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or of the Cyclamen Society. ' 

If you get in touch with our advertisers, please mention where you have seen their 
advertisement. 

We welcome small advertisements from members and wiJI print them free (at the 
Editor's discretion); there is a £5 charge if they are for commercial purposes. 

The Cyclamen Society is a Registered Charity No 280528. 

Cyclamen Census Inserted in this issue is a questionnaire about the cyclamen you 
grow. Please fill it in and return it to the Editor, as the infonnation will be very helpful. 
See page 41. 

Panel of experts 

You can get quick free advice on cultivation. pest and disease control and other 
topics from the Society's Panel of Experts. Please write to the Sccretag to the 
Panel: Graham Simpson, • • 
- You must enclose a stamped addressed envelope for the reply; overseas 
members are asked to send two International Reply Coupons. 
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News 

Society's President 
Fred Buglass, who has given such vigour to the Society during his long term as 
President, has decided to retire from the Presidency. He has been elected a 
Vice-President of the Society. and we all look forward to continuing to benefit from his 
support. experience and enthusiasm. His successor is Blian Mathew, the 
distinguished botanist. plant collector and writer - and as anyone familiar with his 
writing will know, he is that rare creature, a research botanist with a real feel for living 
growing plants, and a great gift for gardening. The report of the AGM, in this issue, 
includes a more formal account of the change in Presidency. 

1995 Expedition 
The Research and Exploration Sub-Committee has decided to direct the Society's 
fieldwork primarily towards a full account of the C. repandum group, as political 
circumstances are still postponing completion of the Society's extensive study of C. 
coum. The 1995 Expedition will be to Crete, extending the work on C. creticum and 
other species there, as a great deal ofterrain has not yet been covered. It will probably 
take place in early April. but the dates have to be left flexible because of the variation 
in the start of spring from year to year. One topic for study will be the extent and exact 
location of populations of C. persicum; Peter Moore has suggested that there are strong 
indications that it is not indigenous but was brought on to the island by monks, as he 
has found it associated with religious sites but not elsewhere. The members of the 
expedition will be Trevor Wiltshire 0eader), Heather Dale (botanist) and John 
Fielding (photographer). Information about locations of any species on Crete would 
be very helpful and should be sent to Hilary Temple, Secretary of the Research and 
Exploration Su b--Committee. 

1995 Shows 
Plants and weather permitting, the Society will have stands at the RHS Halls at Vincent 
Square, London on 24/25January and 31 October/! November. In the past the Society 
has had to rely very heavily indeed. sometimes virtually exclusively, on plants supplied 
by Peter Moore, and the Show Secretary would be very grateful to hear from other 
Members able to supply good plants for showing- and it would no doubt be a great 
relief to Peter Moore himself! 

The Society will hold a competitive show in the Lecture Room at the RH S's Wisley 
Garden on Saturday 18 February, from 11.30 to 4.30. Please let the Show Secretary 
know by 11 February what entries you will make; exhibits should be staged between 
8.30 and 10.00 am on the 18th. J uclging will start at 10.15. Classes will be as follows: 

Section A: Any size container 
1 C. coum shown for leaf 
2 C. coum in flower 
3 C. pseudibericum in flower 
4 Cyclamen species in flower not eligible for classes 2, 3 or 6 
5 Any autumn-flowering cyclamen species shown for leaf 
6 C. persicum cultivar shown for flower 
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Section B: Container not to exceed 16.5cm (6.5in) diameter 
7 C. coum shown for leaf 
8 C. coum in flower 
9 C. pseudibericum in flower 

10 C. parvi/lontm in flower 
11 C. trochopteranthum in flower 
12 Any autumn-flowering cyclamen species shown for leaf 
13 Cyclamen species in flower not eligible for classes 8 to 11 or 14 
14 C. persicum cultivar shown for flower 

Open Section: Any size container 
15 Any c.-yclamen species shown for leaf 
16 Any cyclamen species in flower 

Novice Section: Any size container 
17 Any cyclamen species shown for leaf 
18 Any cyclamen species in flower 

The Moira Reid Trophy will be awarded for best foliage plant in any class; the Jill 
Moore Trophy for best C. coum in flower in a container over 16.5 cm (6.5 in); the 
Temple Trophy for best cyclamen in the Novice classes. Prize money will be awarded 
at the following rates: first prize £S, second prize £3, third prize £2. 

Plants in the competitive classes are to be shown without labels. The measurement 
for pot size is the outside diameter of the pot at the top of the rim. The exhibitor's and 
plant's name is to be written clearly on the entry card which will be supplied at the 
Show. The full Show Notes and Regulations were printed in the journal for June 1994 
(p26). 

Please bring plants which you'd like to display (or on which you'd like advice) even 
if you don't want to compete. Members are also welcome to bring surplus plants, to 
sell or exchange; they will be expected to donate to the Society 25% of the proceeds 
(exchanges will be treated as sales). Plants for sale should have two labels, one with 
the name of the plant, the other with the seller's name and price: prices must be 
DMSIBLE BY FOUR. for example £1. £1.20, £1.60 and £2. There may be some seed 
for sale. 

Seed distribution 
Just over 700 members applied for seed and 225 donated seed to the annual 
distribution. In many cases individual contributions were small but many small 
donations soon produce a sizeable amount of seed. · 

The most popular varieties are listed below (the first figure shows the number of 
applicants, the second the number of donations). With the exception of C. cilicium 
album all of these were in the top five last year. 

C. repandum album 228 6 
C. trochopteranthum 221 14 
C. pseudibericum 200 30 
C. purpurascens 198 56 

. C. cilicium album 190 35 
CSE seed has all been sold. 

Seeds of the following are still available, subject to being unsold: Code numbers 1, 
4, 7,8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19,21,28.29,33,38,39,40,41,42,43,47,48,49,53,57, 
64, 65, 69, 75, 80, 86, 94, 95, 98, 99 and some wild-collected 33 and 38. 
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All the above are 50p a packet. Please use code numbers when ordering, details of 

which can be found in the June Journal, Vol 18 No 1. 
Also offered are: 
Offer 1: six packets Society's choice all different - cost £2 
Offer 2: nine packets Society's choice all different - cost £3 

No pot cultivars will be included in these offers. Please state whether or not you have 
facilities for growing non-hardy species. 

In many cases only small quantities of seed remain so payment should be by limit 
cheque only, and alternatives listed. 

Applications should be sent WITH AN ADDRESSED ENVELOPE (STAMPED OR 
W1TH 1 INTERNATIONAL REPLY COUPON) to reach me at the address below by 
31 January 1995. 

Miss Patricia Short 
'O1e Cyclamen Socie 

RHS Show, 13/14 September 1994 
Trevor Wiltshire who was to have organised and supplied plants for the Society's stand 
at this Show was at the last minute called away lo a botanical expedition to China. The 
Show Secretary had the difficult task of putting together a stand at short notice in a 
~eason whic~ was late in starting- with many Members, plants in pots were scarcely 
111 leaf, especially the older plants which normally form the backbone of the Society's 
stands. Peter Moore's Tile Barn Nursery had just put together a large order for a 
Member of the Society of young further advanced plants already in leaf and flower, 
and the Show Secretary sought her agreement to base the Society's display on this 
cons!gnme~t. After devoting a great deal of energy to double-potting their &m (3in) 
plastic pots m clean clay pots and rearranging the flowers and foliage accordingly, the 
Show Secretary was rewarded by tl1e RHS with a Bronze Medal- a very considerable 
achievement in the circumstances. 

We regret that plans to show at the RHS in early November had to be abandoned 
as the Show Secretaiy and other key Members were abroad at the time. ' 

1994 Conference 
111e Soci;;Y return_ed to Newman College near Birmingham for this year's conference, 
held on 23 to 25 September. Low attendance (at just over 30 delegates) remains a 
problem for our Annual Conference, but once again those who attended found it a 
most enjoyable and rewarding occasion. Not only was U1ere much to see and listen to 
at the conference, but many of those attending also squeezed in visits to local 
attractions such as Broadfield House Glass Museum and other centres of the local 
lead crystal glass industry, Ashwood Nurseries ai1d a number of Birmingham's 
excellent museums and galleries. 

Initial disappointment that the scheduled main speaker - Trevor Wiltshire on a 
year with cyclamen at Wisley - would be unable to attend since he had been asked 
at t~~ las~ minute to go on a seed collecting trip to China, was quickly replaced by keen 
antic1pat10n when we learned that Brian Mathew was to speak in his place on 
"Cyclamen Serendipity". His lecture on Saturday evening was fascinating, instructive 
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and vividly illustrated - and Brian has been persuaded to write a summaiy of his 
lecture for the June 1995 issue of the journal. with accompanying colour illustrations. 

The Society's 1994 expedition to Crete was well covered by Vic Aspland on Friday 
e~eni_ng with a behind-the-scenes look at preparing for an expedition, while John 
F1eld111g and Melvyn Jope gave a detailed and illuminating account of the plants and 
habitats discovered on the trip. 

The Society's funds were healthily boosted by sales of plants at £135, of seeds and 
raffle tickets at £78 and of publications al £25. 

Further thought is being given to the best format for the Society's conference -
options being considered are to reduce the event to just one day or to have it every 
other year rather than as an annual occasion. Weighed against this, is the enjoyment 
of all those who attend - if only more of our members could be encouraged to come. 

