some glades where scrub 
cover gave a 90% canopy. Aspect: S/SE, slope 1:7. Wet, slightly gritty clay with very 
few stones, leaf litter and coarse humus to a depth of 2-3cm (lin). 

87 /09 Road between Unye and Niksar, 90m (300ft). Narrow valley in a hazel 
orchard with a few pear and poplar standards and a number of large isolated 
boulders. Aspect E, slope 1 :3 with level areas. Well drained humic loam. 

87 /10 Between Fatsa and Ordu, 30m (100ft). Vertical bank below hazel orchard 
with epilithic and pendant herbs and bryophytes. Aspect NW, slope vertical or 
overhanging. Soil (where present) coarse humus over acid rock. C. coum growing in 
mosses on the rock face. 

87 /11 Between Ordu and Ulubey, 490m (1,600ft). Fagus orie11talis woodland witl1 
a dense understorey. Aspect NE, slope 1:1. Sticky, calcareous clay. C. coum 
scattered an1ong diverse shrubs. 

87 /12 Between Ordu and Ulubey, 305m (1,000ft). Hazel grove with a few 
standard trees. Aspect SW, slope 1:15. Fine, wet clay. Abundant C. coum within the 
circular coppiced hazel bushes. 

87 /12A A steep cultivated bank immediately below site 87 /12 containing the 
remains of maize and beet crops with occasional hazel bushes, slope 1:1. 

87 /14A Sumela Gorge, 1,100-1,280m (3,600-4,200ft). Mixed woodland with 
scattered specimens of Acer cappadocica, Tilia rubra, Mespilus germanica and 
]ugla_ns regia. Aspect E/SE, slope 1:1. Stony clay with thick humus layer. C. 
Parvijforum abundant to around 1,150m (3,750ft), above which at some 1,235m 
(4,050ft) it was replaced by C. coum. 

87 /15 Between Macka and Sumela, 425m (1,400ft). Scrub, largely composed of 
Fagus orientalis, Corylus, Thelycrania, Ligustrum vulgare, Acer, Pyracantha, Quercus, 
Rubus, Smilax, Rosa and Ruscus. Aspect W, slope 1:3. Gritty clay. 

87 /19A Between Macka and Sumela, probably about 820m (2,700ft). Alluvial 
gravel on inside of river bend. 

87 /22 Between Ardesen and Camlihemsin, 75m (250ft). A small valley W of the 
valley and road, bottomed by a stream flowing through poplar groves. Aspect E, but 
open to full sun from the W, slope 1:50. Clay loam with large stones, possibly 
downwash now stabilised by poplar roots. C. coum on stream bank and higher on 
valley sides. 

87 /23 Between Arhavi and Ortacalar, 60m (200ft). Poplar and hazel woodland. 
Aspect E, slope 1:1. Leaf mould. Some of the largest leaves were recorded at this 
site. 

87 /24 Near Damar, 975m (3,200ft). Low, open Rhododendron ponticum scrub. 
Aspect W to N\1/, slope variable but 1:2 overall. Thin acid humus layer over varied 
rock. Scattered plants of C. coum in short grass and scree-like patches, many plants 
with especially dark flowers. 
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87 /25 Between Pazar and Cayeli on coast road, 3m (10ft). Small moss-clad rock 
face dripping wit!, water from fields above. Aspect NE, slope vertical. C. coum 
growing in only a few crevices, on mats of root, and epiphytically on mats of moss. 

87 /28 Some distance inland from Black Sea coast from Tirebolu. Hazel grove 
near a village. Aspect E, slope approximately 1:30. A dark leaf mould between 
boulders and stones. 

87 /29 Between Tirebolu and Dogankent, 20m (70ft). Hazel grove wit!, E and N 
aspect, slope 1:1. Stony clay. 

87 /31 Between Giresun and Sebinkarahisar, 1,020m (3,350ft). 

87 /33 Between Ladik and Tasova, 685m (2,250ft). Low scrub on alluvial deposits 
by river. Aspect E, but negligible slope. A very stony clay incorporating bands of 
sand and gravel, covered by coarse humus and leaf litter. 

1988 sites (Northern Turkey) 
88/03 Near Sumela, Trabzon, 1,350m (4,430ft). A clearing and adjacent Picea 
orientalis woodland both wit!, large boulders. Aspect SISE. slope 1:2. Clay with a 
humus layer in clearing, clay loam under needle Jilter in woodland. Cyclamen 
tubers where clay meets hunms layer; C. coum growing al the base of boulders and 
in ilie woodland; C. parvif[onm1 growing closely intermixed with C. courn in 
woodland. 

