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News 

R G Archer 
We regret to announce the death earlier this year of Robin Archer, one of the founding 
members of this Society and its first President An obituary notice appears on page 50. 

****** 

Sadly, we also have to record the deaths of Norman Barratt and Ole Sonderhausen, 
both fine gardeners and good friends to The Society. 

Spring expedition 
The Society is to send a further expedition to the Peloponnese in spring 1993, chiefly 
to explore the C. repandum alliance there. Members of the party will be Melvyn Jope, 
Peter Moore and John Fielding. 

Cross-pollination of selected plants 
During its expeditions to Turkey and Israel the Society has collected some fine leaf 
forms and some fine flower forms of Cyclamen coum, but rarely have these two features 
been combined in a single plant The Society has initiated a project to breed plants 
that are outstanding for both leaves and flowers, by crossing certain specially selected 
plants. The work is starting this season under the personal attention of Chris Clennett 
at Wakehurst Place (the National Trust property leased to the Ministry of Agriculture 
and administered by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew). 

Care and use of plants from expeditions 
Problems have arisen over the amount of space taken up by housing the plants brought 
back from the Society's expeditions, which are put in the care of Tile Barn Nursery. 
With further expeditions planned, the problems are likely to become more acute. The 
Research & Exploration Sub-Committee and the fuU Committee of the Society have 
given the problems much thought, and agreed that all collected plants will be placed 
in one of three categories according to their perceived merits. 

In the top category will be the small number of plants that are considered to be really 
important introductions to horticulture and worthy of special conservation. Such 
plants will remain Society property, will be housed at Tile Barn Nursery, and will be 
given cultivar names. If it appears worthwhile, Plant Breeder's Rights in their property 
will be retained, and Peter Moore will be authorised to breed from them and sell the 
resulting plants. 

In the second category will be plants of undoubted merit that are worthy of the 
National Collection, and such plants will be released to collection holders on the 
conclusion of any breeding programme. In the third category will be plants that 
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appeared good in the field but, subsequently, are not considered up to National 
Collection standard. These will be sent to members known to be generous to the Seed 
Exchange. Recipients of plants in these latter two categories, which will remain the 
property of the Society, will be encouraged to donate at least half the seed produced 
to the Seed Exchange. 

Seed distribution 
The distribution proved so Popular this year that seed cannot be offered a second time. 
No further applications can now be accepted. 

CSE seed was in short supply and Patricia Short aPologises to those who asked for 
this but were disappointed. Unfortunately, at the time the Journal goes to print, it is 
imPossible to say just what seed will be available. 

Of the five most requested varieties four were also listed in 1991. This year the five 
were as follows, with the first figure showing the number of applicants, the second the 
number of donations. 

C. rohl/sianum 228 8 
C. trochopteranthum 225 14 
C. pseudibericum 198 22 
C. parvifforum 195 4 
C. pur/mrascens 194 37 

Miss Short passes her thanks to all donors; and to members who hesitate to send seed 
she would say that all donations are welcome however small. In particular, if you have 
just a few spare seeds of a rare variety, please do send them. Perhaps next year we 
could have a record number of donors as well as of applicants. 

1992 Conference 
TI1is was held at Guildford University on the last weekend in September. The main 
lecture, on his fascinating encounters with cyclan1en in many parts of their natural 
habitat, was given by that plantsman extraordinary Jim Archibald; he has written a 
short article based on some of the topics he raised for this issue of the Journal. Melvyn 
Jope gave an account of the Society's 1992 expedition to the Peloponnese; an article 
about this by Ray Johnstone is also printed in this Journal. 

1bis year the Conference Show coincided with an early season, so early in fact that 
many C. mirabile, cilicium, intaminatum and graecum were already over. 

Around 100 people came to the show. There were 117 plants entered in the 
competitive classes, and three other tables full of non-competitive material, plus a line 
of tables well stocked with sale plants. 

The Buglass Salver awarded for best plant in Show went to Jill White's C. 
intaminatum with strongly marked leaves and about 50 flowers with a slight hint of 
pink. The plant was evenly grown and in perfect condition. 

The Buglass Bowl was awarded to VicAspland·s large white-flowered C. hederifolium 
in Class 6. This plant has previously won at two other Shows. 

Th~ N~ck Carter Memorial Trophy was awarded to John Fielding's large pan of C. 
hederifoltum 'Bowles Apollo' completely covering the pan with its distinctly marked 
leaves. A few flowers were still hanging on at the end of what had been a fantastic 
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display of flowers two weeks earlier. 
Other plants that caught attention were a C. rohlfsianum in Class 2 from J Cowper 

which was just coming into leaf but had around 50 flowers of a strong pink and was in 
perfect condition, and in Class 8 Phil Comish had two of his C. hederifolium 'Silver 
Cloud' with their two-toned silver leaves, and a beautifully marked well lobed form of 
C. hederifolium with bright but softer-edged markings similar to C. hederifolium 
'Bowles Apollo'. 

Melvyn Jope's C. graecum with silver leaves and a fine dark green margin had its 
veins showing up in a lighter silver in Class 11. C. persicum was represented in Class 
14 by Brian Walker, the best having around 50 flowers of an intense scarlet and simply 
marked leaves. Class 15 contained Ted Lisle's huge pot of C. rohlfsianum with bold 
silver leaf markings, a very noticeable plant 

The show was judged by Kath Dryden and Peter Moore. 
It was a particular pleasure to see some of the Society's collected material. The C. 

graecum from Monte Smith on Rhodes were especially exciting. Some were as good 
as or even better than any in cultivation. These should be quite easy to keep in 
cultivation and therefore should definitely get out to members in the near future. There 
was also one of the Israeli C. persicum of the autumn-flowering collection with its first 
flower out Its colour was typical of most wild forms of C. persicum - whitish flushed 
pink with a dark nose. 

Fred Buglass put on a display of leaves under glass. In particular he showed the 
strong likeness between some C. graecum and C. persicum leaves in both shape and 
markings. 

The sales table was very well stocked and sales were good. Proceeds to the Society 
were approximately £180. Some seeds were also available and sold very well. 

Show awards were as follows: 
Class 1: 1st PR Kynaston, 2nd J White, 3rd B Cresswell (17 entries) 
Class 2: 1st Mr and Mrs SJ Richards, 2nd and 3rd J Fielding (10 entries) 
Class 3: lstJ Cowper, 2nd TWiltshire, 3rd VA Aspland (14 entries) 
Class 4: equal 2nd PR Kynaston (two plants), 3rd PR Kynaston (6 entries) 
Class 5: 1st B Walker, 2nd TWiltshire (4 entries) 
Class 6: 1st and 2nd V AAspland, 3rd B Walker (3 entries) 
Class 7: 1st B Walker, 2nd C Lisle, 3rd Mr and Mrs SJ Richards (14 entries) 
Class 8: 1st J Fielding, 2nd Mr and Mrs SJ Richards, 3rd J Fielding (11 entries) 
Class 9: 1st M Jope, 2nd T Wiltshire, 3rd J White (5 entries) 
Class 10: no awards (2 entries) 
Class 11: 1st, 2nd and 3rd M Jope (15 entries) 
Class 12: 3rd B Cresswell (4 entries) 
Class 13: 1st, 2nd and 3rd B Walker (3 entries) 
Class 14: 1st, 2nd and 3rd B Walker (3 entries) 
Class 15: lstJ White, 2nd C Lisle (2 entries) 
Class 16: 1st, 2nd and 3rd P Jones (4 entries) 

Shows 
The Society will, plants and weather permitting, have stands at the RHS Halls at 
VmcentSquare, London, on 26/27 January, 14/15 September and 1/2 November. 

The Society will hold a competitive show in the Lecture Room at the RHS's Wisley 
Garden on Saturday 27 February, from 11.30 to 4.30. Entries should reach the Show 
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Secretary by 20 February, and exhibits may be staged between 8.30 and 10.00 am on 
the 27th. Judging will start at 10.15. Classes are as follows: 

Section A: Any size container 
1 C. coum shown for leaf 
2 C. coum in flower 
3 C. pseudibericum in flower 
4 Cyclamen species in flower not eligible for classes 2, 3 or 6 
5 Any autumn-flowering cyclamen species shown for leaf 
6 C. persicum cultivar shown for flower 

Section B: Container not to exceed 16.5cm (6.5in) diameter 
7 C. coum shown for leaf 
8 C. coum in flower 
9 C. pseudibericum in flower 
10 C. parvifiorum in flower 
11 C. trochopteranthum in flower 
12 Any autumn-flowering cyclamen species shown for leaf 
13 Cyclamen species in flower not eligible for classes 8 to 11 or 14 
14 C. persicum cultivar shown for flower 

Open Section: Any size container 
15 Any cyclamen species shown for leaf 
16 Any cyclamen species in flower 

Novice Section: Any size container 
17 Any cyclamen species shown for leaf 
18 Any cyclamen species in flower 

Trophies will be awarded as follows: 
Moira Reid Trophy for best foliage plant in any class 
Jill Moore Trophy for best C. coum in flower in a container over 16.5cm (6.Sin) 

diameter 
Temple Trophy for best cyclamen in the Novice classes 

Prize money will be awarded at the following rates: 
First prize £5, second prize £3, third prize £2. 