1994 Conference Show 
Despite the late season there were some fine plants on the show bench. The Buglass 
Salver for best plant in show was awarded to MelvynJope's C. rohljsianum in Class 4, 
which had elegantly marked flowers with a dark nose and lightly mottled leaves. The 
Buglass Bowl for the best hederifolium in flower went to Robin Metcalfs veteran which 
before being potted up had weighed in at 3.4kg (71/2 lb). John Fielding won the Nick 
Carter Memorial Trophy for foliage with a graecum album which had silver veins and 
central shield on light velvety green leaves. The Novice class was won by Martyn 
Denney with a neatly marked graecum; he also won the well supported class for 
flowering species other thangraecum or hederifolium in large pots, and with eight other 
awarded plants was "in the cards" more than anyone else. Mr J ope had additional wins 
in the classes for graecum in smaller pots andgraecum shown for foliage in large pots. 
and had three other awarded plants; in the foliage class for smaller-potted graecitm 
(won by John Fielding with his album -this was the best-supported class in the show), 
Mr Jope's plant with almost red markings on a light green base created much interest 
- zonal pelargoniums came to mind. Janet and Stewart Richards won the class for 
n?n-gr'.'ecum/hederifolium foli~ge in smaller pots with a fine C. purpurascens having 
wide silver bands on leaves which emerge bright pink; they also topped three classes 
for C. hederifolium, and had two other awarded plants.John Fielding had another win 
in the class for any-size flowering C. graecum, and six other awarded plants. Brian 
Walker the cultivar king won and look all the placings in the classes for flowering 
cultivar cyclamen, as well as winning the class for non-graecum/hederifolium foliage, 
any size pot. Sheila Brown brought many attractive plants, and came 2nd or 3rd in six 
classes. Brian Cresswell and Peter Jones also had well placed plants; Robin Metcalf 
had two further awarded plants. 

Phil Comish brought some plants of the very dark 0flowered form mentioned in 
Miscellany. Fred Buglass put on a fine display of his excellent detailed coloured 
drawings, which he is donating to the Society. Everyone was filled with admiration for 
the early line engravings of cyclamen in an excellent display shown by Vic Aspland 
and Melvyn Jope, which attracted a great deal of interest. 

1995 Conference 
Outline plans have now been prepared for the 1995 Conference. It will be held on 7-8 
October 1995 in the Telford Moat House hotel, Telford, Shropshire, which is easily 
accessible from the M54 and handy for the exceptionally interesting range of places 
to visit around Iron bridge. 
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A Miscellany 

More aberrant C. hederifolium flowers 

A new C. mirabile 

In a batch of several thousand C. hederifolium 
seedlings which have just reached flowering 
size, the Assistant Editor has noticed a number 
of aberrant flowers. Two plants had flowers in 
which the corolla lobes hung straight down, 
identical to Dr Godfrey's plant illustrated in the 
journal, June 1993, p8. In a third, all but two of 
the corolla lobes were absent leaving auricles 
slightly more prominent than usual, and the 
remaining two corolla lobes were more or less 
flat; in one flower they were partly reflexed, and 
in the other they were conjoined into a single 
"petal" and not reflexed, giving something of 
the effect of a viola - as the life-size sketch 
shows. 

The Editor reports seeing at Tile Barn Nursery several seedling C. mirabile plants in 
which the leaves were all-over silver; the bright cannine-pink flush on the marbling of 
newly emerged leaves which won this species its specific epithet extends over the 
whole upper leaf surface in tl1ese new plants. Peter Moore had raised the seedlings 
deliberately by crossing the ve1y broadly silvered Tilebarn Nicholas' back on to itself. 
He has named this very distinctive and desirable new plant C. mirabile 'Tile barn Ann'. 

Flower colour change in C. intaminatum 
Patricia Short, submerged by her work for the Seed Distiibution, ·'Jost" and forgot 
about some dormant C. intaminatum plants of the normal white-flowered type 
(perhaps with the palest pink flush) which she had put under some outdoors staging, 
with a trough in front. Here they were almost dry and so deeply shaded as to be almost 
in the dark. When she remembered them in early October, she found them already 
in flower - and all the flowers were a bright deep pink. However, when she brought 
ilie plants into full light the flower colour faded away completely within three clays, 
leaving the normal white flowers with colourless veining. 

Chemical seed treatment 
Mr M Pennock ofFittleworth in WSussex, who has been adviser on cyclamen cultivar 
plug production for Nutting & Speed of Camb1idge, writes that in the past ten years 
he has treated very high commercial numbers of seeds of open pollinated strains of 
"florists' penicum" from nurseries in the Netherlands and Germany, and many F1 
strains from eastern Europe. While not breaking the dormancy of seed, the chemical 
treatment has evened germination so that for commercial growing the plants could be 
handled on machines. He has started work on hardy species this last year. As he has 
also had experience of using chemical treatments to break dormancy in most species 
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of primula and in other Primulaceae including Dodecatheon, he is optimistic of success 
with hardy cyclamen, and expects that only two methods of treatment will be needed 
- C. purpurascens as so often being the odd man oul 

A very dark C. hederifolium 
Phil Comish on an early autumn visit to Abbotsbury Gardens in Dorset found dozens 
of C. hederifolium in 13 cm (5 in) pots for sale, wiU1 rather larger thicker-petalled 
flowers than no1mal; apparently ilie strain originates from 'Rosenteppich'. a form from 
what used to be E Gennany. Mr Cornish selected and bought three plants of an 
unusually deep yet almost i1idescent flower colour, best described as claret suffused 
with deep magenta. He calls it 'Ruby' strain, and the colour matches 74A Red/Purple 
on the RHS Colour Chart well. The darkest forms are of solid colour throughout the 
sepals, while other plants have ilie same colour flushed over white. It is the 
deepest-coloured C. hederifolium yet seen by the Editor. 

Pig-tailed flower stalks in C. mirabile 
Mr J F R Shultz of Maastricht in the Netherlands this autumn noticed an unusual 
phenomenon in C. mirabile. The young flower stalks grew with a twist just below the 
bud, "looping the loop" completely as wiili the curl in a pig's tail. Some were turned 
clockwise, others anti-clockwise. When the stalks reached some 6 cm Gust over 2 in) 
in length they uncurled, just as the buds opened. 'Olis is certainly not the rule in C. 
mirabile, but have other Members observed it, in this or any other species? 

Seed germination 
Members continue to report ilieir experience of seed germination - many thanks. 
We plan to work all these reports into an article perhaps for the June 1995]ournal; in 
the meantime we'd be very grateful for fu1ther reports. 

Seed from C. repandum var. rhodense 
Richard Blakeway-Phillips writes iliat for many years he has grown a number of C. 
repandum rhodense in pots, a particular favourite wiili him, ilie flowers lasting for a 
long time in good condition. However, he finds it rarely sets seed: none at all in 1993, 
two pods (yielding a total of 46 seeds) on one of ilie plants in 1994. Other Members 
are also known to find this variety shy-seeding. It is self-fertile. Although it is found in 
shade in the wild (see R H Bailey's account of the Society's expedition to Rhodes in 
the journal, Dec 1991, p46), and is commonly grown quite well shaded in cultivation, 
for successful seed setting it may well require more warmth than this implies. In a 
Sussex reader's expe1ience it sets seed fairly reliably if treated much as C. graecum 
- though the foliage does tend to object. What have oilier Members found? 

Double-potting C. persicum 
Joseph Zammit writes from Malta of a cultivation method which gives ~im exce~e~t 
results wiili C. penicum. He pots the tuber as usual in a clay plot, tllen mse1ts tl11s 111 

a larger plastic pot, with a gap of around 5-8 cm (2-3 in) between the two. This is .filled 
wiili good absorbent compost or wiili peat. The inner pot stands rather above the outer 
one, so that the inner compost level stands above the outer material (as does the 
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tuber). Only the outer material is watered, and this is never allowed to d1y out. (Until 
the plants are in flower feed is occasionally applied to the inner pot, on wann dry 
mornings.) Mr Zammitgrows these double-potted plants outside; the method should 
work equally well for others in climates warm enough to do this, but should also be 
well wo1th trying under glass in cooler climes. 

Heat and C. rohlfsianum 
A Sussex reader reports on the controlling influence of temperature on the 
development of C. roh[fsianum. In early autumn 1993 he put three plants on the coarse 
grit of a propagating bench, electrically heated with soil warming cable so that the pots 
maintained a steady temperature close to 20°C (68°F). At the time the night 
temperature in the greenhouse was occasionally falling to around 4°C (40°F), and the 
leaves of all three plants were about half-developed, with some just opening. The idea 
was to give the plants a more Libyan environment: however, with this abrupt reversal 
of the usual seasonal fall in temperature, all three abruptly stopped developing, and 
stayed as if in suspended motion for the whole winter (out of interest, they had been 
left on the bench, at the same temperature). None flowered. As the ambient 
temperature increased in late spting, the leaves died back without ever having fully 
expanded. 

In 1994, grown nom1ally in another greenhouse wiili a minimum night temperature 
of around 10°C (54°F), fue plants have developed and flowered normally (fuough one 
has been rather weak-looking). 

A cold frame for cyclamen 
Patrick Hayes writes from Co Wicklow. Ireland. that it has not been easy to find a cold 
frame suitable for protecting a small collection of seed-grown hardy cyclamen from 
fue damaging effects of frost, wind and heavy rain, yet maximising available light. 
Instead he has modified a large seed propagator. He drills extra drainage holes and 
fills fue base wifu river sand into which he plunges ilie small clay pots. The lid can be 
hinged with strong weather-proof tape, and kept propped open wiili pieces of cane in 
all but the worst weafuer. Being easily moved, fue propagator can be placed to get 
maximum winter sun, or brought into shelter during heavy frosts. 

Cyclamen in a small greenhouse 
Peter Mitchell writes from W Sussex that most of his cyclamen are grown in a 
glass-to-ground greenhouse 2 x ll/2 m (6½ x 5 ft). in fue mornfog shade of an adjoining 
wooded area, well ventilated in summer when ilie door and end sets of louvres are 
kept open. and frost-proofed in winter by a propane heater. All the plants are grown in 
plastic pots, in equal parts of John Innes No 2, Vitax Q4 Multipurpose, limestone 
chippings and Chichester grit topped wifu a 10-20 mm (about V2 in) layer of limestone 
chippings. They are stood on benches covered with 5 mm Chichester grit to a depth 
of about 2 or 3 cm (1 in) which is kept damp; the plants are watered by being stood 
temporarily in flooded gravel trays about 10 cm deep, fuough in summer and early 
autumn C. purpurascens is watered from above. Most cyclamen have so far done well 
for him, but success with C. graecum and C. rohlfsianum eluded him until the hot 
summer of 1994; after being stood for the summer on damp grit on a top shelf, both 
flowered. 
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Fire and flood on the Peloponnese 
Alfred Schattanek of Vienna, well known to many Members for his studies of C. 
purpurascens, has built a house on a hillside in tl1e Greek Peloponnese not far from 
Koroni, where he now lives during the winter monilis. In 1993 fire devastated lhe 
surrounding forest: he writes that it then looked like fue aftermath of a volcano, 
covered by black ashes with the naked branches of burned brushwood and trees 
sticking out. The first torrential rains swept away the ashes (some of them ankle-deep 
into the Schattaneks' living room), leaving C. graecum flowering profusely-and very 
clearly visible with the undergrowth all burned away. 