88/04 Near Macka, on road between Trabzon and Zigana Pass, 760m (2,490ft). 
Scrub-covered slope marked by gully erosion. Aspect W to SW, slope 1:1. Fine clay 
wit!, gritty appearance and scattered large stones. 

88/05 SW of Ordu, 1,200m (3,940ft). Fagus orientalis woodland with 
Rhododendron ponticum scrub, above a cultivated hazel orchard. Aspect SE, slope 
1:2. Stony, gritty clay with deep leaf litter in woodland; gritty clay in hazel orchard. 

88/06 Between Ulubey and Golkoy, 550m (1,800ft). 

88/08 South of Unye, 550m (1,800ft). Wooclland of pollarded Fagus orientalis. 
Aspect N, slope 1:3. Fine sand below 20-30cm (8in-lft) of decomposing leaf Jilter. 
Cyclamen tubers where sand meets leaf litter. 

88/09 Between Fatsa and Ordu, near Yalikoy, 40m (130ft). Hazel orchard. 
Aspect NE, slope 1:1. Moist soil and shelter provided by a varied shrub layer 
suppotied an equally varied herbaceous layer including several ferns. C. coum 
growing mostly on vertical rock faces, usually in humus accw1mlated among 
rhizomes of Polypodium vulgare or stems of Hedera or Rubus. TI1e tubers appeared 
to be rooted entirely in the surface humus without penetrating into the crevices of 
the rock. Others were growing among the herbs. 

88/10 South of coast road from Ordu to Giresun, 150m (490ft). Hazel orchard. 
Aspect W, slope 1:2. Stony clay over siliceous rocks. 

88/12 Between Macka and Sumela, 800m (2,625ft). Choke on the bank of the 
river. Aspect level or gently sloping lo W, slope maximum 1:4. Grilly alluvial 
deposit. C. coum and C. parvijion{m in isolated and distinct patches. 
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88/ 12A Near Sumela. 

88/13 Between Macka and Sumela, 770m (2,525ft). In shade below A/nus, Fagus 
and Picea, about one metre above the river. Aspect W, but facing steep cliffs making 
the site deeply shaded, slope 1:4. C. coum and C. parvijlonm1 grew in separate 
patches in pockets of gritty leafmould on boulders and rock faces, and in patches of 
deeper soil. 

88/14 Between Macka and Surnela, 750m (2,460ft). Choke on river bank. 
Abundant C. parvijlorum below Almts. 

88/16 On road S from Arakli, 1,000m (3,280ft). Gently sloping stony area with 
outcropping boulders beside river bed, scattered Fogus orientalis, Picea orientalis 
and along the river, Alnus. Largely snow-covered. Aspect N, slope 1:15. 3-6cm 
(1-2in) humic silt, 3-Scm red silt over compacted stones. C. parvijlorum sparsely 
scattered, most abundant at the E-facing base of boulders. Also growing in 
humus-filled crevices of boulders up to 130cm (4ft) above ground level. 

88/21 Near Artvin, 800m (2,625ft). Steeply sloping wood pasture below Fag,_ts 
orientalis and other trees and shrubs. Heavily grazed, much bare soil with many 
outcropping boulders bordering stream. Aspect N/NE, slope 1:1. A stony, gritty clay 
with a thin humic layer principally around trees and boulders where 
grazing/trampling pressure was reduced. C. coum abundant throughout site, 
especially at the base of boulders and trees. 

88/22 Along a forest road near Artvin, 1,300m (4,265ft). Upper part of site 
dominated by sparse Picea orientalis; lower part covered by mixed Fagus/Quercus 
woodland sloping to a stream fringed with Alnus. Aspect S, slope 1:2. A red gritty 
clay with a thin red-brown humic layer, lying over hard acid rocks. Deep leaf litter 
was present in both parts of site. 

88/23 Between Ortacalar and Konakli, 70m (230ft). Shaded bank on both sides 
of the road below hazel grove. Lower part of site extensively grazed by sheep. 
Aspect SW, slope variable. Stony clay. 

88/24 Between Ardesen and Pazar, 15m (50ft). Heavily grazed Alnzts woodland 
on the lowest slopes above the road, below small arable patches. Aspect N/NE, 
slope 1:2. Silty clay, very stony, over acid rocks. Sparse population of C. coum which 
would receive some salt spray from the sea in winter storms. 