Please note that plants entered in the Show classes are to be exhibited without labels. 
The exhibitor's and plant's name is to be written clearly on the entry card. 

Please bring plants which you'd like to display (or on which you'd like advice) even 
if you don't want to compete. Members are also welcome to bring surplus plants, to 
sell or exchange; they will be expected to donate to the Society 25% of the proceeds 
(exchanges will be treated as sales). Plants for sale should have two labels, one with 
the nan1e of the plant, the other with the seller's name and price. 

As the proceeds are divided by four, three-quarters going to the grower and one 
qua1ter to the Society, can you please ensure prices are SIMPLY DIVISIBLE BY 
FOUR, eg in multiples of not less than Sp and if possible restrict your range of prices 
to as few as possible - £1.00, £1.20, £1.60, and £2.00 (for example). Obviously some 
people will have a wider range than this to include rarities and larger plants, but if you 
can help in this way sorting the money afterwards will be made much easier. Thank 
you. 
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A Miscellany 

A double-flowered form of Cyclamen hederifolium 
Jeremy Wood writes that he was recently 
called round to a neighbour's garden to 
see what she called her double cyclamen. 
This turned out to be a specimen of C. 
hederifolium that had arisen 
spontaneously among a population of the 
normal fonn. The sepals were enlarged 
and petaloid, standing out at right-angles 
to the flower stalk, of much the same 
shape as the petals but a good deal 
smaller. The petals iliemselves were not 
fully reflexed, and on some of ilie flowers 
they stood out at right angles along wiili 
the sepals: this is shown in ilie 
accompanying sketches by Lawrence 
Threadgold. In colour, the petals were a 
pale pink, whereas the sepals were white 
and strongly veined. The owner of the 
plant insisted on digging it up and giving 
it to Mr Wood, so it is now in his 
greenhouse where he is attempting to 
self-pollinate it. 

In the sketches, ilie flower is shown at 
about 9/10 of life-size; the petaloid sepal 
shown on the bottom right is about 1.2 x 
life-size. 

Wild bulbs in trade and the propagation of bulbous 
species for sale 
International trade in wild-<:ollected bulbs is estimated by some auiliorities to exceed 
50 million specimens annually. Wiiliout doubt this trade, "assisted" by development 
of new road systems, tourism and many other activities, will soon threaten many 
species in the wild. In many cases it is already doing this. Two new developments may 
help to counter this threat . 

First the Dutch Bulb Exporters Association has agreed that all species bulbs 
export~d from ilie Netherlands shall be labelled as to origin. As from July 1992 all 
species bulbs offered for sale will be labelled "Bulbs from wil~ source" or "Bulbs grown 
from cultivated stock" and this description should appear m catalogues. At present 
there is no comparable labelling agreed by British bulb dealers_ and it would be u~just 
to disadvantage responsible British dealers. However, responsible purchasers might, 
with advantage, inspect ilie labels on all bulbs they purchase and read '!11 ?1talogues 
carefully as British dealers will be encouraged to use comparable descnptions. 
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The cynic in your correspondent, however, makes him wonder whether some 

growers might not prefer to purchase wild-collected material - perhaps this is a 
conservation effort that could score a significant number of "own goals". 

The second development is the initiation of the Indigenous Propagation Project in 
Turkey (and elsewhere), which this Society suggested to the CITES authorities 
several years ago. This is a very positive project for propagating a range of Turkish 
bulb species for sale and export. At present four cyclamen species are included - C. 
mirabile, C. persicum, C. pseudibericum and C. trochopteranthum. Obviously there is 
scope for the inclusion of other species but this must be a very welcome start. 

Cyclamen purpurascens 
Hilary Temple writes further to Graham Simpson's article in the June 1992 Journal. 
She says that since her very small London garden does not have a greenhouse and 
only a small frame she has to grow her cyclamen in the open ground. One of the 
successes is C. purpurascens. She has a small patch growing in a raised bed where the 
soil, basically London clay, had been given some compost and grit, but not to any great 
depth. Purfmrascens plants grown in pots from the Society's seed exchange were first 
planted out in the area four years ago and have been added to as successive efforts to 
tidy up pots have revealed plants big enough to stand a chance. 

In addition some of the earliest plants have self sown and the plants are now 
providing a very satisfactory ground cover. 

The first flowers appeared in May and there were a few still showing in 
mid-September, with buds to come. At peak flowering in August it would be fair to call 
them a "show". 

The site is on the south side of this very sheltered garden but has dappled shade 
from a camellia and pot-grown figs. 

Cyclamen graecum on Rhodes 
Lady Skelmersdale writes to say that when visiting Rhodes in November some six 
years ago she found C. graecum growing and flowering on the central reservation 
separating the two carriageways of the road below Monte Smith. (Where the species 
was studied by the Society's 1990 expedition, as reported by Richard Bailey in the June 
1992 issue of Cyclamen.) The plants were growing in quite deep shade, the shade of 
rocks not shrubs or trees, and there was a tremendous profusion of young seedlings, 
some growing on the top of their parent tubers. Crocus tournefortii was also found on 
the site, but on the sunny edges, and the two species did not seem to overlap. Not, 
perhaps, a situation where the plants would be vulnerable to recreational pressures 
- but, inevitably, a highly polluted site. It was interesting, therefore, to see that the 
plants appeared to suffer no ill effects from automobile exhaust gases. 

A woven cyclamen 
Mrs Speight of Grimsby has in her collection a charming alternative to the cigarette 
card, issued by Kensitas in 1933 or 1934. It is a card-sized panel of broderie anglaise 
with a brightly red-flowered brocaded cyclamen. Kensitas issued two series, each of 
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40 different flowers, which were said to be washable with fast colours. They are now 
much sought-after by collectors. . . . 

The wrapper, kept in mint condition like the plant itself, mcludes some sens1?le 
cultural instructions for growing the florists' cultivars, and some more fanc!ful 
background information. It claims that the cyclamen used to be_ called the Bleedmg 
Nun and was consecrated to the Virgin. It quotes an alleged behef that people could 
guarantee fine weather by picking a bunch of the flowers and keeping them at home, 
and suggests that the reason it stands for diffidence in the "la~gua?e of flowers" is that 
the plant used to be held in awe - and so was approached "'.1th_ diffidence. It goe_s_on 
to add: 'There is a small kind of Cyclamen which grows wild m parts of the Bntish 
Isles but the large garden plant comes from the Balkan Peninsula and Asia Minor." 

W~'d be interested to hear from any member who can pin down the source of the 
old ballad quoted: 

St John's wort and fresh Cyclamen 
She in his chamber kept, 
From the power of the evil angels 
To guard him while he slept 

Cyclamen naturalised in France 
M Patrick de Freminet who has a country house in western France between Le Mans 
and Angers has written to us about his cyclamen. The house has around it a wood of 
41/2 hectares (11 acres), in which cyclamen were first planted about 100 years ago. M 
de Freminet like his father before him has each year in late October and November 
lifted some in places where there is a superabundance, to replant them in places which 
have none. The result is that the wood now has thousands upon thousands of C. 
hederifolium, so numerous in places that in late September acres of the wood_ are 
literally carpeted in flower. 1bough M de Frerninet knows of o~er naturalised 
cyclamen in Anjou and Touraine, he is not aware of any colony covenng such a large 
area so profusely. . 

The first flowers come in August, or a little earlier in some years (the very earliest 
flower ever spotted was on 1 July). They are at their best aroun? 20 September, and 
some flowers last until December. Leaves do not emerge until the second half of 
September. White and pink seem equally mixed, the pink varying from very pal~ to a 
few very dark. Some tubers are of great age, up to 30 cm (1 ft) across, and vary widely 
in shape, mostly growing so near the surface that a part of the tuber may be exposed. 
Some grow more deeply, 10 cm (4 in) or more down. . 

The plants as would be expected prefer a medium soil beneatl1 the trees, w1~h plenty 
of leafmould providing humus, but grow very easily: even some planted _m a S?1l 
composed mainly of clay have succeeded, but they do not self-see~ naturally mto th1~. 