Besides C. graecum, C. hedenfolium is very common in the shadier places nearby, 
and both forms of C. repandum subsp. peloponnesiacum are to be fow1d in fue 
mountains further north. Over the last eight years the Schattaneks have tried to 
establish most oilier cyclamen species in ilieir garden. C. persicum, C. roh[fsianum 
and C. a/ricanum have flourished, seeding iliemselves freely around. C. repandum, C. 
balearicum, C. creticum, C. coum, C. trochopteranthum, C. cilicium, C. mirabile, C. 
cyprium, C. libanoticum and C. pseudibericum were doing quite well. However, he had 
set them along the banks of the tiny seasonal rivulet which flows through their garden 
between November and March or April. After fue fire, without ilie forest vegetation 
to stabilise drainage, this turned into a raging torrent and swept most of them away. 
Though by autunm 1994 ilie ground was at least partly covered by vegetation again, 
it will be some years before brush and trees have grown sufficiently to hold fue water 
on fue hillsides. 

Cyclamen culture in cellar and garden 

Marlene Sophie Ah/burg 

The plantroom in the basement of our house in Rotgesbtittel, Germany, was not 
purpose-built for cyclamen. At a time when we could not afford a proper greenhouse, 
we thought a plantroom would do as well. By and by I found that orchids and fue like 
did not flourish in it, and about five years ago, at last realising fuat conditions in the 
cellar were somewhat like shade in the Mediterranean countries, I started wifu 
cyclamen. 

The temperature rises to no more than 23°C (73°F) in summer, even when it's 33°C 
(91 °F) outside - fuis year's maximum, but (thank God) rare. In some years with 
outside temperatures falling to -25°C (-13°F) it is never less than 8°C (46°F) in the 
plantroom. In average winters fue plantroom temperature is 12-15°C (54-59°F), and i_n 
normal summers 18-20°C (64-68°F). So it's fair to say that the year-round average 1s 
16°C (61°F). 

The house has a warm-air heating system, wifu a big fan driving the warm air up 
from the basement to the rooms, from where it drops to fue cellar again as it cools: so 
there is always fresh air circulating furough the plantroom, wifu no danger ofbotiytis. 
Though ilie basement has two windows and a ventilator, in summer the windows stay 
shut to keep fue heat out, and we have never had to use fue ventilator. 
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Lamp set above bench 

The light for the plants comes from eight 
fluorescent tube plant lamps hanging over 
each table, 24 lamps in all; each table, that's to 
say each set of lamps, has its own switch. The 
lamps are mounted in pairs, four pairs to a 
frame, and are 150 cm Osram L58W /77 
Fluora. They are on from 8 am to 6 pm all year 
round. Normallytheyare70cm (2ft3in) above 
the strong wire mesh tables on which the 
plants stand. Each set of lamps can be raised 
or lowered by the chains from which their 
frame hangs, at both ends or, to incline the set 
of lamps, at one end only. Usually, because 
only single plants want extra light, I bring 
these closer to the lamps by putting them on 
small styrofoam boxes which I save for the 
purpose. Species which I have found want 

more light and also enjoy the extra warmth of being closer to the lamps are C. 
rohlfsianum, C. afri,canum, C. graecum and C. persicum. The others, even C. 
libanoticum, are content with the normal light. For watering, 1 use rainwater collected 
in big tubs in the cellar and greenhouse: I feed very cautiously now and then, using a 
diluted houseplant fertiliser. 

Flowering in the cellar seems good to me, but I have no means of comparison as 
only those plants which are not hardy according to my experience, and some others 
of doubtful hardiness, are grown in the cellar, whereas all my hardy species (C. 
hederifolium, C. cilicium, C. intaminatum, C. purpurascens, C. trochopteranthum and 
C. coimi) stay out in the garden; I am also trying C. pseudibericum and C. graecum outside. 

plant tables 

plant table 

1 metre 

potting 
bench 

shelves 

The plantroom 

As I write (Sept 1994) C. afri,canum is 
starting in the plantroom: seven plants, of 
which three always come a little later.1l1is last 
extremely hot summer I tried at first to keep 
them in the greenhouse, with sparse watering 
from June to the end of August. On 1 
September I potted them on, watered them 
thoroughly and brought them back into the 
plantroom. They jumped up with their flower 
buds the next morning, as if glad to be at home 
again. Now three of them have a lot of pretty 
blooms. I treated my four C. rohljsianum in the 
same way this year, giving them an extra 
footbath to start them off. Two have now come 
into growth, two younger plants have yet to 
show; all four did well last year, when I kept 
them in the plantroom all year. 

It may well be that flowering ti.me is a little earlier. later or longer for this or that 
species in the plantroom; for instance last year I had both C. cyprium and C. 
libanoticum (the parents of C. x wellensiekii) in flower together. The best species for 
flowering in the plantroom are C. cyprium, C. graecum, C. creticum, C. balearicum, C. 
libanoticum and of course C. persicum. 

Leaf colouring is very beautiful in the plantroom; the cyclamen lose nothing on that 
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account, it seems. Maybe I should bring the very pretty C. mirabile I just bought from 
Tile Barn Nursery into the cellar at once? Maybe the pink colouring would last longer 
there? 

The most critical problem so far has been germination of all forms of C. repandum, 
and of C. parvijforum, C. pseudibericum, C. purpurascens and C. trochopteranthum; I 
have had difficully with C. mirabile, but it did better this year. Once germinated, the 
plantlets do well, growing on all winter. and they are potted on in summer; these 
difficult species stay in the plantroom for a second winter, though C. hederifolium and 
C. cilicium go out into the garden after their first winter. in the middle of May when 
the frosts are over. 

All the seedlings which go out into the garden get a little water to start them off, but 
none after that. I try to find fitting situations for each species, and have a lot of fun with 
most of those tried outside, except C. mirabile, C. parvijlorum, C. repandum and 
maybe C. pseudibericum. C. graecum has grown outside, but not flowered so far. C. 
purpurascens flowers beautifully on older plants outside, but sparsely on younger ones. 
C. cilicium and of course C. hederifolium are sheer joy every year. C. coum suffers a 
little from our severe winters: tl1e leaves may often be somewhat damaged, and if so 
it does not flower really satisfactorily. But it does flower well when winter allows. and 
even sets some seed and sows itself around sparingly (1 have to thin out the seedlings 
of C. hederifolium and C. cilicium). 

In this way I play around with my beloved cyclamen, and I fear in a few years all free 
shaded comers in the garden will be covered with them. 

Book Review 

Guida pratica alla coltivazione del Ciclamino. Non tutto, ma quasi. By Dr Giorgio 
Rampinini. Pentagono Editrice, Supplemento a Clamer lnforma N : 9; 1991. 119 pp. 

In view of the considerable importance of Cyclamen persicum cultivars in commercial 
horticulture it is surprising how few books deal with their cultivation, pests and 
diseases. 

Dr Rampinini's small volume is a thorough introduction, in Italian, to the commercial 
production of C. persicum cultivars with sections on suitable structures for growing 
the plants, germination, soils and wate1ing. Pests, diseases, their symptoms and 
treatment, and other problems, such as nutrient deficiencies, receive very thorough 
attention. (I never realised that cyclamen had so many troubles.) There is a useful 
chapter describing the range of cultivars commonly grown although it is not 
comprehensive; miniature cultivars, in particular, get very little mention. Introductory 
sections cover the history of the florist's cyclan1en and, albeit briefly, the ecology of 
C. persicum. There is a short list of references. 

The book is paperbacked but securely bound and extremely well illustrated with 
coloured photographs, mostly taken by the author. Indeed the photographs of pest 
and disease symptoms alone make the book a worthwhile addition to any libraty. 

A good, concise, but comprehensive guide to commercial cyclamen production for 
any grower - who reads Italian. 

Richard Bailey 
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Cultivars: part 1 
In response to requests from Members, we are starting with this issue an occasional 
series on named varieties of cyclamen which breed more or less true from seed. We will 
describe briefly the salient features of how each variety differs from the "nonn" for that 
species so as to give an indication of its desirability. We have also tried to pin down anything 
clillerent about the vmiety's behaviow· in cultivation. 'Ole consultant for this series is 
Graham Simpson, who has experience of many named varieties, and there is close liaison 
with Richard Bailey, the National Registrm· for cyclamen. We have also been in touch with 
a number of expe1ienced growers familim· with the plants concerned; for this issue we 
acknowledge with gratitude the generous help we have had from Kath Dryden. Peter 
Moore, Meg Baker.Jill White, Jeremy Wood, RJ Blakeway-Phillips, Stewart Richards and 
Harvey Shepherd. However the Editor owns up to final responsibility for what's said. 

The Editor has a stock of questionnaires covering growing experience with named 
varieties of cyclamen, and will gladly send copies to any Members prepared to note 
down their own experience either of the plants covered in this article or of any other 
distinct vm·ieties; please send a stan1ped addressed envelope. Please also send us 
descriptions (with colour photographs if available) of any other cultivars you feel 
wo1thy of inclusion in future articles. 