88/25 of the Zigana Pass, 1,500m (4,920ft). Boulder-strewn open grassland 
heavily grazed by sheep. Aspect W-SW, slope 1:2. Thick layer of moor-type humus 
over stony clay, most C. parvijlorum tubers lying at the junction of the two. Snow 
still lay around and the surface soil was saturated with melt water unable to drain 
downwards as the lower soil layers were still frozen. A classic C. parvijlorum habitat 
with plants widely scattered, usually among shori grass and bryophytes. 

88/26 Between Trabzon and the Zigana Pass, near Hamsikoy, 1.350m (4,430ft). 
Picea orientalis woodland. Aspect W, slope 1:1. Stony, gritty clay with a humus layer 
above and a covering of leaf and needle litter, occurring patchily between boulders. 
C. coum abundant in clearings. Snow was still lying and had only recently melted in 
clear areas. All C. coum had been flattened by the snow. 

88/27 Between Trabzon and the Zigana Pass near Hamsikoy, 1,070m (3,510ft). 
C. coum on steep i;tony banks and in Picea orientalis woodland. 
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Minutes of the AGM of the Cyclamen Society 
2 November 1997 at Telford 

l. Minutes of the last AGM were approved. 
2. Matters a1ising: There were none. 
3. President's report: On behalf of our steadily increasing memben;hip - now over 1.500 - I 
would like to thank all tho!;C who help to make our Society such a srx-cial one. It is perhaps 
unnecessary to pick out individuals for particular mention since all the Oflken; and Committee 
members play their own essential part in the smooth running of the Society, but on this occasion 
it is appropriat<• to offer special thanks to Ema Frank who has been at th<· corl' of our activities 
since joining thl• Commilll'C in 1981, serving for a tem1 as its Chaimrnn. Erna and Ronald haw 
travelled widely and thl.' ob*rvatiom, made about cyclamen ,md other bulbs during their journeys 
are astute. and Ema's cultivation methods are second to none. 

The Society is also indebted to Patricia Short our Seed Distribution Manager who has quil'lly 
and efficiently organisl'<I and executed this very important part of our activities for so long. A"i a 
mark of our gratitude Patricia has been nominated by your Committee as an Honorary Life 
Member and I think it would Ix· a fitting llibute if we could have a proposrr and a secondrr from 
the members present hert• today. I Patricia Short was duly elected.] 

In offering my personal thanks I must also include the members themselves, for without them 
there would be no Cyclaml'n Socitty, and without their exhibits there would be no shows. so 
please do continue to bring along your SJ>l:'cimen plants for others to enjoy. 

In the area of publications we have again received two interesting Journals. thanks to our 
dedicated editorial team. It is a difficult task to pll'asc all 1,500 members since, inevitably, ther<• 
is an extraordinary mixture of tastl'S. Many are intrrested in the more hortkulturaJ aspe<:ls of 
cyclamen while others prefer in-depth anicles on scientific developments. yet our team manages 
to present us with a Journal which is both wdl balanl·ed and enjoyable. Apart from our own 
'internal' Society reports. it is good to S<"I:' contributions from researchers elsewhere, such as the 
work of Laurence Affre and her collca~'1.U.'S on C ba/earic11111, pubfo,hed in the December 1996 
journal. 1l1e Society contributed financially to this work and I hope there will be other occasions 
when we feel that it is appropriate to suppon or initiatr studies into particular aspects of our 
chosen genus. 

A major event in the cyclamen world during the past year has been the publication of 
Christopher Grey-Wilson's book. a prC'-publication offer of which was obtained for the 
membership. Although not a Cyclamen Society publication thi,, is at the very heart of our interest. 
and its author has lx·en a member and avid supporter of the Society since its early days, so we 
may rightly feel that it is very strongly linked lo th(• Society. Since the Society is in essence made 
up of the cyclan1en enthusiasts of the world. it is also !rut• to say that from within our membersltip 
the book is likely to attract both its most avid supporters and critics! Wt• must be grateful to Kil 
Grry-Wilson for his latest work since publications arc the very fuel which keeps our interest alive 
and without the published word we would have little upon whkh Lo base our own opinions. At 
tilt' Telford Confermce, Dr Grey-Wilson gave us a very lively account of his work and the reasons 
behind his recommendations. We must thank Vic and Janet i\spland for secming his services 
and organising an enjoyable conference at this excellent venue. 

Notl'worthy activities during the year have also included the publieation of a greetings card by 
Jenny Brasier and of the cumulative index to the Journals compiled by Graham Simpson. 