M de Freminet has very kindly indicated that he would be delighted to show his 
cyclan1en to a member of the Society. He is al the house (which is near La Fleche, on 
the border between the Departements of Sarthe and Maine-et-Loire) most weekends. 
Anyone wishing to make contact with ~m should g~t i~ touch with ~e EdHor .. 

The Editor would like to prepare a directory of significant naturabsed colomes of 
cyclamen in Britain and in other countries for a future issue of the J oumal, and would 
be very grateful if members would let him know of any that they are aware of. 
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C. coum 'Atkinsii' 
Clifford Davis has been on the track of this plant for many years. It was raised in 
Painswick (Gloucs) in the mid 19th century, by James Atkins, head gardener for Lord 
Dickinson of Painswick House. The original is said to have had bold white flowers with 
pointed rather than dumpy petals, and marbled scalloped leaves-not the less striking 
plants to which the name is sometimes applied by trigger-happy nurserymen. Mr Davis 
has tapped the memories of many people in Painswick whose gardens have a 
connection with Atkins; both the present Lord Dickinson, great-grandson of Atkins's 
employer, and others in Painswick whose gardens were planted at least in part by 
A~ . 

It appears that the 19th-century Lord Dickinson, pleased with the autumn-flowering 
C. hederifolium planted by Alkins and still to be seen in abundance in Painswick (see 
below), wanted something similar in spring. To try to produce this, Atkins made many 
"crosses" between two forms of C. coum that were then believed to be separate species, 
the then widely available C. orbiculatum (what we'd call "common coum"), and an 
altogether finer plant of the type which people now call C. coum subsp. caucasicum 
but which had then recently been given the name C. ibericum. The fine form he called 
x atkinsii was one of ten or so "hybrids" he raised which had decent flowers and leaves, 
to rank on a par with C. hederifolium. 

Looking over many gardens in Painswick which contain plantings by or gifts from 
Atkins, including Painswick House itself, Mr Davis has seen thousands of cyclamen, 
both coum and hederifolium, many clearly of great age with enormous tubers. For 
years, though, he failed to find any that matched the descriptions of the original 
'Atkinsii'. Fairly recently he tracked down a walled garden in which Atkins is said to 
have kept many of his particularly prized specimens - and here was a planting of C. 
coum that did indeed match the original descriptions for 'Atkinsii'. Mr Davis is hoping 
to distribute seed from these plants in the Society's Seed Exchange in a future year. 

The garden of Painswick House, now called Painswick Rococo Garden, is well worth 
visiting. It has been carefully restored to match a 1748 painting of its rococo mix of 
precisely trimmed hedging, paths and shrubs with unrestrained trees and period 
garden buildings. There are pleasant vistas, woodland walks- and lots of cyclamen; 
refreshments available, closed Monday and Tuesday except bank holidays, closed 
from mid-December till the end of January. There's also a thriving colony of cyclamen 
naturalised in and around the churchyard of St Mary's (which has some notable 
tombs). 

More about C. hederifolium 'Stargazer' 
N E Dart has sent us a photograph of a pink upright-flowered C. hederifolium which 
he raised from AGS seed many years ago. He kept the plant under glass with a mist 
watering system, and assumed that the reason it never set seed was that the flowers 
filled with water. The plant is no longer with us. 

Malcolm Birkett has a white-flowered plant which appears to be identical with the 
American 'Stargazer', and which has flowered in this way each year for the past four 
or five years, in his South Yorkshire garden. It appears to produce viable seed as it 
forms seed capsules, and there are seedlings, which have not yet reached flowering 
size, around the parent plant. Mr Birkett regards it as a horticultural curiosity rather 
than a desirable plant, but has this year decided to collect seeds to establish whether 
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the progeny do behave in the same way. 
David McClintock of the Heather Society writes of an analogous example in the St 

Dabeoc's Heath, Daboecia cantabrica, which normally has pendent flowers. ln 1983 
Herman Blum noticed two white and two purple plants with aberrant upright flowers 
in a heather garden he tended at Steenwijkerwold in the Netherlands, and the form 
has now been named f. blumii; the white form, known as 'White Blum', is now 
commercially available, effective for its compact erect habit and shining white flowers. 
Other similar forms have been spotted in Connemara by David Small and Mrs Doris 
Findlater - the latter in cultivation under her name. 

A tough C. persicum 
Mrs Primrose Warburg writes that since about 1976 a pink-flowered florists' cultivar 
of C. persicum has survived outdoors in her garden on the edge of Oxford. It was given 
her as a seedling by a friend who lives near Lisbon in Portugal, but she knows nothing 
more of its provenance. It is planted under a wall facing south-east, and is sheltered 
by shrubs. It flowers most years if the previous summer has been hot, though she has 
never known it to set seed. Mrs Warburg has tried the smaller-flowered scented forms 
in similar positions, but none has survived. A photograph suggests that apart from its 
relative hardiness it is typical of the stout-leaved tetraploid forms offlorists' cultivar. 

Mouldy seed 
N E Dart writes that he had kept some seed of C. hederifolium in a waxed envelope, 
waiting to send it to the seed exchange, and when the time came to send it he found 
it had gone mouldy. Rather than throw it away, he sowed it on the surface of a large 
pot and found that it germinated "like mustard and cress". He wonders if the mould 
had destroyed any germination inhibitor present - but does not recommend this 
treatment for seed destined for Miss Short. 

C. purpurascens in Switzerland? 
Keith Fry (in supplement to the article by Graham Simpson in the June 1992 Journal), 
writes that he has seen C. purpurascens growing in the Haute Savoie in France closer 
to the Swiss border than anticipated. At the Gorges du Pont du Diable about 25 km 
east of Lake Geneva plants were in flower in late July, under pines with very little other 
ground flora. There were also plants under beech trees with a more open canopy and 
heavier ground flora, by a river on the D236 about 20 km east of Lake Geneva. 

C. hederifolium 'Silver Cloud' 
Many will have admired the elegant and elegantly coloured leaves of the plants Phil 
Cornish shows as 'Silver Cloud', contrasting so admirably with the deeply coloured 
flowers which he'd describe as more of a dark purple than a pink. He believes the form 
to be a derivative of C. hederifolium 'Bowles Apollo'. He has a white-flowered form 
which it has been suggested should be called 'White Cloud', but he feels this is 
inappropriate and would be misleading. The rules ofnomenclature prevent him calling 
it 'White Cloud' album (which is what he'd like to do, as the meaning's so obvious), so 
he'd welcome suggestions. What about 'Silver Lining'? 
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Cyclamen in perspective 

Jim Archibald 

It is extraordinary that a genus as small as Cyclamen should inspire such devotion that 
it merits a society involved solely with its cultivation and appreciation. More 
extraordinary is the fact that the majority of growers are interested mainly in the 
variations found within the wild species and, moreover, that these wild species are 
remarkably uniform : they are all around the same size and of similar aspect; in colour 
they are all in various shades of pink, purple and white. Yet I have never heard anyone 
describe cyclamen as "boring", a criticism I have often heard made of that even more 
uniform genus of similar size and distribution. Galanthus, and even of larger genera 
of much more diverse colouring and habitats but still of intrinsically homogeneous 
appe.arance, like Crocus. 

Any appeal which cyclamen have to the aesthetic sense of gardeners is irrelevant to 
their survival in the wild. In this they would seem to be a remarkably successful genus, 
at its most prolific in deciduous woodland, where high population levels of long-lived 
plants are often maintained. Anyone who has seen Corsican woodlands sheeted with 
vast numbers of C. repandum, the oak woods of the Algerian Kabylie mountains 
carpeted with C. africanum, countless C. hederifolium in the woodlands of south-east 
Europe, or C. purpurascens in tl1e eastern Alps must feel that it is in such habitats that 
the genus is most comfortable. 

Away from the Mediterranean woodlands, one feels that the genus is on the 
defensive. C. graecum, one of the most successful adaptations to hotter, drier, 
lower-altitude conditions, has developed strong, contractile basal roots. The Libyan C. 
rohl/sianum has developed a corky insulating surface on its huge tubers. Such a 
species as this, nevertheless, is highly successful within its habitat, often the dominant 
ground-cover beneath the Pistacia scrub of the "green belt'', running round the rim of 
the Cyrenaican Plateau between Benghazi and Dema. No cyclamen, however, has 
adapted itself to genuinely dry habitats; all are dependent on regular, seasonal 
moisture. 