C. purpurascens 'Limone' 
A leaf of this desirable form was illustrated in colour in the journal, Dec 1991. The 
upper surface of the leaf is almost entirely silver, tailing off brokenly at U1e edge into 
a narrow outer rim of dark green. Close inspection of the silvering generally shows a 
faint pattern of apparent light reticulation or netting, and generally there is a narrow 
in-egularly hastate less silve1y central "Ch1islmas-tree" effect along the middle vein 
of tl1e leaf. The flowers are normal.1l1e original plant was selected by Manfred Koenen 
from a wild population near Lake Garda in N Italy. Plants of tl1is appearance have been 
exhibited and sold under names including Limon, Limone form and Lake Garda form. 
Other silver-leafed plants have been collected near Lake Garda but have proved 
weaker growers. Some but not all growers find 'Llmon' less floriferous than the type; 
in other respects it grows very similarly, and has ilie same requirements. Seed 
germinates as well as any other fom1 of purpurascens, but even if the parent is 
hand-pollinated it does not breed entirely true, and many of the seedlings must be 
rogued out. If not hand-pollinated, less than half ilie seedlings m·e silver-leafed. 

A very similm· form, brilliantly silvered, with more marked netting around the edge 
of the leaf. may sometimes be seen at shows under ilie name "form from Lake Bled"; 
it was also illustrated in the journal. Dec 1991. Around Lake Bled in the former 
Yugoslavia C. purpurascens shows a great diversity of leaf forms, and this silver-leafed 
selection appears to be unstable genetically - only a ve1y small proportion of 
seedlings reproduce the characteristics of ilie parent. It does not generally set seed 
well (appeaiing to need a companion plant of tl1e same strain to set seed at all on some 
plants); the seed seems to germinate even less well than normal for this species, and 
the resulting plants have not been found strong-growing in their em·ly stages. 

C. coum 'Maurice Dryden' 
This desirable plant is the current culmination of Kath Dryden's work on her Pewter 
Group. It has a silvery or polished-pewter sheen extending over almost the whole leaf, 
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generally leaving a narrow edge of dark green which from a distance has the effect of 
outlining each leaf so that the plant as a whole looks more clem·-cut than it might 
wiiliout tl1e dark edge. The flowers are white with a red sinus. a11d are quite large. Mrs 
Dryden reckons that the plant is weaker than normal coum and needs more shade, 
and some oiliers have found it not a strong grower. but iliere are those who find it 
behaves just as normal coum. It seems a very fertile plant, and is self-fertile, setting 
seed on its own. The seed normally ge1minates at least as well as normal coum. It is 
quite consistent from seed, breeding around 80% true: there is some vruiation in 
silvering, easily controlled by roguing the seedlings, and around 10% of !he offspring 
have very pale pink flowers. 

C. mirabile 'Tilebarn Jan' 
This white-flowered fo1m was selected at Peter Moore's Tile Barn Nursery; he named 
it for Jan Ietswaart. who had sent C. mirabile seed from nearly white-flowering plants 
which he had self-pollinated: the resulting seedlings turned out lo be ve1y mixed. and 
ilie present plants have been derived from several generations of selection. So strictly 
speaking it should be pronounced Yan in the Dutch way, though Mr Moore, with a 
niece called Jan. is quite used to heming it pronounced the English way. The leaves 
are well marbled, and ilie marbling is flushed witl1 pink as the young leaves develop; 
the stems are as dark as in normal plants, and the leaves are beetroot-red below as 
usual. Though it is not a true albino, the well toothed flowers are a good clear white, 
sometimes with a faint blush at the sinus; it is not scented. It takes a bit of establishing. 
then is as strong-growing as normal mirabile and poses no special problems. It is 
self-fertile. setting seed on its own. and around 90% of the seedlings are true to type 
- some 10% reve1i to pink flowers. 

Cyclamen census 
In ilie early days of ilie Society we carried out a Census of Members' plants. To see 
how things have changed we are now repeating ilie exercise. A questionnaire is 
included in this issue of the Journal. Please do fill itin for us, and return it to the Editor. 
If you are lucky enough to have a huge collection, don't feel obliged to count each 
plant a rough estimate of numbers is fine. Include only those plants which have 
reached flowering size (whetl1er or not they actually flower for you); in otl1er words, 
don't count unflowered seedlings. The "under glass etc" column is for cyclamen grown 
in greenhouses, frames, polytunnels. shade houses or oilier-sinular structures. 

The questionnaire itself covers species, subspecies and "vars"; if you have named 
cultivars (or plants going under collection numbers etc), it would be a great help if 
you could list these. again with approx numbers of each, on a sepm·ate sheet of paper. 
Please also list any mature plants grown from the seed of Expedition plants, stating 
ilie species and collection number (and year, if known) of the parent. 

If you grow cyclamen in more than one garden, please fill in a separate questionnaire 
for each, ie do not lump collections in different places togetl1er. Either copy tl1e 
.questionnaire, or write to the Editor for extra copies. 

A reasonably accurate census of what is now being grown where will be of great 
value to the Society (and provide interesting material for future articles in thejournal). 
So please help by completing the questionnaire - whatever pait of the world you live 
in. 
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Expedition to Crete 1994 

Vic Asp/and 

In the light of continuing good relations wilh the Greek authorities. and the willing 
assistance of Mr G Hendrinos in arranging the issue of the necessary documents, it 
was decided that the 1994 expedition would be to Western Crete, in the spring. The 
availability of members familiar with the island was also a positive factor. The primary 
target for study was to be C. creticum, the close relative of C. repandum, which had 
been the subject of the previous expeditions to the Peloponnese. Further objectives 
were to record habitats for C. graecum, well known in Crete, and C. persicum reported 
from a few locations: to investigate a further location reported by Paul Bielby and Pat 
Nicholls for C. hederifolium (Bielby. 1993 and Nicholls. 1994); and to search for C. 
repandum, also reported from Crete. 

Crete is the largest and most soulherly of the Greek islands. 257 km (160 miles) 
from east lo west. the width varying from 57 km to 15 km (35 to 9 miles). It is dominated 
by a backbone of limestone mountains with four main massifs: Levka Ori (White 
Mountains) rising to 2,452 m (8.045 ft). Oros Idi (2,456 m, 8,058 ft), Oros Dikti (2,148 
m, 7,047 ft) and Ori Sitias (1.476 m. 4.843 ft). The White Mountains are so called 
because even in summer snow can be found on the peaks. The compactness of the 
island makes it possible to pass through many vegetation zones in a very sho1i time. 
A journey of as little as 25 km (15 miles) can begin at sea level among bananas (grown 
commercially in flimsy polythene greenhouses). Ebenus creticus, olive, orange, and 
lemon trees. then climb through vineyards, pass wheat fields. and end with Crocus 
sieberi ssp. sieberi flowering through melting snow. Because most of the terrain is 
underlain by limestone, Crete has no rivers or streams of any substance, and most of 
the waler flow is underground. This is not to say that the whole island is parched from 
spring-to autumn; many gorges. even quite small ones, have sufficient ground moisture 
to support a population of deciduous trees. and lesser plants in their shade. 

Cyclamen creticum 
The species was found growing at altitudes varying from 90 to 1,250 m (295 to 4.100 
ft), and was confined (with one exception mentioned below) to a recognisable 
ecological niche with three key components: shade. moisture and no1ih-to-west 
aspect. 'I11e full-page photograph shows a typical habitat. The three factors are subtly 
blended to create the conditions needed. At lower elevations C. creticum was often to 
be found in shallow gorges with good tree cover giving 90-100% shade. Even in these 
localities though, only the gorge bottom and the N to W facing side were occupied. 
171e type of tree supplying the shade seemed unimportant. Among others C. creticum 
was found beneath Platanus orientalis (oriental plane), Acer cretica. Ficus carica (fig), 
Quercus cocci/era (kennes oak), Laurus nobi/is (bay) and Cupressus sempervirens 
(cypress). At higher altitudes. with lower temperatures. a gorge or watercourse was 
less necessary, but even here the same aspect seemed to be obligatory. On two of the 
passes leading to the Omalos Plain (at 1,140 m. 3,740 ft. in each case). C. creticum was 
found growing beneath Cupressus sempervirens. Although lhese habitats had a 
generally dry look. some moisture was present in the soil below the trees; it is quite 
likely that ground moisture was maintained by a combination of the dense shade and 
rainfall, or at least overnight mists. On the western pass a colony of C. creticum had 
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The pictures show the wide variations found in wild populations of C. creticum, 
which parallel those found in the closely related C. repandum: 

top left Site 12c, below Omalos Plain, height 1,140 metres (3,740 ft) 

top right Site 6c, near Spilia, height 50 metres (165 ft) 

bottom left Site 2c, near Sfinari, height 250 metres (820 ft) 

bottom right Site 17c, near Ag. lrini, height 780 metres (2,560 ft) 

Photographs by John Fielding 
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A fairly typical population of C. creticum at Site 12c, with a wide range of leaf 
forms. Site details were also typical: a western slope with considerable shade 
provided by Cupressus sp. and Quercus coccifera, although the cyclamen were 
spreading out from this secure base into more open areas. 

Photograph by John Fielding 

crossed to the south-facing slope (also at 1,140 111), but none was seen beyond the 
dense shade of the cypresses under which they sheltered. In this locality also, but 
higher up the slope, was the only habitat in which the species was found growing in 
full sun. Here altitude is presumed to have tipped the balance in its favour. In total six 
plants were collected from the two passes. TI1e locations may tum out to mean a better 
cold-hardiness than is shown by plants currently in cultivation, and the plants also had 
leaf patterns far superior to the typical plant of commerce. 

One site of particular scientific interest was visited. It has been reported that the 
population in a sweet chestnut grove near Ag. Irini has a chromosome count of 2n=20, 
the same as C. repandum and C. balearicum, whereas most C. creticum have 2n=22. It 
is tempting to speculate on this matter. Are the 2n=20 plants the oliginal colonisers of 
Crete before it became an island, which then began to evolve away from the mainland 
ancestors of C. repandum? Did a genetic accident then lead to 2n=22 plants which 
proved to be more vigorous and adaptable and spread far and wide? This site was 
particularly interesting for other reasons. The lower reaches contained sweetly 
scented yellow primroses. All of the C. creticum flowers examined were also scented, 
and most had pale pink noses. Three plants were collected and chromosome counts 
will be done to confirm their status. A further oddity of this site was the presence of 
running water, with one C. creticum growing in satw·ated soil by the rill. and one being 
below water level. 