11w Society undertook two surveys during 1997. one in south-wcslt•m Turkey to study C. 
troclwptera11tl111m and the other to the Greek island of Kithira. '11w first of these was to ~>-ather 
inforn1ation of a lmmnomic nature, following a suggestion by tlw RIIS Rol'k Gardt>n Plant 
Committre that thrre were high-and low-altitude variants of C. trochoptera11thu111. and the !S{>cond 
was an extension of the study of the C repa11d11m alliance. in this rnse to asn·rtain whether any 
nwmbc·r of this group occurs on Kithira. as might be expected in view of !ht• known distribution. 
Short account~ of thrst' two surveys were presemcd at the ConferencP at Tl'lforcl in :-.:1wember. 
Vic Asplancl gaVl' an interesting account of the survival rate of Expedition plants in cultivation. 

1lianks to Martyn Denney, the Society·s influence has expanded via lhl• lntl'ffil'I and. in 
ScptembPr. six months after opening, the Web Site had been visited over 2.()()() tinw~ and has 
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received warm tributes [rom those who have made such a visit. 

All the research and modern technology is an essential and exciting part of our Society but 
three days ago a frost of -5°C removed quite a lot of leaves from cyclamen which I should have 
protected, had I left the computer for an hour and concentrated more on the cultivation aspects 
of Lhe plants I love! 
4. Secretary"s report: My thanks to David Bent and Brian Cresswell for all their help, which 
makes my job so much easier. Membership has increased to over 1,500. Our 300 plus overseas 
members came from 26 countries. 
5. Treasurer's report: 111is is the first set of accounts presented in the new fomiat as required 
by the Charity Commissioners. 'Inc previous Income and Expenditure account has been replaced 
by a Statement of Financial Activity (SOFA) and because of the way this is structured the Balance 
Sheet is now also in a different fom1at. 

General funds are those which can be used in any way compatible with the charitable purposes 
of the Society; Designated Funds are those which the Committee has decided to set aside for 
specific purposes. In 1996/97. the Committee decided to allocate sufficient money to the Book 
Fund to meet the estimated cost of pre-publication work. This has had the effect of reducing the 
general reserve to about 21/2 times general expenditure. This is a satisfactory position but if the 
reserve should fall in the future it may be necessary to consider ways to increasing revenue. 

This year's figures for the General Funds are unusual because of the purchase and sales of the 
Grey-Wilson book; it is expected that the sale of copies unsold at Lhe end of the financial year will 
enable the original outlay to be fully recovered. 

111e details of the Society's Designated Funds are included in Note 2. A footnote mentions 
Restricted Funds; these are money given to a Charity for a specific purpose and which may not 
be used otherwise. In the recent past. these have been sums donated for Scientific work. They 
have not bi>en sufficient to merit separate accounti1,g. 
6. Election of Officers and Committee: Mrs J Aspland, Mr B Cresswell and Mr T Wiltshire were 
elected lo the Committee. 111e Officers of the Society were re-elected. 
7. Mr P Hill was re-elected auditor. Mrs I I Temple expressed her gratitude to Mr Hill for all his 
help in prepa1ing Lhe Society's accoums. 
8. Any other business: Mr V Asp land to explore the possibility of the Society staging a stand at 
the next autumn Malvern show. 'The 1998 Conference to be held, if possible, at the TSB centre 
at Telford. 

AT IASf! FRESH RARE SEEDS 
Many not in cultivation. Possibly tbe world's best collection of Aquilegias (40), 

including our BRAND NEW 'Sunburst Ruby' (Red flowers/Gold leaves) 
40 hardy geraniums including NEW SPECIES 

Campanulas. Euphorbias, Meconopsis - 10 of each. Polemonium 'Purple-Rain' 
(dark foliage) and ·Golden Showers' (variegated). 

6 Tropaeo]ums 
Jack-in-green and Hose-in-Hose Primroses 

NEW EXCLUSNE Digitalis 'Flashing Spires' (D. lutea variegated) 

HUNDREDS MORE COLOUR PHOTOS IN OUR LATEST EXCITING 
FREE CATALOGUE 

Send 3 First Class stamps - or 3 international coupons. 
Plant World Botanic Gardens (CYC) 

St Marychurch Road, NEWfON ABBOT, Devon TQ12 4SE, England 
Tel/Fax: (01803) 872939 

Gardens and Nursery open 9.30 am - 5.00 pm 
6 days per week (dosed Wednesdays), Easter to end of September 

62 

ASHWOOD NURSERIES 
Specialist growers of the genus 

Cyclamen 
Also a full range of LEWISIA species. and 
our own strains of Alpine Show Aurici.Ilas 

and Hellebores. 
(We can mail order seeds only). 

(3 x I st. class stamps for colour brochure 
& seed list). 