If the genus appears ill at ease when life becomes too hot, so it seems unhappy if 
conditions are too cold. C. purpurascens always appears more comfortable low down 
in the hills behind Trieste or on the slopes above Lake Garda than with the 
Euro-Siberian woodlanders higher up in the Austrian, subalpine coniferous foresl 
Though you can find C. repandum subsp. peloponnesiacum flowering in mid-June with 
true alpines, like Saxifraga scardica and Viola graeca, above 1,500 m(4,900 ft) on the 
eastern face of Chelmos, above Zarouhla, it is always nestling at the bases of the last 
of the tiny, stunted conifers. The only species which has attained the status of a truly 
alpine plant is C. parvijlorum, which you can find at least up to 2,300m (7,500 ft) on 
Zigana Dag in northern Turkey, growing among the matted roots of Vaccinium 
uliginosum and Daphne glomerata along with another improbable alpine, Primula 
vulgaris, as well as Gentiana verna, G. pyrenaica and Viola altaica. 

If the genus has made some half-hearted attempts to adapt to conditions which are 
too dry, too hot or too cold for it, it is marginally more successful in tl1e few instances 
where conditions are really too wet. Although C. coum is distributed all along the Black 
Sea coast of northern Turkey, it has always appeared to me, visiting the area when 
there are no flowers, that it is very much a plant of the foothills, where the slopes are 
steep and summer rainfall is lower. In northern Iran, however, where there is a broader 
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coastal plain, the plants described as C. elegans, currently placed under C. coum subsp. 
caucasicum, grow in the beech woodlands along the Caspian coast, flowering in spring 
with kaleidoscopic Primula vulgaris subsp. heterochroma and yellow Epimedium 
pinna.tum. The tubers lie in tl1e shallow surface-layer of moss, sometimes largely 
exposed and as green as potatoes above the soil. Occasionally, it grows in the moss 
on the trunks of the beech-trees themselves at some height above ground-level- the 
only epiphytic cyclamen. 

While Cyclamen is by no means an aggressive or resilient genus, on rare occasions 
it can be opportunist - mile after mile of dry-stone walling supporting the terraced 
fields in the Lebanon has been occupied by countless C. persicum. Such chances to 
colonise new habitats seldom occur and Cyclamen is restricted by the restraints of 
climate. When this alters, even over a long period, to progressively drier conditions, 
members of the genus can find tl1emselves trapped in ever-decreasing habitats. This 
may be so with the isolated C. somalense and itis certainly the case with C. libanoticum. 
Drier conditions in the Lebanon since the last glacial period coupled with and possibly 
accelerated by the removal of woodland by man over the last few thousand years have 
limited this species to one or two extremely restricted colonies. In early May 1985, we 
found a disjunct colony of the Turkish C. pseudibericum growing among deciduous 
oaks, along with populations of such other woodland plants as Anemone blanda, 
Corydalis and Doronicum, on a north-facing slope of Armut Dagi, above Tekir, at about 
1,500 m (4,900 ft). This locality is south of Goksun and about 70 km north of the ~ell 
known habitats near Haruniye, but what interested me was the fact that the species 
had penetrated to the colder, drier inland slopes of the Anti-Taurus. The plants were 
flowering but first impressions were that the colony was not thriving. It would be an 
interesting exercise to investigate the overall distribution and status of this species -
and also that of C. libanoticum, if the opportunity to do so arises in future. We still have 
much to learn of this doubtless ancient genus Cyclamen, which, while conservative in 
its life-style and certainly not dynamic in biological terms, is never boring. 

The Society's Expedition to Rhodes and Karpathos, 
3-17 April 1991 

Cyclamen creticum on Karpathos 

Richard Bailey 

The Society's 1991 expedition was undertaken primarily to study Cyclamen repandum 
ssp. rhodense. The opportunity was also taken to study the two other species found on 
Rhodes. C. graecum and C. persicum, and the latter was also studied on Karpathos. 
Accounts of this work have already been published in this Journal, together with a 
general introduction to the expedition's work (Bailey, 1991, 1992). 

In addition, however, the opportunit-y was taken to study C. creticum on Karpathos, 
and this short report will concern itself only with that species. 

Until recently C. creticum was thought to be confined to Crete, from which island it 
takes its name. However, it was recently found on Karpathos, midway between Crete 
and Rhodes, and is recorded from that island by Grey-Wilson (1988). 
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Habitat and distribution 
Although a large number of seemingly suitable sites on Karpathos were investigated, 
C. creticum was found at only two places, within a few kilometres of each other, on the 
east coast of the island. Each site was at an altitude of approximately 400 m (1,300 ft). 
Both sites were steeply sloping, with an overall slope of approximately 1:1 to 1:2. The 
soil was variable in depth, a somewhat clayey loam with a surface layer of leafmould, 
over fine-grained limestone. Itis reasonable to suggestthatitwould become extremely 
dry in swnmer. The tubers, however, were often deeply buried, up to 23 cm (9 in), at 
which depth they are unlikely to dry out completely even in summer. 

In neither location was the species abundant Groups of plants were scattered 
sparsely over the whole area. However, young seedlings were found at both sites, and 
the species appears to be at least maintaining its population. 

At the first site, C. creticum was growing over a very limited area in dappled shade 
below a canopy of Pistacia lentiscus, very often in moist hollows or where there were 
signs of water seepage below boulders. The slope had an overall westerly aspect, but 
C. creticum appeared to grow best at the foot of north or north-west facing boulders. 
However, a few plants were found on south-facing slopes of the undulating hillside, 
always well buried in rock crevices or under overhangs of the waterwom limestone. 

The surrounding vegetation was not abundant Large areas were sparsely covered 
by grasses, or were bare soil. While Pistacia lentiscus was the most abundant shrub 
there were also specimens of Ceratonia siliquosa, Cistus salvifolius, C. incanus, 
Clematis sp., Lithodora hispidula, Phlomis sp., Salvia triloba and Sarcopoterium 
spinosum. Among the herbaceous plants the Dutchman's pipe, Aristolochia clematitis, 
and the rusty back fem, Asplenium ceterach, were among the most noteworthy. 

At the second site C. creticum was growing in deep stony soil (with very sbarp 
drainage) in light shade below sparse Pi nus. The aspect was, overall, north-north-east 
and plants were widely scattered over a large area not seeming to need the extra 
"protection" of north-facing boulders. 

Like so many places on Karpathos this site had been extensively burnt, probably 
within twelve months of our visit There was very little growth of shrubs, herbaceous 
plants or annuals, but in view of the recent burning it was difficult to decide whether 
this was the normal state. Several shrubs,notably Arbutus andrachne, Lithodora 
hispidula, Phlomis sp. and Pistacia lentiscus, were regenerating from rootstocks, 
Prasium majus appeared to have survived the fire unscathed (or regenerated more 
quickly) and there were a number of Cistus seedlings. 111e ubiquitous Asphodelus 
microcarpus also appeared to have survived the fire unscathed and a number of other 
annual, herbaceous or bulbous plants were present. Of these the most notable were 
the orchids Barlia robertianum and one of the many forms of Ophrys speghodes. 

Flower variation 
C. creticum is not, in cultivation at least, a variable plant in either flower or leaf- and 
was not found to be so on Karpathos. Some typical plants, photographed in the field. 
are shown in lhe plates. 

The flowers were almost all pure white - although a very small number had a pink 
flush so pale that it bad to be categorised as white when using the RHS Colour Chart 
- with an exserted style and slightly twisted petals. All the flowers examined were 
slightly scented. Petal length varied from 26 mm (1 in) to 14 mm (0.5 in) and width 
from 7.5 mm (0.25 in) to 4 mm (0.15 in). 
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C. persicum as found on the Society's expedition to Israel. The upper picture 
shows a drift of plants in the grounds of a large old mansion or monastry, which 
showed very little variation. Lower left, the silver-leafed plant was collected (in 
90109), as was the pure white-flowered plant shown lower right (in 90621 ). 

Photographs by Melvyn Jope 
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C. creticum as found on the Society's expedition to Karpathos. The lower picture 
shows how the plants were most commonly found there. As the upper picture 
shows, when they grew on south-facing slopes the tubers were always well 
protected by the rocks. 

Photographs by John Fielding 

Leaf variation 
Leaf shape, pattern and size were studied using as standards the shapes and patterns 
used for C. repandum ssp. rhodense·(Bailey, 1991). All leaves had pointed tips, 29 of 
shape 1 Oonger than wide), 20 of shape 2 (approximately as long as wide) and 22 of 
shape 3 (wider than long). The pattern of the markings was rather more uniform, with 
59 leaves showing pattern C, 8 pattern B and 4 pattern D. Those of pattern D closely 
resemble the speckled leaves typical of C. repandum ssp. peloponnesiacum, those of 
pattern C have both an obvious hastate marl<lng and widespread speckling. 

Out of the 79 plants examined the marbling of 9 was silver rather than green. The 
largest leaf examined was 81 x 69 mm (3.25 x 2. 75 in) and the smallest 27 x 23 mm (1 
x0.8in). 