The three key aspects of a "typical" C. creticum habitat have already been referred 
to. It is remarkable, however, that the species seems to be indifferent lo most other 
conditions. It was found as a chasmophyte occupying apparently soil-free limestone 
crevices, or in soils which varied from Terra Rossa through clay-like, sandy, schisty 
and organic-rich, to pure leafmould. It also seemed indifferent to soil pH. On-site tests 
indicated that it would tolerate values ranging from 2.8 (which would be regarded as 
probably too acid for many rhododendrons). to 10 (whlch is more alkaline than many 
chalky soils). 

TI1e previous expelience of the expedition members had indicated that the degree 
of variation found in C. creticum in the wild was far wider tl1an is suggested by the 
plants in commerce. a conclusion which was supported by the current work. As the 
illustrations demonstrate, leaf margins varied from entire to deeply jagged. with the 
patterning being anything from a simple hastate mark in silver or green to tl1e overall 
silver splashing found in C. repandum in the Peloponnese. 

In western Crete the future looks bright for C. creticum. Individual habitats are 
comparatively small. but mostly unsuitable for cultivation and hence unlikely to be 
disturbed. Populations seen were often large, with much regeneration by seed. In 
addition the species was able to creep back into man-made habitats where cultivation 
was not too intense. as demonstrated by the chestnut grove population and another stand 
which had chosen to inhabit the edge of a concrete channel carrying an irrigation pipe. 

C. graecum 
Although in one site near Askifou. at 680 m. C. creticum and graecum were growing 
close together, in general the latter species occupied much tougher habitats. Although 
it was seen in all aspects. north, south, east and west. most habitats were devoid of 
tree cover and demanded plants which could survive high temperatures and 
desiccating conditions in summer. C. graecum was frequently found growing in 
crevices or dissolution holes in bare limestone faces. Often the tubers were amazingly 
malfonned, having grown to fill completely the cavity available. Some specimens even 
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seemed to have begun in one hole and spread through the rock to emerge from 
another. Because of the earliness of the season most tubers seen were already dom1ant 
and devoid of leaves by mid-April. Even when growing in soil, the conditions were 
tough: very dry and sun-baked, with any shade being provided by the typical "spinies" 
of the phrygana. (The latter proved to be a considerable hazard to the knees and rear 
ends of camera-wielding investigators.) Because of the proximity of all habitats to the 
limestone C. graecum was found growing only in alkaline soils, with a pH of9.4-10.2. 

A previously known site, a steep limestone cliff behind Platanias, was revisited. This 
was notable for the presence of C. graecum having leaves with bright silvery centres. 
Sadly the plant is now almost extinct here. A modem development with 
pseudo-Minoan colunms (made from plastic drainpipes) is gradually extending up the 
cliff, cove1ing everything with concrete and marble steps and terraces. Just three 
remaining tubers were seen on an almost vertical face near the top. 

Other investigations showed that C. graecum was more widespread than indicated 
by Turland et al (1993) extending along most of the eastern half of the Rhodopos 
Peninsula. 

C. hederifolium 
Time prevented us visiting more than one reported location for C. hederifolium which 
again proved lo be an entirely different habitat. The cyclamen occupied a steep slope 
averaging 45° under a dense tree cover of Pinus brutia (a variety of Aleppo pine) and 
Cupressus sempervirens. The sandy soil. which was almost neutral (pH 7.9), underlay 
a thick deposit of pine neeclles and appeared to be quite dry. Nevertheless the 
cyclamen seemed to be obtaining sufficient water to prevent the very large leaves from 
flagging .. None could have been called attractive, being reminiscentofthe most coarse 
and overblown leaves of C. africanum. When the specimens collected have settled 
down in cultivation it will be interesting to see whether or not they maintain this giant 
form or become more compact and "normal". They were certainly well protected from 
wind and sun, so the large leaf size is suspected to be a product of environment rather 
than genetics. There was much increase by seed. 
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Copy for future editions 
This journal depends entirely on the kindness of Members prepared to put pen to 
paper (or .fingers to word processor or typewriter). Please do let us have anything from 
the shortest note or even idea to the longest article. You don't have to be an expert 
wordsmith, as we are always ready to edit and rephrase as necessary. 
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The season 

Growers in various parts of the British Isles have very kindly agreed to give us regular 
news of their cyclamen. This report collects together their news of last season. with 
the first hints of how the new season was looking when they wrote (at the end of 
September 1994). We hope to include a similar report in each issue of the journal, so 
that those Members who don't have much contact with other cyclamen growers can 
get an idea of whether or not tl1eir experience over the previous few months has been 
typical. We hope in time to add otl1er "barometer growers" so as to .fill in holes in our 
geographical coverage. 

Each report will also include a brief profile of one grower's circmnstances. At 
present, the panel of barometer growers (working roughly from south west to north 
east) includes Mary Bisson and Michael Saunders at Cadbury in Devon, Joan Loraine 
above Porlock near the Somerset coast, Jeremy Wood in soutll east Wiltshire, Meg 
Baker high on the south west slope of the Cotswolds at Cranham in Gloucestershire, 
Peter Moore near Ben encl en in Kenl, Ema Frank at Warlingham in Surrey on the south 
west outskirts of London, Stewart and Janet Richards at Clent in the West Midlands, 
Trudy Charlesworth on the edge of Wakefield in West Yorkshire and Ray Johnstone 
at Ryton (fyne & Wear) in the north east. 

Weather 
After a wet 1993 summer, witl1 a warm dry spell for most people at the end of]une and 
in early July, the winter of 1993/ 4 was generally mild and very wet indeed in all parts, 
with little sun. There was a cold snap in late November, with several degrees of frost 
in exposed inland areas, and another cold spell in inland areas and the north in early 
to mid-February; there was however no prolonged frost. Snow fell in mid-February, 
lying for a few days in parts of the west country and the north. The weather then 
warmed up but stayed cheerless until April (buoyant, with sunshine and breezes in 
the south, colder and windier in the west. Midlands and north). May was warm and 
wet in most places, rather dry in much of the south east. By the end of June (which 
had been rather wet in the north) and into July temperatures soared. In the soutl1 it 
stayed relatively hot and dry through August, but there was rather a chill spell in 
mid-August in many places. The fine weather carried right through into late September 
and even early October in the southern and eastern parts of Britain; further north, 
August was cloudy, September average. 

The 1993/4 seed crop 
Flowe1ing and seed set over the 1993/ 4 growing season was on the whole best in the 
west. Autumn-flowering species had been fairly early into flower there, and in the 
winter C. coum perfo1med particularly well, flowering profusely into late March and 
in a smaller way on into May, and setting masses of seed. In Somerset C. balearicum 
was in flower for five weeks in an unheated greenhouse, scenting the whole house. In 
Devon most seed under glass was ripe by May and June, in Somerset not until July or 
August. The only west country partial disappointments were with C. graecum and C. 
persicum - both flowering well for our Devon reporter but not setting seed. and C. 
parvifiorum which flowered as late as June without setting seed. In Wiltshire 1993/ 4 
also seemed generally favourable for outdoor cyclamen; seed set and ripening, good 
for most species, was particularly good for C. cyprium, C. intaminatum and C. mirabile. 
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In Gloucestershire C. purpurascens had had a marvellous 1993 flowering season and 

was ankle-deep in seed coils, after being kept wetter than in previous years (this 
experience was echoed in Yorkshire). The wet 1993 autwnn brought problems there 
with slugs and snails, and some fungal attack even on C. hederifolium. Despite the 
November cold our Gloucs reporter had C. cilicium and C. intaminatum flowering 
particularly well in the ice, and other outdoor plants doing well there included various 
silver-leafed C. coum, C. graecum, C. mirabile 'Tilebarn Jan', C. libanoticum and C. 
pseudibericum roseum. C. trochopteranthum flowers stood the February frost but failed 
to set seed - and like some other cyclamen suffered from attack by voles or shrews 
with this year's early surge in spring grass growth. C. coum flowering was a little late 
and the February cold spell deterred seed set; those C. coum which had set seed often 
lost it in the warmish wet spring. This disappointing experience with C. coum seed 
was echoed widely further east and north (though not in the Midlands), with generally 
poor seed production in the open and under glass. 

In the south east disappointment over C. coum was initially compensated for by 
excellent seed set, under glass, in the spring-flowering C. repandum and its allies, and 
in C. persicum and C. pseudibericum; however the hot early summer saw their seed 
regress quite markedly. It is likely that deep plunging of the pots to give a cooler 
root-run would help safeguard seed production. but the stock plants concerned are 
frequently called on for duty at the Society's stands at RHS shows, and the mobility 
demanded by this rules out deep plunging. 

Further north, our Midlands correspondents found seed set very good with C. 
hederifolium, and not bad for C. balearicum, C. coum, C. cyprium (after hand 
pollination) and C. trochopteranthum, though ripening seemed later than usual for all 
species. Some C. purpurascens were good, some clid badly. Though flowering of C. 
intaminatum and C. repandum was good, seed set was not; it was also poor on C. 
cilicium, C. graecum (very few flowers), C. pseudibericum (ditto) and C. mirabile 
(perhaps because many had been repotted). 

The cold and wet in November brought losses in Yorkshire, especially among 
silver-leafed C. coum, C. mirabile, C. purpurascens and C. repandum rhodense. C. 
libanoticum and C. pseudibericum appeared late in the spring (some tubers stayed 
dormant), and set no seed. Though C. repandum and its allies flowered well little seed 
was eventually haivested. Seed set was poor in the north east, especially in the C. 
repandum group (difficult there); however C. parvijlorum set abundant seed when 
hand-pollinated (it is brought into a frost-free greenhouse while in flower). 

Start of the 1994/5 season 
In Devon the early ripening of seed meant early seed-sowing, and this has been 
followed by good germination - C. purpurascens was germinating by the end of 
September, though 1993 seed of that species has still not germinated. A surprise there 
has been massive autumn flowering of species C. persicum. C. graecum has flowered 
well, though some tubers have been very slow to break dormancy. Seedlings flowering 
in their first year have included C. hederifoliztm, C. graecum, C. cilicium, C. mirabile, 
C. intaminatum, C. coum and (coming) C. trochopteranthum. Outside, C. purpurascens 
has been flowering since June, C. hederifolium came into flower at the start of August 
and C. coum into leaf in that month. In Somerset C. hederifolium started into flower in 
mid-July (the earliest known there), and was also early in Wiltshire, where flower buds 
were showing by mid-September on C. coum and C. trochopteranthum under glass. 