The nursery also stocks a wide variety of top quality plants. 
including. alpines, heathers, dwarf conifers. shrubs and 

japanese azaleas. many of which are choice and rare in 
cultivation, all attractively displayed in a rural setting. 

Why not pay us a visit when next in this area? 

Our Tea room complements the Nursery and 
Gardens, where you can enjoy our homemade 
cakes, ice-creams and light meals. 

The Gift Shop offers an impressive range of 
cards and a superb selection of pottery and 
gifts. 

NURSERY AND TEA ROOM OPEN EVERYDAY. 
GREENSFORGE. KlNGSWINFORD. WEST MIDLANDS. 

DY6 0AE. Telephone.01384401996 
(We arc situated off the A449 to the west of Kingswinford). 

OUR AIM IS QUALITY =:__! 
WITH THE BEST POSSIBLE CHOICE 

63 



© Cyclamen Society
Index Page numbers up to 30 are June, over 32 are December 

Abnormalities: double flowers 9; linear leaves 35: twin seed capsules 9; variegation 11, 35 
AGM61 
Book review: Cyclamen, by Christopher Grey-Wilson 28 
Companion plants 12 
Composts: peat alternative 41 
Conference report 44 
Curtis's Botanical Magazine: cyclamen plates 15 
C. africanum identification problems 46: toothed calyx lobes 17 
C. balearicum leaf shape 46 
C. cilicium hardiness 12, 26. 42; leaf shape 46; outside in NZ 20 
C. co/clzicum 4 7 
C. coum double flower 9. habitats 57: hardiness 12. 42: leaf shape 46; life expectancy 56; 

out-of-season flowering 7; outside in NZ 20; pollen 45; scent 10; albissimum 7, 41; caucasicum 
EKB37117, leaf shape 46; elegans leaf shape 46, pollen 45; syn. C. kusnetzovii 43 

C. creticum leaf shape 46; not on Kithira 48 
C. cyprium pollen 45 
C. graecum hardiness 12, 42; on Kithira 48: on Lesbos 44: outside in NZ 20 
C. hederifolium affected by weather 54; dark-flowered 10; drought 27: grown in Hamburg 10; 

hardiness 12, 26, 42; nomenclature 19; on Kithira 48: on Lesbos 44: variations (colour plates) 
48; confusum 47 

C. intaminatum 18; hardiness 26: drought 27 
C. kusnetzovii 43 
C. libanoticum pollen 45: drought 27; hardiness 12, 26: leaf shape 46 
C. mirabile hardiness 26, 43; leaf shape 46 
C. parviflorum habitats 59; pollen 45; leaf shape 46 
C. persicum CffES mle change 34: cultivars 39, 46; cultivar hardiness 9; in St Petersburg 38; 

Israel Expedition plant hardiness 26: outside in NZ 20 
C. pseudibericum 18: drought 27; hardiness 26, 42: leaf shape 46; pollen 45 
C. purpurascens drought 27; hardiness 42: in NZ 20 
C. repandum drought 27; hardiness 12: leaf shape 46; naturalised in England 39; not on Kithira 

48: peloponnesiacum leaf shape 46, in the wild 52: rhodense leaf shape 46 
C. trochopteranthum hardiness 26, 43 
Cyclamen growing in NZ 20 
Cyclamen in art 8, 9, 41 
Cyclamen in the wild: Lesbos 44 
Dormancy broken by weather change 54 
Expedition collection numbers revised 23 
Expedition plants, performance 55 
Expedition site notes, 1987 /88 57 
Expeditions: Kithira 1. 48, 49, 50, 61; SW Turkey 1, 46, 47 
Gem1ination 12: Easy Grow 40: gibberellic acid 11; persistent seed cases 10; problems 8; 

vermiculite 40 
Hybrids: lzederifolium x africammz 20, 46; coum x C. trochopterantlmm 47: persicum cultivars 46: 

persicum x purpurascens l; pseudiberimm x libanoticum 46; x wellensiekii pollen 45 
Internet: discussion groups 22, 42; Society web site 21, 61 
Leaf shape distinctions between species 46 
Names for cyclamen: Turkish 7 
Nomenclature 46 
Pollen grain distinctions between species 45 
Propagation by tuber division 17, 38 
Scent 10. 57 
Show reports 5, 34 
Warburg, Primrose 4 
Weather effects 26, 53 
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Advertisement 

Tile Bar 
Nurser 

The nursery that 
specialises in 
Cyclamen species 

Please write for our catalogue Tile Barn Nursery 
Standen Street 
Iden Green 
Benenden 
Kent, TN17 4LB 
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