Discussion 
It might have been expected that a small isolated population would have accumulated 
inbred variation - as, indeed, the population of C. persicum on Karpathos appeared 
to have done (Bailey, 1992). However, C. creticum on Karpathos seemed to be a very 
uniform population. It certainly added little, if anything, to the range of variation 
already known in cultivation and in the literature. It is just possible that this uniformity 
comes from a far larger interbreeding population that has been reduced by fire, grazing 
and development. 

The nature of the two sites at which C. creticum was found on Karpathos gave no 
hint that the plant might have been introduced (cf C. persicum on Karpathos, Bailey, 
1992), and it would appear to be a truly native plant which could well have been more 
widely distributed in the past. However, its limited distribution, the intensity of grazing 
and the acknowledged susceptibility of the island's woodlands to fire make its future 
a matter for concern. 

****** 
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Cyclamen creticum in Crete 

Keith Fry 

In April 1992 I spent a week based at Elounda on the north-eastern coast of Crete. 
Besides the usual tourist activities involving the ancient sites and antiquities, my wife 
and I were able to steal a few hours with the car away from the non-botanist family and 
go in search of plants. Cyclamen creticum was found in two localities, although I have 
no doubt that it occurs in many, many more. (I have seen it in quantity in the gorge of 
Samaria in full flower in mid-April). 

The first was the ancient site of Lato, which was closed because of a strike by the 
local custodial staff over manning levels. This meant that access was unusual, involving 
going over the gate rather than through it! This contrasts with 1986 when we were last 
al Lato, when there was no gate at all. 

However the plants were still growing among the rocks and tree boles and roots at 
the l:!ottom of the large depression at Lato, a sort of overgrown terraced garden. They 
were in full flower and both white and very pale blush pink forms were photographed. 
The most remarkable feature here was the variability of the leaves from 'normal' C. 
creticum type to enormous fleshy leaves up to 15 cm (6 in) in diameter, with the same 
'arrowhead' shape. 

The second site was on a trip to an upland plateau, a typical land form in Crete. The 
very well known Plateau of Lassithi is the most visited, but we chose one whlch is a 
lot less well known, much less commercialised, and much more pleasant. It is a dead 
end- the road goes nowhere else. It is called the plateau ofKatharo and is about 15 
km west of Kritsa. The trip involved a fairly steep climb by car up dirt roads most of 
the way, with the occasional apparently random stretch of good surface which appears 
to be typical of Greek road construction techniques. There was still snow a little way 
above us, and we were at about 1,000 m (3,300 ft) above sea level. I am certain that the 
snow would have fallen at least down to 750 m (2,500 ft) earlier in the year. 

At about 750 to 1,000 m, we stopped the car in some lightly wooded areas, with heavy 
exposures of limestone, to admire Arum creticum and discovered that the whole area 
was literally covered with the typical leaves of Cyclamen creticum, which was clearly 
some way from flowering, even in late April. 

Three points are of interest: first, the constancy of the leaf shape and patterning; 
secondly the sheer quantity of plants - there must have been millions of them 
covering many hectares, and I imagine them to be in similar numbers on other local 
mountains; thirdly, the hardiness of C. creticum. I am sure that, given the proximity 
of snow and the certainty of frost at the altitudes we experienced, C. creticum has a 
level of hardiness beyond most of the temperature range we experience here in 
England. I suspect that it's not cold that is the real problem with hardiness, but cold 
and damp, and the alternation of cold and damp 'muggy' weather. The cold on Crete 
would be intense, but dry not damp. 

****** 

The Editor remembers being amazed at the size of C. creticum leaves in a shady, moist 
and clearly well manured ditch above Lassithl. There is no doubt that cyclamen leaves 
can reach a great size if overfed. Has anyone any claimants for a size record? 
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The Society's Peloponnese expedition, April 1992 

Ray Johnstone 

Melvin J ope, Chris Clennett and myself undertook the Cyclamen Society's expedition 
to study Cyclamen repandum in the Peloponnese area of southern Greece on 13 to 28 
April 1992. The purpose of the expedition was to carry out surveys of the repandum 
populations at various sites, and to find plants of horticultural merit to introduce into 
cultivation. The expedition held permits for the introduction of collected plants to the 
UK. 

The collected plants are to be grown for a number of years at Tile Barn Nursery. 
Seed from these plants will be collected and made available to the membership via the 
distribution scheme in much the same way as C. coum has been in recent years. 

The two forms of repandum which we studied were: 

C. repandum var. peloponnesiacum forma peloponnesiacum with pale pink flowers 
bearing a deeper pink nose, and hastate-pattemed leaves with varying amounts of 
"splashing", generally with a green reverse. This is found in the central and south 
Peloponnese, mainly in the Taigetos mountains and Mani peninsula. 

C. repandum var. petoponnesiacum fonna vividum, with uniformly deep pink flowers 
and plainer leaves, generally showing a red reverse. Distribution of thls form is in 
the Pamon mountains and peninsula. 

We arrived at the island of Poros early Tuesday morning. After settling in to our 
apartment, we still had most of the day to look around. First we crossed the narrow 
channel that separates Poros from the mainland and arranged a hire car at Galatas. 
We then returned to Poros and headed for the temple of Poseidon on the summit of 
the island, passing through pine woods containing mixed populations of C. graecum 
and hederifolium. Hederifolium proved to have a good variety of leaf markings; one we 
found exhibited white areas on the leaves giving ita variegated appearance. The leaves 
of hederifolium on Poros, Hydra and low coastal areas of the mainland tended to be 
thicker with a more shiny surface than the usual types of hederifolium we see in 
cultivation. 

Both cyclamen continued to be present to the top of the hill on which the remains 
of Poseidon's Temple is found. Many other plants were in flower, and in some places 
the amount of colour was a joy to see. 

The next morning we crossed over to Galatas, collected the hire car and set off to 
explore the Argolid Peninsula, the most easterly of the Peloponnese peninsulas. A 
most suitable habitat, the Trezin Gorge near Galatas, proved negative in the search 
for repandum. This was to be the pattern throughout our circuit of thls peninsula: a 
further eight stops and searches failed to find any cyclamen other than hederifolium 
and graecum although the flora was rich in many other plants. 

One notable stop was made 6 km from Galatas: at a fairly recently burnt-out gulley 
we found hederifolium andgraecum growing as specimen plants. The cyclamen, which 
must h~ve been safely underground at the time of the fire, were now free of covering 
vegetation and able to make perlect domes of leaves. It was in this gulley that a 
hederifolium we nicknamed "Clennett's Choice" was found. I will state now that this, 
J ope'sJoy and J ohnstone's Frill were purely our nicknames for certain plants and have 
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nothing to do with cultivar names. The leaf of "Clennett's Choice" was Jacking in 
pigmentation and could best be described as having a white central zone margined 
with a green edging about 2 mm wide. 

We returned to Poros for the night, and the next morning set off to begin a nine-<iay 
search of the Peloponnese in the car. Several stops and no repandums later found us 
about 24 km south of Tripolis. A roadside war memorial marked the entrance to a 
beautiful wooded dene, a small clear stream babbling its way along the bottom. 
Celandines, Trollius, wood anemones and deep-coloured violets with sheets of 
primroses gave the impression we were back in the British countryside; it was the 
presence of Anemone coronaria,Arum italicum, euphorbias and Ophrysthat reminded 
us of where we were. A large sheet of primroses lured me to take a photograph As I 
focused on the primroses a splash of pink caught my eye - repandum had been found 
at last! One or two were growing among the primroses. The rest grew mainly on the 
steep wooded slopes above a rock face, but not in any great numbers. 

Later we motored in Sparta where we found accommodation for four nights. 

The Parori gorge is 5 km out of Sparta, and here we found lots of flowers including 
more repandum, sparsely at first but becoming more numerous as we continued up 
the gorge. We carried out our first survey at a suitable point, measuring and noting 
leaves and flowers from a random selection of 25 plants. A few hundred metres up the 
gorge we made another survey of 25 plants near a little church. The surveys took a 
Jong time and we did not go further up the gorge, but returned back to the car. 

Saturday was overcast We took the Kalamata road and stopped at a wooded area 
near Tripi where there were masses of repandum displaying some very good leaf 
forms. It started to rain, and we were thoroughly soaked and cold by the time we 
completed our survey of this site. 

The next day was fair but dull, and we went north then east into the Parnon range. Our 
third stop near Karies proved successful for repandum, and a few kilometres further 
on they were present along the banks of a stream and a nearby ditch in big enough 
numbers to support a survey. Two stops later repandum turned up in large numbers 
in a pine wood, but the leaves at this site tended to be fairly plain. 