In the south east our Surrey correspondent finds C. hederifolium magnificent this 
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year, and C. graecum also very good under glass and outside. C. intaminatum started 
early and has flowered profusely, and C. cilicium album has also flowered particularly 
well this year; C. rohlfsianum has flowered for her for the first time ever, perhaps 
because of the hot summer. Our Kent correspondent saw signs of growth under the 
grit of potted stock plants by the end of July, but because of the continuing warmth 
this did not progress; flowering of the autumn species, although profuse, was very late 
with very little showing before October (the Editor found the same just over the border 
in Sussex under glass, though indoor C. hederifolium flowered "on time", and C. coum 
came into leaf early). Younger sale plants in small pots were way ahead. So far, seed 
set looks good. 

The season did not get off to a particularly early start in Gloucestershire. In the 
Midlands, plants seem a little late overall, with C. cilicium, C. mirabile and C. cyprium 
just coming into flower in October. In general flowe1ing there has been good, 
especially with C. hederifolium, C. intaminatum and C. purpurascens; seed setting also 
seems good. 

C. purpurascens has also had a good year in Yorkshire, starting in late April and still 
in flower in late September. Early forms of C. hederifolium started flowering in late 
July, but the main flowering did not occur till late September- about normal here. C. 
mirabile coming into flower in late August and C. cyprium under glass in 
mid-September were also at about their usual time. It looks a promising season in 
Yorkshire, with C. coum leaves coming well. In the north east C. purpurascens started 
into flower at the end of May (earlier than usual). C. hederifolium and C. ajricanum 
have had a more or less normal flowering season; though C. graecum and C. 
intaminatum have not flowered well, C. cilicium has been good, and C. rohlfsianum 
has had its best year ever (the plants were kept hotter and drier than previously). 

Grower profile: our Kent correspondent 

Peter Moore, the Secretary of the Society, is also proprietor of Tile Barn Nursery. His 
garden is on a hill and relatively frost-free even when there is frost in the lower surrounding 
land. The closest weather station for which there are records is Bexhill, on the coast some 
18 miles south: 

temperature oc rainfall mm sunshine hours 
absolute average average monthly 
max min monthly duration 

January 12.2 -11.7 77 64 
April 21.7 -1.7 41 177 

August 31.1 5.0 62 206 

When the wind is in the south or south west conclitions are very similar to Bexhill's. 
However when the wind is in the north it can be much colder. The effect of wind here can 
be clisastrous and shelter belts are essential for many plants much more hardy than 
cyclamen. Mr Moore has many cyclamen in the open garden, though his stock plants and 
sale plants are in a series of very well ventilated glasshouses, one of them kept frost-free, 
and all shaded in summer-the stock plants are generally kept sunnier than the younger 
plants. 
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Cyclamen on Rhodes 

Martyn Denney 

In the course of my work, I have been fortunate in that I had to go to Rhodes the same 
week as the Society's early April 1991 expedition, but three years on. By using my 
Greek lunch breaks (4 to 7 pm}, and by extending the trip into the weekend, I was 
able to visit several of the widely known sites for cyclamen on the island. My clients 
in Rhodes Town told me that they didn't really have a winter this last year (1993-4), 
and that it was therefore a very early season. Indeed one opinion had all the cyclamen 
well past flowering. 

In the cemetery of the Murad Reis Mosque, C. persicitm had all but finished 
flowering on and around the graves, but it is pleasing to be able to report an excellent 
seed set, which promises to help the regeneration of the colony. Some seed pods were 
quite large, being over 15 mm (well over½ in) in diameter. The leaves of the plants 
showed very little variation and were large, giving a 'cabbagey' look. 

A foray in Rodini Park produced sightings of a small number of plants of C. persicum, 
in leaf only and with virtually no seed set. These plants were principally on almost bare 
banks above the path, around the base of oak trees. There appeared to be substantially 
fewer plants than has been suggested in earlier reports. 

Monte Smith rises some 150 m (490 ft) behind Rhodes Town and boasts the Rhodes 
Acropolis, ancient stadium and theatre, and a host of radio ~tennae and satellite 
dishes. It has a flat top, and an escarpment to the north-west which falls steeply to the 
sea and .the main road between Rhodes Town and the airport. C. graecum grows most 
of the way along this escarpment in very large numbers, from the road at the top, down 
past the main road, to within a couple of metres of the sea. Its distribution has been 
described as ' ... abundant, though only in a very limited area' (Bailey, 1992), however 
I found the population spread most of the way along the escarpment at all altitudes. 

At the top of the slope, the plant grew in a hard calcareous conglomerate, in places 
with the tubers up to 20 cm (8 in) in diameter, fully exposed. It often grew very densely, 
covering much of the ground. In the less accessible areas half way down, C. graecum 
grew in great abundance in very deep (30 cm, a foot, or more) undist~rb~d pine needle 
litter, in very deep shade. These plants had very long floral trunks which ill some cases 
ran parallel to the surface for some distance - usually down the slope. A great many 
seedlings were in evidence. In places, C. graecum was found growing in 'caves' under 
rock outcrops in very low light levels. Although there was a generally high level of 
seed set throughout the site, these 'cave' plants invariably had none. Bailey (1992) 
reports thatgraecum is found in both full sun and deep shade, and dismisses the theory 
that those found in shade had started life in au open situation and become accustomed 
to shade as trees grew, on the basis that seed was set, seedlings were in evidence, and 
the plants were therefore regenerating. I would support this view. C. graecum 
flourishes either where it grows in the shade of trees or rocks, or where the 
herbaceous vegetation shades the tuber from the sun. I would speculate that this is 
due to a need for moisture and a cool root run. 

Further down the slope, graecum can be found in large numbers between the 
cruTiageways of the main road, and sparsely on the seaward side of the road to within 
a couple of metres of the waves. Sonderhousen (1989) reported having found C. 
graecum near the beach on the Rhodes Town side of the row ofTurkish houses known 
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as Kritika. While I did not find graecum near the beach so fru· south, this report is 
entirely consistent with the isolated plants that I did see near the beach a few hundred 
metres further north. 

The wide range of interesting leaf patterns found on Monte Smith has been reported 
before. While the variations occur throughout the site. I noticed that the most extreme 
variations in both shape and pattern occun-ed in the middle altitudes in half shade. 
Some plants had leaves with distinctly scalloped edges. 

Bailey (1992) maintains that Monte Smith is the only site for C. graecum on Rhodes. 
However, I can report thatgraecum can be found in the suburbs of Rhodes Town in a 
street known as Pavlou Mela. It grows along the top, and seeded into the base of a 2 
metre high wall, over a distance of some 100 metres. From the leaf markings, these 
plants would appear to be indistinguishable from those on the Monte Smith 
escarpment. However, the number and age of the plants would indicate that if they 
have been introduced, this must have occu1Ted some long time ago. 

On Mount File1imos, to the south-west of Rhodes Town, C. persicum was still in 
flower on the slopes immediately below the monastery. Most plants had the familiar 
whitish flowers, but there were occasional examples with a good pink flush. Although 
large quantities of seed had been set, this was noticeably less mature than that found 
on the plants in the old Turkish cemetery. The leaves were generally large, and again 
had no distinctive features. Further down Filerimos, C. persicum gave way to C. 
repandum rhodense (hereafter referred to as rhodense). Generally, rhodense appeared 
to have finished flowering, but there was very little evidence of seed having been set. 
These plants had generally unremarkable leaves, ranging from plain green to lightly 
marbled hastate pattern. 

Mount Profitis llias has been reported as being the most widely known site. 
Certainly, rhodense is very abundant throughout the area, frequently occurring in huge 
drifts, often with Paeonia rhodia. Rhodense is quite clearly a woodland plant. enjoying 
shaded damp conditions, often in Pinus brutia forest, and often growing in deep leaf 
or pine needle litter, or in silt around the edge of streams. Where a significant depth 
of needle litter exists, floral trunks can be a considerable length. Plants on Profitis llias 
were in full flower, with some seed having been set. and flower buds still waiting to 
open. Leaf patterns were generally far more interesting than on Filerimos, and at a 
couple of sites, leaves with a high proportion of silvering were seen. A minority of 
flowers had a significant pink flush - the majority being the standard off-white with 
a purple basal blotch. 

Although Bailey (1991) reports that rhodense is more widespread throughout 
Rhodes than other publications might suggest, nothing can prepare one for the sheer 
volume of plants in any suitable habitat. My time was very limited, and I travelled no 
further south than Mount Profitis Ilias, but throughout the central spine of the island 
in the part that I did visit, rhodense was 'everywhere' - not always in flower, but at 
least present in leaf. I suspect that the apparent earliness of the season, due no doubt 
to the almost non-existent winter observed by my clients in Rhodes Town, was 
responsible for the lack of flower in populations of rhodense at middle and lower 
altitudes. 
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Cyclamen in Oregon 

Robin L Hansen 

I live in a small town, population 453, at the northern end of the Willamette Valley in 
western Oregon, United States. Donald is about 25 miles south of Portland, the largest 
city in Oregon, located on the Columbia River, which is the state's northern border. 

Soils here are mostly clay or clay-loam, highly acidic due to an average rainfall of 
slightly less than a metre. We have very dry summers and cool damp winters; in 
essence a cool Mediterranean climate, or zone 7 of the US Department of Agriculture 
climate zone map. 

I own a small specialist nursery begun 10 years ago, concentrating on native plants 
and plants which tolerate our dry summers but don't rot in our wet winters; cyclamen 
are an example. 

Although nearly everyone here is familiar with the florist's cyclamen (and knows 
their lack of hardiness), most, except for "keenish" gardeners, are genera/ly 
astonished to find hardy cyclamen, and are extremely hesitant to buy them when they 
do, fearing they won't survive. 

Times do change - people have begun to make t:J.ips to England at a steadily 
increasing rate (to the point among my friends, that it's now a question of who hasn't 
gone!), and English garden writers and lecturers have maintained a steady path to our 
doors. Consequently, demand for new and better perennials has increased 
tremendously. Where six or seven years ago, three little tubers in a bag from Holland 
costing about six or seven pounds would go begging (and I never saw any more after 
that), now a single flowering tuber in a pot will sell easily for £6.50. 

However, having read Tile Barn Nursery's list, I'm still envious! Cyclamen are 
available from a ve1y few mail order nurseries, and then usually just the most common 
kinds such as Cyclamen hederifolium, C. coum, and C. cilicium can be had. As f?r 
availability in retail nurseries locally, the situation is worse. (Montrose Nursery m 
North Carolina having closed its doors last year, the list is rather bare, as Nancy 
Goodwin there had the most extensive selection.) 

When cyclamen can be bought in retail garden centres or smaller speciality 
nurseries, they are found usually in 9 cm (3.5 in) plastic pots. Perhaps four out of 40 
or more nurseries in this area will have them. The only other source is the spring and 
fall plant sales put on by botanical gardens and plant societies such as Hardy Plant 
Society of Oregon, the Berry Botanic Garden, and Leach Botanic Garden. 

These sales are generally ow· single best source of rare, unusual, and uncommon 
perennials, bulbs, shrubs, etc on a local level. Certainly the local garder: centres, while 
they are jumping on the perennials wagon, are a long way from equallmg these plant 
sales. 

Even so, plants sell better when blooming, and people continue to be hesitant at 
buying that "green thing in a pot", or worse the funny brown lump with tiny bumps on 
it (or "dormant cyclamen", if you prefer). 

If all this sounds quite dismal, it shouldn't, as matters improve steadily. Gardeners' 
education levels have increased. and their willingness to open their minds to new 
plants is very significant. 

Here in Oregon, we are able to duplicate the native habitat of cyclamen rath_er well, 
since our summers are so dry. Indeed, most of the western half of the U S 1s good 
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growing ground, and the colder states witl1 higher altitudes such as Jdaho, Utal1, and 
Colorado generally have snow cover in winter. The biggest difficulty is the siting of 
tubers, as in-ground and automated sprinkler systems are so common here. 

Under rhododendrons, Douglas firs. birches, etc are the best and safest places. So 
far, l have found C. hederifolium, C. coum, C. cilicium, C. intaminatum, C. graecum, 
C. purpurascens, C. repandum, C. cyprium, and C. pseudibericum to be hardy. Others 
may be - I'm still working on those. I use only bonemeal for fertiliser, having found 
soluble fertilisers seem to make a major contribution to tl1e disappearance of many 
"wild" plants. Our soils are quite rich in nut:J.ients. just needing some moisture and a 
little lime to release them to the plants. 

Again, because of our d1y swmners, if cyclamen are planted in spring here, I 
recommend three or four deep waterings the first summer. And I consider it important 
to plant the tubers level with the soil, except for repandum and purpurascens. If 
cyclamen are comfortable with the drainage in their location, they will pull themselves 
down. 

Unfortunately, there are very few public gardens where anyone can see cyclamen 
growing. Two of the gardens, the Smith Rhododendron Garden near St Paul and the 
Berry Botanic Garden, are open to the public for only a few days a year.111e Bishop's 
Close Garden, belonging to the Episcopal Archdiocese of Oregon, is open year ratmd, 
and Leach Botanic Garden is, as well. 

For American members, Barbara Barton's latest edition of Gardening by Mail !Vis 
the best source of mail order nurseries having cyclamen. Some nurseries ship their 
tubers bareroot; others ship in pots. Most (but not all) indicate that their stock is grown 
from domestic seed. Please ask if you don't see a disclaimer. 

Editor's note: The address of Mrs Hansen's nursery is PO Box 446, Donald. OR 97020. 

* * * 
Minutes of the AGM of the Cyclamen Society 
25 September 1994 at Newman College 

1. The minutes of the last AGM were amended as follows: 
a) "Dr Smith emphasised that in his opinion one of the most important functions of the Treasurer 
is normally the provision of forward budgeting information for the years ahead." 
b) "Dr Smith expressed concern that a number of Society exhibits in lhe RHS Hall had been 
dominated by plants produced by a commercial nursery. He was of the opinion that this appeared 
to be contrary to the role of an amateur plant society and to lhe RHS show practice for such 
societies. The President said that this situation would be looked into for fullu-e shows. Mr 
Wiltshire offered to assist in wider participation by receiving members' plants at Wisley and 
taking them lo Westminster." 
With these amendments the minutes were approved. 
2. Matters a1ising: 1ne Chairman stated that, although forward budgeting is not expected by the 
Charity Commissioners as part of the Treasurer's report. nor is it the practice of commercial 
companies, it may in the future be possible for the Treasurer to give some indication of the 
Society's plans for spending over the coming years. However. budgeting. being a tool of 
management, does not usually appear at the AGM. He also said that the shows by lhe Cyclamen 
Society at the RHS Hall met with the full approval of the RHS Show Department, who were well 
aware of the help pro\·ided by commercial growers. A member of the RHS Show Committee had 
also expressed approval of the Society's stands at the RHS Hall. 111e Chairman pointed out that, 
without the generous support of those who regularly conbibuted to the Society's stands. there 
would be little or no chance of providing displays of the current standard. and the Show 
Secretary's task would become intolerably difficull. Two papers. which should have been 
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submitted by Dr Smith to the Society's Committee during the year, had been circulated 
immediately prior to this AGM. These papers were not to be considered at the AGM but referred 
back to the Committee. 
3. Presidents's address: As this is my last address as President, I am bound to be a little nostalgic 
and inclined to reminiscences- I hope not to the extent of boring you. 
. Isa~ my first cyclamen in my grandmother's garden 83 years ago. I was given a plant and called 
1t my little shuttle-<:ock. I have grown them in my own garden since 1927. 

I was a great admirer of Gerard Parker and his most meticulous paintings of flowers. He loved 
cyclamen as did Bowles of Middleton House and both declared the leaves so beautiful and 
variable that they were worth growing just for that. Gerard always wanted to put on a show at the 
RHS with this as the theme, but he died without achieving it. In November 1976, I decided to do 
so as a memorial and thank you to him. 

I took a stand measuring 12ft by 9ft with 250 pots covering all species in leaf but no flowers. If 
Joy Bishop had no'. realised I was in trouble all might have failed - she promptly helped, and I 
was awarded the Lindley Medal for species cyclamen. In addition, I showed a nwnber of colour 
pencil drawings which I am now handing over to our library. They are on display at this 
Conference. Because the RHS could not acknowledge colour pencil I was awarded a silver medal 
for water colours! I can recommend ordinaiy colour pencils to anyone. 

Gay Nightingale approached me and said she w-ds staiting a Cyclamen Society and would I join 
- of course, I said yes. In Janua1y 1977 we met and formed the Society with Gay Nightingale as 
Secretary, Col James Mars as Editor and Bernard Sparkes from Wye College as Chairman. 
(Bernard was already developing house cyclamen with graceful flowers and brilliant foliage -
the Wye hybrids. I have put on show one or two foliage variants.) Robin Archer was President of 
our new Society; sadly he passed away and I succeeded him in 1981. Lord Skelmersdale was 
Treasurer and the Show Secretary was my humble self. We had two Committee members -
Alisdair Aird and DJ Barnet. 

Since then, we have gone from strength to strength, both in numbers and general 
acknowledgement, covering cyclamen sites, standard of exhibits, journal etc. The journal always 
needs help from you members. 

In the early days, Bernard Sparkes and I put on displays of germinating seed between kitchen 
paper, displays showing 50 distiJ1ct hederifolium leaves. Two early AG Ms and talks were held at 
my house. 

Enough of reminiscing. I decided I had reached the edge of the age of discretion and should 
retire. I will continue to support the Society in every way possible. I was delighted to see Gay 
Nightingale doing duty on our stand on 14 September showing just as much interest as ever. 

My thanks to all our Officers and Committee members, supported by many volunteers. 
This conference has again had its problems. Trevor Wiltshire, our scheduled main speaker, 

was suddenly asked to join a seed collecting expedition to China. But we arc more than fortunate 
that Brian Mathew was able to step in at the last moment. The numbers attending are also rather 
fewer than hoped for; against that, it was very rewarding to have two Australian members here 
with us. On Friday. we listened to a very good introduction by Vic Aspland to the Society's 
expedition to Crete. On Saturday evening we had the pleasure of listening to Brian Mathew on 
"Cyclamen Serendipity". I twas the most fascinating, instructive and compelling talk I have heard 
for years. He is so able to put over quite complicated botanical features of the structure of plants, 
their pollination processes etc, that you see clearly that everything has a purpose. Many thanks, 
Brian, for all you did at such sho11 notice. On Sunday morning, Melvin Jope and John Fielding 
gave us more information on the Crete expedition, illustrating the purpose of our research 
expedition and the enormous variety of leaf, flowers and habitat. It is my strongest wish to have 
all our expeditions pulled together either in one book or in a series covering each species. I prefer 
one book because leaf patterns etc can be found common to more than one species. 

Our thanks to all who take part in this conference. I had heard that there were worries that 
insufficient plants would be on show, but it was as good as ever- perhaps even better than usual, 
supported by drawings both ancient and modern. 