We left Sparta the next morning and headed into tl1e Taigetos mountains. From 
Paleopanagea a track heads west into the hills. TI1e flora gets better as the track gets 
higher and rougher; repandum was present most of the way up. Eventually we came 
to a picnic area, which seems to be the base from which the Taigetos refuge could be 
reached on foot in 1 ½ hours, and the peak of Profitias Elias (2,470 m, 8, 100 ft) in 4 hr 
15min. 

This was a marvellous area for plants, probably the best of our entire trip. C. 
repandum, hederifolium andGalanthus reginae-olgae carpeted the light woodland along 
the river banks. Deep red Anemone coronaria, a stunning deep blue form of A. blanda, 
violas, primroses and colchicums were also present. Cyclamen and snowdrops could 
even be found growing in the moss-covered trunks of mature plane trees. A most 
unusual hederifolium was collected at this site; the leaves were wavy-edged and lobed 
with a reticulate appearance. 

We carried out a survey and then explored the area a little more. I chose to climb 
up a gulley, following the repandums which gave way to graecums as the gulley opened 
out into a rocky hillside. The plant life was becoming more diverse, two species of 
colchicum, crocus, Hermodactylus, Gynandriris, Ophrys and - a special treat on the 
way down - a good form of Ornithogalum nutans growing amid tulip leaves. 

We eventually had to return down the mountain to make our way to Githio, where 
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we stayed at a guest house opposite the little island of Marathonisi. 
The next day we explored part of the Mani Peninsula. In oak-wooded hillsides near 

Passavas repandum was present in quantity, and so were many species and hybrids 
of Ophrys. After the survey, our customary look around for good plants began and 
before long a shout from up the hill proclaimed the finding of "Jope's Joy", an albino 
repandum. Hederifolium in some good leaf forms and graecum were also present at 
this site. We motored off making several stops but finding only small amounts of 
repandum at some of the stops. We went as far as Himara where lots of hederifolium 
and graecum grew on limestone outcrops. 

We headed east from Githio the next day, intending to go as far down the Pamon 
Peninsula as we could. Eight km out of Githio we found repandum (in small quantities), 
hederifolium and graecum before reaching an agricultural area on the plains around 
Skala. Greek signposting being what it is, we eventually found ourselves at Geraki, 
well off our intended route. Stopping some 2 km out of the village, we saw our first 
repandum vividum before we even got out of the car. 

This site was different from others as it was on open scrubby hillside, the cyclamen 
growing in the shelter of kermes oaks (Quercus cocci/era) which helped them to 
survive the depredations of the flocks of goats in this area. We carried out a survey, 
then did our usual hunt around for good specimens. This time it was "Johnstone's 
Frill", a strikingly different leaf, in the centre of an oak bush. As the eye became 
accustomed to the shadows of the bush, we noticed a flower belonging to the same 
plant which was also strikingly different, the untwisted petals 14 mm (0.5 in) wide and 
stubby, with the petal tip being replaced by afimbriated edge. The honour of extracting 
the plant from the centre of this prickly bush fell upon the finder. During this 
uncomfortable operation, a similar but not quite so good plant was found a few inches 
away. 

We checked the distribution of the cyclamen, and found they were present from the 
village of Geraki up to the summit of the road some 6 km away, which marked the 
point at which we returned to Githio. 

We returned to Sparta the following morning, leaving our luggage in the hotel and 
then setting out east for Goritsa. 

An impressive gorge contained repandum vividum, but not in great quantities. We 
headed to Kallithea and before long found the cyclamen in sufficient quantities to carry 
out a survey on a rocky hillside in Quercus scrub. Further on, 4 km south of Kallithea. 
the car skidded to a halt so that we could admire tl1e large numbers of Ornithogalum 
nutans and Ophrys in the walled fields. Past Kallithea the road degenerated, and it was 
decided that we turn back rather than face over 20 km of this road. 

The next day (Greek Good Friday) we left Sparta on our return to Poros, taking the 
road which crosses the Pamon range via Vourvoura and Aghios Petros to Astros. Two 
km west ofVourvoura, repandum forma pe/oponnesiacum grew in quantity on steep 
slopes above the road, alongside very good forms oflris unguicularis and some colour 
forms of Anemone blanda. Repandum, this time fom1a vividum, was found as we came 
into sight of Aghios Petros, growing under chestnut trees on the steep slopes of two 
gullies. Below the village we again found vfoidum, and concluded that this area was 
an overlap zone between the two fonns. After a lunchtime stop at Nafplio we climbed 
up to the fortress, admiring the good forms of Campanula rupestris on the way. We 
then headed back to Galatas, returned the car and crossed to Poros. This was the end 
of our researches into repandum; the next two days provided only hederifolium and 
graecum in the environments of Poros and Galatas. 
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Cyclamen persicum in Israel 

Melvyn Jope 

The principle objective of the Cyclamen Society expedition to Israel in Feb1;-1~ 19_90 
was to continue the study of Cyclamen coum. An account of the expedition with 
particular reference to C. coum was published earlier in the Society's Journal 
(14(1):13,June 1990). . 

The expedition team, Richard Bailey, Peter Moore and myself, was giv~n a 
considerable amount of information about the known locations of Cyclamen persicum 
by ProfAvi Schmida, DepartmentofBotany, Hebrew University,Jerusalem.As a result 
of his advice it was decided that the first site visited would be Tel Maresha, about 20 
miles south 'west of Jerusalem and the most southerly known habitat of Cyclamen 
persicum in Israel. We found a considerable number of pla~ts growing_ in an o~en 
situation, with the companion plants including delightful specimens of Ins pala~tma 
in shades of pale blue and green, and large numbers of red Anemone coronana and 
Allium neapolitanum. The C. persicum included some fine mature plants but few that 
were considered horticulturally desirable. Some of the leaves were rather 
cabbage-like, the largest measured being 215 mm x 155 mm (8.5 x 6 in). It transpired 
that the best plants were supposed to be in the nearby Israeli army firing range, but 
since it was in use at the time we declined the opportunity to carry out a survey. We 
did, however, make use of their refreshments van and did our best to satisfy the myriad 
questions asked about why we were there. . 

The second site visited was Giv'at Yesha'Yahu, about 12 miles south-west of 
Jerusalem. At this location, the cyclamen were growing under a canopy of pine l:~es 
with Colchicum and Arisaema spp. Once again, the majority of plants were unexc1tmg 
but, of the plants collected, one had the best silver leaves fo':11ld in any plant du_ring 
the expedition and another had good dark flowers. The collection number of the silver 
leaf plant was 90109. 

During the early part of the expedition, we stayed at the YMCA in Jerusalem, and 
the first C. persicum that we found were growing in the Yemin Moshe Park, ~lose to 
the old city wall. The plants were not growing in flower~eds but were fo~nd m very 
large limestone boulders which were used for land~capmg, and had obV1_ously been 
brought into the city from the surrounding co~trys1de. We fou~d C. persic~m plants 
used for their decorative value on only one occasion and that was ma hotel wmdowbox 
in the north of the country at Zafat. 

Surveys were carried out at three more sites in the Jerusalem a:ea ~fore we 
travelled to the Golan in the north of the country to study C. coum. Dunng this part of 
the expedition, we had Ori Fragman from the University acting as guide. 
Accommodation had been arranged for us at the Qibutz Snir Field Station which was 
seven miles east of Qiryat Shemona. There were many thousands of C. persicum at 
this location growing with Anemone coronaria, which were now to be found in shades 
of blue, pink and white. 

It was from the Qibutz Snir base that we travelled to Mt Hermon and the Golan 
heights to study two of the three known populations of C. coum. We ~ere unsucc~~sful 
in finding C. coum on Mt Hermon, partly because the road_ was res!31cted as a m1~tary 
area and partly due to the thick covering of snow at the high_er altitu?es. C. pe~tcum 
was found in several locations in the Golan, but we were particularly mterested m the 
plants found growing with C. coum at the summit of Mt Meron. It was very cold with 
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rain and hail on the day that we visited the area and there were the last remnants of 
earlier snow falls. There were many C. persicum growing at the summit and as well as 
C. coum the companion plants were Ornithogalum lanceolatum, Iris histrio, Sternbergia 
clusiana, Hyacinthus orientalis, Gagea and Colchicum spp. Three plants of C. persicum 
found at this location were in flower. The two plants collected at 1,200 metres (3,900 
ft) have the collection numbers 90560 and 90561. It is to be hoped the seedlings from 
these plants will prove to be hardy in UK gardens. Perhaps recipients of seeds from 
these plants through the seed distribution could conduct their own experiments on 
the hardiness of the plants. 

The weather on the day after the visit to Mt Meron was, in stark contrast, clear blue 
sky and hot sunshine. We headed south and crossed the Karmel mountain range, and 
on to a location 3 km east of Me-if-Shefeye. While carrying out a survey among 
thousands of plants growing in a roadside gulley, we found one plant with white petals 
and a very pale basal blotch - reminiscent of C. repandum var rhodense. This plant 
has collection number 90620. 

After a lunch of peach juice and butter osbome biscuits, we were admiring one or 
two plants of Gynandririssisyrinchium when we noticed two fine plants of C. persicum 
with pure white flowers. Both plants were collected and given the numbers 90621 and 
90622; one is shown in the accompanying plates. 

During our discussion with Prof Schmida, we were told of the presence of some 
autumn-flowering C. persicum. After extensive searching, we did find the correct 
location at the Duma junction north-north-east of Jericho. The majority of plants was 
in flower, but in a very restricted area some plants were found with well developed 
seed pods. Twenty-four seed pods and five plants were collected (90650 to 90654) 
which apart from being in seed were indistinguishable from any other C. persicum. 
One of the plants (90652) was exhibited at the Society's conference at Surrey 
University in September 1992, with one well developed flower and a considerable 
number of buds. 

As mentioned in Richard Bailey's article referred to above, the Israeli fonns of C. 
persicum are not enormously variable, but as I hope this article confirms there were 
some interesting plants and with the knowledge of the appropriate collection numbers, 
members that have been recipients of the seeds will have a clear idea of what they 
might expect as additions to their collections. 

A coincidence and request for information 
Mr RA Robinson moved house this summer, to Bayford near Hertford. Initially he'd 
been dubious about moving from a well maintained house to a bungalow which looked 
as if it hadn't seen a coat of paint in 30 years, its garden a complete wilderness. It was 
the sight ofa patch of what looked like C. hederifolium by the front gate which softened 
him - he thought it must be fate telling him something. He spent his last Sunday in 
his former house carefully digging up his more precious cyclamen, to replant in the 
new garden. 

He wrote to us a month after the move to say that he'd still not been able to plant his 
own cyclamen: each time he put his fork in the ground, he discovered further patches 
of well established cyclamen, already occupying the ground. 

He wonders if any member knows of the previous owner, a Miss Pulleine. 
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Robin G Archer 

Robin Archer, who has died after a long illness, was the first President of the Society 
(1977-1981) and one of the founder committee members. He helped to steer the 
proceedings through the early innovative years. 

Four of us met at the RHS in 1976, before the inaugural meeting of 27 January 1977, 
to discuss the formation of the Society. For the sake of decorum, Robin brought with 
him his old friend Norman Barratt, and I had invited my mother. We agreed there 
should be an early inaugural meeting in one of the RHS committee rooms. 

He was eager and enthusiastic with his offers of help. Several nurserymen and 
botanists agreed to join the Society and Robin suggested that I should also write to 
Lord Skelmersdale. There was a sparkle about the early meetings. We all sensed, 
perhaps, that we were on the brink of a new artistic and scientific foundation of some 
interest to humanity. Robin said he really appreciated being on the committee. He 
greatly admired James Mars and it was his intention that Lord Skelmersdale should 
be our first president. He agreed this office should go to a man of recognised eminence 
in cyclamen and horticultural circles. 

However, when Skelmersdale's name was proposed, he immediately suggested 
Robin from Oxford (Robin lived in Old Marston, Oxfordshire, at the time) and within 
seconds Robin to his surprise and delight became our first president. He helped create 
the Society and he continued to do his best to aid the committee even after illness 
struck. 

When he came to a committee meeting one day, having driven down from his home 
in a car which had the windscreen shattered at the commencement of the journey, he 
was visibly in a shocked state, and it was only a few months after this that we heard 
with sadness of his neck stiffness due to arthritis. 

Robin contributed to the Society's journal providing details of the seed exchange 
scheme, which he organised from 1977 to 1980, and he wrote a longer article entitled 
'A Miscellany of the Genus Cyclamen' for the first issue. His daughter helped by typing 
the first reprints. 

In 1977, he designed two mock Member's Tickets to be given as rough copies to the 
artist: one on pink card and the other on white; both incorporating a miniature 
illustration of cyclamen and tiny writing. The same year, Robin's photograph appeared 
in The Times. He was holding a cyclamen plant which had been lent for one of our 
stands at the RHS Westminster shows. 

During the early years he lent his own cyclamen for the Society's shows, but he also 
enjoyed growing primulas and other alpines, and was a patient and consistent hobby 
gardener. In the later years, he struggled to keep up his gardening activities and 
continued to attend the AG Ms of the Society, where bis presence was recognised by 
members who were to be seen discussing alpines and show plants with him. 

Robin's wonderful work in horticulture will not be forgotten. He has contributed to 
the knowledge of the species and varieties of cyclamen by his kindness and courage 
in taking on a challenging role. He did his best to understand scientific developments 
in order to make further advance by others possible. He had a love of small plants, 
appreciating the beauty of minute differences in colour, form and fragrance. 

Robin Archer will be remembered by the Society with gratitude. When forced by 
circumstances and difficulties with travel to give up the presidency, he said: 'Don't 
worry, the Society is in good hands'. 

Gay Nightingale 
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Book Review: 
Cyclamen (a gardener's guide to the genus). 
Revised by Christopher Grey-Wilson (1992) 
AGS Publications £3.50 

The long-a~aited issu~ of a new edition of this booklet is much welcomed. Emanating 
from an article by Dons Saunders published in 1959, this has become a classic which 
has stood the test of time remarkably well. The last updatings, mainly because of 
nomenclatural changes, were made in 1973 and 1975. 

As compared with previous editions of this booklet, the additions and alterations to 
the text are quite modest, though all highly desirable. They comprise, in the main 
reference (where appropriate) to the newly-discovered C. somalense (of which som~ 
of us may possibly ~urvive long enough to see living plants) .111.ere are, however, useful 
referenc_e~ ~o the discovery (by_Ronald and Ema Frank) of albino forms of C. graecum 
and C. czlzcium: _as wel! as the discovery of C. creticum on the island of Karpathos; and 
from Israel, ~gh-altitude forms of C. persicum - as well as a seemingly 
autumn-flowenng form of the latter species. 
. The n~w edition has been visually altered by glossy paper, a new type-face and colour 
illustrations. The latter are a sine qua non of modem-day publications but their value 
to the reader depends upon the accuracy of the colour. It is disappointing in this 
respect that the colour illustrations are so variable in quality. Some are excellent but 
?thers, ~ varying_ degrees, are excessively "bluish" and do little justice to the species 
m question. ~pecific examples of the latter are C. mirabile (p 16), C. libanoticum (p 
36), C. rohl/stanum (p 40), and C. coum (back cover). The colour distortion becomes 
particularly apparent when you compare these colour photographs with the printed 
reproductions of Mai:Y Grierson paintings in the Kew monograph. The photograph of 
C. coum ssp. caucaszcum (p 16) - a highly desirable item in a collection of colour 
photographs - is particularly disappointing: photographed at some distance and 
from an odd angle, it fails to show the more distinctive features of this relative!; rare 
sub-species. 

These are, how_ever, minor criticisms of a publication that is textually helpful, 
accurate and concise. 

An ab~olute essential for those interested in cyclamen who do not have any book on 
the subJect. Those who possess a previous edition are probably well enough served 
already: thos: who p~ssess the ~e"'. monograph need no more than that. Anyone who 
has only the mteresting Gay Nightingale book could possibly find this revised AGS 
Booklet a useful adjunct: at £3.50 it is good value for money. 

GS 

The Editor would be very grateful for articles, however short (or long), for the June 
1993Joumal: please help if you can. 
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Minutes of the AGM of the Cyclamen Society 

27 September 1992 at Guildford University 

1. The minutes of the last AGM were amended to include thanks by the Chairman to the 
Secretary and Treasurer and were approved as a correct record. 

2. Matters arising: There were no matters arising. 

3. President's address: I am very pleased indeed to be here today to give my thanks to all these 
voluntary workers who give so much to maintaining the excellence of our society. 

Unfortunately our Editor Colonel James Mars passed away; his was a major contribution to 
the success of our journal and acceptance as a sound organisation. Alisdair Aird has stepped 
into his shoes and we look forward to continuity of our success. He needs help from you. 
the members, in maintaining interest in cyclamen. It is surprising how often something that 
appears insignificant to you can create a discussion or debate vital to our knowledge. 

John Fielding has taken over from Melvyn J ope as Show Secretary, and is maintaining our 
standard and gaining rewards for it. Cyclamen are this year a month early and this led us 
to decide not to show at Vincent Square. 

Membership is now around 1,200, our thanks to Dr David Bent for keeping this in order. 