TI1e success of all such conferences depends on the enthusiasm of those who attend and in the 
exchange of problems and successes. Our sincere thanks to Vic Aspland and his helpers and to 
the staff of Newman College. 
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4. ~ecr~tary's rep?rt: In the absence of Mr Wood, the Secretary reported that MrTWiltshire, Mr 
J F1eld1ng and Miss H Dale would be the members of the 1995 expedition to Crete. He wished 
to express special thanks to two members of the Committee. Miss P Short and Dr D Bent. Their 
work behind the scenes as Seed Distribution Manager and Membership Secretruy was part of 
the reason why the membership of the Society was now over 1,300. 
5. Trea~urer's report: The Society's finances are in good heart. The margin between income and 
~xpend1ture_ was larger than last year. Several factors conb·ibuted to this but I would paiticularly 
like to mention the work of those Officers and members who help to maintain and increase our 
IT!embership, the Hon Publicity ~ffi_cer,_ Mr Aspland, the Hon Show Secretaiy. Mr Fielding and 
his helpers, and the Hon Seed D1stnbutlon Manager, Miss Short and her assistant, Miss Sadler. 
TI1e success of the Seed Distribution not only keeps members in the Society bul makes a 
substantial contribution to the Society's funds. This year the net income attributable to seed sales 
was more than half the subscription income. 

The balance in the Scientific Fund is almost unchanged. TI1e apparent increase in the 
Conference Fund is largely due to Nottingham University having required a deposit before the 
end of the 1993 finru1cial year whereas nothing has been paid in advance to Newman College. 

Although I have been advised that printing costs are likely to rise next year I do not foresee 
any need to raise subscriptions in the near future. 
6. Amendments to rules 
1) At the encl of rule 5 (2) ("Management") ADD the words 'The President shall hold office for 
not_more than five successive years but, on one occasion only, may be re-elected for a further 
penod of up to five years" 
2) In rule 10 ("Honorary Members") insert between "recommend'" and "for Honorary Life 
Membership" the words "as a Vice-President or". 
These amendments were approved. 
7. Ele~tion of Officer~ and Committee: 1l1e Chairman said that it was with great regret that he 
had to mform the 5_oc1ety of Mr F Buglass'swish to retire as our President. His knowledge, energy 
and great :B"eneros1ty h~d been of enormous help to lhe Society, especially in the fom1ative years 
?f the_Soc1~ty. :n1e C_hairman p_resented Mr F Buglass with a silver bowl, as a token of the regard 
m which his fnencls m the Society held him. 

It was then proposed by Mr F Buglass and seconded by Mr M Jope that Mr B Mathew be 
elected as President of the Society. 

Mr F Buglass then made the following introductory remarks: 
When I heard that Brian Mathew was taking early retirement, I could think of no-one better able 
to take over as President of our Society. 

I h~ve kno~vn Bria1_1 for more t_han 30 ;:eru·s ru1d admired his pleasant personality and generous 
sharing of his experiences particularly 111 the area of bulbs, rhizomes etc. Uke me, he says he 
has enjoyed life - he hasn't started yet! 

His knowle_d_ge anc\ his manner in putting it over has earned him recognition from every quruicr, 
the most exc1tmg bemg the Herbeti Medal from the JBS. He has won enough awards to paper a 
whole house: his fame and experiences arc world-wide. He has published over 200 individual 
botanical and horticultural papers and 15 books inclucling Dwarf Bulbs and TIie Year Round Bulb 
Garden. ~rian _is now Edit?r of the Curtis's Botanical Magazine - long may his enthusiasm last. 

Until his retirement, Bnan had been Botanist in the Herbarium at the Royal Botru1ic Gardens 
at Kew. Looking at what he has achieved, he must be a born-again something or other in order 
to get it all in. I have no hesitation in recommending Brian Mathew to you as your next President. 

Mr B Mathew was unanimously elected President of the Society. 
The following further proposals were then put to the meeting: 

Vice-President Mr F Buglass proposed by Mr G Simpson 
seconded by Mrs H Temple 

Members of Committee Mr M Denney proposed by Mrs H Temple 
seconded by Mr M )ope 

MrTWiltshire proposed by Mr F Buglass 
seconded by Mr J Wood 

Mrs E Frank proposed by Mr P Moore 
seconded by Miss H Wiesner 
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The above and all the Officers were elected unopposed. 
Nominations for Honorary Life Members were as follows:-
Mr A Aird - Committee since 1977, past Show Secretary, past Chairman of Committee, Editor. 
Mr R Bailev - Committee since 1978. Publications Officer. 
Mrs E Frailk - Committee since 1981, past Chairman of Committee, Plant Explorer. Author of 
articles on Cyclamen for various Journals. 
Mr H Kakuzen - Co-ordinator of Japanese Members. 
Mr P Moore - Committee since 1979, Secretary of Society. 
Mr G Simpson - Committee since 1978, past Treasurer of Society, Chairman of Permanent 
Displays and Plant Preservation Committee. 
The above were elected unopposed. 

8. Mr P Hill was re-elected Auditor. Mrs H Temple expressed her gratitude to Mr Hill for all his 
help in preparing the Society's accounts especially as his services were provided free of charge. 

9. Any other business: Dr B Smith referred to the question he had raised prior to the AGM 
concerning the number of expedition plants imported by the Society and their survival rates, and 
asked if an answer was forthcoming. 111e Chaiiman replied that a complete a11swer was not yet 
available as Mr M Denney had only recently started tlle task of compiling very accurate records 
of the plai1ts collected, custodians and tlle state of the pla11ts. However, Miss P Short had 
submitted a list of the seeds distributed durmg her period as Seed Distribution Manager and this 
amounted to 45,180 seeds from Society's pla11ts. This did not include seed previously distributed 
by Mrs Temple nor seed from this year's distribution. Dr Smith asked whether a complete answer 
would be available by the next AGM and whether members should submit details of the success 
they had had with seed from the Society's plants. The Chairman replied that consideration would 
have to be given to how such data would be handled. 

Mr R Metcalf requested a new membership list - this request would be refe1Ted back to the 
Publications sub-committee. 

In response to l\fr B Cresswell, Mrs H Temple said that a cheque had been sent to Dr Bent for 
the registration of the Society under the Data Protection Act and she assumed that this had been 
done. 

At Last! 
FRESH RARE SEEDS 

Many unknown in cultivation. 
24 new Aquilegias (3-36in); outstanding scarce Gentians; Campanulas; 

Primulas (including jack in green and hose in hose); 50 Violas, including the fabulous 
cyclamen-leaved Viola koreana; 20 different Geraniums; Euphorbias; Meconopsis; 

Ranunculus lyallii:hundreds more. 

From 60p a packet. 

Free colour catalogue - sae to: 
Plant World Botanic Gardens (CYC), St Marychurch Road, Newton Abbot, Devon 

GARDENrNG BOOKS: Second-hand and Antiquarian Books on Gardening and Botany always 
offered iI1 our Catalogues. Please write R & V Merritt, 

CYCLAMEN FOR SALE. Please send SAE for list to: Mrs Jill White, 
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Page numbers below 28 June, above 28 December 

AGM51 
Book review 39 
Cultivation: in Germany 37, New Zealand 14, Oregon 50, Peloponnese 37, Wisley 1, 

Yorkshire 19; bonemeal 20, 51, in artificial light 37, constant heat inhibiting growth 
in rohlfsianum 36, DIY cold frame 36, double-potting 35, small greenhouse 36, the 
past season 45, top-dressing 9 

C. cilicium flowering in frost 46, in the garden 19 
C. coum in the garden 19, albissimum 5, 'Maurice Dryden' 40, seed set varying with 

weather46 
C. creticum habitat 42, indifferent to pH 43, variation in the wild 43 
C. cyprium on Cyprus 22 
C. graecum on Crete 43, on Rhodes 48 
C. hederifolium on Crete 8, 44, 'Ruby' 35 
C. intaminatum flower colour change 34, flowering in frost 46 
C. mirabile in the garden 20, '1ilebarnAnn' 34, 'TilebarnJan' 41, pig-tailed pedicels 35 
C. persicum on Rhodes 48 
C. pseudibericum in the garden 19 
C. purpurascens and pine needles 6, cultivation hints 17, discovered in E Switzerland 

8, in the garden 17, 19, 'Limone' 40, names 7, seed pod abortion 17, seed set after 
frost 9, seed set needing hand pollination 17, silver leafed 40, toxicity 15 

C. repandum in the garden 19, 23; rhodense on Rhodes 49, shy-seeding 23, 35 
C. rohlfsianum and heat 36, 47 
C. trochopteranthum in the garden 20 
Epiphytic growth of C. cyprium 22 
Expedition: close-pollination of selected plants 1, Crete 1, 42, 1995 plans 30 
Flower abnormalities: 7, fasciation 8, oversized hederifolium sepals 34 
Germination 15, after chemical treatment 34, on paper 6, Reading method 8, twin 7 
Registration authority 1 
Scent in creticum 43, perfumers 5 
Seasonal abnonnalities in southern hemisphere 6 
Seed gathering and preparation 12, ripening dates 13, setting affected by weather 46, 

setting record? 3 
Show reports 4, 21, 32, 33 
Showing cyclamen 24 
Street names 9 
Tubers, large 3, 33 
Voles and shrews 46 
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© Cyclamen Society
ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

Specialist growers of the genus 
Cyclamen 

Also a full range of LEWISIA sp~i~s. and 
our own strains of Alpine Show Aunculas 

and Hellebores. 
(We can mail order seeds only). 

(3 x 1st. class stamps for colour brochure 
& seed list). 

The nursery also stocks a wide variety of top quality plants. 
including. alpines. heathers. dwarf conife"rs. shrubs and 

japanese azaleas. many of which are choice and rare in 
cultivation. all attractively displayed in a rural setting. 

Why not pay us a visit when next in this area? 

Our Tea room complements the Nursery and 
Gardens, where you can enjoy our homemade 
cakes, ice-creams and light meals. 

The Gift Shop offers an impressive range of 
cards and a superb selection of pottery and 
gifts. 

NURSERY ANDTEAROOMOPENEVERYDAY. 
GREENSFORGE, KINGS WINFORD, WEST MIDLANDS, 

DY6 OAE. Telephone. 01384401996 
(We are situated off the A449 to the west of Kingswinford). 

OUR AIM IS QUALITY ==.J 
L..__ WITH THE BEST POSSIBLE CHOICE 

Advertisement 

Tile Bar 
Nurser 

The nursery that 
specialises in 
Cyclamen species 

Please write for our catalogue Tile Barn Nursery 
Standen Street 
Iden Green 
Benenden 
Kent, TNI 7 4LB 
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