Our Treasurer Hilary Temple keeps our finances in good order, and makes the segregation 
of funds more interesting and the annual statement easier to understand. 

Publications are in the safe hands of Richard Bailey; our receipts will undoubtedly drop as 
Gay Nightingale's Growing Cyclamen and Chris Grey Wilson's The Genus Cyclamen go out 
of print. 

Publicity is thriving in the hands ofVicAspland, as is the Library with Jan, his wife, at the 
wheel. 

Seed distribution: It was really quite thrilling to see Patricia at our Wisley Show. and even 
more so to have the pleasure of her company today. She has for a long time made seed 
distribution a valued contribution to your pleasure and the funds, here again she depends 
on your donations. 

Graham Simpson is now in charge of our National Collection and we look forward to hearing 
morn about it and its aims. 

The Society has been successfully establishing permanent displays. I am pleased to say the 
planting at the Royal National Rose Society now comprises C. ltederifolium in several places 
and 25 each of cilicitlm and coum donated by Peter Moore. I am hoping to establish 
repandum and purpurasce11s next year. 

Research and Exploration: we are indebted to Jeremy Wood for his chairmanship, and to 
all those who have taken part - it isn't a holiday exactly. We cannot see the tour of the 
Caucasus for a year or two; it is hoped that coum sites have not suffered. We will be 
concentrating on repandum and its allied species. 

Now the most important officer of all, our Secretary Peter Moore. The best thing I ever did 
was to get Peter, almost without him realising what I was up to. No-one could give more 
than Peter does in every avenue of the Society, despite all the anxieties and problems of 
running a nursery where he grows the very best cyclamen to petiection. 

We are also indeed fortunate in our committee chairman; the members are very 
conscientious and attend well. 
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5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Sadly I have to report that some time ago Robin Archer our first President passed away. 

Desmond Meikle wished to retire as our Scientific Adviser-we thank him for his help. Dr 
S L Jury, Department of Botany at Reading University, has stepped into his place. We 
welcome him to the Society. 

On Saturday evening we listened to a provocative and instructive talk by Jim Archibald: he 
gave us quite a number of new slants to think about. The show of plants was the best ever 
display of skilful cultivation and presentation. It was more than interesting to be able to see 
plants from our expeditions in the non-competitive section, and some very beautiful forms 
of C. graecum. We are continuing our photographic and descriptive records, which will 
make future identification easier. Plants for sale were in excellent condition and variety, and 
grateful thanks to those who manned the stand. 

Sunday morning we were treated to a first-class talk by Melvyn Jope - we felt we were 
actually there. 

The conference cannot exist without an organiser- we thank Robin Metcalf for making it 
possible to meet one another once again and have a very enjoyable weekend. With him we 
thank the University of Surrey Guildford staff for their service in our interest. 

Secretary's report: The Society was running well and there were no problems to report. The 
committee would be grateful to receive ideas for any improvement in services that members 
would like to see. 

Treasurer's report: I am glad to be able to report again that the Society's .finances are 
satisfactory. The fall in inflation, combined with the rise in membership numbers, has meant 
that subscription income has continued to cover the costs directly attributable to servicing 
the members. It is therefore possible to hold the subscription rates for 1993 and possibly 
longer. The receipts from the sales of publications and seeds made a substantial 
contribution to the balance sheet but are likely to be lower next year. Even so, due largely 
to tl1e generosity of our President, the balance in the Research and Exploration Fund is 
large enough to allow us to continue with our planned programme although the income 
likely to accrue to the fund next year will not cover proposed expenditure. 

Election of Officers and Committee. 

President: Mr F Buglass was re-elected President. 

Committee members: 

MrRBall 

MrM ELJope 

MrG Simpson 

proposed by Mr P Kynaston 
seconded by Mr G Simpson 
proposed by Mr A Aird 
seconded by Mr P Moore 
proposed by Mr F Buglass 
seconded by Mr ME LJope 

Ail Officers and new Committee Members were elected unopposed. 

Mr P Hill was re-elected Auditor. 

Any other business: It was agreed that a photographic library shou Id be kept ofall the plants 
collected on the Society's expeditions. The cost of making a video of the transparencies to 
be investigated by Mr R Metcalf. 1l1e members were assured that the colour plates in the 
December Journal would be continued. There was a request for small local shows to be held 
around the Country. Mr M E LJ ope replied that.the whole subject of Conferences and Shows 
is to be urgently reviewed by the Committee. · 

ll1e Spring Show at Wisley will be held on 27 February 1993. The next AGM will be held 
at Nottingham on the last weekend of September 1993. 

Mr G Speed proposed a vote of thanks to the President which was approved. 
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Index Vol 16 (1992) 
Page numbers below 28 June, above 28 December 

AGM 1992 52 
Archer, Robin G 31, 50 
C. balearicum ecological studies 6 
C. coum 'Atkinsii' in Painswick 38 
C. graecum on Peloponnese 45; on Rhodes 14, 36 
C. hederifolium 'Bowles Apollo' pigmentation 24; 'Silver Cloud' 39; 'Silver Cloud' -

white-flowered form 39; 'Stargazer' 7, 38; double-flowered 35; on Poros 45, on 
Peloponnese 45; unusual form 7; naturalised in France 37 

C. mirabile pigmentation 23 
C. persicum autumn-flowering 49; double-flowered 16; hardiness 38, 49; in Israel 48; 

on Rhodes and Karpathos 15 
C. purpurascens albino 19; conservation 19; cultivation 20; distribution in wild 18; in 

London garden 36; near Swiss border 39 
C. repandum cultivation 23; peioponnesiacum f. Peloponnesiacum 45, f. vividum 45; in 

the wild 46; plant associations 46 
C. trochopteranthum germination 9 
C. creticum in Crete 44; in the wild 42; on Karpathos 41 
Conservation of C. purpurascens 19 
Cultivation difficulties 22; watering aid 22 
Cyclamen in the extremes of its habitat 40; naturalised in France 37; outdoors in 

sharply drained false wall 8; propagation in Turkey 36; woven cigarette card 36 
Cyclamen, a gardener's guide to the genus: review 51 
Double-flowered plants 16, 35 
Expedition, cross-pollination of selected plants 31; care and use of expedition plants 

31; to Israel 48; to Peloponnese 3, 45; to Rhodes and Karpathos 13, 41 
Germination 6, 9 
Library 8 
Mars, James 10 
Micropropagation 4 
Red pigmentation in cyclamen leaves 23 
Seed distribution 12, 32 
Seed, mouldy 39 
Show reports 4, 6, 33 
Vine weevil, fungal control 6 
Wild bulbs in trade 35 
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Advertisements 

PI.ANTS WANfED: cilicium and intaminatum (any leaf) with deep pink flowers; 
coum (any leaf) with well-shaped flowers in deepest crimson; purpurascens, patterned 
and silver-leaf forms, with elegant long-petalled flowers held on good stalks. Exch~ 
for other rarities, ood rice or ·oint development work is offered. Basil Smith,• 

CYCIAMEN SPECIES AND HYBRIDS FOR SALE C. hederifolium 'Silver Cloud', 
mixed-blood forms from 'Bowles Apollo', cilicium album, pink-nosed cilicium album 
ex JCA, repandum album, pseudibericum x libanoticum etc. SAE list, P Cornish, -

We would welcome 
inquiries about 

advertising space 
in the 

Journal 
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CYCLAMEN CARDS 
FROM WATERCOLOURS 
BY PEGGY DA WE 
PLAIN FLAT CARDS 6" X4" 

Set of four:-
C.rohlfsianum 
C. coum caucasicum 
C. pseudibericum 
C. hederifolium 'Bowles 

Apollo' 

£ 1.50 per set inc. p.&p. 
(including envelopes) 
Minimum order £6 

We also sell Gentian and 
Anemone cards 
and good garden labels 

Wells & Winter, Mereworth 
Maidstone ME 18 5NB 
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WE KNOW ALL ABOUT PLANT FEEDING 

When it comes to catering for the needs of experienced 
and first-time gardeners PHOSTROGEN provide it all: 

* HIGH VALUE FOR * RELIABILITY 
MONEY * INNOVATION 

* FAST-ACTING * OUTSTANDING 
* UNIQUE PRODUCTS #:ti.~~'::. RESULTS 

PHOSTROGEN 

PHOSTROGEN LTD., CORWEN, CLWYD, LL21 0EE 

A KNOWN AND TRUSTED NAME 

Advertisement 

Tile Bar 
Nurser 

The nursery that 
specialises in 
Cyclamen species 

Please write for our catalogue Tile Barn Nursery 
Standen Street 
Iden Green 
Benenden 
Kent, TN 17 4LB 
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